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NEXT MEETING 

 

Tuesday 24th May, 1988 at 8.00 p.m. St. Matthews Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. 

 

Speakers 

 

Bob Bates, Gerry Carne, Bob Markwick and Paul Reece will present slides and 

discussion on the orchids of the Adelaide Hills. There are over 100 species of 

orchids known to be present in the Adelaide Hills and this will be an excellent 

opportunity to see and learn about the common to not-so-common orchid species, the 

very rare species and natural hybrids. 

 

 

NEXT FIELD TRIP 

 

"Pterostylis obtusa special" - May 29. Meet at Myponga Post Office J2 noon. Picnic 

lunch at Hindmarsh Falls. 

 

NEXT STUDENT JUDGING CLASS 

 

Interested people are invited to attend a class on Saturday 18th June from 2.00 pm 

to 4.00 pm at Les Nesbitt's place, 18 Cambridge St. Vale Park. Bring any native 

flowering orchid plants along. Members who have not attended in the past are 

encouraged to attend. See Les at the May meeting. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

The Committee and the Society take pleasure in welcoming as a new member Mr. R. L. 

Jarrett. 

 

LAST MEETING 

 

Mr. Bob Markwick provided a most informative and enjoyable commentary on the 

natural history of Grampians National Park with particular emphasis on the many 

species of orchids which are found there. Bob's love of the Grampians is obvious 

and his many excellent slides of the parks scenery, land forms, flora and fauna 

vividly expressed the reasons for his enthusiasm. 
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Bob systematically divided the park geographically, progressively taking us 

through most parts of the Grampians, much inaccessible to all but the most 

dedicated hoofer. Our speaker is a regular visitor to the Grampians and he has 

seen and captured on film most aspects of the park - marshland, lowland, subalpine 

meadow and mountain peak - during various seasons of the year. As a result, being 

an observant "naturalist", Bob has seen (and photographed) most of the orchid 

species which are to be found in the park. We were shown many of the less common 

species but perhaps of special merit were the many species, forms and natural 

hybrids of the genus Thelymitra. Three species of Calochilus also drew well 

deserved compliments from the audience. Highlights of the evening would perhaps go 

to Bob's slide of Thelymitra x Macmillanii and Calochilus paludosus. 

 

Thanks Bob for a most enjoyable evening. Perhaps we should seriously consider 

another long weekend excursion to the Grampians, perhaps with members of the 

A.N.O.S. Victorian Group. 

 

 

 

PLANTS ON DISPLAY - April Meeting 

 

TERRESTRIALS 

 

Eriochilus cucullatus (2), Pterostylis coccinea (2), P. longipetala, P. revoluta, 

P. aff. parviflora, P. obtusa, P. truncata, P. fischii. 

 

EPIPHYTES 

 

Dendrobium Hilda Poxon (3), D. Kuringai, D. Ellen, D. bigibbum (2), Liparis 

reflexa, Geodorum pictum. 

 

Popular Vote 

 

Dendrobium Hilda Poxon  Les Burgess  

Pterostylis truncata  Kevin Western 

 

Commentators Choice 

 

Terrestrial  Pterostylis longipetala  No hybrids  

Epiphyte   Liparis reflexa  Den. Hilda Poxon 

 

 

 

 

ITEMS OF INTEREST FROM APRIL BULLETINS - OTHER CLUBS 

 

A.N.O.S. Victorian Group - A recent survey of the Orchids of the Melbourne  

 

Metropolitan Area: Also They Used To Grow Here. (important reading Ed.) 

 

A.N.O.S. Warringah Group - Notes on Advances in Australian Hybrids.  

 

A.N.O.S. Geelong Group (Feb.) - Pterostylis Woollsii.  

 

S.A. Orchidaceous Society - Phalaenopsis Culture.  

 

N. and E. Districts Orchid Society - The Garlic Treatment (a recipe for orchid wog 

control, Ed.) 

