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Tuesday, 28 May, 8~OO p ^ m "

Where:

St Matthews HaII 9 Bridge Street t
Kensingtun~

Subject:

Panel Night: "Growing Orchids My Way?!"
Members are requested to bring their
prize and problem plants and, of coursep
any question or advice.

HELP
We need to start a collection of slides of native
epiphytic (species) orchids. Therefore negatives
or slides of such orchids that you may have and
would like to contribute would be most appreciated.
Please contact CIubPhotographevv Mr Kevin Western,
UNLEY, S.A. 5061.
'/o NOSSA, P.O. Bcx 565, ^^^^
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G. Brooks

TRADING TABLE

The Trading Table Sub-committee obtainag from various interstate
quality Australian orchid species and hybrids for sale on the Trading Table.
Members are encouraged to offer plants for sale on the Trading TabIe * provided the following conditions are fulfilled:
(1)

Plants must be clean, healthy and free of disease or insect
infestation.

(2)

Well established and rooted plants are preferred, however,
bare root and recently potted plants may be accepted by the
sub-committee.

(3)

A "Schedule of Plants for Sale" must be supplied with the
plants.

(4)

Plants must be labelled with the full name and whether cold-,
intermediate- or hot-growing.

/5\

Plants must be marked with the selling price from which the
Society charges a commission of 25%.

The Sub-committee welcomes the sale of members' plants through the Trading
Table as a source of locally-grown plants for the novice grower. The Trading Table is also a means of spreading good clones of Australian orchids
among the members.

THANKS'
Laurie Chambers-has volunteered to run our Library. We thank him for
taking on this important part of our Society.

NEW ORCHID NAMES
In May 1984 the University of Western Australia Press published "Orchids of
South West Auetralia n v by Noel Hoffman and Andrew Brown. This remarkable
book includes a number of previously undescribed species, some of which
Qsia (Vol. 5, No. 1, pages 53-G2) /
were formally named in a paper in Nujj^
published last October, For users of Noel and Andrew's book these may be
correlated ag follows:
Page

Genus/Species

40-41
92-93
114-115
124-125
176-477
222-223
300-301

Thelymitra variegate var. apiculata
Caladenia manoaa
Caladenia infundibularis
Caladenia uliginoao
Caladenia amplexans
Drakes thynniphila,
Ptercstylis dilatata

Als*- GoorgavBureau

of Flora and Fauna, Cenbnrra.
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ETEROSTYLIS PULCIILLAaamaL

G. J, Nieuwenhoven

First discovered in April 1932 by M.
R. McNeil at Fitzroy Falls (New South
Wales), F.Lt2rostyLa
LsulchL211a was found
grewing on rocks and associated with
Liaril reflexa. It was described by
Mrs Pearl Messmer and is found in very
few localities in the Blue Mountains.
pli2raplyiLL.,pul.chella is one of the
caulin-type autumn-flowering green-hoods. The stem clasping lance-shaped
leaves gradually increase in size from
the base upwards, with the buttom one
being hardly more than a bract in the
plant being discussed. Number of leaves
is approximately five.
The flower is fairly large, 2 - 3.5 cm long,
striated brown-red at the top and green with white
near the base with the colours fusing where they
meet.
It is rather broad on top with the tip of the galea
arching between the petals, the lateral sepals stand
gracefully erect.
One of the most distinct features of the flower is
its bifid or divided-into-a-cleft labellum.
Rather broad and curved, it protrudes from
the galea.
Non-flowering plants produce a rosette only.
Although not as graceful as
decurva
it is nevertheless a beautiful plant, It is not
common in cultivation in South Australia and the
first specimens were obtained from A.N.O.S., Victoria.
Flower production. is rather shy and is
probably related to the size of the tubers produced
the previous season. Optimum tuber size is approximately 12-15 mm. They are white and globular.
Multiplication of tubers is rather slow but this may
be affected by cultural conditions provided. A shady spot amongst your pots
containing
,yi).Is would suit. Pterosylie: . pulchelleb being a mountain
dweller, appreciate:aced conditions during summer.

Ls

My plants are watered slightly earlier in the season than my winter-, epringflowering species (early March). In fact, treat it like P
decurva,
cinea, P. revoluta, etc. Although it will no doubt adapt to a variety of
soil mixes I use a mix of. crumbly hills loam and washed sharp sand. 60/40. A
topping of pine needles, casuarina needles, etc., will prevent soil splash
during heavy downpours.

