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    NEXT MEETING 

 

    Tuesday, 27 March, 1990, 8.00 p.m. 

 

    St Matthews Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. 

 

    Visitors are always welcome. 

 

    Edda Viskic will be the speaker for March. Her topic for the evening will 

    be the Flora of the 14,500 feet high Mt Kinabalu, Borneo, S.E. Asia. 

 

 

 

    LAST MEETING 

 

    Mr Bob Bates addressed members on "A Picnic at Scott Creek". This talk 

    covered the Society's efforts to completely survey the Conservation Park 

    over a lengthy period of time. Bob's talk was well received and well 

    illustrated with a selection of slides depicting the nature of the park 

    and its flora. 

 

 

 

    NEXT FIELD TRIP 

 

    Genoplesium nigricans Special 

 

    Saturday, March 31                                    Next Month: 

 

    Meet Callington turnoff from the                      Leporella at 

    Murray Bridge-Adelaide Freeway                        Bullock Creek. 

    at 10.00 a.m. 
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FEBRUARY MEETING -  DETAILS 

 

PLANTS BENCHED: 

 

Terrestrials:    Geodorum pictum, Pterostylis coccinea, P. abrupta, Stenoglottis 

woodii (Natal, South Africa). 

 

Epiphytes:       Cadetia taylori, Dendrobium gouldii var. guadalcanal, D. 

                 armittii, D. mortii, Sarcochilus ceciliae, Sarconopsis 

                 lavinia. 

 

 

COMMENTARY AND JUDGING: 

 

Terrestrials:          Mr George Nieuwenhoven 

Epiphytes:             Mr Keith Northcote 

 

 

RESULTS OF POPULAR VOTE: 

 

Terrestrials:          Geodorum pictum, grown by Mrs Shirley Rose. 

Epiphytes:             Sarconopsis lavinia, grown by Mr Keith Northcote. 

 

 

RESULTS OF JUDGING: 

 

Terrestrial Species:   Geodorum pictum, grown by Mrs Shirley Rose 

Terrestrial Hybrid:    Nil. 

Epiphyte Species:      Sarcochilus ceciliae, grown by Mr Kevin Western 

Epiphyte Hybrid:       Sarconopsis lavinia, grown by Mr Keith Northcote. 

 

 

CULTURAL COMMENTS 

 

Mr Les Nesbitt advised members that their terrestrial repotting programme 

should be completed by the end of February and pots should be placed in their 

growing positions.  Watering from Christmas Day may assist in producing some 

early flower spikes but growers will need to watch out for pest attack, 

especially from thrip.  Plants should be kept on the damp side now but watch 

out for differing rates of evaporation as we come into cooler months. 

 

Mr Reg Shooter indicated that, even though epiphytes may seem to do quite 

well on their own they will improve with cultural attention. Plants must be 

watered carefully to avoid growth rot and fertilising can be carried out at 

this time of the year. Reg prefers a balanced fertiliser (10.10.10) rather 

than a heavy nitrogen fertiliser and this allows canes to dry off ready for 

flowering. Pests are prevalent at this time, especially mealy bug - this 

appears to be controlled with a 50/50 water and methylated spirit solution. 

Hanging pest strips in the glasshouse also seems beneficial, as is Kelthane 

for red spider infestation. As the cooler weather moves in so do the aphids 

and Reg indicated that blowing them off the plant seemed as good a way as any 

to control these pests. Some flower spikes may be observed at this time, 

especially on Dendrobium Hilda Poxon.  Reg recommends that these early spikes 

be taken off for the benefit of the plant. 

 

 

 

 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE VACANCIES 

 

Are you prepared to take an interest in the running of your 

Society?    You are!     -  then nominate for one of the positions 

on the Management Committee.    It's not an onerous task!!! 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

 

I have much pleasure in presenting the 13th Annual Report of the Society. 

It has been another successful year with attendances at meetings averaging 

about 55 which is approximately 26% of our South Australian members. At the 

end of 1989 we had 265 members including 59 from interstate and overseas. 

A successful year does not just happen, it is brought about by the efforts 

of the members. 

 

This year the flowering was late but due to your support quite a good Show 

was presented and the display at the S.G.A.P. show a week later was also of 

high standard. 

 

The Field Trips continue to attract the dedicated few and under Bob Bates' 

guidance efforts are now being directed towards a survey of the orchids in 

various Conservation Parks. 

