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 NEXT MEETING  

         Tuesday, 28 February, 1973, at 8.00 p.m. sharp.  

         Goodwood Boys High School, Hardy Street, Goodwood .  

         Mr Alwin Clements, Past President of the S.A. Photographic Federa-  

         tion will give us a talk entitled "Do's and Don'ts — Photography  

         of Flowers".  

 

         Plant display and commentary, raffle and trading table, library.  

 

 LAST MEETING                                Attendance 53  

 

 Harold Goldsack gave an interesting talk, illustrated with slides, on our  

 native orchids.  

 

POPULAR VOTE  

Epiphyte;  Vanda tricolor grown       Terrestrial;  Prasophyllum australe  

by Harold Goldsack.  Three            grown by Bob Bates.   One plant with  

 spikes of large attractive           a tall spike in a 6 inch pot.  Dark  

white flowers with purple spots       brown and white flowers in excellent  

 and purple lips.                     condition up the spike with buds at  

                                      the top not yet open.  

 

ANNUAL GENERAL- MEETING  

 

The first Annual General Meeting of NOSSA will be held at 8.00 p.m. on  

Tuesday, 28 March, 1978.    The A.G.M. will be followed by the normal monthly  

meeting.  Full details will be published in the March newsletter.  

 

NOMINATIONS FOR COMMITTEE  

 

All positions on committee fall vacant at the A.G.M. and a new committee  

will be elected.  Nomination forms are included with this journal.   Com-  

pleted forms should reach the Secretary before the start of the A.G.M.  

Nominations are required for:  

 

                   President             Treasurer  

                  Vice President         Committee  

                   Secretary                (four positions)  
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NEW MEMBERS  

 

Mrs I.R. Harrington, V7embley, W.A.  

Mr. R. Datodi, Diamond Creek. Vic.  

Miss H.E. Franklin, Mt . Gambier.  

Mr A. Phillips, Hazelwood Park.  

Mrs M.B. Brune, Burnside.  

 Mr I.S. Brown, Koolywurtie.  

 Mr R. Peters, Chandada.  

 Mr. H. Goldsack, Glengowrie.  

 

 SEED BANK  

 

 Seed of the following species is available from Mary Earle:  

 

                  Caladenia:   dilatata.  

                  Diuris:   longifolia, maculata.  

                  Microtis:  unifolia.  

                  Pterostylis:   nana, nutans, vereenae, vittata.  

 

     WE NEED AN EMBLEM  

 

     NOSSA needs an emblem for letterheads, badges, signs, car  

      stickers, etc.  Committee has decided to ask all members to  

      submit designs for consideration.  

 

      1. You can submit as many entries as you wish.  

 

      2. Drawings should be reasonably simple as dies and stamps  

          must be made to the design.  

 

      3. Use a quarto size sheet of paper for each drawing.  

 

     4. More than 2 or 3 colours will be expensive for badge  

          making so will count against a design.  The emblem should  

         also look effective in black and white when used on  

          normal printing paper as in our newsletter.  

 

          Include a few notes on the ideas represented by the  

          design if applicable.  

 

          Entries to the Secretary. Closing date is the April  

          meeting.  

 

ERRATA  

 

1.  The book on orchids by Rosa Fiveash was donated to the Society library  

     by Bubs Gready and not purchased by the club as reported last news-  

     letter.  

 

2.  The Queensland swamp orchid is nowadays known as Phaius tancarvilliae.  

     This orchid name has had several spellings over the years as a check  

     of older reference books will show.  Please amend, your November news-  

     letter.  

 

 

 

 

DUPLICATOR  

 

The Society has purchased a Roneo duplicator for $380.00.  This is the  

first newsletter to be printed on our own machine.  
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 OUR RAREST ORCHIDS - No. 8    R. Bates  

 

 Truly aquatic orchids are very few and Australia  

 has none. The nearest to being aquatic is Microtis  

 orbicularis. I have seen these tiny green and red  

 onion orchids flowering completely submerged but  

 more often the flowers are just above water before  

 they open and in a dry year it will still flower  

 with the plant in damp mud only.  

