
NATIVE ORCHID 
 

SOCIETY 
 

of 
 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
 

JOURNAL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NATIVE ORCHID SOCIETY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

 

JOURNAL 

 

Volume 5, No. 10, November, 1981 
 

 

Registered for posting as a publication Category B. Price 40c 

 

 

 

PATRON:  Mr T.R.N. Lothian 

 

PRESIDENT: Mr J.R. Simmons SECRETARY: Mr E.R. Hargreaves  

 4 Gothic Avenue  1 Halmon Avenue  

 STONYFELL S.A. 5066  EVERARD PARK SA 5035  

   Telephone 293 2471  

    297 3724  

VICE-PRESIDENT: Mr G. Nieuwenhoven COMMITTFE: Mr R. Shooter 

   Mr P. Barnes  

TREASURER: Mr R.T. Robjohns  Mrs A. Howe   

   Mr R. Markwick  

EDITOR: Mr G. Nieuwenhoven 

 

 
NEXT MEETING 

When: Tuesday 24th November, 1981 at 8.00 p.m.  

WHERE: St. Matthews Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington.  

SUBJECT: The next meeting which is the last meeting of the year will be a social 

evening. Some of our Committee members intend to demonstrate potting of plants and 

mounting techniques for epiphytes. There will also he a short cultural segment and 

plant commentary.  

Would everyone please bring a plate 

 

 

LAST Meeting  Attendance 43  

Mr. George Mitchener from England spoke on the Orchids of Sicily, an island situated 

in the Mediterranean, After an introduction covering the geographical location and 

topography of this part of Italy, he proceeded to show us the beautiful orchids 

growing in the mainly mountainous regions of the place. He explained how the lower 

levels of Sicily are virtually devoid of Orchids due to cultivation of the arable 

lands in these areas, which once harboured them - a story no doubt common to many 

countries, including Australia.  

A very interesting meeting and our thanks go to George Mitchener for giving us an 

opportunity to see what orchids are like at the other side of our world. 

 

 

Plant Display and Commentary  

Terrestrials D. Wells. 

Epiphytes R. Shooter 

 

Some good specimen plants were displayed last month. As our fifth year as a Society 

draws to a close, one can see the fruits of five years of culture coming to the fore. 

A few of the well grown plants were: 
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Sarcochilus hartmanii, a lovely well flowered specimen with nice white floral 

segments; Sarcochilus olivaceous and probably our first; Phalaenopsis amabilis var. 

papuana from North Queensland, Cymbidium madidum, and among the Terrestrials, 

specimen pots of Diuris sulphurea var. brevifolia, Caladenia congesta, Diuris 

punctata and many other well grown plants - a credit to the growers. A full list 

appears below.  

 

Terrestrials:  

Cryptostylis subulata  

Caladenia congesta — 20 plants in pot  

Caladenia dilatata  

Caladenia patersonii  

Diuris punctata - 2 large pots, one single good form  

Diuris aurea  

Diuris sulphurea  

Diuris sulphurea var. brevifolia  

Diuris emarginata (the flowers appear to be identical to D. sulphurea var. 

brevifolia; any comments from the experts?)  

Pterostylis biseta 3 pots  

Pterostylis rufa — Queensland  

Pterostylis setifera m.s.  

Pterostylis patelliformis m.s.  

Pterostylis rufa — South Australia  

Pterostylis boormanii  

Pterostylis falcata — 2  

Spiranthes sinensis  

Spathoglottis plicata  

Microtis sp. (buckaringa)  

Microtis unifolia  

Chiloglottis trapeziformis  

Orchis morio Europe  

Satyrium carneum - South Africa  

 

Epiphytes  

Bulbophyllum elisae  

Dendrobium monophyllum - 2  

Dendrobium agrostophyllum - 2  

Dendrobium discolor  

Dendrobium linguiforme  

Dendrobium johannis  

Dendrobium Ella Victoria Leaney - 2 - kingianum x ruppianum  

Sarcochilus hartmanii  

Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii  

Sarcochilus olivaceous  

Phalaenopsis amabilis var. papuana  

Cymbidium madidum  

 

Popular Vote:  

Terrestrial: Diuris punctata A. Phillips  

Epiphytes: Sarcochilus hartmanii R Shooter  

 

Raffle:  

1st: Den. canaliculatum G. Brooks  

2nd: Pt. affin. baptistii - C. Lindsay  

3rd: Pt. biseta — w. Harris  
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NEW MEMBERS  

Mr. M. Jelinek Tyrsova, Brno.,, C.S.S.R.  

