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PATRON: MR L. NESBITT
The Native Orchid Society of South Australia, while taking all due
care, takes no responsibility for loss or damage to any plants
whether at shows, meetings or exhibits.
Views or opinions expressed by authors of articles within this
Journal do not necessarily reflect the views or opinions of the
management committee. We condone the reprint of any articles
if acknowledgment is given.
Front cover from an original drawing of Pterostylis cucullata ssp.
cucullata by Thelma Bridle. Used with her kind permission. Pterostylis
cucullata ssp. cucullata is a rare, short-statured species of Leafy
Greenhood which grows only in coastal regions. Thought to be extinct
in SA, a NOSSA member discovered a large population in 2013,
growing in the lower South East close to the Victorian border.
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NOTICE BOARD

The Native Orchid Society of South Australia meets every fourth Tuesday of the months February to
November at St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. Meeting starts at 8:00 p.m. Doors to the
hall open from 7:15 pm to allow Members access to the Library, Trading Table and Grower’s Forum.
Date
July 16th Wed
July 22nd Tue
July 2nd Tue
July 27th Tue
Aug 1st Fri
Aug 16th Sat
Aug 26th Tues
Sept 6th Sat
Sept 20th Sat
Sept 21st Sun
Sept 23rd Tues

Events
Working Bee at Seven Hills Cellars – Meeting 10 am – details below
General meeting – Speaker: Doug Bickerton Endangered Species. Who
says? Why are some species considered endangered and who decides?
Committee Meeting 7:30 pm at Bob Bates’
Articles for Journal to reach the editor by this date. Nossa.editor@gmail.com
Field Trip – Knott’s Hill Winter orchids – bookings essential
General meeting - Growing Session – Preparing Plants for the Spring Show
Field trip – Meningie - Arachnorchis, Thelymitra epipactoides
Annual Spring Show - St Bernadette’s Hall, South Road, St Marys.
Annual Spring Show - St Bernadette’s Hall, South Road, St Marys.
General meeting – Speaker Steve Howard

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

GROWERS’ FORUM
Les Nesbitt’s growers’ forum meets before
monthly meetings in the side room from 7.15 pm
to 7.45 pm. Everyone is welcome to attend. You
will get your questions answered, and learn a
little about growing native orchids. You may
bring along a plant for discussion.

Michael and Rosemary Gibbard of Belair
Gail Roedriger of Urrbrae
We look forward to getting to know you.
FIELD TRIPS: bookings essential.
Meeting locations provided when booking.
nossa.membership@gmail.com OR
phone: 8294 8014

RECALL OF PERPETUAL TROPHIES
Remember to return these for upcoming show

 Wednesday July 16, Morialta Falls
 Saturday Aug 16, Kuitpo - Winter Orchids

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday 29th July at home of Bob Bates

WORKING BEE - Seven Hill Cellars
Tuesday July 22nd
Meet 10 am at Sevenhill Cemetery
BBQ at 12.30 pm after 2½ hours of weeding in
A. argocalla habitat (white beauty spider).
Contact: Erica Rees on 0408 812 677

FUTURE DATES:
NEXT JUDGES MEETING – 2 nd Aug
ANNUAL SPRING SHOW

MEMBERSHIP FEES

Saturday Sept 20, & Sunday Sept 21
NOTE: There is an urgent need of a show
marshall. All other tasks have been allocated –
just need someone to keep things moving.

There are still quite a few who have not paid for
the year. Others have paid through the bank but
not provided a name.
If you think you might be one of these people
please contact the Treasurer, Gordon Ninnes:
nossa.treasurer@gmail.com
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
ROBERT LAWRENCE

EDITORIAL TEAM

 Photographers to contribute
images.
 Orchid enthusiasts with
identification skills to ensure the
accuracy of the data presented
and the functionality of the
identification tools.
 People willing to help with data entry.
 Assistants to provide feedback on any aspect
of the work.

It was good to see from the last issue of the
journal that the new editorial team is finding its
feet. They have tweaked the format and want
members to feel free to comment on articles and
to write letters to the editor for publishing.
WILD ORCHID WATCH
The process of developing a new website has
commenced The name Wild Orchid Watch for
the project was chosen and the domain name.
www.wildorchidwatch.com has been purchased.