 

The above will be available at the library table during the May meeting. 
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Plant Commentary on the terrestrials was carried out by Don Wells who immediately 

noted that all plants benched of the genus Pterostylis were of the 'cauline' type. 

Don further noted that several instances were apparent of plants which had a 

rosette form immediately adjacent to the flowering cauline form. Don noted that P. 

fischii, rare in it native habit, is a tall showy species from cooler mountainous 

regions of Victoria. With respect to P. coccinea, Don advised that this montane 

species from eastern Australia also comes from cool, moist summer habitats and 

suggests that dormant tubers of this species fare better when stored under benches 

in cool glasshouses where higher humidity levels and cooler conditions prevent 

excessive heating and drying of pots and their soil. Don also considers this 

species needs to be kept in cool conditions after emergence, should the prevailing 

autumn weather conditions be somewhat warm. In examining a pot of P. revoluta, Don 

explained that this "Northern form" tends to have smaller flowers than the 

Victorian form which N.O.S.S.A. members are accustomed to seeing. P. parviflora 

was described as a small species which preferred to grow in damp habitats, e.g. 

the South East section of South Australia. From the characteristic flower habit of 

closely orienting and facing the flower to its flower stem, Don suspects that the 

pollinator for this species is a walking rather than a flying insect. In examining 

an impressive potfull of Eriochilus cucullatus he noted that this attractive 

species generally does not reproduce vegetatively and commended growers to 

pollinate their plants at once, to harvest the seed pods as soon as ripe, and to 

immediately sow the seeds around the parent plant(s) to and thus increase 

cultivated plant numbers. (After seeing the massed effect of a potfull of this 

species, I have been induced to do so (Author)). Commenting on the pot of Geodorum 

pictum Don noted that last month's commentary was still applicable and again 

commended the grower on this, her second flowering pot of the species.  

 

Commentary on the epiphytes was given by Peter Barnes who commented on the species 

first noting that the Liparis reflexa benched was an extremely large specimen when 

compared with the usual potted example and noted that the en-masse effect of such 

a flowering was almost enough to offset its somewhat offensive odour. As usual, 

with respect to Dendrobium bigibbum it was noted that most years in Adelaide, D. 

bigibbum needs some warmth in order to hold flower buds until opening, with the 

var. compactum better able to cope with the prevailing Adelaide conditions.  

 

With respect to hybrids, Peter noted that all plants benched had Dendrobium 

tetragonum in their parentage. Several large D. Hilda Poxon (D. tetragonum x D. 

speciosum) were benched. Peter noted that this hybrid, as mature plants, tends to 

flower intermittently to continuously for up to 10 months of the year. It was 

noted that D. Kuringae (D. tetragonum, x D. x delicatum) was already attractive 

despite being a smaller flowering on a smaller plant and considers that it will be 

interesting to see flowerings of this hybrid when plants of the same size as Hilda 

Poxon exist. In commenting on Jeff Edwards' "ever-flowering" plant of D. Ellen, 

Peter considers that the plant may have been miss-labelled at some time and 

suspects that it may, in fact, more likely be the hybrid, D. Star One.  

By K. Western 
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GROWING Pterostylis truncata by Kevin Western 

 

Its funny how often the pot of orchids that received no special attention and no 

repotting for two or more years seems to occasionally produce more desirable 

cultural results than the pampered, special pots of those selected large tubers. 

 

Such was the case of the Popular vote winner at the April meeting namely my pot of 

Pterostylis truncata. 

 

Historically, the pot was derived from a few small tubers purportedly from a good 

clone, which I had requested from a grower in Victoria. The tubers were potted up 

in about late January to early February 1986; but none flowered that year. In 1987 

there was a non-significant flowering by two plants. Since I was too busy for 

repotting any but a few of my favourite terrestrial orchids, the pot was not ever 

repotted and plants emerged later than those of another clone of the same species 

which is quite common in many NOSSA member's collections. 