 

Roy Hargreaves again organised visits to various shadehouses and glasshouses 

and we thank those members who kindly made their places available to help 

disseminate the knowledge on how to grow our orchids. 

 

We again held the Club Dinner at the Walkers Arms Hotel and those attending 

voted it an enjoyable evening. 

 

As you know the Society donated $4000.00 to the Adelaide Botanic Garden for 

the purpose of obtaining Australian native orchids for the new Bicentennial 

Conservatory.  In consequence, prior to the official opening, we were given 

a preview of the conservatory which was well attended and enjoyed by those 

participating. 

 

The Auction, which now I am sure will be an annual event, raised $475.00 for 

the Club and, while on fund raising, we give our thanks to Gill Shooter and 

Kay Nesbitt who have so ably sold raffle tickets this year. 

 

Financially we showed a loss of $2680.00 but the expenses included the gift 

of $4000.00 to the Botanic Gardens. Funds in hand total $9200.00 and conse- 

quently the Committee are recommending that for the fifth year the subscrip- 

tions remain unaltered. 

 

It is with regret that we record the death of Harold Goldsack and Lewis 

Moore, two well known and respected members of the Society and our sympathy 

is extended to their families. The Society is very grateful for the donation 

by Mrs Goldsack of a large number of books and orchid slides for the library. 

 

 In conclusion I thank the members of the Committee for their support, par- 

 ticularly the Secretary, Darrell Butler, also those who provide the address 

 sheets, collate, fold and despatch the Journal each month, also all other 

 members who have helped and co-operated to further the interests of the 

 Society. 

                                                       R.T. Robjohns 
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           NATIVE ORCHID SOCIETY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA INCORPORATED 

 

     STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1989 

 

 RECEIPTS                             PAYMENTS 

 

 Subscriptions- 1989       1327.50    Journal - Postage           817.19 

                 Prepaid    242.00           - Print and Type    1472.12 

 Donations                  43.00     Postage and Telephone        95.53 

 Badges                     87.00     Stationery                  144.40 

 Publications              1009.20    Publications                770.00 

 Raffles                    294.00    Hall Rent                   200.00 

 Tuber Bank                 338.03    Public Liability Insurance  212.00 

 Show - Admission 497.00              O.C.S.A. - Affiliation       10.00 

       Trading   1105.38  1602.38     A.O.F. - Donation            50.00 

 Trading Table              118.10    Ira Butler Committee - 

 Auction                    475.50         Donation                50,00 

 Roy Hargreaves Trophy      50.00     Show Expenses               144.00 

 Interest                   861.49    Roy Hargreaves Trophy        50.00 

 Plant Competition          175.00    Signs                       318.80 

 Club Dinner                405.00    Competition plants          184.00 

 Sundries                    52.99    Club Dinner                 405.00 

                                      Slide programme              60.00 

                           7081.19 

                                      Book Binding                195.00 

                                      Raffle Licence                5.00 

 Excess                               Club Badges                 505.20 

   Payments over Receipts  2679.93    Sundries                     51.06 

                                      Tax - F.I.D. and B.A.D.      21.82 

                                      Adelaide Botanic Gardens - 

                                           Donation              4000.00 

 

                          $9761.12                              $9761.12 

 

 CASH STATEMENT 

 

 Cash at Bank - 31.12.88              11864.40 

 Cash on hand                            20.00 

 

                                      11884.40 

 Less excess payments over receipts    2679.93    $9204.47 

 

 Cash at Bank - 31.12.89                          $9204.47 

 

                          (signed) R.T. Robjohns (Honorary Treasurer) 

 

 

 

 I have examined the books and records of the Native Orchid Society of South 

 Australia Incorporated and certify that the above Statement of Receipts and 

 Payments is in accordance with the books and vouchers produced. 

 

 27th February, 1990      (signed) N. Christoph  (Honorary Auditor) 
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          THE CATALOGUE OF AUSTRALIAN ORCHIDACEAE 

          and 

          NEW NAMES FOR SOME SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SPECIES 

 

The recently published "Catalogue of Australian Orchidaceae", by M.A. Clements, 

is a solid basis for future taxonomic research on Australian orchids. 