Mr. R.W. Zeugofsge Morphett Vale.  

Miss D. Sampson Pekina.  

Mrs. G.M. Sweetman Enfield.  

Mr. & Mrs. G. & D. Warnes Kingswood.  

 

 

CULTURAL SEGMENT  

 

Now is the time to start thinking about repotting your terrestrials. Some have 

already gone dormant, like Pt. alata var. robusta, some Diuris, Corybas, etc. These 

may be safely knocked out of their pots and into a sieve, probably the easiest way to 

separate them from the soil. If they grew well last year, repot them into the same 

mix, neatly spaced about 3 cm. below the top of the final soil level. For large 

plants like Thelymitra aristata, you should plant them a bit deeper or they will 

topple over when fully grown.  

 

If disease was evident last season, throw away the soil and use fresh, also sterilize 

the pot with diluted White King bleach, etc., and rinse with clean water. Continue 

watering late flowering plants like Diuris sulphurea var. brevifolia or Prasophyllum 

hartii and australe. The last two, and Cryptostylis subulata may be kept damp 

continuously.  

 

Collect any ripe seed before the capsules split and scatter the seed where you do not 

want it, and place in envelopes for sowing in April and May.  

 

Epiphytes or tree dwellers are beginning to show signs of growth, so watering should 

be regular from now on, particularly on hot and windy days. Consider providing extra 

shade for some species. Inspection of your plants will give all the clues you need 

like reddening of pseudobulbs or shrivelling. If in doubt, knock the plant out of its 

pot (if potted), and see if the root system is healthy, for without roots no plant 

can absorb moisture and survive. Rootless plants and keikes can be placed in damp 

sphagnum moss until signs of root growth is evident.  

 

By the way, spare plants may be sold on our Trading Table at Club meetings - 25% of 

proceeds of sale going to N.O.S.S.A. Up to ten plants per family the limit per 

meeting. There is no limit to the number you can donate.  

 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHING NATIVE ORCHIDS: No. 12 of a Series.  R.J. Markwick  

 

Conclusion 

 

I hope these articles have been of some use to N.O.S.S.A. members, perhaps even 

stimulating some budding photographers who haven't tried, into giving close—up 

photography a go. I don't need to tell you that our native orchids make fascinating 

subjects. To close discussion, it only remains for me to make a few, general 

comments. 

 

Films: I use and prefer Kodak Ektachrome 64. There are however other excellent 

colour—slide films on the market, some of them very fast, a definite plus for the 

close-up photographer who has to cope with small apertures and long exposures. One 

such film is the new FUJICHROME 400. Try it.  

 

Notebook: Always carry a notebook and pencil to record the date, field location, the 

name of the orchid photographed, and details of its habitat. In this way you will 

build up a useful body of knowledge on  
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locations, habitats, and flowering dates, which will add not only to your knowledge 

of our favourite subject, but have the potential for adding to the knowledge of 

others. Until you have perfected your techniques, record aperture and exposure times 

used with different lens extensions, flash distances, etc. These notes will help you 

determine where you are going wrong, and provide the basis for development of 

corrective measures.  

 

Photography for Record Purposes: If you are into photographing native orchids for 

study purposes it is useful to photograph (a) the plant's habitat, (b) the whole 

plant, (c) the flower from side, and (d) from the front. Also note the magnification 

size. Ensure that the photograph shows clear details of the flower's labellum, the 

column, and any other identifying features of the plant. Also clear away any leaf 

litter or dried grass which could detract from the picture.  

