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Views or opinions expressed by authors of articles within this
Journal do not necessarily reflect the views or opinions of the
management committee. We condone the reprint of any articles
if acknowledgment is given.
Front cover from an original drawing of Pterostylis cucullata ssp.
cucullata by Thelma Bridle. Used with her kind permission. Pterostylis
cucullata ssp. cucullata is a rare, short-statured species of Leafy
Greenhood which grows only in coastal regions. Thought to be extinct
in SA, a NOSSA member discovered a large population in 2013,
growing in the lower South East close to the Victorian border.
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NOTICE BOARD

The Native Orchid Society of South Australia meets every fourth Tuesday of the months February to
November at St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. Meeting starts at 8:00 p.m. Doors to the
hall open from 7:15 pm to allow Members access to the Library, Trading Table and Grower’s Forum.

Date

Event

Dec 27th Sat
Jan 5th
Jan 24th Sat
Feb 2nd Tues
Feb 6th Fri
Feb 24th Tues
Mar 3rd
Mar 6th

Field Trip - Mount Lofty Botanic Gardens – bookings essential
Tuber bank orders due
Field Trip - Stipiturus – bookings essential – limit of 10 persons
Committee Meeting – David Hirst’s place
Last day for February Journal articles
General Meeting Speaker : Thelma Bridle - Fungi of the Adelaide Hills
Committee Meeting
Last day for March Journal articles

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS



NEXT GENERAL MEETING FEB 2015

Ms Judith Lydeamore of Upper Sturt
Dr Sandra Penny-Dimri of Auldana

FIELD TRIPS

Please note: no General meetings in December
or January. The next general meeting will be
held on Tuesday 24th February with Thelma
Bridle as guest speaker.

Bookings essential

nossa.membership@gmail.com OR
phone: 8294 8014

ARTICLES FOR NEXT JOURNAL

 December 27th Sat. – Mt Lofty Botanic
Gardens
 2015 January 24th Sat. – Stipiturus Spiranthes. Maximum of 10 persons and
filling fast.

Articles need to reach the Editor no later than
Friday 6th February. Thank you.

COMMITTEE MEETING
Next committee meeting is on Tuesday 3rd
February 2015 at the Hirst’s.

TUBER BANK
Tuber orders are being taken and will be
available in January – please refer to p. 129 for
order form. For further enquiries contact:
Jane Higgs
Phone no 08 8558 6247
PO Box 134, Myponga, SA 5202
Email: jhiggs@activ8.net.au

Sarcochilus hartmanii 'Blue Knob'

ADVANCE NOTICE – NEW BOOK
Rudie Kuiter’s third edition of Orchid Pollinators
of Victoria has been sent to the printers. Being
more than double the size of the 2nd edition it
will make interesting reading. Anyone interested
in a copy please contact NOSSA for details.

Sarcochilus hillii
Photos: David Hirst
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Robert Lawrence
trips required. The role
simply requires management
of bookings for field trips and
provision of documentation
for signing in and ensuring
safety is considered and
recorded. Please contact me
if this is a role that could suit
you.

Membership Fees
After 10 years without a change the
Management Committee recommended a $5
increase in the membership fees to cover the
costs of distributing the Journal. This was
endorsed at the last general meeting. For those
receiving a hard copy in the mail, the fees for
2015 will be $25 and for those only receiving the
electronic version the fee will be $20 per year.
Student and junior membership fees remain
unchanged.

Speaker Coordinator required
Another role that would really help the
management committee is for somebody to
oversee speakers for the monthly general
meetings. This person would need to make
contact with proposed speakers, check that the
website is kept updated with the relevant details
and confirm that speakers are still available
shortly before their assigned meeting.

Management committee nominations
Our AGM is fast approaching, Tuesday 24
March 2015, when the positions of President,
Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer, are
declared vacant. Nominations for any of these
positions are more than welcome, or for the two
ordinary positions on the committee. Please
consider if you could contribute to the running of
NOSSA in this way. Most of us would be happy
to step back and let new members become
involved. Please feel free to discuss your
interest with me or other members of the
committee.