 

Listed below are some of the more significant 

name changes for South Australian species: 

 

Caladenia minor Hookf.      This is the name which applies to most of the South 

   Australian plants previously referred to as C. pusilla or C. carnea var. 

   pygmaea. This information was given to us in 1988 by Doug Macrae from New 

   Zealand and verified by Clements. It remains to be determined if true C. 

   pusilla occurs in South Australia or, indeed, if it differs from C. minor. 

 

Caladenia behrii Schltl.      This name, we are told, definitely refers to one 

   of the forms of C. patersonii from the Adelaide Hills, but we are none the 

   wiser as to which one - the neotype selected (the original collection has 

   probably been destroyed) is one from Chandlers Hill near Cherry Gardens. 

   There is very little chance that the plants still occur on Chandlers Hill 

    but collections made there years ago are of a large flowered plant which 

   appears to be extinct in the Adelaide area nowadays. It is unfortunate 

    that the Type was not selected from collections at Adelaide so that re- 

   searchers might know to which species the name belongs. 

 

Caleana       Clements re-instates Caleana minor in preference to Paracaleana 

   minor but this must be considered a matter of personal opinion - there is 

   much to support the use of either name. 

 

Diuris behrii Schltl.      This name has, of course, always been applicable to 

    South Australian plants but was previously treated as a synonym of firstly 

   D. pedunculata and then D. lanceolata.  As far as I know South Australian 

    researchers have not seen the Types of any of these and have not been in a 

    position to judge, therefore having to follow the advice of eastern states 

   workers.  Clements has seen the Types of all three and has declared that 

    D. behrii is a distinct species. Most of the South Australian populations 

    belong to D. behrii, distinguished by the long ridge on the labellum. 

   Near Lake Fyans, in Western Victoria, both D. behrii and D. lanceolata 

    grow together.  It might also be noted that, if D. x fastidiosa is D. lanceolata 

x D. palustris and the South Australian plants are D. behrii x D. 

    palustris then they are not strictly referrable to D. x fastidiosa! 

 

 Diuris pardina Lindley.     It has long been suggested that South Australian 

    plants referrred to as D. maculata ought to be called D. pardina and Cle- 

   ments re-emphasises this so we'd better get used to our common donkey 

    orchid being called Diuris pardina.  To some degree these name changes are 

    a matter of opinion, concerning species concepts, for D. pardina is very 

    similar to D. maculata, D, behrii is almost indistinguishable from D. lanceolata 

and D. corymbosa is morphologically close to D. longifolia. 

 

 The hybrid genus x Calassodia Clements. is made official to cater for Caladenia 

deformis x Glossodia major but this name may yet be superseded! 

 

 Clements suggests that Microtis oblonga be reinstated as a species separate 

    from M. rara, but, in my opinion, a good deal further research is required. 
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 New Names for Some South Australian Species (contd.) 

 

 Clements also reinstates Prasophyllum album as separate from P. odoratum, but 

    as the Types of both are part of the same larger population (Adelaide 

    Hills) this is not a useful move. 

 

 A very useful move, however, is the description of a new special Pterostylis 

    sanguinea.  This name applies to all the South Australian plants previously 

    referred to as P. vittata, a green-flowered Western Australian species. 

 

 Also useful is the dropping of the "sub.sp. australis" of Spiranthes sinensis 

    to synonymy. 

 

 An interesting comment made by Clements in regard to South Australian popu- 

    lations of Monadenia bracteata is that they are "deliberately introduced". 

    This may be upsetting to those few early growers of the species in South 

    Australia!  I would suggest that the only way Clements could be positive 

    that it was deliberately introduced was if he introduced it himself. 

 

 With the rapid evolution of orchid research in Australia it comes as no surprise 

    that this "Catalogue of Australian Orchidaceae" is already out of date. For 

    example the minature Prasophyllums listed as Prasophyllum in the Catalogue 

    were already officially Genoplesium before the Catalogue was available. The 

    publication date on the Catalogue of "August 1989" is somewhat unbelievable 

    as the editor was known to have stated in November 1989 that it was soon to 

    be released. 

 

 Despite the good deal of confusing information (or lack of it) in the Cata- 

    logue it is an extremely valuable reference. 

 

                                                                    R. Bates 

 

  

 

 

TUBERBANK REPORT     -  1989-90                             Philip Matthews 

 

This season's Tuberbank has been com-     this season, there were only a few 

pleted with the last tubers being         lots of surplus tubers. These have 

posted on 30 January, 1990.               now been potted for the 1990 Tuber- 

                                          bank. 