References
W.H. Nicholls, Orchids of Australia,
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ORCHIDS ON DISPLAY
Mr G. Nieuwenhoven

__
D. bigibbum var sup

neole Kui Blue,
"Kenna",
sub var. Eompytqy D. "Mini Pearl"q D. Ellen,

D. bigibbum varies in colour from deep mauve to white. They prefer a heated
reflexI. is relatively easy
glasshousa and are affected by frost.
end
needs
some
shade,
but
watch
out
as
it has quite an odour. D.
to grow
couldi xLineaIe "Kul Blue" is a hybrid of New Guinea and needs to be grown
hot (minimum of 15 0 0 and flowers very well. D. "Ellen" needs to be watered
once a week.
Popular Vote:
D. biqibbum

lineale Kul Blue '
- Mr L. Nesbitt.

Speaker:

Terrestrials
P. striatum,

Mr J. Jacobs,

P. archerii,

(in bud),
Pterosttla.poceinea,

and

Mr L. Nesbitt
P. baptistii I

P.

April is the month in which the flowering period for orchids begin ° Eriochilus cucullatus always flowers in April. Most of the pots need to be kept
moist, but do not allow them to become dry. Hand water with rain water if
has a tuber as large as a grape but curiously
necessary.
its flowers are so small one needs a magnifying glass to fully appreciate
them.
Popular Vote;

-.MICROTIS ON EYRE PENINSULA

-

Mr L. Nesbitt.

R. Bates

Until 1982 only one Microtis (onion orchid) had been collected on Eyre Peninsula. This was M. unifolia (Forst.f) Reiohb~f which is common from Port
Lincoln west to Ceduna and north to the GamIer Ranges in a wide variety of
habitats; from coastal sand dunes and salt lake margins to rock outcrops far
inland.
I had been told that there had once been a number of swamps near
Part Lincoln and in September 1982 surveyed the area carefully. It was a
drought year but about 15 kilometres east of Wanilla a very large area of
swampland was located. Nearly all of it was turning saline and most was in
overgrazed paddocks but one or two small vestiges of native vegetation were
found and in one of them
a very rare orchid in South
Australia, was located.
In November 1984 the area was visited again and several large colonies of
were located - an extension of known distribution of several
hundred kilometres.
To cap it off the swamps which had previously yielded
M. orbicularis was found to have M. parviflora in flower, another first
record for the region.
In another area the M. unifolia were found to have larger than usual labella
indicating influence perhaps of M. rara which was however, not located. It
does seem likely that all of the South Australian Microtis probably occurred
near Port Lincoln before settlement. What other swamp loving orchids must
have occurred here? We will never know!
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LFQLLOWeLTLO THE THELYNITRA X

NCIFOLIA DISCUSSION

R. Markwick

Although not mentioned in my previous paper on the status of T. x a2cirolia
H.M.R. Rupp, in "The Orchids of New South Wales", had 11 1LDcifolia Lindley

and T. lilacina F. Muell. ex Lindley synonymous with T. ixioides Sw. Further,
after examining material labelled T aeTul,2 Cheeseman at the Adelaide Herberium, it is my opinion that this taxon should not be included with plant(s)
presently known as T. x
M.A. Clements (1982) has T. lilacina and
T. aempla synonymous with T. x

jiaif2lla.

Having taken a sometimes dissenting but, it is hoped, well reasoned stance in
the principal paper and the notes above, the reader may well ask what answers
I would offer to many of the questions implicit in the discussion. I know I
am treading on potentially dangerous ground, and am, in fact, inviting criticism by entering into an area best left to professional botanists, but, as an
amateur, I feel I can afford to "stick my neck out", using commonsense and the
evidence before me.
Of course, nothing can be certain until further work is done and indeed all of
the uncertainties may never be resolved, but field observations and examination
of herbarium material and records lead me to believe:
q

The plant listed and described in the 3rd edition of Black's Flora of
South Australia as T. decore Cheeseman is not totally consistent with
T.truncata R. Rogers which has been reduced to synonymy with it. certainly, the column illustrated (Fig. 455) differs from the drawing
published by Dr Rogers in 1917.
The above-mentioned description and illustration of T. decora more
closely fits characteristics

of putative T, ixAgides and

I.nuda

hybrids

seen in Victoria, although not in every reepect
o

.
T. truncata R. Rogers is almost certainly a hybrid between T ixiolaes
Sw. and one of tho T..s.,
flara complex.
The plant illustrated by Nicholls, which he called T. ix aides var,,
truncata, is almost certainly a hybrid between T. ixipides and one of
the
nude complex.
Since the same name cannot be applied to two different hybrids it will
come to be accepted that Nionolls was in error when he reduced Rogers'
T. truncata to varietal status,

m

The use of the name T. x 2yncifolia will be discontinued, because ^fw
junciyolia will be accepted as being synonymous with T. ixioidem.