 

Close-ups are very much a matter of experiment and the photographer has to test-shoot 

his equipment and his methods. Much satisfaction can be derived from a good 

photograph of a small object, giving it life so that it is more than just a 

photographic record. Magnification alone is not enough, even close-ups need some 

artistic (as well as technical) skill.  

Concluded.  

 

 

FLASKING - OR PROPAGATION OF ORCHIDS IN A RELIABLE FASHION FROM SEEDS  

 Kevin Western  

 

There are numerous formulae for orchid media - all of which are more or less 

successful, depending on whether they are suited to the orchid one tries to sow upon 

them. The media are made up by weighing out the amounts as specified in the formula 

very much as if one were measuring ingredients to bake a cake, except that the degree 

of accuracy necessary in weighing is very high and the amounts involved are generally 

very small, e.g. amounts of 1 microgram (or about a 30,000th of an ounce to about a 

100th or a 30th of an ounce) are common.  

 

The ingredient chemicals required should be purchased as “ANALYTICAL REAGENT” grade 

material, and can be weighed out by any Pharmaceutical chemist. If one is likely to 

make several batches of media, it is convenient to prepare “Stock Solutions” of each 

ingredient. These solutions are prepared accurately and so then one measures the 

required quantity of ingredient in terms of mls. of stock solution instead of 

micrograms or milligrams of ingredient.  

 

The water used to prepare orchid nutrient should be good quality distilled water or 

water caught from a scrupulously clean plastic sheet into a well rinsed plastic 

container. Collection of water for the purpose of preparing media should occur after 

rain has been falling for at least twenty minutes in order that airborne pollutants 

have been removed. Such water can be stored in plastic containers for future use. The 

correct formula ingredients are mixed together (dissolve all solids in some water 

then mix the solutions together). Distilled water is used to dissolve all ingredients 

and to adjust to the final formula volume.  

 

At this age I used to bring the brew carefully to the boil in bulk, cool it to about 

40°C and check the pH. I used to then adjust the pH to that specified, by the 

addition of small amounts of solutions of Potassium Hydroxide (if too acid) or 

Hydrochloric Acid (if too alkaline). I used “pH papers” — narrow range — commercially 

available from chemical suppliers. Recently I have become lazy, and have trusted to 

luck - with little or no reduction in success of media. The bulk solution is then 

poured into the desired final containers which are then stoppered and the batch is 

then sterilized. (Suitable containers range from milk bottles with tightly  
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packed cotton wool bungs and aluminium foil seals to fancy laboratory glassware or 

specially designed media flasks — they all work well in the hands of careful 

operators).  

 

At home, a pressure cocker is a good sterilizer. The containers of media, plus any 

equipment is likely to be needed, (knives, loops for seed transfer, etc., wrapped in 

two layers of cotton or linen material) are placed in the cooker once the water has 

reached the boiling point with the weight OFF. The lid should then be replaced and 

the weight added. The boiling should then continue for about 45 minutes. After this, 

the contents should be quickly removed and allowed to cool, whereupon the medium will 

set. It is wise to store medium for two to three weeks before use to check that the 

sterilization process has been successful. If not, colonies of wogs will be seen on 

the agar which would destroy any seed added.  

If this occurs, repeat the pressure cooker technique, adding another five to ten 

minutes of sterilization time. When a successful time setting has been discovered 

note the time required and repeat this in future. Realise that large full bottles of 

medium take a longer time to warm up than smaller packs and so cooking time may have 

to be adjusted accordingly. Any instruments, sterilized by pressure cooking in cotton 

packs, which are not for immediate use should he further dried out in an oven or 

frypan at about 120°C, as soon as they have been removed from the pressure cooker. 

Alternatively, it is possible to “flame sterilize” any metal equipment at the time of 

and during actual use. Red heat is great if possible, or 'good and hot‟ otherwise may 

be OK.  

 

Now we have sterile medium and sterile equipment or tools we need a sterile 

environment to work in. There are a number of choices:—  

 

1.  Laminex kitchen table — close all doors and windows no one but the operator(s) in 

the room. Swab the table top down with a mixture of one part fresh “White King” to 

six parts of recently boiled and cooled tap water. 