 

The pot had spent its time in a 50% shade cloth house. During summer the pot had 

been covered with 2 layers of 70% shade cloth laid immediately above it to reduce 

heating effects of the sun and to reduce drying of the soil. The pots were 

occasionally slightly dampened by hosing at irregular intervals when I thought of 

them. The shade-cloth layers atop the pots were removed as soon as the 30 deg 

Centigrade + temperatures became uncommon and watering frequency and quantity were 

increased slightly. 

 

The pots of selected, large, repotted tubers were selectively watered earlier than 

the pot benched. Consequently they emerged earlier during hotter weather and were 

placed on the soil under benches of cymbidiums for additional coolness but where I 

hoped to provide good air movement and suitable light levels. The plants fared 

well enough but were of shorter stature, less robust and prone to flopping over 

under the weight of their flowers especially after watering. Flowers too were 

smaller than those of the pot benched but were about normal for that clone. 

 

The benched plants had emerged and grown without my attention and were left under 

full 50% shade-cloth lighting. Plants were taller, upright and robust. Flowers 

were probably 30% or more, larger than any flowering of Pterostylis truncata that 

I have seen.  

 

My plants were grown in topsoil from the Iron Bank/Cherry Gardens region of the Mt 

Lofty Ranges. The upper 3-4 cm of the soil was a layer especially enriched by the 

addition of the crumbly remains of termite-eaten eucalypt heartwood and very fine 

(sieved) dry bracken fronds and stems (about 10% by volume of each) plus some 

'blood and bone'. The soil layer was lightly tamped down level with the top of the 

pot to prevent accumulation of rain during the persistent, often heavy rains 

typical of Coromandel Valley. The soil was topped with medium to fine chopped 

bracken fern fronds. Only 7 plants of the approximately 25-30 plants in the pot 

had flowered but they were a most appealing example of the species. This species 

is capable of reproducing vegetatively at an exceptional rate - I have personally 

recorded 28 tubers produced in one season from 4 original tubers - There should 

soon be plenty of this clone available soon. 

 

Obviously I will be selectively repotting tubers from the plants benched at their 

dormancy this year; I wonder if they will do as well straight away or if they will 

do better after a season or two without a repot! 
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A recently described orchid Cyrtostylis robusta Jones and Clements.  

(The early flowered gnat orchid.)  by Bob bates 

 

Cyrtostylis robusta was described in 1987. it occurs from southern Western 

Australia through southern South Australia to Victoria, occurring in sandy soils 

or on lime-stone as well as in dry sclerophyll forests and it flowers during 

Winter. It is a common species in South Australia and can be found in numerous 

conservation parks: Lincoln, Coffin Bay and Hincks on Eyre Peninsula, Innes and 

Warrenben on Yorke Peninsula, Flinders Chase on Kangaroo Island, Newland Head, 

Aldinga Scrub, and Sandy Creek in the Mt Lofty Ranges, Monarto, Coorong and 

Messent in the Mallee and South East. 

 

The occurrence of this second species of Cyrtostylis in South Australia has long 

been recognised (Goldsack, personal communication, Nash 1972, Bates, 1986). It can 

be recognised, not only from its early flowering habit, but also from its large 

yellow-green leaf and the large red-brown flowers with long apiculate labellum. 

The other Cyrtostylis in South Australia is Spring-flowered, has small blue-green 

leaves and a small flower with short, obtuse or truncate labellum. This species is 

also common, occurring on shaded slopes and ridges under forest in the Mt Lofty 

and Flinders Ranges and in shady places in the South East of this state. This 

species has always been known as Cyrtostylis or Acianthus reniformis, but is this 

really so? 