In consideration of some members’ concerns
about the potential risks involved in making
information about orchids available to the
general public, information on specific locations
will not be disclosed. However, should any
member have a concern they are welcome to
share these. At the same time we are also
aware that if we don’t increase the knowledge of
our orchids they are likely to disappear without
anyone left knowing that they were even there.

Following an hour-long Skype session with three
leaders of the New England Wild Flower Society
it has been decided to launch the website as a
tool for identifying 40 common orchids. These
will be the same orchids as those which are the
subject of the poster being prepared with Jason
Tyndall of the Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges
Natural Resources Management Board, (NRM).
This will result in a product that is both useful
and can be added to, as resources allow.

VOLUNTEER COMMUNITY GROUP
INSURANCE

The two main areas of activity will be to:
 produce a database of information and
photographs for each genus and species
 design the website, identification tools and to
adapt freely available software.

Courtesy of the Adelaide and Mt Lofty Ranges
NRM, NOSSA now has free insurance through
the State Government insurers (SAICORP). This
provides for public liability and bodily injury or
death resulting from NOSSA activities involving
unpaid volunteers. To be compliant we need to
conduct risk assessments to identify and avoid
any reasonably foreseeable accident or injury on
site for volunteer activities. Landholder
permission must be obtained and detailed
records must be kept.

Along the lines of the Go Orchids website, a set
of tools suitable for use on mobile phones has
been decided upon to suit a wide range from
school children to professionals conducting
botanical surveys.
Opportunities for members to be involved
include:

REGISTRATION FOR FIELD TRIPS AND
SURVEYS

 A website coordinator with programming
skills to oversee the implementation and
management of the site, particularly as this is
to be kept up to date over coming years.
 A photographic coordinator to obtain, vet and
process photographs for inclusion on the
website.

To conform with these new insurance
requirements participants must now register
prior to any NOSSA Field Trip or Survey. The
location of meeting points will no longer be
announced, with details being provided to
participants when they register.
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ORCHIDS IN SCHOOLS
LES NESBITT

NOSSA has partnered with Kildare College, a
girls high school, through new member Paul
Beltrame, a science teacher at the school. Les
Nesbitt has agreed to be the mentor as both are
located north-east of Adelaide. An orchid club of
up to 10 girls has been formed which will meet
at lunchtimes to study orchid culture.

to prevent soil compaction during monitoring
activities. These orchids should establish this
season and spread out in years to come.

Kildare College has an established native
garden along a back boundary containing
mature trees and shrubs but few ground covers.
It is an ideal spot for introducing native orchids.
To get things started next term, the girls will
plant donated tube stock of 6 local colony
forming terrestrial orchids into suitable habitats
in the native garden after any slugs and snails
have been trapped and eliminated. The species
will be Corybas incurvis, Diplodium robustum,
Diuris orientis, Microtis arenaria, Pterostylis
curta and Pterostylis penduculata. The orchids
will be protected from scratching birds, dogs and
cats by wire cages. Stepping stones will be used

Can you help?
A longer term project is to construct a shade
house on a disused vegetable patch. Donations
of shade house materials and benching will be
gratefully received as Kildare is not a rich
school. Has anyone got spare shade cloth, pipe
or fittings, weldmesh or benching they no longer
need? Paul or Les will be glad to hear from you.
We can arrange pick up.

NOSSA CONSERVATION AND PLANT GROWING
EXERCISE
LES NESBITT

at the July meeting. Those orchids not sold then
will be available at the August meeting for those
members who missed out or want to try a
second plant. NOSSA is subsidising the cost of
the orchids as a conservation measure.
Plants will be recalled in future years for
comparison and to measure progress until the
first plant flowers. The best growers can discuss
their growing conditions and methods so that we
can all learn. It may be several years before we
see the first flower.

This year the native orchid will be Dendrobium
comptonii, a native from Lord Howe Island. This
native epiphytic orchid is easy to grow in SA.
Mature plants grow to half a meter high with
pencil thick pseudo bulbs topped with green
leaves.
The
species
resembles
Den.
gracillicaule but without the spotting on the
backs of the cream flowers. Best grown in a pot
in a bark mix under shade cloth in Adelaide.

