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OCTOBER MEETING  

Tuesday, 26 October, 1993, 8.00 pm; at St Matthews Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. Doors to the Hall will be 

open at 7.15 pm for those wishing to borrow from the Library or purchase from/sell through the trading table, to 

look at the orchids being benched or perhaps to just socialise. Reg Shooter will talk about the International Orchid 

Conference held in Glasgow earlier this year and Collette Makin and Les Nesbitt will tell us all about the 

Australasian Orchid Conference held in Toowoomba last month. We will also get Rosalie to show us the slides of 

Sarcochilus we couldn't see in August due to a very rude projector. 

 

 N.O.S.S.A. OPEN DAY  

To be held at the home of Rosalie Moore, 12 Kenna Court, Reynella, on Sunday, 31st October at 2.00 pm. All 

Members are very welcome to attend. 

 

 COMMITTEE MEETING  

To be held at the home of Thelma O'Neil, 19 Parana Street, Flinders Park (ph 436 535) on Friday 29th October at 

7.30 pm. 

 

 DIARY DATES  

November 23: Terrestrial Orchid Culture - potting up demonstration at 7.30 pm (prior to meeting)  

November 23 Annual Auction and Christmas Break-up Supper  

November 28: Christmas Barbecue  

December 5: Field Trip to Kuitpo -Caleana major special and Monadenia weeding - details next Journal  

March 22, 1994: Annual General Meeting 
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 NEW MEMBERS  

The Native Orchid Society of South Australia take great pleasure in welcoming Ms C. West and F. Lush from 

McLaren Vale and Mr. W. Simpson of Hill End Victoria, as new Members. Welcome to N.O.S.S.A. 

 

 Guests: N.O.S.S.A. was honoured to have Mr. Paul Hallum, Secretary of the South Coast Orchid Club and Mr. 

Neil Nicholson, a Member currently living in Queensland, as guests for the September Meeting. 
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SEPTEMBER MEETING 

 

Plants Benched - Terrestrials:  

Caladenia carnea, Caladenia aff. patersonii, Caladenia tentaculata, Caladenia sp., Caladenia Harlequin, 

Chiloglottis gunii, Chiloglottis trapeziformis, Cyrtostylis reniformis, Diuris lanceolata, Diuris punctata 'Old Vic', 

Diuris sulphurea, Pterostylis biseta, Pterostylis curta, Pterostylis x ingen,. Pterostylis pedunculata, Pterostylis 

Cutie, Diuris Pioneer. 

 

Plants Benched - Epiphytes:  

Cymbidium canaliculatum, Dendrobium agrostophyllum, Dendrobium Bardo Rose, Dendrobium beckleri, 

Dendrobium x delicatum, Dendrobium x delicatum Apple Blossom, Dendrobium x delicatum Just Pink, 

Dendrobium x delicatum Red No 2, Dendrobium x delicatum Shimmer, Dendrobium x delicatum x Dend. 

kingianum, Dendrobium Ellen Schmidts, Dendrobium Eureka, Dendrobium Eureka x Dend. Kingrose, 

Dendrobium gracilicaule, Dendrobium Gracious Cascade, Dendrobium jonesii, Dendrobium kingianum, 

Dendrobium kingianum Advance, Dendrobium kingianum Durigog, Dendrobium kingianum Inferno, Dendrobium 

kingianum Red Rose, Dendrobium kingianum var. silcockii, Dendrobium kingianum Tungsteads Pink, 

Dendrobium kingianum BR x WL x Lipstick x WR, Dendrobium monophyllum, Dendrobium mortii, Dendrobium 

Rosella Blush, Dendrobium silcockii, Dendrobium speciosum var. pedunculatum, Dendrobium speciosum Rex, 

Dendrobium speciosum x Dend. fleckeri, x Dend. kingianum x Dend. ruppianum, Dendrobium striolatum x Dend. 

tenuissimum, Dendrobium tetragonum, Dendrobium Telekon x Dend. kingianum, Dendrobium toressae, 

Dendrobium Warren x Dend. Corrigans Red, Dendrobium Wonga, Sarcochilus hartmannii, Sarcochilus 

hartmannii Hunter, Sarcochilus hartmannii Lois, Sarcochilus hartmannii Red Centre x Sarc. The Globe, 

Sarcochilus Pinkhart, Sarcochilus Pinkhart Freckles, Sarcochilus Verolica. 