 

Jones and Clements (1987) state that C. reniformis sensu stricto does not overlap 

in distribution with C. robusta! That can only mean that they do not consider 

Cyrtostylis reniformis to occur in South Australia. The original specimens were 

collected by Robert Brown at Sydney in May-June 1802. That is not characteristic 

of the South Australian forms which flower September-October! On a recent trip I 

saw the South Australian form in flower along the western slopes of the Great 

Divide in New South Wales in October. It appears that there are indeed 3 species 

of 'gnat orchid' which were previously included under Cyrtostylis reniformis. 

Indeed Jones and Clements suggest at least five species occur in Australia: 

presumably C. reniformis, C. robusta, C. aff. reniformis from the east and C. 

tenuissima, C. huegelii, and C. robusta from Western Australia. (We saw slides of 

the latter three at the March N.O.S.S.A. meeting.) 

 

What name are we to use for the late flowered form of the 'gnat orchid' in South 

Australia? I suggest we continue to use C. reniformis sensu lato, rather than use 

C. aff. reniformis. I would not be surprised if there is eventually 6 taxa of 

Cyrtostylis in Australia! 

 

References: - 

 

Jones, D.L. and Clements, M.A.(1987) "Reinstatement of the genus Cyrtostylis 

_______ " Lindleyana 2:156-160 

 

Bates, R. " Acianthus (Cyrtostylis) reniformis in South Australia" J. Nat Orch 

Soc. S. Aust. 10:19 (1986) 
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SUMMER ORCHIDS OF SOUTH-WEST WESTERN AUSTRALIA  by M. Phillips 

 

Having read R. Bates report on a late December field trip to the south-west of 

Western Australia (N.O.S.S.A. Journal Feb. 1983) I was determined to visit the 

area. Hoping to catch the last of the spring orchids as well as the summer ones we 

chose the week of December 7-14 and headed across the Nullarbor. It had been a dry 

year through most of the South-West but the Albany-Augusta area had received heavy 

spring rainfall and this combined with a number of bushfires earlier in the year 

meant that we would be in luck! 

 

We arrived at a favourite campsite near Mt. Barker late at night and I was about 

to throw down my swag when our guide yelled "look out". Thinking of snakes or 

similar nasties I jumped back. Instead, by torchlight we saw dozens of tall 

Caladenia corynephora, the summer spider orchid, amidst grasses by the creek. This 

species is supposed to be very rare but we saw many more including a 3 flowered 

specimen behind a concrete barbecue in "Valley of the Giants". 

 

Next morning saw us headed early for Denmark, an attractive town on the coast. As 

we drove along I could see tall leek orchids along the roadside. "That's only 

Prasophyllum regium and P. brownii said our guide, We'll see plenty of those 

later". Our first stop was made at a patch of burnt Jarrah on lateritic gravel 

well north of Denmark. It did not look very inviting but instantly we came across 

glossy Diuris setacea and amazing orange and yellow Thelymitra fuscolutea var 

stellata. These were just beginning to flower and we found the seed pods of 

Thelymitra fuscolutea var fuscolutea at the same place. This according to our 

guide was pretty good evidence we were looking at two species rather than 

varieties! Also here were lots of untidy looking blackened plants of the orchid 

weed Monadenia bracteata, a South African species muscling in on our natives. 

 

After morning tea at the Denmark cake shop, we headed for our first blackened 

swamp. Before leaving the car we could see metre tall, buttercup-yellow donkey 

orchids, hundreds of Diuris emarginata mixed with the blue of Thelymitra nuda. 

Here we had our first close look at Prasophyllum regium, but where were the tall 

ones we had heard so much about? These were hardly as tall as the Diuris. Our 

guide explained that the "big ones" grew in the Karri Forest (we later measured 

one at 190 cm). Then came some real excitement (for me anyway), a patch of blue 

amongst the reeds on the edge of a water hole - Epiblema grandiflora. Close up 

these flowers (on 50 cm tall stems) are really beautiful with their deep blue 

stripes and spots, the tuft of false stamens on the labellum and the bonnetted 

column which suggests the common name "Babe in a cradle"! We saw this one being 

worked by a native bee which crawled over the "stamens" and began scraping them 

with its legs, meanwhile its head contacted the viscid disc and the pollinia were 

glued on. 