 

 These insignificant  little orchids are rarely  

 collected in South Australia firstly because few  

 people look for orchids in waterholes and secondly  

 because they resemble the non-orchidaceous 

 Triglochin, a far more common swamp plant.  

 One interesting feature of Microtis orbicularis is  

 the rapid development of the seed pod - often the  

 lowest seedpod has dried and spread its seed while  

 the top flower is still in bud - in fact it is often  

 only a fortnight between the time the flower opens  

 and the time the seed is dispersed.  

 

 Microtis orbicularis occurs in South Australia in  

 waterholes of the South East, such as Bool Lagoon. 

 It once grew where the Myponga Reservoir is and in  

 the "suburbs" of Victor Harbour.   In 1977 I found  

 it in larger numbers in waterholes around Lake  

 Alexandrina and it may even occur along the Murray. 

                                                           Microtis orbicularis  

 

 FIELD TRIP - 22 January 1978  

 

 Our first field trip for 1978 took place on one of those particularly 

unpleasant days for South Australia, when the thermometer topped 55°C and  

 the humidity was high, though fortunately the rain held off until after  

 the visit to the Belair Recreation Park had ended.  

 

 The extremely dry summer, following a dry winter and spring all acted to  

 deny us the opportunity for seeing one of the orchids we hoped to find,  

 as there were no traces of Orthoceras strictum to be seen.   However,  

 under the leadership of Ray Nash, we found many specimens of Dipodium  

 punctatum, at varying stages of flowering.  The dry summer has meant  

 that many of them were looking rather bleached, and some had quite advanced 

seedpods.  To further aid this, Ray gave us a demonstration of  

how to pollinate them.  Many of the flowers were pale, but towards the.  

 end of the visit, we also found some deep pink ones.  

 

 These Dipodiums were all restricted to the upper end of the Park where  

 they were found growing in association with the stringy bark, Eucalyptus  

 obliqua.  Nicholls (1969) remarks that it was once thought to be parasitic on 

eucalypts, but in reality it is a saprophyte "living on dead  

 organic material in symbiosis with a fungus in its root-system".  

 

Being the only flowering orchid to be seen on this trip further  

 justifies its use as the cover illustration for this month's journal,  

but while orchids may have been in short supply, our visit was also  

brightened by occasional examples of the attractive little blue-flowered  

Lobelia gibbosa.  

 

Reference  

Nicholls, W.H., Orchids of Australia.  

  Melbourne:  Nelson, 1969.
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 PLANTS ON DISPLAY - 22 November 1977  

 The November meeting was the last one for the year, with both the Society,  

 and most of our South Australian orchids, going into summer recess.  

Nevertheless, although several of the specimens on display were past their best,  

 we also saw two species, both terrestrials, just commencing to flower.  

 These were Spiranthes sinensis and a Northern Territory specimen of Calanthe  

 triplicata.  

 Those in the former state included two pots of Chiloglottis trapeziformis,  

 brought along to show the elongation of the stems due to pollination - a  

 characteristic of several of our smaller terrestrial orchids.  This is  

 almost certainly in order to aid seed dispersal, with the plants exploiting  

 the phenomenon better known to aircraft engineers as boundary layer conditions 

- a layer of relatively still air close to the surface of the earth,  

 compared with a much windier state a few centimetres further away.  

 

 Others at the end of their season included the solitary Caladenia on display,  

 C. dilatata (the same pot as last month), and two Pterostylis, biseta and  

 hamata.  These dry-land Pterostylis have a longevity that very nearly puts  

 them in the class of everlastings!  Finally, in this category was an example  

 of a species fairly rare in South Australia, Paracaleana minor.  

