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JUNE MEETING  

Tuesday 22nd June 1993, 8.00 pm; at St Matthews Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. Doors to Hall will be open at 

7.15 pm for those wishing to use the Library or Trading Table. Our Guest Speaker for the evening will be Mr Bob 

Bates, our Secretary and Past President of our Society and the Author of Orchids of South Australia, the definitive 

work on the Orchids of our State. Bob will be speaking on 'Rare and Endangered Orchids of South Australia'. 

 

 

N.O.S.S.A. OPEN DAY  

To be held at the home of Roger Herraman, 42 Dashwood Road, Beaumont, at 2.00 pm on Sunday, 27th June. All 

Members are more than welcome. A great opportunity to pick up some growing secrets from a very 

knowledgeable grower and to meet on a social level with others who share your interest in our native orchids 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING  

To be held at the home of Judith and Gerry Carne, 118 Hewitt Avenue, Toorak Gardens at 7.30 pm on Friday 

June 25 (332 7730). 

 

 

FIELD TRIP  

Warren Conservation Park (located between Williamstown and Kersbrook) on Sunday July 11. Meet at the 

Kersbrook Shop at 10.30 am . This will be the first of three major surveys of the orchids growing in the park. 

Each year N.O.S.S.A. under the direction of Bob Bates, conducts a survey of the orchid populations of a selected 

Conservation Area or Park. Warren Conservation Park has been chosen for our 1993 Survey. Bring pencil or pen. 

If you are a little lost in identifying orchids, this will be a great opportunity to learn how to recognise at least some 

species. The idea is to have an enjoyable time in the bush. 

 

 

DIARY DATES  

September 18th and 19th: Our Annual Spring Show. Its time to start preparing  

October 17th: Echunga Social - Picnic and field Excursion. 
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MAY MEETING  

 

PLANTS BENCHED 

 

Terrestrials: Acianthus pusillus, Chiloglottis aff. reflexa, Eriochilus dilatatus, Pterostylis alata, Pterostylis 

coccinea, Pterostylis longipetala, Pterostylis robusta, Pterostylis aff. robusta, Pterostylis sanguinea. 

 

Epiphytes: Dendrobium tetragonum var. tetragonum, Liparis reflexa, Dendrobium Hilda Poxon (Dendrobium 

speciosum x Dendrobium tetragonum), Dendrobium fleckeri x Dendrobium tetragonum, Dendrobium Sunglow 

(Dendrobium fleckeri x Dendrobium speciosum), Dendrobium Zip (Dend. Purple Lip x Dend. Aussie Quest 

Purple Lip), Dendrobium Silvereye (Dendrobium Peewee x Dendrobium Bright Spark) 

 

Mr Bob Bates provided the plant commentary for the terrestrials  

Mr Reg Shooter provided the plant commentary for the epiphytes 

 

Popular Vote  

Terrestrial: Acianthus pusillus grown in the R. S. Rogers Shadehouse, brought by Roy Hargreaves.  

Epiphyte: Dendrobium Silvereye grown by John Peace. 

 

Commentator's Choice  

Terrestrial Species: Acianthus pusillus grown by John Peace  

Terrestrial Hybrid: No terrestrial hybrids were benched  

Epiphyte Species: Dendrobium tetragonum var. tetragonum grown by Kevin Western  

Epiphyte Hybrid: Dendrobium Hilda Poxon grown by Kevin Western 

 

 

Guest Speaker - May Meeting 

 

N.O.S.S.A. was very honoured to have Mr. Tim Newbery, AFIAF ARPS HON EFIAP HON FAPS, show us how 

we might take better close - up photographs. Tim opened his presentation by showing us some of the 'National 

Geographic' quality photographs he has taken as 35 mm slides of orchids and other plants and of insects. Some 

subjects were taken using different lighting, aperture and position to demonstrate how these factors can greatly 

control the results of our photographs. Some of Tim's shots were extremely close - up: - how about the facial 

portrait of the huntsman spider! Whether a photographer or not, the evening proved very rewarding just for the 

opportunity to see Tim's photographic art. 