 

Bruce Mules provided the plant commentary on the Epiphytes  

Les Burgess provided the plant commentary on the Terrestrials 

 

Due to the proximity (timewise) to the Spring Show and the large number of plants benched, and in order to fit in 

two presentations by our guest speakers for the evening, we did not hold our popular vote. 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS:  

Mr. Nic Marinos and his wife Helen presented a 45 minute talk on the Alpine Krummholz and Tundra plants 

found in the 'Colorado' Rockies of western North America. The talk was fully illustrated with truly magnificent 

slides of the Range and the flora of its highest reaches. Given harsh temperature and weather conditions and 

extremely rocky terrains with almost no soil or humus, a plant must be highly specialised in order to germinate 

and prevail. The flowers are small and humble. They grow very slowly. A typical Cushion Plant seedling puts out 

only two leaves per year and achieves a total growth of less than a centimetre in its first 10 years.. Summer 

growing periods are very short and plants must deal with extreme cold, winds in excess of 100 mph, unstable soils 

and too much or too little rain. Plants can survive only in the lee of protecting rocks. "A delicate ecosystem - the 

Alpine Tundra - Use it Lightly". 

 

Nick and Helen concluded the evening by taking us to Mount Kosciusko through the use of two slide projectors 

with fade-in facilities, and very relaxing and appropriate accompanying music. The projectors and slide advance 

were controlled through the Audio system. As with the opening presentation, the photography was superb and the 

effect was breath taking. 

 

Thank you Nic and Helen for a most enjoyable and magic evening. Will any of us ever forget the slide of the 

flowers of the snow buttercups peering through a blanket of ice? 

 

Nic, prior to his retirement a few years ago, was a lecturer in Botany at Flinders University. He and his family 

have spent considerable time walking the alpine regions of the world and studying the flora of the Krummholz 

and tundra levels. 
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 SPECIES: SUBSPECIES: SIBLING SPECIES: CRYPTIC SPECIES & MICRO SPECIES   by Bab Bates 

 

 I am often asked to explain these terms and of course there are no hard and fast definitions for any of them. The 

fact that so many similar terms exist at all is an indication that Nature doesn't follow hard and fast rules! As much 

as taxonomists would like all organisms to fit neatly into a species concept, it just doesn't happen that way! 

 

 SPECIES: (the term is both singular and plural)  

Basically the term "species" is applied to any group of genetically isolated organisms sharing the same gene pool. 

Individuals within a species all look similar and breed freely with each other. They do not normally interbreed 

with members of other species: it's not that they can't, its just that they don't under normal circumstances due to a 

combination of any of the following:- 

1) geographical isolation;  

2) different flowering times;  

3) different pollinators;  

4) sexual incompatibility (due to mechanical, chemical or genetic barriers). The orchid breeder of course finds 

ways to overcome most of these barriers and can cross very different species. 

 

 SUBSPECIES: (sub meaning "less than" or "below the level" of species)  

Subspecies are not well isolated genetically. They are usually geographically isolated, but where their distribution 

overlaps they probably interbreed quite freely. At opposite ends of their range they may look very different, but 

usually it is difficult to tell subspecies apart. Hopper and Brown in a recent book Orchids of South-West 

Australia, have taken the large white Spider Orchid Caladenia longicauda and divided it into 12 subspecies, all 

looking similar but all to some degree isolated from each other geographically, by habitat preferences or 

flowering times. They probably all have the same pollinator or at least share some of a suite of pollinators. 

 

 Most taxonomists these days are not keen to use any classification below the level of species and other than 

subspecies. The terms "form" or "variety" indicate that there is no genetic isolation at all. An albino form or 

"hairy leaf" variety for example may have amongst its progeny coloured or smooth leaf forms. 

 

 SIBLING SPECIES: (sister species)  

This term is used for species which are very difficult to tell apart but which are nevertheless, well isolated 

genetically even when they occur together. Most likely they have very specific pollinators or are incompatible 

genetically. Examples are the red and green Comp Spider Orchids:- Caladenia tensa, C. verrucosa and C. stricta 

are all orchids of the same shape and colouring. They all occur together in Monarto Conservation Park in about 

equal numbers, flowering at the same time, but hybrids are unknown because each has its own specific pollinator. 