 

 From the Adelaide Hills, we saw cut examples of Caleana major and two 

 Thelymitras; ixioides, with the pretty spotted blue flowers, and a hybrid of  

 mucida x pauciflora; Cryptostylis subulata and Microtis parviflora.  

 

 Three other Microtis were on display, namely M. unifolia; and the tiny M.  

 atrata, found in the damper spots in the Mount Lofty Ranges; together with  

 the only red species found in South Australia, M. orbicularis.  The other  

well-represented genus on display was Prasophyllum, including P. hartii (a  

 cut specimen, and an example of the smaller S.E. form) and a cut specimen  

 of P. gracile, while the popular vote for this month was awarded to an  

 example of the stately and sweetly-scented P. australe, another of the  

 species preferring damper areas.  

 

Finally we had a solitary cut specimen of Diuris brevifolia, one of the  

 last Diuris of the season in South Australia.  

 

As regards the epiphytes, this is probably the first time a South Australian 

orchid society has had four Cymbidiums on display, all of them  

natives, including two each of suave and canaliculatum var sparkesii, at  

 least one of the latter winters in a cold glass-house.  

 

The solitary Sarcochilus on display was an unnamed second-generation hybrid,  

Lois x fitzgeraldii.  

 

Prize for the plant with the biggest name this month goes to the diminutive  

Dendrobium lichenastrum forma aurantiaco-purpureum (to give its abbreviated  

name!).  Dockrill (1965) classed D. lichenastrum as being "one of Australia's  

most complex and controversial orchids".  Other Dendrobiums included the  

edible-looking D. cucumerinum, which is usually found growing along the  

underside of the branches of its host trees; and D. antennatum, from Cape  

York - this last species winters in comfort in a heated glasshouse.  

 

Pride of place amongst the epiphytes was the plant brought along by the  

distinguished visiting speaker, Harold Goldsack.  Easily the most exotic  

species to be seen at this year's meetings, and winner of the Popular Vote;  

one of the two Australian Vandas, namely tricolor. Classed as very rare  

in Australia where it has only been recorded in the Northern Territory,  

Dockrill (1969) remarks that it has never been recorded in New Guinea, but  

is widespread in Indonesia.  

 

References  

 

Dockrill, A.W. (1965), Orchadian. 1, 28.  

               Australian Indigenous Orchids.   Sydney; SGAP, 1969.
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Plants on Display (contd.)  

May I emerge from anonymity and use              Anyone interested in grow-  

 this opportunity to extend, on behalf           ing native orchids is  

 of all members of the society, a sin-           referred to the latest  

 cere thankyou to all those people who           issue of Australian Plants  

brought along specimens to our monthly           (Vol. 9, Number 72:  Sep-  

meetings and so helped to make such a            tember 1977, pp 175-178),  

 success of our inaugural year.  If you          where appears the article  

 can bring twice as many to the meetings         "Terrestrial Orchids from  

 this year, we'll outdo the Chelsea              Seed" by our President,  

Flower Show yet!                                 Les Nesbitt.  

                         Peter Hornsby  

 

 CULTURE NOTES  

Epiphytes  

 Summer is nearly over so you must change your cultural habits now or you  

will be in trouble.   Day length is rapidly decreasing at this time of the  

 year and the nights are becoming longer and cooler.   From mid-February I  

 cease watering in the evening.   Rot troubles are always a danger in late  

February and March if plants remain sodden overnight.   Confine your afternoon 

watering to the walls and floor and leave the orchids dry.   Water the  

plants regularly in the morning in warm weather.  

 

Many species are making strong growths and will benefit from occasional  

 fertilizing in weak doses.  You may need to reduce shading after mid-  

March to help ripen these new growths if plants are in a house with a  

painted glass roof.  

 

 Pests such as aphids, scale and mealy bugs are increasing in numbers as  

 the weather is more to their liking.  Don't let them get established.  

Keep a sharp eye open for them, especially on those hard to reach plants  

 at the back of the bench.  