 

After a short break to allow the non-photographers to depart for home, Tim brought out his equipment in order 

that he could best demonstrate the equipment he uses and the procedures he follows. We were shown the use and 

management of camera apertures, how to make use of available light and to position flash units and we were even 

shown how to make a very ingenious and relatively inexpensive lens for those super close-up shots. I have asked 

two of N.O.S.S.A.'s photographers to duplicate some of the tables and diagrams that Tim drew up on the black 

board and these along with a summary of the main points of Tim's presentation will be published in a future 

edition of this Journal. 

 

A very warm thankyou,Tim, for donating your evening to us. We know that your time is very valuable and that 

you live a very full schedule. 

 

 

 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SHOW NUMBER UPDATE 

 

Mr and Mrs J Bartram  867  Miss Fay Hodge  1295  

Mr and Mrs P Bridle  1311  Mr I R MacDonald  1296  

Mrs S I Creed  1310  Mr B S Meszaros  1185  

Mr W R Fisher  1309  Mr K J Sutton  964  

Mr I P Hill  1297 
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How Can Orchids and Fungi Live Together?  by Heinrich Beyrie 

 

It is well known that our native orchids live in a close association (symbiosis) with certain fungi. This association 

is termed mycorrhiza. The mycorrhizal fungi colonise the soil and the bark of trees but also penetrate the living 

tissue of orchids. The fungi are of great importance for young orchid seedlings (protocorms). Lacking leaves and 

roots the protocorms are dependent on their fungi for the uptake of carbohydrates, minerals and water. However 

leafy adult orchids still benefit from the association and are often heavily infected. The degree of dependency 

varies within the genera and species. Epiphytic orchids are in general regarded as less dependent than terrestrial 

orchids. In protocorms, the fungus stays restricted to the basal part, not penetrating the cell division zone 

(meristem) and as roots develop they become infected from the soil. In Caladenia and Pterostylis and some other 

genera native to Australia, where roots are sparse or absent the fungus colonises the thickened stem just below the 

soil surface (stem collar). As one examines for the first time an infected root under the microscope, one will be 

certainly astonished to see the masses of fungus present. The outer region of the root (epidermis) is only sparsely 

colonised, the inner root region (vascular system) is fungus-free and most of the fungus is crowded in the cortical 

tissue between. The distribution of the fungus seems to be well organised and it becomes obvious that the plant 

controls the growth of the fungus within its tissue. 

 

The first scientific studies on orchid mycorrhiza were done by the French scientist Noel Bernard. In May 1899 he 

discovered, under a log in a forest, germinating orchid seeds. Bernard realised that the seedlings contain 

mycorrhizal fungi and depend on them for nutrition. In the following years until his early death in 1911, Bernard 

germinated the seeds of many orchid species and conducted numerous experiments. He discovered that the 

relationship is specific and only certain fungi are able to stimulate the growth of seedlings. For example the 

neotropical epiphytic orchid Cattleya will form a mycorrhiza with a fungus originating from Cattleya but when 

combined with a fungus from Phalaenopsis or Odontoglossum, either the fungus infects and kills the orchid or the 

fungus infects the orchid but becomes killed by reactions of the host plant cells and seedlings do not develop 

further. The orchids are capable of destroying the fungus. Further, Bernard showed that cuttings from orchid 

tubers, which do not usually contain mycorrhizal fungi have a strong fungicidal activity. Substances which diffuse 

out of the tubers can inhibit and stop the growth of an approaching fungus. Bernard concluded from his studies 

that the mycorrhizal fungi are potential parasites which are controlled by reactions of the host cells. As he writes 

about the "maladie bien faisante" he sees the association as a disease which turns out to be beneficial to the 

orchids. Indeed, studies from other researchers in later years revealed that some mycorrhizal fungi of orchids are 

pathogenic to certain plants (parasitic fungi). Examples are the tree-killing honey fungus Armillaria mellea (a 

symbiont of Gastrodia elata) and the crop-destroying Rhizoctonia solanii (a symbiont of the European orchid 

Dactylorhira purpurella and sometimes isolated from native Prasophyllum and Pterostylis by Jack Warcup). 

However, most orchid fungi showed no pathogenicity to plants and live on dead, decaying plant material 

(saprophytic fungi) or live in symbiosis with roots of certain shrubs and trees (ectomycorrhizal fungi). 