 

2.  A “Sterile Tent”. This is a box prepared from Perspex or Glass or supported Sheet 

Plastic, with space to permit entry of hands and forearms, and which is clear to 

permit observation of the work one is trying to carry out. This tent is sprayed on 

the interior with metho or White King/water mixture as above. All flasks, packs of 

equipment, etc., are sprayed on the exterior before being placed in the tent. 

After five minutes the interior of the tent has become sterile and the packs of 

equipment and flasks of medium are also sterile.  

 

Continued next month.  

 

FIELD TRIP TO YORKE PENINSULA 22nd September, 1981 (Continued)  

 R.J. Markwick  

After lunch, we made two stops about a kilometre apart, at a patch of scrub on the 

Curramu1ka Muloowurtie Point Road. Here we re-encountered many of the plant species 

seen at the previous location. This time however, we found some still fresh blooms of 

Pt. alata var. robusta, and many flowering plants of Pt. vittata, some even growing 

happily on the edge of the road formation. We were also able to add to our list, 

leaves of Prasophyllum goldsackii and Pr. elatum. This scrub is apparently a favoured 

patch for Prasophyllum ssp.  

 

Disappointment was expressed at finding only buds of the insignificant looking 

Caladenia filamentosa var. bicalliata. Bob estimated that they were about three days 

from opening. The disappointment was somewhat  
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ameliorated by the discovery of a flowering specimen of the mallee form of Caladenia 

dilatata, a form which does not have the glandular sepal tips and has the filamentous 

tepal endings reduced. It is interesting to compare this plant with C. dilatata var. 

concinna which has a very flat labellum with large, crowded, fleshy calli, and 

glandular tips to the sepals. Another flowering specimen of C. dilatata displayed 

crossed lateral sepals, a habit shared with plants seen in the Grampians (Victoria).  

 

At this juncture we said farewell to Reg Preuss, and continued up the road to the 

Pine Point turn-off and the last patch of scrub to be visited.  

 

Acacia rhetinocarpa, a plant endemic to South Australia, was found growing at this 

location. It also occurs at Monarto, but this is the only place it is known to grow 

on Yorke Peninsula.  

 

It took a diligent search to find our reason for coming here. The typical form of Pt. 

alata var. robusta was found fairly quickly, but it took quite some time to locate 

the flowering specimens of Pt, affin. robusta we were seeking. The search was 

worthwhile however, for we were rewarded with several fine specimens of this August-

September flowering species, displaying its short-stemmed but attractive flowers with 

distinctive reddish markings and thick protruding labellum.  

 

Again we re-encountered some of the plant species seen elsewhere during the day 

including C. dilatata in flower, this time with clavate sepals and the laterals 

uncrossed.  

 

So ended a most interesting (if at times damp) excursion to an orchid-rich region of 

the State.  

 

Orchids seen.  

 

Flowers:  

Acianthus reniformis  C. tessellata 

Caladenia deformis  Diuris palustris 

C. dilatata (3 forms)  Pterostylis alata var. robusta 

C. dilatata var. concinna  Pt. affn. alata 

C. dilatata x patersonii  Pt. longifolia 

C. dilatata var. concinna x patersonii  Pt. mutica 

C. filamentosa  Pt. nana 

C. latifolia  Pt. affin. robusta 

C. patersonii  Pt. vittata 

 

 

In Bud:  

Caladenia filamentosa var. bicalliata  Thelymitra antennifera 

Pterostylis rufa  T. longifolia 

 

Leaves:  

Lyperanthus nigricans  Pr. goldsackii 

Microtis unifolia  Pr. patens 

Prasophyllum elatum  Pterostylis affin. hamata 

Pr. fitzgeraldii (?)  

 

Past Flowering  

Acianthus exsertus  Prasophyllum nigricans  

Eriochilus cucullatus  
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FURTHER NOTES ON AUSTRALIAN TERRESTRIAL ORCHID HYBRIDS  R. Bates  

One of the most fascinating accounts of hybrid work with Australian terrestrials was 

given by R.D. Fitzgerald in his Australian Orchids (1875—91). 