 

 Terrestrials  

All ground orchid pots should be in their growing positions by mid-  

February.   Top up with chopped pine needles if needed.   It is too late now  

 for repotting as the tubers are beginning to shoot.  A few growers have  

 greenhoods up already.  These pots have usually had summer watering and  

are well shaded.  My first plants always appear in the first week of March.  

The majority come up in April and May.  Others don’t show up until June  

or even later.  Don't be in a hurry to get your terrestrials growing as  

they are subject to rot troubles in hot weather.   They are much happier  

in the cool late autumn and winter days.  

 

Light waterings can be given but do not saturate the soil in the pots.  

Pull up weeds as soon as they appear.   Seed may be sown now but there is  

no hurry.  April is probably the best month to sow seed.  

 

AUSTRALIAN ORCHID REVIEW  

 

We gratefully acknowledge the reference by Mr. Ronald Kerr, Editor of the  

Australian Orchid Review of December 1977,  on page 228, which reads as  

follows:  

 

      "N.O.S. of S.A. 102 not out  

 

      The Native Orchid Society of S.A. was only formed early this  

      year, yet in 7 months to September it had achieved a membership of 102.     

The Society has organised several field days  

      and issues a very readable monthly bulletin."  
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR  

 I should like to bring to your notice an error that occurred in one of  

 the articles written by myself that you published in the November 1977  

newsletter.   This may have been an omission on my behalf or a typing  

 error when the newsletter was prepared.  The omission is in the article  

 titled "The Recovery of Small Tubers at Repotting", on page 5, second  

paragraph, line three, and is a small word with a big meaning.   The word  

 is "not" and the sentence should read "If any of the finer fraction is  

not to be used or mixed back into the new compost,".  As you will now  

 see this gives a most positive meaning to that sentence.  

 

There is another error in the article "Resumed Field Trip - 9 October  

 1977" on page 9, second paragraph, and concerns the name given to a  

 species of Prasophyllum.  In the article mention is made of P. occidentale,  

 this name should be P. patens as I was asked to identify this  

plant.  P. occidentale to my knowledge has not been reported from this  

 section of the Belair Recreation Park.  The area where this plant  

used to be found was in the old 28 acre area that has been destroyed to  

make way for modifications to the golf course.   I believe the plant that  

we now call P. patens is shortly to undergo a name change or the name  

patens will be applied to another well known species.  This seemingly  

will leave another ugly gap of confusion as has been left in the Thelymitra  

over the plant we all used to call T. aristata.  This plant is at  

present referred to as T. nuda, but to my satisfaction no one has really  

 sorted out what T. nuda is.  I ask you not to worry about these name  

 changes at present for these are only mild to those that are to come  

 about in the next few years.  

                                                          Raymond C. Nash  

 

 

 

LIBRARY REPORT FOR YEAR ENDED 31 December 1977  

 

During the year we have seen our library progress steadily to the point  

where we have 45 books, sets of journals, magazines and papers available  

for issue to members.  

 

Thanks principally to the generosity of members and friends we now have  

most of the important works published on Australian native orchids.  The  

notable exceptions are perhaps Fitzgerald’s works, and to a lesser degree  

Native Orchids of Tasmania, by M.I. Firth, which is out of print.  

 

Early in 1978 we can look forward to a reprint of Part 1 of Black's Flora  

of South Australia.  We understand that this will incorporate a complete  

review of the Orchidaceae Section - a work which has been undertaken by  

staff at the State Herbarium.  

 

To extend our knowledge and appreciation of our own native orchids we  

hope to add to the library during the next few months standard works on  

orchids of some of our neighbouring countries where many species are  

common to both.  

 

We are hoping to obtain copies of:  

 

Flora of New Zealand, Volume II, by L.B. Moore and E. Edgar.  

This contains the Orchidaceae Sections and covers all New Zealand indigenous 

orchids.  