 

Nevertheless most fungi seem to be capable of producing an array of chemical substances (enzymes) which 

catalyse the conversion of organic molecules. These enzymes enable the fungi to break down and decompose 

complex organic material, degrade cell walls and even penetrate living cells of plants and animals, causing 

diseases. However, like animals, plants have highly effective mechanisms for disease resistance that have 

contributed to survival under the selection pressure of evolution. Plants are continuously exposed to fungi and 

other micro organisms but resistance to disease is the rule and susceptibility the exception. The mechanisms of 

resistance employed by plants are diverse. Plant physiologists differentiate in preinfectional resistance (passive 

defence) and postinfectional resistance (active defence). The first mechanism refers to compounds which are 

present in plants before the event of an infection. The latter refers to compounds which accumulate only during or 

after the course of infection. The molecules that are capable of preventing infection and diseases are not 

synthesised in the main metabolic pathways of a plant, necessary for growth and differentiation of shoots, leaves, 

roots and flowers and common to all plants (nucleic acids , proteins,  
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sugars, fatty acids). Antimicrobial compounds are synthesised in particular metabolic pathways and are therefore 

called secondary metabolites. These chemicals are of great diversity and different plant species produce different 

compounds. Secondary metabolites can be attractants for pollinators (scents, colours), but others are defence 

molecules and toxic to feeding predators (e.g. insects) and micro organisms. To give a few examples compounds 

which may be present in plant cells at the time a potential pathogenic fungus starts to attack and invade a plant 

tissue are lignin, phenols, terpenes and flavonoids. Many pathogens will successfully overcome these and other 

defence molecules and colonise the first plant cells. The plant may actively respond by the formation of papillae 

or cell wall appositions with the aim to encapsulate the invader. Additionally, major disturbance to the 

metabolism of the infected tissue may result in the immediate death of the infected cells. This localised cell death 

(hypersensivity reaction) together with the synthesis of new antimicrobial substances (phytoalexins) in significant 

amounts in the neighbouring healthy tissue will in most cases prevent further invasion and growth of the 

pathogen. The result of such an encounter between plant and pathogen is then visible as dark pigmented spots on 

leaves, roots or other plant tissues. However, nutritional stress and environmental constraints often limit the 

metabolic activities of plants and favour the pathogen. As a result, the disease progresses further and the plant will 

be lost. 

 

The similarity of the orchid mycorrhiza to host-pathogen interactions becomes obvious in symbiotic germination 

trials. Even a suitable (compatible) fungus which supports the growth of orchid seedlings at the first stage may 

later become parasitic and kill the protocorms. Break-away parasitism is a major problem in symbiotic in-vitro 

cultures and limits its application for raising orchid seedlings. However in soil (in nature and in potting mixtures), 

where the growth of the fungus is sparse compared to in-vitro cultures, break-away parasitism seems rare or 

absent. Two very different organisms seem to benefit from each other by living together. (At least the fungus does 

not seem to be harmed in the association). A fungus with the potential to kill and an orchid ready to defend itself 

against a fungal invader. Little is known what controls the process of infection and balances between orchid and 

fungus. Several systems seem to be possible: 

 

a) The aggressive nature of the fungus is balanced by defence mechanisms of the orchid. Phytoalexins are 

thought to be important in these context. In stress conditions, they are continually produced by the orchid 

and they can be gradually inactivated by the fungus. The oxidases, hydrolases and other enzymes of the 

fungus are inactivated by defence molecules of the orchid.  

b) The fungus alters its metabolism and plant-tissue destroying enzymes are not produced after the 

establishment of an infection. The orchid does not employ defence reactions as discussed above and other, 

unknown controlling mechanisms are employed.  

c) Some defence reactions operate at a low level (e.g. phytoalexins) additionally to unknown controlling 

mechanisms. 

 

The possibility a) seems to be supported by the unstable nature of the orchid mycorrhiza. However, the high 

degree of specificity (only certain fungi are able to form a mycorrhiza with certain orchids) seem to favour 

possibilities b) and c) as a) should allow for a wider range of fungi. 

 

The outcome of an infection is dependent on the orchid, the fungus and the nutrients available to the symbionts. 