Recall of seedlings from previous years
Bring in your seedlings of Dendrobium
teretifolium from 2012 and Dendrobium
linguiforme from 2013 to the July meeting for
comparison of growing methods.

Seedlings in 50 mm tubes will be available for
$2 per plant with a limit of one plant per member
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FIELD TRIP REPORT
SATURDAY, JUNE 28, 2 014

WARREN CONSERVATION PARK AND BEYOND
LEO DAVIS

The day’s weather forecast for Adelaide, a more
clement spot than the Williamstown region was
predicted to be a maximum of 13ºC; showers,
possible hail and strong gusty winds.

found only in the highest spots in the Mt Lofty
Ranges.
At the top of the climb we joined the easier
walking track and Bob spotted rosettes of
Oligochaetochilus bisetus complex. (Beats me
how he knew they were not O. boormanii
complex but that shows my level of
understanding.) Currently something like 20
species of Rufoushoods have been classified
and maybe 40 more are in the process of being
so. Remarkably there was a time when ALL
were known as Pterostylis rufa, hence the
common name.

Back in the second half of last century, when I
was processing B & W Tri-X, my index finger,
which I had to remember not to lick, was pretty
good at estimating 20ºC. On arrival at Warren, it
said 5ºC, but Rosalie Lawrence, with her better
calibrated device, said it was 5.5ºC. Later in the
day it warmed closer to 8ºC. Maybe that
accounted for a muster of just 7 enthusiasts,
including 3 debutantes (Gail, Rosemary, and
Michael) gathering at Kersbrook at 10 am.
Hardly any rain fell, and certainly there was no
hail, though one of us got to Hale, later. There
was, however, plenty of wind.

Leaves of A. tentaculata (King Spider Orchid or
Large Comb Spider Orchid) were common. I
think it was Rosalie who spotted a small patch of
Bunochilus viriosus (Adelaide Hills Banded
Greenhood or Tall Greenhood). Robert, our leaf
specialist, pointed out the non-flowering rosettes
which are raised above the ground like tiny
Xmas trees. Urochilus sanguinea (Maroon
Banded Greenhood) were seen but were not
common. Bob noted that many were infected
with a virus, most likely spread by thrips. Only
he could have spotted leaves of Thelymitra

Bob led us up a steep climb and some thought
he was just being contrary, but not at all. He
showed us Diplodium hybrid (D. robustum x D.
sp. Adelaide Hills) flowers, many having been
damaged by hail in previous days. Then he
showed us pegged leaves of the endangered
Arachnorchis behrii (Pink Lip Spider Orchid),
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which were infested with rust and so were not
going to flower this season according to Bob.
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number of tiny rosettes of the Linguella, which
Bob said was one of the rarest orchids in SA”

Fig. 2 Diplodium sp. possibly “Adelaide Hills”.
These two Diplodium flowers were found about 40
cm apart and show strikingly different markings.

Fig 1. Diplodium sp. possibly “Adelaide Hills”

We were led on an enjoyable climb/clamber, off
track, to two different examples of D. sp
Adelaide Hills. (Small Shell Orchid). Seeing this
currently undescribed taxon motivated Bob to
tell us of the difficulties involved in getting
descriptions of the more than 100 undescribed
orchid species published. For example there is a
long waiting list for publication in The Journal of
the Adelaide Botanic Garden, partly due to
funding restrictions

At Mt Crawford we found a range of colours of
the dioecious (having female and male flowers
on separate plants) Wurmbeas. Some Wurmbea
species are monoecious and hermaphrodite
(female & male parts on the same plant and on
the same flower). Robert also showed us some
Diplodiums that Bob said were hybrids.