 

Orchids of Papua New Guinea, by Andrea Miller  

Orchids of Malaya, by Professor R.F. Holttum.  

This is issued as Volume I of Flora of Malaya.  
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ORCHIDS SEEN IN FLOWER DURING FIELD TRIPS  1977  

 

 1977 will be remembered as a particularly dry year, with the total annual  

 rainfall for Adelaide at *433 mm, compared with an average annual rainfall of 

551 mm.  

 

 Following through the calendar year, the summer, then the winter, and  

 again this last summer, have all been dry.   This has taken its toll of  

 the orchids both in terms of when they appeared (often much later than  

usual) and their floriferousness (much less than usual), whereas some did  

 not appear at all.  

 

 The location, what was seen, and when, are shown below.   Hopefully, this  

 list will be maintained annually, leading to a comprehensive record or  

 orchid flowering in South Australia.  

 

 1977 

 3/7 31/7 27/8 1/10 9/10 30/10 

 B MCP K CS M M B CG 

Acianthus caudatus   x x     

A. exsertus x x       

Caladenia carnea       x  

C. deformis    x     

C. dilatata     x x x x 

C. leptochila     x x x  

Corybas dilatatus x x x x     

Diuris longifolia     x x x  

D. maculata     x x   

Glossodia major     x x x  

Lyperanthus nigricans      x   

Microtis unifolia      x   

Prasophyllum patens       x  

P. pallidum       x  

P. rufum (s nigricans) x        

Pterostylis  longifolia x        

P. nana  x  x     

P. nutans   x      

P. pedunculata   x  x  x x 

P. plumosa       x x 

P. scabra var robusta x        

P. vittata x  x      

Thelymitra antennifera     x x x  

T. aristata      x  x 

T. fusco-lutea        x 

T. pauciflora      x x  

T. macmillanii       x  

T. rubra     x x x  

 

 

  Notes;  

  date shown as day/month  

  Locations are:                              * compared with an even drier  

     B = Belair Recreation Park                 year the previous year (total  

    CG = Cherry Gardens                         annual rainfall:   566 mm), so  

    CS = Cox’s Scrub                            the effects of the low rain-  

     K = Kyeema Conservation Park               fall this year will be accen-  

     M = Morialta Conservation Park             tuated by a cumulative failure  

   MCP = Montacute Conservation Park            of new plant growth.  
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DIURIS HYBRIDS IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA  

Wherever two or more Diuris species are found flowering together there are  

 sure to be hybrids, especially if the soil is disturbed, i.e. roadside or  

 old quarry.  

 

Though each species tends to be pollinated by a different native bee, the  

 cocaine provided in the stigmatic secretions confuses the insects and  

because the height of the viscid disc is fairly constant in all species  

bees easily transfer pollinia from one species to another.  

 

Diuris parachila is a hybrid between D. pedunculata and D. maculata.  It  

 is a highly variable hybrid often with the best characteristics of both  

parents while other specimens have the smaller flower size of D. maculata  

 combined with the tendency to only partly open as in some forms of D.  

 pedunculata, and these are unattractive.   The genetics involved are quite 

complicated.  

 

With the hybrid D. longifolia x D. pedunculata (National Park Belair and  

Mt. Crawford Forest) there are two distinct forms, one tall, slender with  

huge orange flowers and the other stocky, with flowers resembling D. aurea.  

The same pattern emerges with D. maculata x D. palustris (Monarto and  

Meningie), a large flowered form, deep yellow and floriferous and a smaller  

unattractive form occurring.   The two forms could be due to (l) D. pedunculata  

♂ x D. longifolia ♀ and (2) D. pedunculata ♀ x D. longifolia ♂ and  
 similarly with the maculata x palustris the male parent, female parent  

relationship could be the cause.  

 

The natural hybrid D. maculata x D. longifolia widespread in the Mt. Lofty  

Ranges always seems to produce a taller, more robust floriferous form than  

either parent.  