Some of the Thelymitras are termed sister species also. Thelymitra nuda, T. pauciflora, T. holmesii and T. mucida 

are all blue flowered species with similar column structure. They commonly occur together and tend to attract the 

same pollinators, but for some reason interbreeding is almost unknown yet all of them freely cross with the quite 

different T. ixioides. 

 

 CRYPTIC SPECIES: (cryptic meaning hidden)  

These are the really difficult ones to work out. Once again they are difficult to tell apart, so difficult in fact that 

most of them have probably not yet been recognised. The concept is that it is of benefit for a rare species to 

closely resemble a very common one so sometimes a quite distinct species will actually "evolve" to look like 

some common one. This has given rise to all sorts of mimicry; well recognised in the insect world (ie. Batesian 

mimicry) so that a harmless and tasty moth will look like a poisonous wasp. The mimic is always less common 

than what it mimics otherwise the guise cannot work! Recently in the genus Chiloglottis baiting with wasp 

pollinators has shown that some so called forms of Chiloglottis reflexa are genetically isolated through having 

different pollinators. These cryptic species are likely to be named one day. The same is true of the major group of 

Pterostylis in South Australia. There are some very common species like Pterostylis biseta, but amongst them one 

finds odd plants which have the two setae like biseta but look different in other ways. These rover plants may be 

cryptic species. 

 

 MICRO SPECIES:  

Some orchids are apomictic ie. they produce seed by asexual means so that all their programs are identical. This 

happens in the Prasophyllum fitzgeraldii complex. But over the years through mutation or chance crossing with 

other species a new apomictic form will arise. It looks different from the other P. fitzgeraldii and is genetically 

isolated through its apomixy. There are now dozens of different P. fitzgeraldii micro species. There is no real 

value in naming them all. Micro species usually differ in only a single gene after all.
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HYBRIDS:  

Many taxonomists believe it unnecessary to name hybrids (at least natural ones) especially if they are not put into 

cultivation. There are now about 200 recorded Caladenia hybrids. Imagine there being a name to learn for each. 

Steve Hopper and Andrew Brown in Western Australia have come up with a novel way of dealing with the 

problem. As you and I know most hybrids look similar. Any long segmented white spider orchid crossed with C. 

latifolia, for example, would give a similar result. It would not be possible to recognise from the hybrid what both 

its parents were, so why not given any cross between C. latifolia and any one of 30 white spider orchids the same 

name. This is what Hopper and Brown have done. They have awarded "blanket hybrid" names to cover a 

multitude of sins. 

 

 I think taxonomy is a fascinating subject. Perhaps if people were not afraid of the subject they would find it quite 

entertaining. 

 

 

 N.O.S.S.A. OPEN DAY - Visit to Jill and Reg Shooter's  by Graham Burford 

 About eighteen members met at Jill and Reg's place with the roar of the crowd for the Crows at Football Park 

seeming just a stone's throw away. We welcomed Ken Sutton, a N.O.S.S.A. member from Murray Bridge. Ken 

was in Adelaide and took the opportunity to put a face to some of the names that he reads in the Journal. 

 

 It is interesting to put the question to our hosts - "And how did you get into Orchid growing?" Reg always was a 

keen gardener and his earlier interest was in the growing of Dahlias and Chrysanthemums. While out driving one 

weekend he saw a sign inviting people to an Orchid repotting demonstration and he came away with a selection 

Cymbidium back-bulbs. At that stage Reg thought that 'Cyms' were the only types of orchids that there were. 

However he bought books, was amazed at the range, and decided to join the newly formed N.O.S.S.A. Society. 

 

 Reg provided a flowering Dendrobium x delicatum as prize for a raffle at our meeting and I was the lucky ticket 

holder. Collette Makin brought a selection of first flowering Dendrobium x seedlings and some showed real 

promise. Reg had some really lovely plants flowering and some that took my eye were Dendrobium 

Warrnambool, heavily red spotted yellow flowered and of Dendrobium tetragonum shape, Dendrobium Jamie 

Upton (Dend. Golden Fleck x Dend. tetragonum) and Dendrobium Kingrose. 