November general meeting
As in previous years the November general
meeting had the annual auction and raffle as
well as the presentation of Spring Show
trophies. This year the supper was served in the
main hall and the benched orchids and picture
display were in the adjacent room. The judging
commentary was provided from the front of the
meeting and selected orchids were brought out,
one at a time, as they were being discussed. A
pleasant time was had by all who attended.

[Nomination forms will be available in the
February issue of the Journal and will be due for
submission by the committee meeting on 3
March 2014.]
Field Trips in 2015
Currently only one field trip is planned for 2015,
this being the Spiranthes field trip in January.
Please think about possible locations for field
trips for the coming year. We would love to have
your suggestions and your requests. Do you
want to add to your photographic collection, to
learn new locations that you can visit on your
own time, or do you want to develop skills in
orchid identification? We can tailor the field trips
to meet such requests from members. Please
let the committee know.

Annual Barbeque
Thanks again to Jane and Don Higgs for hosting
the annual barbeque at their home. The weather
was delightful and a relaxing time of socialising
was enjoyed.
Committee meeting
The committee meeting in early December was
another event that was a delight to be involved
in. We try to keep to the agenda, but I like to
keep discussion open to related topics;
members like to think about possible things that
we can do to make a difference. All this leads to
a smooth running society. As discussed above,
you are welcome to become involved.

We are still looking for a volunteer to act as
Field Trip Coordinator. It is not a time
consuming role, nor requiring detailed
knowledge of orchids, nor is attendance on field
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NOSSA 2014 Spring Show Winners

Trophy Winners: - Rosalie Lawrence, Eric Nesbitt (back) Jane Higgs, Kris Kopicki

Grand Champion of Show
NOSSA Trophy

Champion Epiphyte Hybrid
Australian Orchid Council (AOC) Trophy

J & B. Gay: Dendrobium Yvonne Conway

J & B Gray: Dendrobium Yvonne Conway

Champion Terrestrial Species
Roy Hargreaves Trophy

Champion Epiphyte Species

Kris Kopicki: Caladenia discoides

Eric Nesbitt: Dendrobium kingianum

Wells Trophy
‘Corrigans Red’

Champion Terrestrial Hybrid
Kay Nesbitt Trophy

Champion Novice Terrestrial Species

D & J Higgs: Pterostylis Dusky Duke

Margaret Fuller Trophy
Rosalie Lawrence:

Champion Novice Epiphyte Species

Microtis sp

Margaret Fuller Trophy No award

Robert presents Margaret Fuller
Trophy

Roy Hargreaves’ daughter, Gill,
presents Roy Hargreaves Trophy
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NOVEMBER WINNING PHOTO
Part 1
Rosalie Lawrence
them around orchids. Yet instead of being
called pollinators they are non-pollinators
(Bates & Weber 1990). They visit the
orchids, forage inside the flower and may
even manage to collect some pollinia₁ but
that is all. They may not necessarily visit
another flower of the same species but if
they do, they will fail to deliver the pollinia
to the stigma. (2)
Rudie Kuiter agrees with Bates that hover
flies are not orchid pollinators but just
when we think we have worked it out he
adds “but we have at least one orchid in
Victoria that is pollinated by hoverflies
and witnessed now several times and this
is
Caladenia
catenata”
(synonym
Petalochilus catenatus). Notwithstanding the
case for this species, it would appear that in
most cases hoverflies remove pollinia so that it
is not available to a more specific pollinator.

With a theme of Orchids and Insects we were
able to have two categories – Insect Visitors and
Insects with Pollinia – to be published over two
Journals. This month’s topic then is Insects with
Pollinia for which there were four photographs.
Only one of the photographs had a true
pollinator.