 

After lunch it was off to William Bay National Park. This is an area of sand dunes 

and small lagoons fringed with dense tea tree thickets and swamps. A small fire 

had burnt to the edge of a lagoon and in black oozing mud hundreds of slender 

Thelymitra tigrina were swaying in the breeze, their tiny yellow spotted flowers 

seemingly too small for their tall stems. Here also were Prasophyllum brownii, 

seed pods of Calochilus and hard to believe Pterostylis nana; but were these 

really P. nana? The petals were broad and flared, the orifice to the galea big as 

the flower. 
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The afternoon was completed with a visit to Valley of the Giants, those huge trees 

epitomising the wonder that is the South-West. With it being a warm day, we were 

lucky to see the pollinating wasps on Caladenia corynephora. These were large 

black and gold tiger striped thynnids. Also seen here was another summer spider 

orchid, pale green with 10 cm long spidery filaments. Our guide told us this one 

is to be named "pholcoidea". This time we checked carefully before setting up our 

tent and this evening it was the cinnamon bells Gastrodia sesamoides we had to 

dodge. 

 

Next morning we felt that "Spirit of Australia", watching the slanting beams of 

sunlight dancing as the breeze shifted the boughs, the beams enhanced by smoke in 

the air from the numerous control burns that are a feature of the area. Wallabies 

moved silently in the adjacent clearing, only the laughing of kookaburras broke 

the silence. 

 

Today's first stop was a beauty. A burnt clay swamp on the edge of Nornalup 

National Park. I have never seen orchids so thick - the blue of Thelymitra nuda 

and T. canaliculata, not the South Australian T. canaliculata but metre high 

specimens with big flowers. Here we found our only hybrid of the trip - T. nuda x 

T. canaliculata. There were yellow Diuris emarginata and white Microtis alba and 

M. pulchella - in fact this was a regular botanic garden of Microtis, for in 

addition to the above, there was M. rara, M. media and two unnamed species, a tall 

rather ornate flowered plant and hidden amongst them a dwarf species. Prasophyllum 

were thick here too - huge colonies of P. drummondii, weedy looking P. 

macrostachyum and even a late P. fimbria. Our guide kept racing about in 

excitement looking for hybrids but not a one was to be seen. While the tall leek 

orchids were being visited by wasps, the short, brilliant white P. gibbosum were 

alive with small red bees. 

 

After morning tea at Walpole Hotel, we headed for a large burn near Bow Inlet. 

There were dozens of swamps, every one crowded with the sweet white Microtis 

pulchella. This is often cited as an endangered species but this is certainly not 

true. It was in fact the species we saw the most. Soon we were tramping through 

large patches of them to locate the rarer Microtis globula and again two unnamed 

species. The yellow donkey orchids in this area were a different species, perhaps 

D. pauciflora. Here also were blue sun orchids which even our guide was unsure of. 

 

Suddenly more excitement. "Look at the wasps on these Cryptostylis ovata". I had 

never seen this western slipper orchid and I had certainly not expected that the 

first one I would see would have such an attractively spotted wasp mating with it! 

After lunch we headed for Northcliffe and the most brilliant display yet. Where 

burnt forest met burnt swamp was a huge colony of softest pink Lyperanthus 

forrestii. This is supposedly endangered but we saw later many other colonies of 

it. Right next to it an even larger colony of 50 cm tall Microtis alba with the 

most overpowering dried apricot fragrance with here and there the blue of Epiblema 

and a stray Thelymitra crinita and then "oohs" and "aahs" - a patch of glossiest 

pink enamel orchids, Elythranthera. We were surprised to see these "spring 

flowering" orchids but our guide was not. The area he said is always cool and damp 

and many spring orchids carried over into summer. As if to qualify these words he 

produced a Caladenia pectinata, its sepals chewed off so it could not attract 

pollinators and destined to remain unfertilized until shrivelled by summer 

drought. 
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As a treat we stayed at the Northcliffe Hotel. The locals we met seemed well aware 

of the richness of their orchid flora and often "entertain" orchid enthusiasts. 