Robert was keen to photograph specimens of
the non-orchid, Wurmbea latifolia ssp.
vanessae, (Early Nancies) which was described
by Bob Bates in 1995(1). This required quite a
long drive to the chilly summit of Mt Crawford
North. On the way Bob showed us a roadside
location, outside Watts Gully N.F.R., where a
small number of another undescribed orchid,
Linguella sp Warren (Little Warren Greenhood)
were in leaf. The cameras were quickly
focussed on rosettes of U. sanguinea before
Bob, in his typically forgiving manner, pointed
out our error. We were directed to a small

Fig. 3 Female flowers of Wurmbea latifolia ssp.
vanessae.
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As sensible bods headed home, I detoured to
Hale Conservation Park (Williamstown), where
it did rain, and I found widespread beds of
Acianthus pusillus (Mosquito orchid) in busy
flower. We had seen them at Warren too, but
less advanced.
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From a NOSSA outing led by Bob Bates, in
June 2013, I had learnt that Diplodium robustum
(Common Green Shell Orchid) and D. sp.
Adelaide Hills, and their hybrid, occur at Hale.
Being alone I could not identify what I found but
suspect the long point on the dorsal sepal
means at least some D. robustum was present
in flowering plants up to 18 cm high.

Pterostylis nutans (Nodding Greenhood) were
all but open with most plants very short, the
tallest barely 17 cm high. What looked like two
species (or forms?) of Linguella nana were in
flower, distinguishable, if only by one having
long petioles (leaf stalks) and the other almost
none. The one with raised rosettes, long petioles
and hairy stems was most likely the undescribed
Linguella sp. Hills nana (White Haired Little
Greenhood).

The only Sun Orchid that I can identify by leaves
alone, Thelymitra glaucophylla (Glaucous Leaf
Sun Orchid), was in hearty leaf and tiny bud.
We had a great outing. Our thanks are due both
to Bob Bates and Robert Lawrence who shared
their expertise with us and led us to various
delights.
Reference:
Bates, R.J. (1995).The Species of Wurmbea
(Liliaceae) in South Australia. J. Adelaide Bot. Gard.
16: 33-53

Corysanthes diemenica (Veined Helmet Orchid)
was in flower. It was odd to see many U.
sanguinea plants, with just 1 or 2 flowers that
were barely 5 cm high and then about 100m on,
patches with many plants up to 50 cm high with
12 or more flowers. Was this because of two
different clones or two different habitats (soil,
water, Shelter)?

Author’s Note: Some of you, possibly correctly,
will consider Bunochilus, Diplodium, Linguella
and Urochilus all as members of Genus
Pterostylis.

MELBOURNE ORCHID SPECTACULAR

ORCHID SHOW & SALE (OSCOV)
Dates:
Location:

22, 23 & 24 August 2014
Boxhall Pavilion, KCC (State Dog Centre)
655 Westernport Highway, Skye, Victoria

A few brochures will be available at next meeting or

contact: secretary@oscov.asn.au, or
 check website: www.oscov.asn.au
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EDWARD ROY HARGREAVES OAM
(1911 — 2003)
R E P R I N T E D W I TH P E R MI S S I O N F R O M “ T H E W A N O S C G 4 0

TH

ANNIVERSARY BOOK”.

Figure 1 Photo courtesy of L. Scott Rogers.

In July 1976, while visiting Perth and being at at
the home of Nell and Herb Foote (President of
the Western Australian Group), the phone rang
and a member advised him that an area was to
be subdivided for housing and should he do
something about rescuing the native orchids?
The thought struck me: Who would be contacted
if the same happened in South Australia?”

Edward Roy Hargreaves (Roy) was born in
Middleton, South Australia on 20th October
1911. He was educated at Middleton Primary
School, Victor Harbor Higher Primary School,
Strathalbyn High School and the South
Australian Trade School, Adelaide.
Roy had recollections of his boyhood picking
native terrestrial orchids—an activity that would,
under most circumstances, be illegal today. This
love of orchids stayed with him throughout his
life but it wasn’t until he retired in the 1970’s that
he really became involved in the preservation
and conservation of native orchids.

CO-FOUNDER OF NOSSA
On his return from Perth, Roy set about
organising what would become NOSSA in
association with Les Nesbitt. Says Les: “Roy
twisted arms, including mine, to start a native
orchid society. He did all the behind the scenes
work to make it happen such as organising
people, venue, a Chairman, letters, publicity,
etc. He made numerous phone calls and car
trips at his own expense.”

WANOSCG MEMBER
Roy joined WANOSCG (WA Native Orchid
Study & Conservation Group) in 1974 and was a
co-founder (with Les Nesbitt) of the Native
Orchid Society of South Australia (NOSSA).
This is how Roy described the events leading to
the formation of NOSSA in an article
commemorating its 10th anniversary.