 

 I brought a flowering plant of Dendrobium "Wonga" as a plant for discussion. I had bought the plant as a 

seedling hoping for a flowering different than the pink and white shades that were predominant in my collection, 

and had seen various Wongas flowering yellow. The disappointment was that my Wonga was almost pure white, 

really just like many of my Dendrobium x delicatum. I might add that Reg had two plants in flower and both were 

yellow. Reg explained with the aid of the book on hybrids that the parents used in the crossings can be very 

variable, particularly the Dendrobium kingianum and this plant is also very dominant in the resulting cross. I was 

reminded of the phrase from the nurseries making the crossings when they say "Expect" from these crossings. 

 

 Years ago Reg was also a Terrestrial grower but found that he could not do justice to both Terrestrial and 

Epiphytes and now only grows Epiphytes. He houses his Epiphytes with other exotic orchids in a house of shade 

cloth sides and with a fibreglass roof. Again the question of fertiliser arose. Reg follows the theory that in the wild 

our orchids receive very little fertiliser and he would only fertilise two or three times a year. As an experiment he 

placed two plants alongside each other of similar size, and treated each plant the same except that one received 

fertiliser and one didn't, and he claims that many people waste a lot of money unnecessarily on fertiliser. 

 

 Reg made it clear that no one should change from what they are doing if they are having good results, and in the 

end I recalled a remark from one of our experienced growers, Don Wells, whose philosophy is "lf it ain't broke 

don't fix it". Following this visit I thought of some of our Open Day Visits and of the variety of growing methods 

that members use, and in particular the use (and non-use) of fertiliser and recall some of them. 

 

 Adelaide Orchids  Peters Fertiliser (3 types)  

Geoff Edwards  Dressing of blood and bone when he thinks of it.  

Margaret Fuller  Bird droppings (its all they get in nature and she has birds at home).  

Les Burgess  Orchard and Garden fertiliser - again only applied twice a year.  

Kevin Western  Achieves good results with Dynamic Lifter.  

Don Wells  Makes a brew from soaking cow manure to the strength of weak tea.  
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Many other growers will vary between thrive, fish emulsion, aqua sol and slow release pellets. 

 

We looked through the glasshouse, both heated and cold, both with dug out walkways below ground level and 

with the roar of the crowd from Football Park, enjoyed afternoon tea. This has been our second visit to Jill and 

Reg's in our three years and we thank them for their hospitality. 

 

 SPRING SHOW 1993 

Our 1993 Spring Show, held at the Mitcham Girls High School on the September 19th and 20th weekend, was a 

tremendous success and one we should all be proud of. Our attendance for the two days was 429 which is good 

when one considers that we had to contend with the Adelaide Crows/Bomber AFL Finals clash on the Saturday 

and the Eagle/Tigers SAFNL Finals clash on the Sunday. In addition, Sunday's weather was probably Adelaide's 

worst for the year with gale force winds, thunder and lightning and abundant rainfall. There were also at least 

three other orchid shows being held in the Adelaide area on the same weekend as our Show. 

 

As Reg Shooter, our Registrar of Judges commented, this year's showing of epiphyte orchids has to be one of our 

very best yet, if not our best, both in the number of plants exhibited and in their overall quality. Certainly, the 

season made some contribution, but the real credit must be given to our growers. They have become intimate with 

the growing needs of their plants and would compete very favourably on a National level. The very high quality 

results achieved by our growers made it very difficult for the judges to make their final decisions, but there were 

some very outstanding plants. 

 

While the epiphytes were spectacular in their abundance, there was a poor (relatively speaking) showing of 

terrestrial orchids this year. A couple of our terrestrial growers were unable to put in a display and that certainly 

didn't help, but perhaps most of the "blame" could be placed on the weather. A very warm August advanced many 

terrestrial species while a relatively cold September retarded others. Many of the orchid species which would 

normally be on display had finished several weeks before the show while others hadn't yet come into flower. 

Nevertheless, there were a large number of species on display and many of these were very well grown. Jan 

Burford's pot of Leptoceras menziesii proved to be the Champion Orchid of the Show. I encourage all members, 

to consider building up a larger collection of terrestrial orchids. 