 

Way back in the 1870‟s Fitzgerald attempted to make hybrids of Ca1adenia, Pterostylis 

and Diuris. He noted that pollinia from Caladenia even caused Caleana to set seed. 

His Pterostylis curta x nutans was, I believe, the first Australian terrestrial 

hybrid to be successfully raised and flowered.  

 

This Pterostylis „curtans’ was remade in South Australia just one hundred years after 

Fitzgerald‟s effort.  

 

In 'Austraiian Orchids‟ Fitzgerald illustrates several „hybrids'. His  

Glossodia major x G. minor (1878) is however almost certainly a „freak‟  

G. major.  

 

His Prasophyllum fimbriatum x P. nigricans ? (1879) he later described as a species 

(P. filiforme) and his Pterostylis curta x pedunculata (1879) is suggested to be in 

fact Pterostylis hildae and not a hybrid at all.  

 

The Reverend H.M.R. Rupp was another early botanist to give some consideration to 

terrestrial orchid hybrids. His Pterostylis furcillata (Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S.W. 

55:415 (1930)) was considered by Rupp to have been a probable hybrid between P. 

ophioglossa or concinna and P. obtusa. Rupp l.c. mentions that he was familiar with 

quite a few putative terrestrial hybrids in New South Wales but unfortunately he does 

not list these.  

 

 

ADDITIONS TO THE LIST OF NATURAL TERRESTRIAL HYBRIDS GIVEN IN  

N.O.S.S.A. JOURNAL — SEPTEMBER 1981  R. Bates  

 

Caladenia alba x C. catenata (Rupp in Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S.W. 1946)  

C. dilatata var. concinna x filamentosa (Bates N.O.S.S.A. Journal 1979)  

? Glossodia major x minor (Fitzg. 1878)  

Pterostylis concinna x ophioglossa (Rupp in Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S.W. 1930)  

Thelymitra longifolia (Syn. T. nuda) x T. pauciflora (Markwick N.O.S.S.A. Journal 

1979)  

 

 

FIELD TRIP TO ANSTEY HILL REGIONAL PARK - 10TH OCTOBER, 1981  R.J. Markwick  

On 8th December, 1980, a bushfire devastated 100 - 150 ha. of the 350 ha. Anstey Hill 

Regional Park. The fire, deliberately lit, was classified as a Major Fire by the 

Country Fire Service which, at the fire‟s height, had up to 20 units in attendance.  

The effect on the Park was particularly severe because it was the first fire of any 

significance to sweep the area for many years. Consequently it was a „hot‟ burn, 

fuelled by accumulated leaf litter, bark, and a dense under-scrub. Trees forming the 

upper-story, in particular the Acacia, Casuarina, and Exocarpos suffered badly, many 

being completely destroyed. The under—shrubbery which included species of Astroloma, 

Bursaria, Cheiranthera, Dillwynia, Dodonaea, Grevillea, Hakea, Hybanthus, Hibbertia, 

Leptospermum, Leucopogon, Pimelea, Pultenaea, and others, was razed.  

 

The following notes refer to observations in the burnt area.  

 

The pink gums Eucalyptus fasciculosa) appear to be recovering well, as are many of 

the herbaceous native plants. Unfortunately, introduced  
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weeds and grasses are also flourishing.  

 

During winter and early spring, it was noted that several colonies of Corybas 

dilatatus and Pterostylis nana (which had been growing in mossy areas) appeared to 

have been destroyed. Since these species grow elsewhere in the Park they will, 

however, probably recolonise in the burnt area. Some colonies of Acianthus exsertus 

and A. reniformis have disappeared or been reduced in size. Pterostylis pedunculata 

has disappeared from some areas and Pt. alata var. robusta (R.S. Rogers) J.Z. Weber & 

R. Bates was less common. Pterostylis longifolia was also reduced in numbers but not 

to the same extent as Pt. vittata, which this year produced a high percentage of 

dwarf plants (about 10 - 15 cm. high) with fewer flowers than normal. Diuris 

maculata, however, appeared to be present in its usual numbers and growing as 

strongly as ever.  