T. decora in New Zealand is likely- to be a hybrid between T. ixidides
T. longifolia S.R. et G. FOrster,
and T.
e

m

a

The New Zealand species T. lomZolia is obviously allied to the spp,
and T. nude, but since Us relationship of the Australian
spp. to this taxon is at present uncertain, the legality of using the
name T. decore to refer to Australian plants must also be uncertain.

11,Rstuciflora

It is likelY that T. truncata R. Rogers will eventually be accorded ,
hybrid status T. x truncate. ;applied to T. ixioides x T. upciflora)
and become an accepted name.
.
The putative hybrids T,, ixioa.dos x T. nuia and T. ixioldes x mucida
are, in reality, presently unnamed.
If the name T. decora gains general acceptance in Australia, it will
be because further study has revealed either the Lao.ugiflora complex
or the T. nods complex (or both) to be synonymous with, or varieties
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(contd.)
of Tl Jongifolia, in which case the name T. decora Cheeosmmn (1906) must
take precedence over T. truncate R. Rogers (1917) in accordance with the
rules of priority.
a

If T. decora gains general acceptance in Australia it will probably be
acomrdod hybrid status T. x decora, referring to T. ixioides x '14_142D.91fella.

ORCHID INDEX
(1)

Native Ground Orchids,

L. Nesbitt~

Cultural notes for terrestrial native orchid growers.
This article has been divided into two sections, the first dealing
with deciduous type; and the second with evergreen types.
South Australian Orchid Bulletin, Issue No 3, April 1 g 86x page 24
..~^

(2)

Dendrobium, are the Shot?,

R. Shooter

Cultural notes and other comment on this hardy family of plants.
South Australian Orchid Bulletinv Issue No 3, April 1985, page 6.
on Western Australian Corybas 9
(3) Observations
B.
Bates.
These tiny orchids are lovers of opoI, Moist oonditions ° A short
article describing these, with accompanying photographs.
W.A. Native Orchid Study and Conservation Group, March 1985, pp 3-4.
(4)

An Introduction to the Biology of Leparella fimbriata
An interesting article looking at the biology of this orchid.
It also includes an illustration of the life cycle plus a chart
showing data on various aspects of the orchid.
W.A. Native Orchid Study and Conservation Group, March 1985, pp 7-14.

/S1
`

S. Monkhouaa.
An article which describes the most popular method of propagating
Cvmb1d1um orchido,
Gamlor Districts Orchid Club Inc. Vol, 5, No 2, March 1985, page 7.

/6'
.

How to Grow Natives Naturally,

E. Merritt.

An article dealing with growing orchids without artificial shelter
other than the walls of the house.
The Orchidophile, Sydn e y Group (ANDS) Issue 2, March 1985, pp 8-9 °
(7)

Natural Propagation and Growing Techniques,

Eric Merritt.

An interesting article well worth reading.
The Orchidaphile, Sydney Group (ANDS), Issue 2, March 1985, pp 9-10.
(8)

Cultivation of Sarcochilusfor Beginnersq

L. Montuoro.

A brief but'helpfbI article for beginners.
Warringah Group of ANDS, March-April, 1985w page 2.
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SOME NOTES ON DENDROBIUM BIGIBBUM