There was an exceptional demand for 

tubers and as a consequence some          Many thanks to those generous mem- 

"lots" only contained one tuber. A        bers who donated tubers and supplied 

total of 49 orders were made up con-      packages for tuber distribution as 

taining 439 lots of tubers.     Most      these are an essential part of the 

orders  were  fulfilled  with first       Tuberbank.  A special thanks to Don 

choices, however, some relied upon        Wells who willingly showed me the 

substitutes to make up the orders.        "ropes". 

I trust that all members were satis- 

fied with their orders.                   All members' efforts are appreciated 

                                          and I look forward to the donation 

The Tuberbank was once again success-     of slide boxes and tubers for the 

ful  this  season  with  a total of       coming season. If December and early 

$412.50 being paid into N.O.S.S.A.        January are inconvenient times of the 

funds.                                    year to donate tubers, spare pots of 

                                          tubers can be donated throughout the 

With the large demand for tubers          year for growing on for the Tuberbank. 
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FIELD TRIP REPORT 

 

MT LOFTY BOTANIC GARDENS 

 

On a perfect day for a picnic we met at the lower car park, Piccadilly, and 

headed along the track, past the lake, into the "rain forest". (Well, not 

real rain forest, but a planted one about the "Fern Garden".) Overhead 

sprinklers, which turn on as often as twice a day in hot weather, keep this 

area lush. It was quiet and dark under a filigree of fern trees with fascina- 

ting unfurling fronds of many species. 

 

As many of the ferns are forest collected we considered it possible that 

rainforest Pterostylis might have been brought in accidentally but none were 

found.  There were, however, plants of Dendrobium kingianum on old logs, most 

likely planted there. Skinks scuttered and scattered on the track ahead but 

huge black slugs just slid slowly by. Fern lovers will be interested to know 

that nearly 100 species have been planted here. 

 

We headed across a slope of Eucalyptus forest where dozens of Dipodium had 

been recently mown down, but some had survived and sported both flowers and 

large pods, some green, some black. We passed a bank known to have Eriochilus and 

Genoplesium but three months of "drought" ensured we would see 

none. Past the "Bog Garden" and into the Woodland Garden planted with 500 

species of European and Asian wildflowers. The kids were delighted with the 

wild strawberries of 5 species and even an orange fruited blackberry (Rubus). 

This is a lovely spot. Tiny Cyclamen were bursting leafless from the litter. 

A wide-eyed Lobelia, huge Hydrangeas, tiny alpine Gentians - the variety is 

amazing. 

 

From the Woodland garden we entered the newly opened bushland track which led 

us to the boardwalk over a swamp bedecked with native ferns, Blechnum spp. 

and delicious blackberries of several species (there are at least five wild 

blackberry species in the Adelaide Hills). 

 

The morning was rounded off with a picnic by the lower lake, and a lunch 

which we shared with black duck, wood duck and coot. 

 

                                                          Garry Guide 

 

 

 

 

CONSERVATION   MINDED? 

 

A member of ANOS Warringah Group has contacted me and would be very interested 

in obtaining flowering-size tubers of Pterostylis biseta and Pterostylis excelsa or 

green pods later in the season as he is interested in growing seeds 

assymbiotically in flasks for eventual distribution back to Tuberbanks. This 

person is willing to swap terrestrials or epiphytes from his area. 

 

If you are able to help or require further information please contact: 

 

                                        Philip Matthews (08) 261 2359 

 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

John and Allyson Sandman, Panorama 

Matthew Reilly, Walkerville 

Freda Kelly, Morphett Vale 
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 VALE COLLIN WOOLCOCK 

 

 With the passing of Collin Woolcock on January 23 this year the orchid fra- 

 ternity lost a mighty man. Collin had been seriously ill for some years 

 but continued doing botanical illustrations for a book on Australian Grevillea 

which he completed only shortly before his death. Collin is perhaps 

 best known for his illustrations in the book, Australian Terrestrial Orchids, 

 which he co-authored, with his wife, Dorothy. 

 

  Born in Adelaide and studying at Adelaide University Collin gained a Master 

  of Science degree before becoming an industrial chemist, firstly in Adelaide 

  and later at Portland, Victoria. He completed his working career as a bio- 

  chemist at Portland Hospital. 