NOSSA was established in 1977 and Roy was
made its Secretary. He held several committee
positions and only stepped down in 2000 after
23 years of service.
R.S. ROGERS SHADEHOUSE

“About six months after the Western Australian
Native Orchid Study Group was formed a
paragraph was published in the Australian
Orchid Review (Vol 39, No 4, page 173, 1974)
advising readers of same. It was then that Les
Nesbitt and I joined that group.

Roy also assisted in establishing the R.S.
Rogers Shadehouse in 1982 in the grounds of
the Adelaide Botanic Gardens. This project was
in recognition of the contribution made to
orchidology by Dr Richard Sanders Rogers, late
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spelling list,
dictionaries.

of Adelaide. The shadehouse served to
perpetuate native terrestrial orchid species
through cultivation so as to provide plants for
research programs and to provide visiting
botanists with live plants to study. Roy oversaw
the removal of the orchid house and its large
collection of terrestrial orchid species to the
Black Hill Research Centre, and managed this
nationally recognised project for more than
fourteen years.

Vol. 38 NO 6
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and

teachers

reaching

for

NOSSA SPRING SHOWS
Roy was not only an organiser of NOSSA’s
Annual Spring Show since its inception in 1981
but of numerous other shows and displays in
South Australia. He organised several orchid
rescues and was involved in numerous others.
He collected and disseminated anything to do
with native orchids: newspaper clippings,
scientific articles, journals, audio tapes, etc. As
soon as he joined WANOSCG, he requested the
group’s newsletter be sent to him. In return he
sent the South Australian orchid bulletins to
WANSOCG.

Fig 3 Roy showing schoolchildren from Upper
Sturt Primary School orchids in the bush. Photo
from NOSSA education package, 1986.

NOSSA LIFE MEMBER
Roy was the first person to be awarded Life
Membership of NOSSA by unanimous decision
at the 1983 Annual General Meeting. In
November 1993, Roy was presented with a
special award for his considerable contributions
to the Society. In 1997, he was awarded the

MR CURTA
Roy was affectionately
known as “Mr Curta” as
he used to grow it. His
wash troughs full of
Pterostylis curta were
well known to old
NOSSA members and
some still have Roy’s P.
curta in cultivation. He Fig 2 Pterostylis curta.
Photo by A. Stephenson ,
used to give away pots
NOSSA .
of this relatively easy to
grow orchid to work experience students in hope
that they, too, would develop an appreciation for
Australian orchids.

OAM
Medal of the Order of Australia for his dedication
to the conservation of Australian Native Orchids
and for his tireless service to NOSSA.
He was awarded Honorary Life Membership of
WANOSCG in 2001. Roy kept in touch with
developments in the West to the very end. Noel
Clarke, another WANOSCG Life member and
the editor of the WANOSCG bulletin at the time
remembers Roy calling him to discuss an article
from the bulletin just a few weeks before his
passing.

ORCHIDS IN SCHOOLS

Roy passed away in July 2003, aged 91. Psalm
sheet at his funeral featured... you guessed
it:.an orchid, his favourite Pterostylis curta.

He was involved in an educational package
NOSSA put together and had some innovative
ways to get children to learn about native
orchids. His visit to the Sturt primary school in
October 1984 resulted in such words as
terrestrial, epiphytes, Pterostylis and orchid
making their appearance on the school’s

Photos and materials for this article were
supplied by NOSSA and Lauder Scott Rogers
and are published here with their permission.
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JUNE MEETING
LORRAINE BADGER

Despite the cold and wintry evening a number of
folk ventured out. Les’ Growers’ Forum before
the meeting went well despite the occasional
accompaniment of hammers as John Badger
and Fred Meyers assembled a library cupboard.

beset by weather extremes greater than those
experienced in Adelaide. With temperatures
ranging from -10º to +46º C., being in a high
wind risk location, periods of hail, or frost to
contend with, it soon became obvious that
orchid growing information provided for Adelaide
conditions was not always suitable.