Having discussed hover flies as non-pollinators,
in this month’s competition, which photograph
had a pollinator? – It came last and was Robert
Lawrence’s photograph of a native bee on a
Dipodium pardalinum, another non-nectar
producing orchid. The story of this photograph
was featured in Photographing Orchid
Pollinators, April 2014 Journal.

The winning photograph of Arachnorchis
brumalis with an unidentified hoverfly was taken
by Chris Davey. Resembling wasps but minus
the sting, many hover flies are native to
Australia. Named Hover Flies for their ability to
hover motionless in one spot, they are also
known as Flower Flies because they are often
found hovering around as well as pollinating
flowers. It is not surprising, therefore, to find

A longer version of this article can be found on the
website

(1) Pollinia is basically a coherent compact mass of pollen that allows the pollen to be transported as a single
unit
(2) The stigma is a sticky depression (or swelling) at the front of the column, the receiving surface for the
pollinia necessary for germination.
References:
Smith, James (2014) Information Centre, South Australian Museum, personal communications
Kuiter, Rudie (2014) personal communications
Bates, R.J. & J.Z. Weber (1990). Orchids of South Australia. Adelaide: Flora and Fauna of South Australia
Handbooks Committee.
Australian Museum, (2009) http://australianmuseum.net.au/Hover-flies Accessed 4th Dec 2014
Brown, et al, (2013) Field Guide to the Orchids of Western Australia, Simon Neville Publications
Jones, (2006) Native Orchids of Australia Including the Island Territories, Reed New Holland
Martin, (2005) The Vocabulary of Orchids: An Amateur’s Perspective
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THE 2014 SOUTH AUSTRALIAN ORCHID SEASON
Robert Bates
This season promised so much but delivered so
little: very heavy rains in late autumn and early
winter suggested that 2014 would be a bumper
year for orchids across most of the state except
for the eastern and western border districts
which had missed out.

extended right across SA and orchids were a
real mess. The damage was compounded by
hordes of grasshoppers and sap sucking bugs.
It was not all doom and gloom as NOSSA
members learned from experience that swamp
orchids would benefit from a little less rain than
usual. So that’s where they headed to avoid
thrips (which don’t like swamps) and enjoy the
way a few hot days mean wide open swamp sun
orchids which were a delight in the lower
Southeast.

The rains in winter caused flooding and indeed
they washed away the top soil in many places
that had experienced summer fires. This was
particularly so in the southern Flinders which
were devastated by the Bangor fire, as well as
fires at Eden Valley and Rockleigh. In the
Adelaide Hills the ground was so sodden by
mid-July that orchid leaves were rotting off in all
low lying sites. Nevertheless helmet orchids and
winter greenhoods like Diplodium, Linguella and
Bunochilus were spectacular on any sloping
sites and a mid-winter visit to Wilpena showed a
record flowering of winter orchids such as
Linguella
setulosa,
Hymenochilus
and
Jonesiopsis capillata.

Our NOSSA trips in September and October
were well timed. The September Wirrabara
adventure allowed us to image and collect an
undescribed giant sun orchid on the burned
areas. If we had been a week later we would
have seen mostly dead orchids. Likewise our
Scott Creek visit was perfectly timed as a visit a
week later proved that the number of species
surviving in flower had halved.
By November woodland orchids even in the
wettest parts of the Adelaide Hills were ruined.
Surprisingly the saprophytic orchids, able to
access moisture from fungus and tree roots still
managed to look good and a few sun orchids in
drying water holes made it worth going out. It
was deemed wise to cancel any late October to
Christmas excursions; something that is
becoming increasingly common since climate
drying set in.

Then it all changed. After the first week in
August rainfall mysteriously dropped right off,
the skies cleared and black frosts destroyed not
only wheat crops but also many orchids. Most
places received less than half their average
August, September, October and early
November rains. There were exceptions of
course as the northern Flinders and Olary
Ranges received some good rains. Sadly no
NOSSA members were able to take advantage
of those.