 

Less is known of D. longifolia x D. palustris which I have only seen once  

near Hartley as a small-flowered many-leaved plant.  

 

This year for the first time D. fastidiosa, a hybrid between D. pedunculata  

and D. palustris has been found in S.A. (see "Our Rarest Orchids - No . 7).  

 

There is much to be learnt yet about these hybrids.  We know that D. palachila  

is a fertile hybrid crossing back with either parent or with itself  

whereas D. fastidiosa could not be persuaded to set seed with pollinia from  

either parent or itself, others such as D. longifolia x D. maculata also  

appear sterile.  

 

The pollinating agents are not yet known for every species and I would be  

pleased if any readers who are able to capture insects on the Diuris with  

pollinia attached would send them to the museum information services for  

identification and advise me of the results for comparison with my own and  

to help me fill in any gaps.                                       R. Bates  

 

NEW LOOK ORCHADIAN  

The December 77 issue of "The Orchadian" introduces a new format and new  

features.  The cover is now printed in blue as well as black.  An up to  

date checklist of epiphytic Australian Native Hybrids is included as a  

supplement.  Copies of this checklist are available from the Australian  

Native Orchid Society Secretary for $1.50.  Terrestrial hybrids are still  

under review and are not listed.   Advertising is included for the first  

time.  

 

There are many other interesting items.  If you have missed out do something  

about it before the next issue is out in March.   "The Orchadian" is published  

quarterly by the Australian Native Orchid Society.   Back numbers are available 

from the first issue 14 years ago. Membership application forms will  

be available at the next meeting (Annual subs are $5.00) or send your cheque  

tonight to A.N.O.S., Box C106, Clarence Street, SYDNEY, 2000. 
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 IT'S OUR FAULT?  

 Yes, we underestimated the membership growth of NOSSA so a complete  

 REPRINT of our 1977 Newsletters was necessary.   For those members who  

 have not received a complete set they will be available at our February  

 meeting.  Others will receive theirs per post.  Non-members can purchase  

 the eight copies at 40c each plus 50c postage and packing from the  

 Secretary.  

 

 WOULD YOU BELIEVE IT?  

 Our Newsletter finds its way to all Australian States, New Zealand,  

 England and the U.S.A.   We do appreciate comments concerning it, but let  

 us press on, we know there are interstate growers whose articles would be  

 a great help to others, especially as lots of our members are new to  

 native orchids.  

 

 We look forward to hearing from you.           Roy Hargreaves - Secretary.  

 

 

 

 A FURTHER THOUGHT ON CONTROLLED BURNING  

 I would like to offer some comments as to the article "Controlled Burning -  

 For and Against" in the November newsletter. As a Forest Supervisor employed by 

the Woods and Forests Department I have been actively involved  

 in Spring and Autumn burning for over 30 years.  Areas burnt I pass through  

 many times a year in the course of my work and being interested in the  

 overall survival of all our native species I pay special attention as to  

 the recovery of areas previously controlled burnt.  

 

 Let me say I agree with most of the comments in the first two paragraphs  

 of the article, but to suggest in the summing up "controlled burning is  

 necessary but must be carried out between December and March" is neither  

 practical nor law abiding.  

 

 Reasons for not attempting to control burn between December and March are:  

 

 1.  The Bushfires Act strictly states that NO scrub shall be burnt during  

     the prohibited period from December to March, some District Councils  

     even extend this period under local council Bylaws. Breach of this  

    Act will result in heavy fines or imprisonment.  

 

 2.  The main reason for Spring and Autumn controlled burning is that during  

     cooler weather one is able to achieve a far greater control.  

 

 3.  Many hot burns occur some days or even weeks later through the lack of  

    patrolling and mopping up the initial burn.   How often do we read of a  

     serious bushfire developing from a previous burn off?   Imagine the  

     disaster should this occur on a real blow-up day.  

 

4.  If a really bad bushfire occurs even our tough eucalypts will suffer,  

     some will even die.  