 

Our stage display drew very positive comment from many visitors. The display featured orchids and other plants 

common to the Mount Lofty Ranges, in a natural setting of rocks, bark, leaf litter, logs, etc. The back drop, 

painted by Thelma O'Neil, was superb to say the least. Music of the 'Bird Symphony' added a tranquil touch to the 

display. Next year we will require more non orchid native plants in the order of 1-2 metres in height and more 

brightly coloured orchids such as Caladenia and Diuris sp. 

 

The best Floor Display was prepared by Bubs and Don Wells, not the first time they have received this award. 

The display was one of texture as well as colour and included grass trees, ferns, moss, and yes, wooden 

mushrooms, as well as a very beautiful mixture of epiphyte and terrestrial orchids. It was a display admired by all 

in attendance. 

 

The award for the best Table Top Display was given to the "duo" of Wally Walloscheck and Kevin Western. The 

display stand itself, essentially a large "nine" and equally large "six" in configuration was conceived, designed 

and built by Wally and Kevin. The stand can be readily adapted to either a corner or "along a wall" position and 

can even be wrapped around a post - highly ingenious! The display itself featured both terrestrials and epiphytes, 

several of which were awarded. 

 

The Conservation Stall was attended by talented artist Kate Hosking, who had copies of her Limited Edition Print 

"The Understorey of Scott Creek Conservation Park" available for purchase. The Conservation Booth is a very 

important aspect of our Show each year. 

 

The Trading Table, expertly managed by John and Joan Place and several very efficient helpers sold $ 3593.50 

worth of plants over the two days. There were a large number of very high quality plants available at very 

reasonable prices. Many thanks to those who brought them in. There was, as usual, a very determined desire by 

Show visitors to purchase terrestrial species. 

 

Two cultural certificates were awarded this year: Jan Burford's Champion of the Show Leptoceras menziesii 

(banana skin exposure), mentioned above, and Noel Oliver's large Dendrobium linguiforme. One couldn't see the 

leaves or mount due to the profusion of flowers - both plants were truly spectacular and a credit to N.O.S.S.A. 
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Many thanks to the Organising Committee for all of their hard work. There were too many to name but particular 

thanks must be given to Bill Dear, our Show Marshall and to Roy Hargreaves who was there for the duration. 

Thank you also to those who remained behind on Sunday after the Show to clean up. 

 

 Special thankyou's to all of those Members who exhibited plants at the show. Many members such as Bruce 

Mules (Port Pirie) and Les McHugh (Millicent) travelled large distances to participate in the Show. The 

contributions from all Members is highly appreciated. 

 

 Congratulations to those who received awards for their plants and displays. It was a massive team effort and the 

result was terrific. 

 

 Raffle Prize Winners  

1st: C. Wright, Aberfoyle Park Cymbidium madidum  

2nd: M. Erskine, Dendrobium x delicatum Apple Blossum  

3rd: O. and M. Fuller, Linden Park Dendrobium x delicatum 

 

 Many thanks to John Lamb and Producer Karen James of ABC Radio Station 5AN who invited Gerry Carne to 

be a guest on John's Saturday Morning Talk-Back Gardening Show. The exposure given to us certainly 

contributed to the Shows success. Also to be thanked are Malcolm Campbell, Keith Martyn and Michael Keelan, 

the Advertiser Newspaper and several other radio stations who helped to promote our Show. 

 

 

NATIVE ORCHID SOCIETY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA SPRING SHOW 1992 PRIZES AWARDED 

 

CHAMPION NATIVE ORCHID OF THE SHOW 

Leptoceras menziesii grown by Jan Burford 

 

THE ROY HARGREAVES TROPHY 

Champion Terrestrial Species (from classes 1-5, 8 & 9) 

Leptoceras menziesii grown by Jan Burford 

 

THE KAY NESBITT TROPHY ChampionTerrestrial Hybrid (from classes 10-13, 17 & 18) 

Diuris Pioneer grown by Ron Robjohns 

 

CHAMPION EPIPHYTIC SPECIES ( from classes 6, 7, 8 & 9) 

Dendrobum speciosum 'Kariba' grown by Bruce Mules 

 

CHAMPION EPIPHYTIC HYBRID ((from classes 14-18) 