Moderate nutrition will restrict the fungus and allow the establishment of a mycorrhiza. However, high levels of 

carbohydrates and nitrogenous compounds will result in a profusely growing fungus, parasitic invasion and death 

of the orchid. To investigate the balance between orchids and their fungi the production of key enzymes, 

polyphenols and phytoalexins have to be analysed during the course of an infection. The activities of the enzymes 

and amounts of defence molecules have to be defined and compared in different interactions, which are analysed 

microscopically. To obtain further evidence about the defence molecules involved, inhibitors of pathways of 

secondary metabolites can be applied and its effect on the symbiosis assessed. Investigations of this kind are 

currently carried out at the Waite Institute by Dr. S.E. Smith and myself in cooperation with Prof. R. L. Peterson, 

Canada. The research is supported by the Australian Research Council and the Alexander von Humboldt-

Foundation, Germany. 
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THE QUEST FOR AN UNDERGROUND ORCHID IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA  By Les Nesbitt 

 

1) Is there an Underground Orchid in South Australia?  

• Will it be the same as those found in Western Australia or New South Wales / Queensland?  

• Who will find the first plant and when?  

• What clues do you look for?  

• Where do you look?  

• When does it flower?  

• Why bother? 

 

These are the intriguing questions and the hunt is unlikely to be easy or quick. The rewards will be worldwide 

recognition for South Australia and a surge in interest in scientific plant studies here. It took an average of ten 

(10) hours searching to find each of the 250 plants of the Western Australia Underground Orchid Rhizanthella 

gardneri And that's after their area of presence and habitat had been established. The New South Wales / 

Queensland Underground Orchid, Rhizanthella slateri, has been even more elusive and very few plants have ever 

been found. We could even find a species new to science in South Australia. I think that there is a good chance 

that an Underground Orchid does occur in South Australia. 

 

2) How was it found in Western Australia? Rhizanthella gardneri has been found in the Western Australia wheat 

belt country, inland from Perth, south eastwards to the south coast near Esperance. Places made famous by the 

Underground Orchid are Corrigin, Munglinup and Babakin. The Babakin General Store, featuring a huge framed 

photograph of the orchid, is visited by tourist buses. 

 

In Western Australia, flowering occurs in May and June. The first verified find was on the 23rd of May, 1928 by 

John Trott, a farmer, while ploughing virgin land near Corrigin. Four further sightings were made by 1960, all by 

farmers clearing land. In following years all attempts to locate the orchid were fruitless as by then, all known 

localities had been cleared. In 1978, John Trott offered a 100 dollar reward to anyone who could rediscover it.  
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The Underground Orchid was rediscovered in May 1979 by John M
C
Ginness, near Munglinup. In 1980, the 

World Wildlife Fund awarded $29,000 to Dr. Wycherley and Professor Pate for further study of the orchid. 

Landsat satellite imagery was used to locate areas of honey myrtle (or fencing bush as it is often referred to in 

Western Australia), Melaleuca uncinata, of which Rhizanthella gardneri appeared to be associated . By winter 

1982, about 250 specimens had been found by teams of searchers including members of the Native Orchid Study 

and Conservation Group of Western Australia. 

 

3) How Do We Locate Underground Orchids Here in South Australia?  

I suggest that we publish this story in Country Newspapers and Ecological/Environmental magazines to motivate 

interested searchers. 

 

- We (N.O.S.S.A.) train them in where to look, what to look for, and how to search without harming the orchid if 

it exists. - We offer an incentive. 

 

The steps in the search might be:  

-obtain satellite photos of South Australia to pinpoint stands of Melaleuca uncinata,  

-select prime sites, arrange access with owners, and organise search teams, - search for Rhizoctonia, the 

fungus on the roots of the Melaleuca uncinata. It also grows on young Eucalypts. A microscope is 

needed to see the fungal threads,  

-verify that the fungus is the correct one by culturing under laboratory conditions,  

-search for orchid flower bracts, on hands and knees in May/June/July/August. (I feel that May would be 

too dry in South Australia most years) 

 

4) The Reward  

I am prepared to chip in $50 to start a reward fund to be administered by N.O.S.S.A. I have suggested some rules 

to the Committee. Is anyone else prepared to donate? 