Those who braved the bitter cold were well
rewarded with a fascinating account of the
evolution of Jane Higgs’s hobby, orchid growing,
illustrated by many descriptive photos. Despite
numerous obstacles which would deter many,
Jane, with the help of husband Don, has built up
an enormous collection of prize winning orchids
covering an amazing variety of species.

Ways needed to be found to create ideal
conditions, initially for cymbidiums and later, as
the collection increased, for other species. Jane
shared some of the innovative methods they
have used. Their journey has also required
persistence, patience and much hard work. All
this on top of teaching, judging and travelling!
Thank you Jane, for sharing your story.

Whilst living at Myponga may seem idyllic it is

JUNE WINNING PHOTO
ROSALIE LAWRENCE

Fifteen photographs were entered on the night.
Pauline Meyer’s Caladenia discoidea was
pipped at the post by David Mangelsdorf’s
winning picture. John Badger and Jane Higgs
were equal third, and David Hirst, John Dunn,
Robert Lawrence, Lorraine Badger and Marg
Paech were the other entrants.
Looking back over the last three winners, a royal
theme emerges. In April it was the elegant
Queen Orchid, in May the flamboyant Queen of
Sheba and this month it is the dignified Queen
Spider Orchid (although the more usual
common name is Narrow Lipped Spider Orchid).
The botanical name for this species is
Arachnorchis leptochila spp. leptochila (syn.
Caladenia leptochila). An endemic species of
SA, it is mainly found in the Mount Lofty Ranges
where it favours leached stony soils. Flowering
in spring, it is easily recognised by the upswept
segments and narrow labellum.
Usually these orchids are characterised by dark
clubs which can be seen even in bud, but in this
picture they are light coloured. This could be
due to variation within the species, as
occasionally pale coloured flowers have been
found. Interestingly in doing an image search on
the web I found none with light coloured clubs.

Send competition images to:
nossa.enquiries@gmail.com or mailed to PO
Box 565, Unley SA (postcode) or brought to the
meeting on the night
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BENCHED ORCHIDS FOR JUNE 2014
EPIPHYTES: OPEN DIVISION
Species: no representations
1st Nil
2nd Nil
3rd Nil

Hybrid
1st Den. Anne’s Rainbow Surprise
2nd Den. Hilda Poxon
3rd Den. Anne’s Rainbow Surprise

M & L Guy
Les Nesbitt
Les Nesbitt

EPIPHYTES: SECOND DIVISION
Species: no representations
1st Nil
2nd Nil
3rd Nil

Hybrid
1st Den. Jesmond Sparkler ‘Greg Hall’ Jan Adams
2nd Den. Avril’s Gold
Jan Adams
3rd Den. Jonathon’s Glory ‘Dark Joy' Eric Nesbitt

TERRESTRIALS: OPEN DIVISION
Species:
1st Pterostylis ophioglossa
2nd Nil
3rd Nil

Hybrid
1st Pterostylis X toveyana
Les Nesbitt
2nd
3rd Den. Jonathon’s Glory Dark Joy Eric Nesbitt

Les Nesbitt

TERRESTRIALS: SECOND DIVISION No representations
POPULAR VOTE:

BEST ORCHID FOR NIGHT

OPEN DIVISION Epiphytes:
Species: nil
Hybrid: Den. Anne’s Rainbow Surprise M & L Guy

Den. Jesmond Sparkler ‘Greg Hall’

Jan Adams

2nd DIVISION Epiphytes
Species:
Hybrid: Den Anne’s Rainbow Surprise Les Nesbitt
OPEN DIVISION Terrestrials
Species: Pterostylis ophioglossa
Hybrid: Pterostylis x toveyana
2nd DIVISION Terrestrials
Species: Nil
Hybrid: Nil

Dendrobium
Anne’s Rainbow Surprise

Les Nesbitt l
Les Nesbitt

Pterostylis
(L) ophioglossa
(R) x toveyana
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Dendrobium
Anne’s Rainbow Surprise

Dendrobium Jesmond Sparkler 'Greg
Hall'

Dendrobium Avril’s Gold

Pterostylis ophioglossa

Dendrobium Hilda Poxon

Dendrobium Jonathon’s Glory
'Dark Joy'

1

Pterostylis x toveyana