Dendrobium Kim grown by Bruce Mules 

 

IRA BUTLER AWARD (best hybrid) 

Dendrobium Kim grown by Bruce Mules 

 

BEST FLOOR DISPLAY 

Don and Bubs Wells 

 

BEST TABLE TOP DISPLAY 

Wally Walloscheck and Kevin Western 

 

 

 CLASS WINNERS 

 

 CLASS  ORCHID  GROWER  

1 Caladenia or Glossodia Species  

 1st Caladenia patersonii  L. McHugh  

 2nd Caladenia argocalla  R. Bates 
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 2 Diuris Species  

 1st Diuris alba  D. & B. Wells  

 2nd Diuris aurea  G. & J. Burford  

3 Pterostylis Species  

 1st Pterostylis cycnocephala  H. Beyrle  

 2nd Pterostylis pedunculata  M. & O. Fuller  

4 Acianthus, Cyrtostylis or Chiloglottis Species  

 1st Cyrtostylis reniformis  R. Hargreaves  

 2nd Chiloglottis truncata  R. Bates  

5 Terrestrial Species Other Than Classes 1-4  

 1st Leptoceras menziesii  J. Burford  

 2nd Prasophyllum pallidum  H. Beyrle  

6 Pterostylis Hybrid  

 1st Pterostylis curta x Pt. pedunculata  R. Bates  

 2nd Pterostylis x ingens  R. Bates  

7 Terrestrial Hybrid Other Than Class 6  

 1st Diuris Pioneer  R. Robjohns  

 2nd Caladenia latifolia x C. flava 'Harlequin'  R. Bates 

 8 Specimen Terrestrial - Species or Hybrid  

 1st Leptoceras menziesii  J. Burford  

 2nd Caladenia latifolia x C. flava 'Harlequin'  R. Bates  

9 Seedling Terrestrial No Entries  

10 Dendrobium kingianum 

 1st Dendrobium kingianum ' Lipstick'  B. Mules  

 2nd Dendrobium kingianum 'Cherries'  B. Mules  

11 Dendrobium speciosum  

 1st Dendrobium speciosum 'Kariba'  B. Mules  

 2nd Dendrobium speciosum 'Ingham'  R. Herraman  

12 Dendrobium Species Other Than Classes 10 or 11  

 1st Dendrobium striolatum  K. Western  

 2nd Dendrobium falcorostrum  N. Cristoph  

13 Epiphytic Species Other Than Dendrobium  

 1st Sarcochilus falcatus  K. Western  

 2nd Sarcochilus hartmannii  R. Robjohns  

14 Epiphytic Hybrid - cream or yellow  

 1st Dendrobium Nerang  B. Mules  

 2nd Dendrobium Nerang  R. Herraman 

15 Epiphytic Hybrid - pink or red  

 1st Dendrobium Kim  B. Mules  

 2nd Dendrobium Barrio Rose 'Scallop Shell' P. Barnes  

16 Epiphytic Hybrid - Any Other Colour Including White  

 1st Dendrobium Kuringai x D. speciosum  R. Herraman  

 2nd Dendrobium Peewee x D. Harold Hirsch  B. Mules  

17 Specimen Epiphyte - Species or Hybrid  

 1st Dendrobium linguiforme  N. Oliver  

 2nd Dendrobium striolatum Coromandel  K. Western  

18 Seedling Epiphyte  

 1st Dendrobium Jornbok x D. kingianum  B. Mules  

 2nd Dendrobium Mem Lloyd Bradford  B. Mules 

 

 Many thanks to Reg Shooter, NOSSA's Registrar of Judges, and his highly qualified team, for the very difficult 

task of judging the large number of orchid plants submitted. 

 

 FIELD TRIP REPORT Endangered Species Action Plan: Scott Creek  by Bob Bates 

 About 20 people met at the Almanda Mine, Scott Creek Conservation Park, on the stormy morning of September 

19th. Some of us arrived early and began hand pollinating Caladenia rigida and Caladenia gladiolata at 9 am. 

 

 Rabbit proof fencing was put over plants of C. gladiolata which have in previous years been chewed off by 

rabbits. This job was not completed. (Members of The Friends of Scott Creek promised to complete the task)  
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Caladenia gladiolata is so rare that it was known only from two colonies in the park - the last place in the Mount 

Lofty Ranges it still grows. We were lucky enough to find two new colonies (only about 8 plants in total). This 

was our best success for the day. 