 

A friend of mine (born in this area) and I both agree that control burning  

is necessary.   Over many years of observations we see very little difference  

overall, through the practice of control burning in the Spring and Autumn.  

Acacia species do show an increase in numbers but this is to be expected.  

Whether this will eventually eliminate some other species through overcrowding 

remains to be seen.  

 

                                                          W.J. Clayson  



10 

 

 SHOWTIME SPECIAL 1977. Part 2    Peter Hornsby  

 Only two shows remain to be included in the concluding part of the report  

 on last year's orchid displays. The first of these must constitute one of  

 the best non-orchid show displays of orchids to be seen in Adelaide in 1977,  

 it occurred as part of exhibition at the Daw Park Uniting Church (14-15  

October).  Whilst it was a splendid overall display of orchids, local 

representation was small, though what it lacked in quantity, it more than  

made up for in quality. The standard of the two New Guinea Dendrobiums  

 on show, "New Guinea" and veratrifolium was matched by a really first class  

 specimen of the Australian hybrid Ella v. Leaney (ruppianum x kingianum).  

 It was supported by two examples of Sarcochilus falcatus.  

 

Both of these species were also represented in the final show to be considered - 

our own contribution to the Society for Growing Australian Plants  

Exhibition at Wayville (15-16 October).  Other epiphytes on display were  

 Sarcochilus hartmanii and several Dendrobiums, a small kingianum and a  

monophyllum, together with a beckleri which is scheduled to appear as a  

NOSSA raffle prize at some later stage.  There were, in addition, examples  

 of kingianum, gracillimum and speciosum not in flower, together with two  

 Cymbidiums suave and canaliculatum, both in bud.  

 

 Terrestrials were more numerous with four Pterostylis, biseta, curta,  

 pedunculata and nutans, and four Diuris, longifolia, punctata, sulphera and  

 aurea, the last two making a fine show against the background of pine  

 needles.  A cut of the W.A. species Diuris emarginata was added on the  

 Sunday.  There were also three Caladenias, carnea, leptochila, and several  

 exhibits of dilatata.  Balancing the greenhoods, on the other side of the  

 display was one pot of Microtis unifolia, whilst the rear of the stage was  

 held by the tall Phaius tancarvillae.  

 

Finally we are very much indebted to the unknown SGAP benefactor who gave  

us a real armful of cut Glossodia major.  They added a real splash of  

 colour to the overall display.  

 

Overall, the display contained fourteen terrestrials and ten epiphytes,  

though only six of the latter were in bloom - a total of 28 exhibits.  

Without the Glossodia major, and the contribution by the President Les  

Nesbitt, we would have managed two terrestrials, and five epiphytes in  

flower - a rather salutary reflection on the remainder of our Society.  

 

We hope that the SGAP will allow us to participate again in future years,  

and so at this stage I enter an earnest plea for more support to be forthcoming 

from the rest of the Society.   The SGAP Show is probably the main  

occasion of the year for focusing the attention of the public on native  

flowers, and as such gives us the best opportunity to increase the awareness of 

the public for our native orchids.  Even so, the people who attend  

the SGAP Show undoubtedly contain an enhanced proportion of those who are  

likely to be interested in joining our own Society.  These are both excellent 

reasons why we should put in extra effort with our own display; after  

all, one of our objects is the conservation of native orchids, and directing the 

attention of the public is one way in which we can facilitate this  

aim.  Secondly there is every justification in taking the opportunity to  

open our doors and bring in other people who share our own peculiar  

interests.  We must be prepared to make the effort to help and encourage  

others to join our Society, otherwise we will suffer the danger of drifting into 

a degenerate faction in-group.  

 

So in future, please do a little more.  If every member brought one plant  

along, we would have had at least three times as many plants as we had last  

year; help us to help ourselves.  It's been a reasonable start in 1977,  

let’s make this year a much better one.  

 