 

Next morning we headed south and our guide spotted a water hole with a metre tall 

Epiblema in 40 cm deep water and with 5 flowers, but it was not the Epiblema which 

amazed us but the Microtis - both M. orbicularis and M. atrata were "flowering" 

under water, the blooms staying closed but the seedpods swelling through apomixis. 

On the edge flower spikes emerged above water. The prize for "deepest orchid in 

the pond" went to an 80 cm tall Prasophyllum macrostachyum with only its 6 cm 

flower spike above water. 

 

There were few species found from this point on in our trip but we eventually 

totalled up 40 species of orchid in flower including Spiculea and an unnamed 

Pterostylis of the Rufa group. If you are contemplating a visit to South-Western 

Australia why not visit in early December but remember to get local advice about 

where the best burns are, because 'burns are where the orchids are'! 

 

 

 

 

MONADENIA BRACTEATA: AN ORCHID WEED IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA by R.Bates 

 

Monadenia bracteata is a South African terrestrial orchid. When it was first 

discovered near Albany in Western Australia about 1940 it was thought to be a new 

species and was described as Monadenia australiensis by H.M.R. Rupp. By 1946 it 

was recognised for what it was: an introduction from South Africa. It was 

suggested that seed was carried in sacking from ships unloading at Albany Harbour. 

By this time its distribution had spread to over 100 km from Albany and by 1984 

Hoffmann and Brown show it to have spread 500 km from that point, only unsuitable 

climate preventing it from spreading further. 

 

Now Monadenia bracteata has reached South Australia. Plants were discovered in 

Belair Recreation Park in 1987 but these were destroyed (Paul Reece - Pers Comm). 

When I heard of this South Australian occurrence I hoped that the Belair outbreak 

would be the end of it. Unfortunately in April this year while mapping out 

populations of Eriochilus cucullatus and Prasophyllum rufum for the N.O.S.S.A. 

survey of Scott Creek Conservation Park I came across the dead remains of what I 

first took for Orobanche. Closer examination showed them to belong to Monadenia. 

Plants were growing in a cleared area, now regenerating. 

 

Haw did Monadenia reach South Australia? It is almost 20 years now since I first 

saw potted plants in Blackwood near Adelaide. There is little doubt that these 

plants are the ancestors of the recently found wild populations (Belair is only 5 

km from Blackwood and 10 km from Scott Creek). The Scott Creek plants will I'm 

sure be destroyed but is it already too late? I know of other plants of Monadenia 

still being grown in Adelaide. I would hope that flowers are picked before seed is 

released. The danger is that if it becomes established in the Adelaide Hills, 

Monadenia will compete with our already struggling native orchid flora. 
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PHENOMENAL POLLINATOR VISITATION TO A CULTIVATED PLANT OF THE MIDGE ORCHID 

PRASOPHYLLUM Acuminatum by R. Bates. 

 

Prasophyllum acuminatum R. Rogers is a tall, rather uncommon midge orchid from 

coastal heaths of northern New South Wales and southern Queensland. On March 18 a 

plant from the R. S. Rogers Orchid House was set up in my garden at Fairview Park. 

Only the lowest two flowers had expanded but during the next 24 hours all 14 

flowers had opened, the air temperature reaching about 35°C during that period. At 

4 pm on the 19th the flower spike was examined. Seven tiny vinegar flies 

(Chloropidae) were present, some in the flowers, others on the scape. Three bore 

pollinia. Examination of the flowers showed all stigmas had been smeared with 

pollen. At 7 pm the plant was moved indoors. Within 15 minutes 3 flies were 

present on the spike, one with pollinia on its thorax. This was intriguing as 

previous examination had revealed that all pollinia had been removed, the 

particular fly had apparently collected the pollinia earlier in the day and was 

still sufficiently attracted to enter a room after dark through the mesh of an 

insect screen (the flies being considerably smaller than the holes in the mesh). 