 

5) the Mystery Report  

Underground Orchids have been grown in South Australia under laboratory conditions by Dr. Jack Warcup using 

seed sent from Western Australia after the 1982 discoveries. Two of these plants were exhibited at the N.O.S.S.A. 

stand in the Orchid Club of South Australia (OCSA) display at the Royal Show in about 1984/85. After that 

Show, a third hand report reached the N.O.S.S.A. Committee that a farmer from the 
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South East had reported that he had dug up a similar plant on his property . I tried to find out who the farmer was 

or where he came from but drew a blank on both questions. I have wondered ever since if that farmer had found 

an Underground Orchid, who he was, and where he came from. Did he come from the Coorong which is the most 

likely place? Could the Mallee or York or Eyre Peninsulas be hiding this shyest of Australia's orchids under a 

thicket of bush. 

 

Or is there a different Underground Orchid hiding in the higher rainfall areas where Dipodium punctata is found? 

A search of places like the Mount Lofty Ranges in hard, stony ground during late Spring may well turn up 

something. 

 

Will this mystery ever be solved? 

 

Editor's Notes: Finding the proverbial needle in a haystack is an easy chore in comparison to finding the 

Underground Orchid, even in areas where the Orchid is known to exist. Nevertheless, I believe we should be able 

to locate it here. Perhaps our first objective should be to try and locate the farmer who attended the Royal Show in 

1984/85, through articles in Newspapers and Journals and perhaps radio and television coverage. 

 

Judy and I will match Les's $50 contribution. 

 

We would appreciate a Journal article on Rhizanthella slateri - the New South Wales / Queensland Underground 

Orchid 

 

 

 

N.O.S.S.A. OPEN DAY Visit to Faye and Malcolm Maxwell's Home  by Graham Burford 

 

Again a good turn out for this visit with twenty three members and friends attending, and it was pleasing to see 

some of our newest members there. 

 

We thanked Faye and Malcolm for making their home available, while we were all together as a group and then 

discussed the plants brought in by members. This segment is an extension of the monthly meeting help table. Roy 

Hargreaves had a made up sample of his Dynamic Lifter fertiliser as discussed last visit and John Peace asked for 

comment and advice on a plant of Dendrobium ruppianum that was steadily going backwards. Comment was that 

this plant which is found in the north of Australia is one which many growers have difficulty with. D. ruppianum 

does not get as much winter rain in its natural habitat as our winters provide and combined with our cold can often 

lead to its downfall. Suggested to keep it on the drier side during winter, find as warm a place as possible and 

ensure that the mix is open and free draining. 

 

Don Wells brought a pot of suspect Terrestrials that were typical of plants infected by virus with a yellowing of 

the leaves right through. However, Don was quick to point out that the pot at this stage was only being isolated 

from other plants for observation as other causes such as attack by red spider mite or over use of fertiliser can 

have the same effect. A close inspection of the underside of the leaves with a magnifying glass can verify red 

spider. 

 

Another plant for discussion was a Dendrobium x delicatum which had canes growing out horizontally from right 

around the plant. This was shown as an example of the rarity of growth habits of plants from short thick canes on 

compact plants to spreading plants as in this example. It was suggested that this plant would be best repotted into 

a hanging basket for best effect rather than as a benched pot plant. 

 

Some terrestrials were made available to members, namely Pterostylis pedunculata, Pterostylis nana, and 

Pterostylis curta (Flinders Range variety), which is slightly different from the Adelaide Hills Pt. curta and has a 

different flowering time. 

 

Malcolm gave us a summary of his interest in orchids and small groups rotated between the shade house, glass 

house, and afternoon tea table. "Open Day Visits" are a great social occasion as well as a learning experience for 

members new and old and many members use the day to swap garden bits and pieces and orchids as well.  
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TUBERBANK REPORT 1992-1993. 

 

This years tuberbank has been completed with the last tubers posted 25-1-93. There was an exceptional demand 

for tubers and as a consequence some 'lots' only contained one tuber. A total of 40 orders were made up 

containing 471 lots of tubers. Most orders were fulfilled with first choices, however, some relied upon substitutes 

to make up orders and only one order was unable to be fulfilled. I trust that all members were satisfied with their 

orders. The tuberbank was successful with a total of $398.45 being paid into NOSSA funds. 