 

 Some of us might assume that because a species occurs in a Conservation Park it is safe. The fallacy of this belief 

hit home to all of us in our search for Caladenia behrii. Three people had seen this species in the park, each in a 

different place, but our searches were to no avail. 

 

 There was not much more luck with Caladenia rigida. Where there had previously been as many as 50 plants we 

found only 3 flowers. This was due to, I believe, smothering of plants by dense regrowth following the 1989 

bushfire. 

 

 The Caladenia gladiolata looked as if it might be on the increase. It grows in patches of bare soil in open 

woodland. Such places are not burnt during fires so there was no dense regrowth. 

 

 C. behrii: Our plan now is to reintroduce C. behrii to the park in a bare area and through careful management, 

build up a colony to viable size. Meanwhile each year a check for isolated plants which may still exist and hand 

pollinate. 

 

 About 11 am a tremendous electrical storm hit and rain pelted down. Most saturated members went home but a 

hardy few searched for the vulnerable Pterostylis cucullata. Amazingly the main colony of this species seemed to 

have disappeared also! How safe are our parks? We don't believe anyone removed the plants as the site was 

known to only 3 people. Perhaps grubs or rodents ate the tubers. Our hope is that seedling plants will build up a 

colony again. One thing is for certain, threatened orchids do require careful management in our parks. A recovery 

team is being set up to deal with the management of all Threatened orchids in the park. 

 

 Two other species were searched for: namely Diuris behrii and D. lanceolata, each known from single colonies. 

Neither species was located. Nevertheless we did spot 20 species of orchids in flower. These are listed in previous 

reports and are not relisted here. 

 

 

 MICE: A THREAT TO NATIVE ORCHIDS  by Bob Bates 

 

 1993 has seen the worst mice plague on record in the wheatbelt of South Australia. The first evidence that mice 

were destroying orchids surfaced on a field trip to Jamestown in June. One of the largest colonies of Pterostylis 

robusta in South Australia occurs in a private reserve near here. A check of the colony showed hundreds of tiny 

holes and no rosettes except for a few severed at ground level. 

 

 In August a search for a clump of a Thelymitra epipactoides x Thelymitra nuda hybrid in the upper South East 

revealed the sad sight of millions of tiny diggings and all that remained of this hybrid (the only plants known) was 

a broken leaf. 

 

 Other trips into the mallee showed that in areas where orchids were once common there are now very few. Of 

course the drought did not help things at all. The dry conditions meant that flowering was less than 20 percent of 

the usual throughout the wheatbelt; the rabbits were hungrier than usual and the sheep were meaner. Altogether 

1993 has been a disaster for our dry land orchid species. 

 

 

 A NEW PTEROSTYLIS AFF. NANA DISCOVERED IN THE ADELAIDE HILLS  by Bob Bates  

It has long been recognised that there are 3 distinct species lumped under the name Pterostylis nana in the 

Adelaide Hills. ie. the very common "Hills nana" with its smooth rounded leaves and hairy stems, the "Mallee 

nana" within its crenulate, pointed leaves, smooth stems and narrow flowers and the "Veined nana" with its 

pointed veined leaves, veined flowers without the inflexed tooth in the sinus of the lateral sepals (which is a 

feature of all other names). 

 

 As part of the N.O.S.S.A. survey of Warren Conservation Park, we looked at a private heritage area adjacent the 

park. On a large rock in shallow soil another species similar to P. nana was found. This had arrow shaped smooth 

leaves, smooth stems and large long sepalled flowers. The same day we went to Warren and searched similar 

habitat there and located the same species. It is likely to be a cryptic species, a copy of "Hills nana" but not 

closely related. It also goes to show that it is still possible to find new species close to Adelaide 
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 Orchids at Belair National Park  by Heinrich Beyrle 

 

 Living close to the National Park has given me the opportunity to make many excursions after work, before 

closure of the Park at sunset. Before moving to Adelaide I had to travel widely to see orchids. Today, I know that 

most orchids of the Adelaide Hills area can be seen at Belair. The areas around the main entrance, the ovals and 

the tennis courts are relatively poor on orchids as most species dislike disturbance of their habitat. Orchids which 

can be seen in these areas are those which can tolerate some disturbances, such as the self-pollinating sun- orchids 

Thelymitra rubra and Thelymitra pauciflora, or the common onion-orchid Microtis unifolia. Occasionally, one 

can find amongst other introduced plants the alien-orchid Monadenia bracteata. 