Despite all that, three new South Australian
orchids were named in 2014 and Type
collections made for several others which will be
published in 2015. Getting undescribed species
named
before
they
become
extinct is now a
priority for South
Australia.

By early September the mallee had dried out
and a trip to Billiatt Conservation Park to take
advantage of a big fire
there in April was most
disappointing as orchid
flowers of all species
were
aborting.
By
October the season was
over for most of the state.
The thrip plagues of the
last few years had

125

Native Orchid Society of South Australia Inc. Journal

.

December 2014

Vol. 38 No. 11

ORCHIDS IN SCHOOLS - KILDARE COLLEGE
November 2014

Les Nesbitt
enough native orchid plants each girl will get
one of those as well. With such a large group it
is getting more difficult to give each of them
hands on experience in a lunch period. However
some are now adept at deflasking, dividing
plants, potting up keikis and back bulbs,
sterilizing cutting tools, fertilizing and dealing
with pests such as scale. Several small clumps
of babies tears have been planted to hopefully
cover the black mud floor over time and help
maintain humidity in summer.
All
donated
flasks
have
been
deflasked, the
cymbidiums
into community
pots and the
dendrobiums
singly into 50
mm tubes. The
cymbidium
seedlings
deflasked
earlier in Spring
are doing well
and
should
survive. Some
of the other
seedlings are
weak so will
probably
succumb in the
summer heat.

The shadehouse benching was completed this
month just in time for the end of term. Even with
2 layers of white shadecloth on the eastern end
it still got too hot inside the shadehouse. A
second layer of scrap green shadecloth was
installed at the western end which reduced the
heat of the late afternoon sun. Automatic misting
and watering systems have been installed for
the summer school holidays. The shadehouse
construction is now complete apart from the
door which may be replaced with a zipper so
that butterflies can be introduced into the sealed
interior space.
The rapidly increasing plant collection has been
sorted by cultural requirements. The now
dormant terrestrials are at the dry end. We look
forward to some additions from the NOSSA
tuber bank to boost this small group of just 6
pots. Each of the 19 girls in the orchid group has
been allocated a cymbidium to care for and
exhibit next year if it flowers. When there are

Vale Russell Job
Les Nesbitt
NOSSA member Russell Job passed away suddenly in early December. Along with his wife Edda they
travelled the world searching out orchids and other plants. Their reports on these trips were very
interesting. Russell loved orchids and designed their home in the Adelaide Hills to grow warm loving
plants using such features as a large inside water tank as a heat sink and moveable louvers in the roof
to control sunlight. Russell was a past president of the Orchid Club of SA and a member of other
Adelaide orchid groups. He was easily recognised by his bushy beard and gravelly voice. The orchid
world has lost a true believer.
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Arachnorchis richardsiorum Survey Report
23-26th September 2014
Thelma Bridle

Arachnorchis (Caladenia) richardsiorum is an
endangered, highly localised, endemic orchid of
coastal scrubs and dunes, growing in sandy,
limestone soils. It occurs mainly from north of
Kingston to Southend along the SE coastline
with a small population near Meningie.

Bureau of Meteorology data shows rainfall in
2014 was reduced by 50% below average in
Beachport in July and September with even less
rainfall in August. Robe and Kingston both had
very low rainfall in August and 50% of average
in September. As these months comprise the
growing season for the orchid it was not
surprising that we found numbers to be reduced
from those of previous surveys.

The flowers have greeny-cream segments and a
concolorous labellum with brown teeth on the
margins and 4-6 rows of short, brown calli. The
stem and leaves are erect and hairy.
Occasionally the labellum is suffused with red
coloration towards the tip. Albino flowers with
yellow osmophores are also found. Buds can be
recognised by the protruding dark osmophores
on the sepal tips.

Also it is important to record exactly what is
counted. On this survey, flowering (i.e. mature)
plants only, including some with developing
seedpods, were counted. Some previous
surveys had also included leaves and seedlings.
Leaves can be difficult to distinguish from C.
latifolia and seedlings are subject to heavy
losses in dry summers, both leading to possible
unreliable counts if included. For example – at
one Nora Creina site 200 flowering plants were
counted in 2000, 4,931 individuals in 2007 and
142 flowering in 2014.