 

This year I have increased the contents of the tuberbank report to included the statistics for the last four years 

(Table 1). This table shows that the number of orders received and requests for 'lots' have not changed 

considerably in the last four years, however, the cost of postage has almost tripled. Table 2 was included to show 

the number and size of orders received from each state. It also gives an indication of the distribution of our 

members growing terrestrials. Many tubers are distributed each year and I often wonder how these terrestrials are 

growing. Mrs O'Neill's tubers were successful and although she received only one tuber of Cyrtostylis robusta, it 

flowered. The photograph will be available at the next meeting if any members wish to see it. 

 

I would sincerely like to thank the members who donate tubers each year, those who donated tubers for the first 

time and those who purchase them. Thanks also to those members who donate slide-boxes for tuber distribution as 

this is an essential part of the tuberbank. The tables below do not show the source of donated tubers, but I am 

hoping to include this in next years report. It will be an eye-opener, of the few members who contribute by 

donating tubers many of those who regularly donate many are from interstate or country areas. 

 

I appreciate the support given to me by members in the past and I look forward to your support for this year's 

tuberbank through the donation of slide-boxes and tubers during the coming year. If December and early January 

is a inconvenient time of the year for you to donate tubers, please consider donating spare pots of tubers to the 

tuberbank as these will be grown on for the tuberbank. 

 

 

 

TUBERBANK STATISTICS 

 

Table 1. Summary of the last four years tuberbanks. 

 

Year  # of orders.  Lots supplied  Postage cost  Funds to Nossa  

1989-90  49 439 $26.50 $412.50 

1990-91  44 425 $37.10 $387.90 

1991-92  40 487 $66.60 $420.40 

1992-93 40 471 $72.55 $398.45 
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Table 2. Summary of the number of orders received and the number of lots posted on a state by state basis, 

 # of Orders # Lots Posted 

STATE 1989 1990 1991 1992 1989 1990 1991 1992 

S.A. 29 28 28 27 297 305 362 320 

Vic. 6 8 6 7 46 70 61 95 

N.S.W. 10 6 6 5 59 35 64 46 

W.A. 2 1 - 1 30 4 - 10 

Qld. 1 1 - - 2 5 - - 

Tas. 1 - - - 5 - - - 

Totals 49 44 40 40 439 425 487 471 

 

 

My new address and phone number are :  

Philip Matthews  

1 Jet Road Highbury, 5089  

Phone (08) 2632423 

 

 

 

BOTANISTS OF THE ORCHIDS #15 Oswald Sargent (1880-1952)  by Bob Bates 

 

Sargent was born in England and migrated to Western Australia with his family in December 1886. Like his 

father he became a Chemist and set up a pharmacy at York, east of Perth. He was very well-read and studied 

German so he could read the original German botanical works. He studied at Perth University and was influenced 

by the Botanist Alex. Purdie. He joined the Western Australian Field Naturalists and was President from 1928-

1932. Orchids were Sargent's main interest and he published extensively in the J. West. Aust. Natural History and 

J. Botany (London) and in newspapers on such topics as Orchid Pollination (he was a forerunner in this field). He 

accumulated a large herbarium of plants collected in the York area (an area now mostly cleared) and this valuable 

herbarium was donated to the Western Australian Herbarium. Orchids named after him include: Pterostylis 

sargentii and Thelymitra sargentii. 

 

 

 

NATURALLY OCCURRING ORCHIDS IN SUBURBAN GARDENS  by Bob Bates  

 

We moved into our house in Bretiley Crescent, Fairview Park in April 1992. The garden consisted of fruit trees at 

the back and a mix of exotics and native shrubs at the front with a 10 metre x 10 metre unkempt lawn. I gave no 

thought whatsoever to the possibility of native orchids occurring there so one could imagine my surprise that 

August when cutting the lower branches off an untidy Douglas Fir, to find a large colony of Pterostylis 

pedunculata in bloom. I was almost embarrassed to think I had not spotted the plants sooner. But there was to be 

more. In May of this year I was about to rake the leaves off the lawn when I noted what I first mistook for a patch 

of "Tom Thumb" (Dichondra repens), closer observation showed instead that the leaves were Pterostylis, about 

50 of them, and further searching revealed other smaller clumps throughout the lawn. For such large colonies of 

an orchid to occur they must have been there for many years, perhaps part of the natural flora on the block before 

the house was built some 20+ years ago. I do wonder now how many other suburban homes have orchids 

occurring naturally (I have since found three other Fairview Park gardens with wild orchids (Pterostylis 

pedunculata, Pterostylis nana and Microtis arenaria). 