 

At 7 am on the 20th the plant was returned to the garden and at 8 am a count of 15 

flies was made on the spike, with 10 within the flowers. Each fly would position 

itself upside down on the labellum, push into the flower as far as it could and 

then with a series of jerking movements with the legs cause the hinged labellum to 

vibrate. Seen through a lens this action was quite entertaining. Presumably the 

leg jerking signified that the flies were attempting to wriggle further into the 

flower seeking whatever it was that enticed them. Each fly spent an average of 45 

seconds in the flower before either flying off or crawling to another flower, 

entering quickly if that flower was unoccupied, or if it was, jostling with the 

present occupant. As many as 3 insects would sometimes be vying for the same 

flower. For the next 8 hours the spike was checked at 30 minute intervals. There 

were never less than 6 flies present at any time, with a maximum of 22 present (at 

1 pm at which time all flowers were occupied). Maximum temperature was again about 

35°C. 

 

Given that an average of 6 flies were present in flowers at any one time and that 

visits were generally less than 1 minute, this indicates a total of 360 visits per 

hour, or over the 8 hour period 2,880 visits - over 3,000 visits per day! 

Observations over the next 2 days indicated a similar rate of visitation. At the 

end of that time flowers began to close and the spike was picked and placed in 

alcohol; several attendant flies refusing to leave were pickled with the object of 

their desire. The estimate then is that a total of 10,000+ visits were made during 

the 4 days the flowers remained open. All flies appeared to be of the same 

species. These flies also visited flowers of P. archeri, a similar hairy labellum 

species which was visited an estimated 800 times by three different vinegar fly 

species in the same period of time (see also Bates 1981). Evidence suggests that 

the same individual flies visited flowers over and over. 

 

Many midge orchids have sweet fruity or sour odours but no scent was detected from 

the P. acuminatum. Nicholls (1969) illustrates P. acuminatum in colour. Much has 

been written of the pollination of the midge orchids. The visitors are always tiny 

flies (Garnett 1940, Cady and Rotherham 1972, Bates 1979). The attractant has 

never been documented but presumably some food reward is given otherwise flies 

would not revisit. 
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CONCLUSIONS: 

 

Prasophyllum acuminatum is extremely successful at attracting its chloropid fly 

pollinators. These pollinators must reach high population densities in suburban 

Adelaide, possibly due to the great variety of fruit in suburban kitchens and 

gardens. Pollinators were not species specific in as much as they visited P. 

archeri (frequently). One would expect hybrids to occur wherever midge orchids 

occur and flower together. The attractant whatever it is in P. acuminatum 

continues to be produced up to 3 days after pollination occurs. 
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TRADING TABLE 

 

Members are encouraged to use the trading table. If you have plants, spore 

divisions, tubers or anything else of an associated nature, you are welcome to try 

to sell them through the trading table at each monthly meeting. By using the 

trading table you are assisting your club as part of the proceeds will go to 

N.O.S.S.A. Items are sold on a consignment basis. 

 

 

 

 

JOURNAL MATERIAL NEEDED 

 

Most members will have noticed that there are only a few regular contributors to 

this Journal. All members are encouraged to contribute at least one item. You do 

not have to take a scientific approach. If you wish your Editor will assist you in 

your final presentation. Ideas would include gossip. questions you would like 

answered, observations, comments on meetings, field trips etc, letters from past 

members or members from other native orchid societies, etc., etc. 

 

If you would like to learn more about a particular genus, species or hybrid, why 

not research it through the N.O.S.S.A. library. There are many very knowledgeable 

members in your club who would be very happy to assist you. Your findings could 

make an excellent Journal item and if you so wish, your Editor would be pleased to 

assist you in text preparation.  