NOSSA was asked to assist with a survey and
help local volunteers become familiar with
recognition of the orchid, especially as leaves
appear similar to those of Caladenia latifolia
which is a common species in sandy, coastal
soils. We were pleased to have interested local
volunteers as they are in a better position to
monitor and care for threatened orchid
populations in the region.

A number of sites were on private property and
Tania Rajic of DEWNR, Mount Gambier
organised access. NOSSA members knew of a
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couple of sites DEWNR had not previously
surveyed and we found the number of flowering
plants to be similar to counts in 2008.

Count

Previous
count

130

240 (in 2007)

108

254 (2002 +
2008)

Beachport
Rivoli Bay dunes
small sites)
Lanky's Well

(2

Lake George

48

Robe
Nora Creina

150

Orchid counting in the afternoon was conducted
on an adjacent property not visited by NOSSA
as the following day was the start of another
orchid survey in the Penola area for Forestry
SA.

200 (2000)
4,931 (2007)

Bog Lane (type location)

15

67 (2002)

Sunland

62

219 (2002)

Little Dip CP

11

10 ( 2004)

NOSSA extends thanks to the DEWNR staff
involved in organising and assisting with this
survey including Tania, Raelene, Cath, David;
all the property owners for allowing access and
volunteers from Beachport, Millicent and
Kingston. Thanks also to June Niejalke for
plotting
the
waypoints
for
DEWNR.

(Beach track)
Private properties N of
Kingston

Vol. 38 No. 11

coastal sand dune vegetation with a wide variety
of healthy plant species and many A.
richardsiorum had been recorded on past
surveys. Numbers were fewer this year but
sufficient to point out the key characteristics and
differences with C. latifolia as we were joined by
a number of students from Millicent High School.
The site surveyed on this occasion had been
grazed many years ago and was gradually
recovering. Plants in the coastal scrub were
more sparse and weedy and A. richardsiorum
was few in number. This was not only the result
of poor rainfall but also demonstrating it can
take many years for restoration of a balanced
habitat and recovery of an orchid population.

Counts of flowering A. richardsiorum in SE
SA September 2014
Site

December 2014

78

Private properties near The Granites, north of
Kingston were surveyed. One had pristine

NOSSA TUBER BANK
Jane Higgs
South Australia has numerous native terrestrial
orchid species and the aim of the tuber bank is
to preserve them and keep them from extinction.
One way this is done is with anyone who has
excess tubers donating them to the tuber bank.
The tubers are then offered for sale at $1 per lot
for members of NOSSA around Australia to
purchase and grow. Hopefully, this low price
encourages members to buy lots, grow them on
and when they multiply, donate them back to the
tuber bank and so on. This method is especially
good with endangered species because it
ensures that they are kept in existence, or at
least gives them a chance they wouldn’t
otherwise have.

example, a few years ago, at Kuitpo Forest,
they were about to spray, plough and re-plant
one of the areas where the pines had been cut
down. This area was full of native terrestrial
orchids, many of which would have been lost.
NOSSA was given a license to carry out rescue
digs in this area over a set period of time, so
members went with spades, pots, boxes etc. to
dig up and collect tubers. Loads of these tubers
were later donated to the tuber bank and
distributed to other members and thereby given
a chance of survival.
With the ever-increasing clearing of native
scrub, rescue digs and the subsequent
distribution of the tubers through the Tuber bank
are one way to save these native orchids and
ensure that they are not lost forever.

Another way to help preserve these orchids is
with rescue digs in areas where road works or
clearing for housing etc. is about to occur. For
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NOSSA TUBER BANK FOR 2014/2015
Jane Higgs
I thank all growers who have generously promised
tubers which need to reach me in the first week of
January.