R. Shooter
,

The species D. HIM, belongs to the sub-genus [u dendrobium. The subgenus is further subdivided into a number of sections and D. iqibbum belongs
to the sections Phaleenanthe.
enanthe°
Other species in that section are
p. chalaenopsis and
Williamsianum. All are from the Timor, Torres Strait,
`
'
New Guinea and Cape York Peninsula regiono °
.
04 biqibbum was described by John Lindley in 1853v from plants collected on
Mount Adolphus Island in Torres Strait. They were sent to London where the y
were grown and flowered.
For.moro than one hundred years confusion has existed over the named D. biQibbum,D t Phaleenpcsis and D. schroederianum. In 1880 Robert Fitzgerald, the
noted Australian amateur botanist, published a description of X_gLalLenopsia
based on a plant which apparently had been collected u near Oooktom|".
1885 the English botanist, Joseph Hooker, identified some plants from the
Tenimbar Islands is D. phalazmasis. Since that time no plants corresponding
to Fitzgerald's description have been found in Australia. It is now considered that the plant from "near Cooktown", was in fact a cultivated plant from
elsewhere.
The difference between D. biqibbum and
phalaenopsis is not immediately
obvious, therefore it became quite common to identify Qj Ligibium as D.
phala en Qp sisa
Th1m led to much confusion when it came to naming parents when registering
hybrids. As on example the hybrid D. Suzanne was regi stered as a cross between
and D._phalasno2Qj by Willersdedorf in 1965, however, as
the originator is reported to have stated he collected the parent plant D.
phalaenopsis from the bush near Cooktomn it is confidently assumed that it
was D. biqibbum. A few years later, in 1979, the confusion was compounded
when W. and G. Cannon registered a cross between D, tetragonum and
th original registration as
^^^ em D. Pee Wee, Because the R ~ H^S^ accepted the
using D. phalaenopsi .a, there are now two differently named hybrida» 9° S uzanne
and D^ Pee Wee with the same parentage.
^

There are several recognised forms of D.bi , gibbum, however, as far as the
average grower is concerned D. bilibbum var
---'
are the two most obvious varieties.
D. bigibbum V
(the
true "Cooktown orchid") has slender stems 6-48 inches tall with 3-12 leaves
confined to the top half of the stem; the racemes are 4-16 inches long and
bear from 2-20 usually reddish-mauve flowers about 11 inches in dometer *
however, the coleur is variable and a rare white form does exist.
The oub7apooiea ^ D. bigibbum var Eompactunp has short robust stems 3-10 inches
long with flowers closely resembling those of sub var superbum. This sub
variety should not be referred to simply as 0. c2mRactul; another species of
that name exists b e i n g a very small compact plant about 6 inches high having
small dull white flowers endemic to China and described by Rolfe in 1913. It
has rereIyv if ever, been seen since.
Unfortunately hybridists for a number of years used the shortened name and tQ
correct a long sequence of errors flowing from this careless registration it
was necessary for the R.H.S. to publish onotioe in the "Orchid Review" for
January 1978 advising that some 20 hybrids had been registered having
recorded as a parent when, in faotp it should have been Ds bieibbum
var ^^^u ctup.
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HISTORY OF SOUTH WESTERN AUSTRALIVS TERRESTRIAL ORCHIDACEAE

R. Reberle

RICHARD SANDERS ROGERS, 1862-1942
Surgeon
Dr'Rogara was considered to be the foremost authority on Australian
orchids for his time. He named and described 79 species and contri buted numerous papers published in the Royal Societies of Australia
and overseas. His contribution to knowledge and research was recognised by being awarded his degree of Doctor of Science at the Adelaide
University in 1936 " His thesis on orchids was acclaimed by authorities in England. Dr Rogers visited Western Australia with his wife,
3aanv in 1919, after corresponding with many Western Australian enthusiasts. He named sixteen opeoieo ^ three have been reduced to
Rogers named and
synonym and one considered an aberrant opecies.
described the underground orchid
currently being
researched with funding from the World Wildlife Authority.
1914 x Bryce MeoIntyrev Pallinup River,
Sept. 1914.
criatata 1923 x E. Simpson, Miling, Sept 1923.
Q. la,ndylyc2a 1927 x F. Steward, Beverley, Sept 1926.
radialis 1927 x F. Steward, Beverley, 13 Sept 1927.
x E.H. Iaingv Beoarleyv 1 Sept 1913.
C. sigmoidea 1938
Aug 1937.
Highbury, Sept 1924.
pralm
'
1918 x R. uIIienoy ManjimuppDec 1917.
P, lancealatum 1920 x Symee Johnson, Albany, 25 Sept 1919.
x MPSWE Gourko,Muroakq 4 Sept 1907.
1928 /J. Trott, Corrugin, 23 May 192&x J. Plant, Shsokleton, June 1928.
1930 x O.H. Sargent, Bencubbin, Oct 1924.
x R.E. [dmonaon. Bencubbin, Oct 1929.
x BIT ^ Goedby° Dalwalling, Oct 1929.
1938 x L. Horbury * Kumarl, Aug 1937 "
P. scabra var robusta 1927 x E.T. Goadby, Perth Fremantle
Suanbournev July 1927.
DrakaEajeanensiq 1920 x Jean Rogers, Ravenswood, Sept 1919.