 

  He was introduced to Botany by his wife, Dorothy, and his love for plants 

  developed through his association with the Portland Branch of the Victorian 

  Field Naturalists and, for a time, he was President of the group. 

 

  During the 1960s and 70s Collin and Dorothy travelled widely in south-west 

  Victoria becoming keen students of the orchids and also native peas, with 

 more extensive trips to South Australia, Western Australia, New South Wales 

  and Queensland as well. 

 

  Collin developed the technique of drawing with crayon pencils and also did 

  line drawings.  His work was first published in the American Orchid Society 

  Bulletin, illustrating articles by Professor Warren Stoutamire and later in 

  the Orchadian and Society for Growing Australian Plants Journals and several 

  books, culminating in 1984 with Australian Terrestrial Orchids.  Perhaps his 

  finest work, the line drawings for the Grevillea book have yet to be publish- 

  ed. Collin was also an expert photographer and provided dozens of slides for 

  Australian Plants. 

 

  During his later years Collin exhibited at several Botanical art exhibitions. 

  NOSSA members may remember him best as co-host (with Dorothy) of the joint 

  NOSSA/ANOS Vic. long weekend field trip to Portland about 1980. 

 

  Collin is survived by his wife Dorothy, two children and some seven grand- 

  children. 

 

  For those of us about to retire Collin should serve as a perfect example of 

  how productive those retirement years can be. 

                                                              R. Bates 

 

 

 

 

(The following notes on the control of Red Spider Mite by Predatory 

Mites has been supplied by Biocontrol Predatory Mites - Billywacs 

Pty. Ltd., PO Box 35, Warwick, Qld. 4370.) 

 

 

NOTES ON TWO SPOTTED MITE AND THE PREDATORY MITE 

 

Two Spotted Mite (Tetranychus urticae) and its relatives  - Two Spotted Mite 

or Red Spider Mite and its relatives belong to a worldwide group of pests 

attacking a wide range of plants. They multiply quickly in hot, dry weather, 

and cause severe damage to foliage in the absence of natural control agents. 

Low numbers of the pests are usually of no commercial significance and can be 

tolerated if they are being kept in check by Biocontrol Predatory Mites. 

These pests rapidly develop resistance to chemical miticides and are frequently 

uncontrollable with chemicals. 
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Notes on Two Spotted Mite and the Predatory Mite (contd.) 

 

The Predatory Mites (Phytoseiulus persimilis)  - Phytoseiulus persimilis was 

first identified in Chile. This strain of P. persimilis has been used for 

two decades for control of TSM in glasshouse and intensive field crops in 

Europe and USA. 

 

Biocontrol's strain of P. persimilis were first found by the New South Wales 

Department of Agriculture in a strawberry field near Sydney. The same species 

was subsequently found naturally in South Australia, Victoria, Western Aus- 

tralia and Queensland before being commercially released by Biocontrol Ltd. 

Biocontrol Predatory Mites have a high level of tolerance to the insecticide 

Carbaryl distinguishing this strain from those used overseas. 

 

Predators are safe and specific  -  Biocontrol Predatory Mites eat only a 

narrow range of plant eating mite pests of the Tetranychus genus. All stages 

including eggs are eaten by P. persimilis. Without mites to eat, the preda- 

tors move away in search of food and eventually die if they cannot find it. 

They cannot eat foliage of plants and do not have any potential to become 

pests of plants in their own right. 

 

Predators multiply and spread  -  Biocontrol Predatory Mites multiply rapidly 

in the presence of their food sources. They are highly mobile, spreading by 

walking over plant surfaces or by blowing in the wind while on the threads of 

silk made by their prey. Predatory mites introduced to "hot spots" of the 

pests will spread to the remainder of the crop on their own. An even cover- 

age is not necessary. This is a practical way of treating large areas at low 

cost if the "hot spots" can be identified early. The predatory mites can 

penetrate to the bases of plants, under plastic mulches and to cracks and 

crannies which cannot be adequately treated by conventional sprays. These 

places serve as the sources of TSM reinfestation. 

 

Biocontrol Predatory Mites are able to persist for prolonged periods of time 

after they have become established in a crop, providing they are treated with 

care. A balance is reached with a low number of predators chasing a low number 

of pests. When a local upsurge of pests occurs, the predators can respond 

usually before the outbreak is noticed by the grower. Providing shelter in 

the form of plant cover remains and widespread use of incompatible insecti- 

cides is avoided, the Predators can usually persist for prolonged periods, 

even years.  In some situations (highly sterile glasshouses with relatively 

few infested plants) it is possible for the Predators to eat themselves into 

extinction.  In these situations, regular reintroduction may be desirable. 