 

PS. It would be great to hear from others who have found wild orchids in their garden - lets hope Monadenia is 

not among them. 

 

SPRING SHOW UPDATE 

 

The Committee is working hard to make this year's Spring Show our best show yet. Innovation is the key and 

going hand in hand with innovation is PRIDE!! We want this year's show to be both breath-taking and educational 

- in short spectacular. We will have considerable more room to exhibit this year and we will be getting a lot more 

publicity than in previous years.  
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I have heard that Wally Walloscheck and Kevin Western are already putting together a highly innovative display. 

They won't tell me what they have in mind but knowing the two individuals involved, it will be hard to out-do 

them. There is a challenge to all Members in those words! In addition to the normal, personal displays (the highly 

innovative ones mentioned above) Bill Dear, our Show Marshall, Director, Workhorse cum genius, is hoping to 

put together a large, feature display of the orchids of the Adelaide Hills. The display will be presented on the stage 

so it will be more or less at shoulder height for the viewer (almost like getting down on one's hands and knees). A 

life like mural, to be prepared by some of the artists in our Society, will form a backdrop and native trees and 

shrubs, ferns, ground litter and perhaps insect, marsupial and reptile specimens might add to the diorama impact. 

The idea is to show our visitors the variety of orchids which can be seen in the Adelaide area and to present these 

orchids in as natural a bushland setting as possible. Bill is seeking suitable orchid specimens and other plants for 

this display and people with artistic talents are encouraged to assist with the mural and with the setting up of the 

display. 

 

There will also be a special and separate display this year, of orchids which will be flowering for the first time. 

Some of these first flowering plants can be truly spectacular and indeed, Bruce Mules was awarded an Ira Butler 

Trophy last year for a plant which had flowered for the first time. 

 

Anyone with any ideas regarding special displays, poster ideas etc should see or contact Bill or your Editor 

 

I also know that Don Wells is hand crafting a trophy for the best epiphyte species exhibited at the Spring Show. 

1n addition to a perpetual trophy, there will be smaller trophies which can be kept by the recipients. 

 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION  

 

Entries for this year's Photographic Competition must be submitted to Bill Dear or another Committee Member by 

the July General Meeting. Awarded entries will be announced at the August meeting and all entries will be shown 

at that time. There will be only three categories this year:  

1) 35 mm Slides of native orchid species -whole plant or close-up  

2) Photographic prints of native orchid species - whole plant or close-up  

3) Orchids with pollinator - either slide or print  

Interstate Members are encouraged to participate. Slides will be shown and prints displayed (assuming entrant 

permission given of course) at our Spring Show in September. Slides or prints which have already won awards at 

previous N.O.S.S.A. competitions are not to be submitted. Lets all participate to make the photo display one of 

significance and a highlight of this years Spring Show. 

 

 

 

TERRESTRIAL ORCHID CULTIVATION  by Les Burgess 

 

This month should see all of your terrestrial orchids up, including Pterostylis cucullata and its hybrids. If some of 

the pots haven't come up, don't discard them without checking to see if the tubers are still there as I have had pots 

that have not shown a new growth but have made a new tuber - don't ask me how - ask Mother Nature!! I have 

found that these tubers will come up the following year. 

 

If you have snail pellets on the top of your pots, check to see if they have gone mouldy as I have found this does 

affect the return of tubers for the year. Snails and slugs are a real menace at this time of year as they seem to 

prefer terrestrial orchids to anything else. 

 

Another problem not often encountered is mice. Mice have a habit of chewing Diuris and other terrestrial orchid 

flower spikes level with the ground - and they love them! 

 

I usually go out at night to check the plants and remove slugs and snails as I am not partial to using sprays at all. 

Sprays tend to kill off the good wogs as well as the bad and the bad ones seem to be the more immune of the two 

to sprays. 

 

Its now just a matter of sitting back and watching your terrestrial orchids grow as all your brown pots of dirt will 

now have green growths all over them. 