 

In mid-September the burnt area produced many Thelymitra luteocilium flowers, more 

than have been noted in previous years, with the early- flowering yellow form 

predominating over the pink form.  

 

The Society first visited this area on 20th July, 1980, (see Journals for August and 

September, 1980) and it was visited again on 11th October, 1981, with a view to 

observing the effects of the fire on the Orchidaceae. It is pleasing to be able to 

report that there appears to have been little effect on the orchids which flower at 

that particular time, and there was ample evidence of a population explosion among 

the Campanulaceae and Liliaceae. Areas of the hillside were literally covered with 

masses of blue Wahlenbergia stricta and mauve Dichopogon strictus, while white 

flowers of Burchardia umbellata and yellow flowers of Bulbine bulbosa were common.  

 

 

Flowers of Caladenia dilatata, Glossodia major, and Microtis unifolia were very 

common. Thelymitra pauciflora was widespread, most were still in bud, but some were 

already showing swollen ovaries. It was too cool a day (24°C) for this species to 

open. T. luteocilium now displayed swollen seed pods, and T. carnea var. rubra 

(Fitz.) J.Z. Weber and R. Bates and Pterostylis plumosa was evident only as withered 

flowers with swelling ovaries. T. antennifera, however, was still flowering.  

 

Greenish yellow flower spikes of Prasophyllum patens var. pruinosum although 

widespread, were not common. Flowers of Caladenia leptochila and C. huegelii var. 

reticulata (Fitz.) J.Z. Weber & R. Bates were to be found scattered among others 

which had already dried off. The basal leaves of Pterostylis pedunculata were noted 

at one location. Acianthus reniformis was long past flowering and had gone to seed, 

as had Diuris maculata, Pterostylis longifolia, and Pt. vittata.  

 

We were especially pleased to discover flowering plants of the self pollinating form 

of Caladenia catenata (Sm.) Druce, which had previously been known in South Australia 

as C. carnea var. attenuata (Brinsley) because in this Park, its favoured habitat is 

to be found amongst the leaf litter and other debris surrounding the trunks of the 

Eucalypts, which of course, provided much of the fuel for the fire.  

 

A highlight of the afternoons excursion was the discovery of a massed display of 

large-bloomed yellow and brown Diuris longifolia interspersed with deep purple 

Glossodia major, growing with dozens of superb flowers of fire stimulated Caladenia 

menziesii, This was capped off by the chance discovery late in the day of a large 

group of Lyperanthus nigricans in flower, obviously a direct result of the fire.  

To summarize, observations made since the fire suggest a reduction in the numbers of 

winter flowering orchids. Observations during the October excursion suggest that the 

spring flowering species are largely unaffected.  
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Some were present in unusually large numbers and some displayed noticeably vigorous 

growth characteristics. 

 

Curiously, no specimens of fire stimulated Prasophyllum elatum were sighted.  

As far as the writer is aware, this species has never been recorded in the  

Anstey Hill Regional Park, so perhaps it does not grow there.  

 

Orchids Seen.  

 

In Flower:  

Caladenia catenata  Glossodia major  

C. dilatata  Lyperanthus nigricans  

C. leptochila  Microtis unifolia  

C. menziesii  Prasophyllum patens var. pruinosum  

C. huegelii var. reticulata  Thelymitra antennifera  

Diuris longifolia  

 

In Bud:  

Thelymitra pauciflora  

 

In Seed:  

Acianthus reniformis  Pt. vittata  

Diuris maculata  Thelymitra carnea var. rubra  

Pterostylis longifolia  T. luteocilium  

Pt. plumosa  

 

Basal Leaves:  

Pterostylis pedunculata  

 

 

METHODS D MADNESS OF AN ORCHIDOLOGIST  R.C. Nash  

 

The first group of pots remained in the normally dry state during the summer, while 

the latter group received regular water at this time. In each case the seedlings 

numbered about the same. Perhaps you, the reader have had a similar experience or 

maybe have even progressed further. How about putting pen to paper and tell us all 

about your experience via this Journal.  