 

When to introduce the predators  -  Older leaves from the lower parts of the 

plants should be monitored weekly using a magnifying glass to check for in- 

festation. Biocontrol Predatory Mites should be introduced at the first sign 

of TSM infestation.  The Predators will take some time to build up and over- 

whelm the pests. If they are introduced early, then the pest will not reach 

damaging levels before the predator takes over. 

 

How to introduce Biocontrol Predatory Mites  - Biocontrol Predatory Mites 

are produced and sent to customers on bean leaves. These leaflets usually 

have about 40 predators on each. All stages including adults, juvenile 

nymphs and eggs are included in the count. To introduce the predators, place 

the leaves onto infested foliage at regular intervals throughout the crop. 

If the infestation is localised, it is preferable to introduce high numbers 

to that section of the crop. The predators will build up and spread naturally 

to other parts of the crop. 
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    (The following information may be of interest to some of 

   our readers.  It has been supplied by Bugs for Bugs, 28 

   Orton Street, Mundubbera, Queensland 4626.) 

 

 

   MEALYBUG PREDATORS AND PARASITES 

 

   Mealybugs are a serious pest of a wide range of horticultural crops and orna- 

   mental plants.  Some mealybug host plants include citrus, custard apples, 

   passionfruit, and many indoor and glasshouse species. Typically mealybugs 

   are very difficult to control. This is due in part to the need for very toxic 

   chemicals to kill these pests and, owing to their cryptic habit, the diffi- 

   culty in achieving effective coverage with applied pesticides. 

 

   We are presently engaged in rearing two species of beneficial insects which 

   exercise control over mealybugs. 

 

   Leptomastix dactylopii is a small parasitic wasp first introduced into Aus- 

   tralia from the U.S.A. in 1980. Since that time it has proven itself to be 

   a highly effective parasite where annual field releases have been made in 

   Queensland citrus.  It is known to be effective against Planococcus citri, the 

   mealybug species most commonly occurring in citrus and custard apples in 

    Queensland.  Leptomastix are supplied in punnets containing a nominal 200 

   wasps. 

 

    The Leptomastix wasp lays its egg into the mealybug. The subsequent larva 

    develops fully within its host and emerges 3-4 weeks later as an adult wasp 

    ready to mate immediately and continue the cycle. 

 

    Cryptolaemus montrouzieri is a ladybird beetle which feeds voraciously on a 

    wide range of mealybug species in both the larval and adult stages. It is 

    recommended for release in glasshouse and indoor situations. If P. citri is 

    also known to occur, both species of beneficial should be introduced. 

 

    Cryptolaemus are supplied in punnets of 50 beetles. Cryptolaemus beetles seek 

    out mealybug egg-masses in which to lay their eggs. The beetle larvae look 

    not unlike mealybugs themselves and should not be confused with them. Both 

    larvae and adults will feed on mealybugs. The fully developed larvae will 

    pupate in a concealed site to emerge as an adult beetle. 

 

    Shipment:    Beneficial insects are despatched by overnight courier post 

    where possible and are packed in plastic punnets within styrofoam boxed. 

    They should be collected and released as soon as possible. Under no circum- 

    stances should they be allowed to stand packaged in direct sunlight. 

 

    Pesticides:     Toxic pesticides, especially organophosphates and carbamates, 

    should be avoided for a minimum of 2 weeks before and 5 weeks following the 

    release.  In tree crops, pesticides can be applied 2 weeks after a release of 

    Leptomastix but applications should be avoided at 3-5 weeks after release when 

    the next generation adults will be emerging. Many fungicides and some pesti- 

    cides can be used safely - contact us for further details about these. 

 

    Indoor release (nurseries, hothouses, atriums, etc.):     Remove lids and 

    place punnets in and around infested plants or tap insects directly onto 

    mealybug infestations.  To improve the chance of establishment, some more 

    heavily infested plants should be grouped together and covered with mosquito 

    netting or similar fine mesh material to confine a proportion of the insects 

    with their host. In office blocks, where strong artificial lighting may draw 

    the insects away from the release area it is suggested that the release be 

    made out of hours if possible. 

 