FRIZORICHLUDWIG21ELS, 1624-1945
Director o

I

'

Berlin Botanical Gardens

Dr Dials visited Western Australia in 1900-1901 with E. Preitzel,
teacher of Botenq Berlin. Ha collected extensively some 5,700
specimens of native flora, Of these 235 new species were described.
o Frogme e Phytographic", of the two terrestrials named, one has
been reduced
'
-' to synonym.
1903 x Alex Purdie, Canningtonv Oct 1933.
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Australia's

History of South

1-1 Orchidaceae `/ oontd ° )

ROBERT FITZGEULD 1830 1893
Deguty,Survelor , Gen

New

uth Wales

_Robert Fitzgerald's work made a major contribution to the knowledge of
the Orohidooeao~ The quality of his wark and the attention to detail
illustrated in "Australian Orchids 1876_94 x has never bomnx or is
likely to, be surpassed. He visited Western Australia in 1881 and
collected and named 12 terrestrials. Five have since been reduced tm
synonym by botanical revision. Those remaining are:
Celadenia lobate 1882 x
rberton, Hay River ^ Sept 1881.
C. macrostylis 1882 x Wharberton, Hay River, Sept 1881.
1882 x
rbertnn, Hay River, Sept 1881.
Diuris
x FitzgoraIdv Denmark, Sept 1881.
12evis 1882 882 x Fitzgorald» Wilsono Inlet, Sept 1881 "
882 x Fitzgerald, 8unbury and Dardanua,
Sept 1881.
1882 x Fitzgerald, Albany / Oct 1881.

Several members did bring their specimens of Hilda Poxon to the April
meeting.
It was observed that several mixes were being used with various
reoulto ^ Potting mixes consisted of ingredients such as charcoal, bark,
bluestone and pine bark and even quartzite. A particular specimen was
grown in a hothouse with poor results. Others were grown under sarlon
cloth and shadecloth which produced healthy plants. One particular plant
was grown in quartzite and fine bark and was in particularly good condition.
It was pointed out by Mr A. Phillips that large pots are more suitable
for growing this particular orchid because of Adelaide's dry summers. Perhaps we may see in future Journals an article from these knowledgeable
Hilda Poxon growers.

p

REMINDER
Subscriptions are now due:
Single
Family

$6.00
$8.00
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ANTS FARM ORCHIDS

Les Nesbitt . '

About May last year, soon after the start of the terrestrial growing season,
I noticed tiny dark brown ants had made a nest in one of my pots of Diuris
longifolia.
I grumbled a bit but took no action thinking the winter rain
would soon drown the ants. A few weeks later the ants had nests in the two
adjacent pots also, so I got mad enough to get a can of insecticide and
spray t a top of the three pots. This had very little effect and as the
weeks went by more and more pots had ant holes and ant mounds on the surface.
The orchids were still growing happily so I didn't knock any plants odt but
Zdid squirt insect killer on them from a pressure pack can from time to time.
By September about 30 pots had old or active ant's nests. I reasoned that
it wasn't worth doing anything then because the plants would soon be going
dormant anymay» boo1des, the orchids were flowering and still looked healthy.
The plants eventually died down but signs of the ants (which ere active at
night) were still there.
'
'
When I knocked out the pots I discovered that they were riddled with ant
tunnels and that each tuber had one or two mealy bugs attached to itw The
ants were farming the mealy bugs and feeding them on my orchids. No wonder
they put up with insect sprays since they had a plentiful supply of honeydew from their tame mealy bugs safe below ground. The ants obviously invaded new pots as the bugs multiplied and needed more food. They were even
careful not to overtax each orchid with too many of the sap-sucking bugs.
Needless to say I killed every mealy bug before replanting the tubers. So
far the ants have not reappeared in the terrestrial pots but as soon as they
do, it will be a drop of neat dieldrin in each ant hole as I am too mean to
let insects feed on my orchids if I can prevent them ^

NATIVE ORCHID PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION
Section 1:
Terrestrial and tar epiphyte
growing in natural environment.
Section 2:
Still portrait, e.g. plant in
pot, mounted plant.
Section 3:
Close up of flower or flowers.
Conditions:
Any photograph or slide taken by
the entrant may be submitted and
does not have to be especially
taken for this competition.
All entries to be submitted at the
meeting night, 27 August, 1985.

Please Note:
As the winning entries of each
section will be enlarged by the
Club and displayed at the Spring
Shom ^ slide transparencies would
If a photograph
be preferred.
is submitted a negative must be
available.