 

I promised earlier in these notes to discuss sand, so here we go, and it is to be 

about the finer material. This material can be very useful especially in aiding the 

decomposition of organic materials. The best way to go about reducing sawdust, etc., 

to something useful is to mix both substances in equal amounts and pack the result 

into large pots. Before you damp this mix down, put a little UREA on top, wash this 

in with water at and cover. Periodically check to make sure the mixture is damp. When 

the mixture has fully decomposed (you may like to sterilize it at this stage), tip it 

out and spread to dry in the sun. When mixing up this humus into compost remember it 

should be diluted with coarser sand. If you use the above material for a topping, 

keep it down to a thin layer.  

 

At times it is advantageous to add a thin layer of fine sand across the top of your 

pots especially for those pots that are not regularly repotted each year. Do this 

when you have scraped the old topping from your pot and before any fresh topping is 

added. Another time when fine sand is useful is when you plant seed. Mix this sand 

dry with your seed and then sprinkle both onto the seed bed. The sand gives you a 

better spread of seed, just as it does with fine lawn seed. Also the sand will help 

to hold and cover your seed. The better types of sand for the methods given above are 

those orange to red Mallee sands.  
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If you are having problems with creatures using the bottom of your pots as a home, in 

amongst the coarse material at the base and using the drainage holes as an entrance 

then a layer of fine clean sand in the base will help to keep these unwanted visitors 

out. If you do use this method of control and you find that your pots are becoming 

water logged, then you have either used too much fine sand or it has not been washed 

clean. To help overcome this trouble, put affected pots in a dryer situation till 

summer when they should he repotted. This will help save your plants.  

Experience has shown that if tubers are potted up in a layer of clean white sand the 

chances of rot out before growth can be reduced, it also results in cleaner better 

shaped new tubers. The white sands found about Mount Compass are excellent for this 

practice and for putting into the base of the pot. Remember to wash this sand before 

use.  

 

If you wish to separate sand from organic material as is found in old compost, then 

this is simple. Put the mixture into a bucket and with the garden hose wash the 

material as I have earlier described for cleaning sand. The organic component in the 

bucket will wash to the top, where it may be collected if required, or spilled out. 

Dry the sand as before and sieve if need be. The organic material can be steam 

sterilized and/or packed into a pot to store for future use.  

 

Pots can be easily sterilized by the steam method for terra—cotta, or soak the 

plastic type in a mixture of water and “White King” etc. Do not put plastic pots in 

the steamer as they will turn into a lump of Gunk.  

 

At times you may want to remove a single plant from a pot, here is a simple tool that 

will aid you in this task as well as being handy for weed removal and for pricking 

out small plants. The tool is useless on those plants that have made side roots, for 

to remove such a plant will cause too much disturbance to other plants.  

 

The tool should be made from sheet steel of about 16 to 20 gauge, is approximately 

250 mm long and 40 mm wide at one end, the other end becomes a blunt tip. In other 

words the tool is a long wedged shaped piece of steel.  

 

To remove your plant just push the point of the wedge into the soil alongside of it. 

Take hold of the plant in one hand and with the other hand slowly press the tool away 

from the plant, pulling both up at the same time. Make sure that you insert the tool 

deep enough so that the tip is below the tuber, otherwise this important part of the 

plant will break away from the stem.  

 

Before I progress further perhaps it would be an idea to set out a few things that 

need investigation, work that many people could take part in over the coming years, 

One important need to be discovered is how do the various species perform in your 

collection. Now this may disappoint you for the expectations may have indicated 

something much more exciting. To yourself how your plants are grown and prosper may 

seem trivial to others, it is not really, for what you are doing can often be of 

great interest to another grower. So the first thing for you to do is, take a deeper 

interest in your own methods and report to others via this Journal. If the Editor 

shoots me for this, then I can consider my request has been very successful.  
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