Circle each lot number that you wish to order & could
you please list substitutes, by writing ‘Sub’ by any
that you would like if your first choice is not available.
Lots will have from 2-10 tubers depending on supply
and demand. Tubers in short supply will be issued
on a first come first served basis. Please record the
provenances of tubers you receive if known.

The closing date for orders is the last mail on the 5th
January 2015 and they will be posted out the week
starting the 12th January, 2015. Available to financial
members only.
Price per lot is $1.00 An additional charge of $7.00 for postage and handling costs applies
Subs

Name

Comments /Provenance

1

Chiloglottis trapeziformis

2

Corybas diemenicus

Kuitpo. S.A.

3

Diplodium laxum

Bungonia NSW

4

Diuris orientus

5

Microtis parviflora.

Langwarren Vic

6

Microtis parviflora

Loch Sport Vic.

7

Ptst. curta

8

Ptst. curta Lake

Paramatta NSW

9

Ptst. nana

Limited

10

Ptst. obtusa

11

Ptst. ophiogliossum

12

Ptst. pedunculata

Kuipto SA

13

Ptst. pedunculata

Marble Hill

14

Ptst. truncata

15

Ptst. Bantam

16

Ptst. Dusky Duke

17

Ptst. Dusky Duke

18

Ptst. Goblin

19

Ptst. x ingens

20

Ptst. Nodding Grace

21

Ptst. Hoodwink

22

Serapias lingua

European terrestrial

23

Thelymitra graminea

Western Australia

Tuber Bank ORDER FORM
Post Order To :

Tasmania

J. Higgs

P.O. Box 134

Myponga S.A.

5202

Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……..
Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………Post Code………..
# …………. Lots

(Price per lot $1.00)

$..............

Cheque/Money Order to be made payable to N.O.S.S.A.
129

Postage & packing

$7.00

Total of order

$.............
(In Australian Dollars)
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BENCHED ORCHIDS FOR NOVEMBER 2014
Epiphytes: Open Division
Species:
1st Sarco hartmannii
2nd Sarco hilli
3rd Sarco fitzgeraldii ‘The Clown’

Hybrid
1st Sarco Sunspot
2nd Cym Little Black Sambo
3rd Sarco Harmony X Elegance

Les Nesbitt
G & S Zerbe
Les Nesbitt

Les Nesbitt
G & S Zerbe
Les Nesbitt

Epiphytes: Second Division
Species:
1st Cym madidum
2nd Nil
3rd Nil

Hybrid
1st Nil
2nd Nil
3rd Nil

Jan Adams

Terrestrials: open division
Species:
1st Diuris drummondii
2nd Nil
3rd Nil

Hybrid
1st Nil
2nd Nil
3rd Nil

Les Nesbitt

Terrestrials: Second division
Species:
1st Nil
2nd Nil
3rd Nil

Hybrid
1st Nil
2nd Nil
3rd Nil
BEST ORCHID FOR NIGHT

POPULAR VOTE:
OPEN DIVISION Epiphytes:
Species: Sarcochilus ceciliae
Hybrid: Cym. Little Black Sambo
2nd DIVISION Epiphytes
Species: Cym. madidum
Hybrid: Nil
OPEN DIVISION Terrestrials
Species: Tie
Diuris drummondii
Hybrid: Nil
2nd DIVISION Terrestrials
Species: Nil

Diuris drummondii
S. Howard
G & S Zerbe

Janet Adams

Les Nesbitt
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Benched Orchids November 2014
Photos: David Hirst

Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii 'The Clown x self

Cymbidium madidum

Sarcochilus Melba

Dendrobium ceciliae

Sarc fitzgeraldii 'Mt Warming x The Clown'

Cymbidium madidum

Sarcochilus hartmanii 'Blue Knob'

Cymbidium Little Black Samba

Cymbidium Little Black Samba

Sarcochilus Sun Spot

Sarcochilus hartmannii

Dendrobium ceciliae

Sarcochilus hillii
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