 

 Leaving these places a few hundred metres behind, however, orchids are plentiful in the Park. Departing from 

Playford Lake north east along Peroomba Creek at about mid September to mid October, one will see thousands 

of donkey orchids Diuris corymbosa. The colony forming plants show quite some variation in colouration, some 

colonies bearing very colourful or even dark flowers and others bearing pale yellowish flowers with brown 

suffusions. One colony is truly outstanding, with large, clear yellow flowers, without any suffusions. The lips are 

yellow and white. Similar plants have not yet been reported before in South Australia but occur in Victoria. The 

colony seems to be growing as two flowering plants in 1992 were standing 50 cm apart and this year, two 

flowering stems are closer together, still well spaced, but with non-flowering plants in between. Diuris behrii, the 

snake-orchid, also occurs along the track, but it is much rarer than Diuris corymbosa and one needs a bit of luck 

to find them. 

 

 Further up on the slope, along Moorowie track, as the soil becomes slightly drier, Diuris corymbosa is even more 

plentiful. This is also the preferred area for the king spider-orchid Caladenia tentaculata, the purple cockatoo 

orchid Glossodia major and Prasophyllum pruinosum, a rare plant, endemic to the Mount Lofty Ranges. In warm, 

sunny places Caladenia tentaculata starts to flower as early as the first week of September and Glossodia major 

only a week later. In other places these orchids flower much later, usually with the flowering peak in October. 

Both orchids can be found anywhere in the Park and are often seen growing together. Even further up, along 

Willa Willa ridge, on cool and shaded south-facing slopes of the higher peaks, Caladenia tentaculata can be 

found in flower until the end of November, giving a flowering period for that orchid of almost three months. The 

last Glossodia major are finished well the end of October. At the flora area along Sheoak Road, Diuris 

corymbosa, Caladenia tentaculata and Glossodia major are also well presented. Caladenia deformis and 

Pterostylis plumosa can be found there and even Caladenia behrii, which is very rare in the Park. However, it is 

the sun-orchids that make this area more than worth a visit. The self pollinating Thelymitra rubra is plentiful by 

the middle of September and growing with them Thelymitra antennifera. There are large colonies of Thelymitra 

nuda, which do not flower before the middle of October. Interestingly, the very similar, but self pollinating, 

Thelymitra pauciflora, seems to be absent in those places where the large and beautiful blue Thelymitra nuda are 

present. There are, however, numerous plants of Thelymitra pauciflora only a few hundred metres away. Here, 

one can find also intermediate plants between Thelymitra nuda and Thelymitra pauciflora. The viscidium of the 

hybrids between Thelymitra nuda and Thelymitra pauciflora is either present or much reduced. Puzzling is the 

fact, that there are no intermediate plants in the close vicinity of Thelymitra nuda. The last orchid of the calendar 

year to flower in the Park is the horned orchid Orthoceras strictum; which flowers in December. 

 

 A very exiting discovery I made at the end of October last year (1992) was a large sun-orchid, about 80 cm high 

with beautiful blue flowers. The flowers were spotted similar to the flowers of the spotted sun-orchid Thelymitra 

ixioides. The plant is obviously of hybrid origin; the parents being Thelymitra ixioides and most probably 

Thelymitra aristata. As none of these parents grow in the area, I could be wrong and one of the parents might be 

Thelymitra nuda, which grows near by. Thelymitra aristata and Thelymitra ixioides do, however, occur together 

many kilometres away on a plateau by the eastern gate of the Park. Here, the plants of Thelymitra ixioides are 

larger than the ones on the Adelaide Plains and they seem to be not self-pollinating, unlike those from the Plains. 

The vegetation on the plateau is very different from the 'Flora' area along Sheoak Road. There are no Diuris 

corymbosa but Diuris maculata is well presented. At the middle of September, the first Caladenia carnea are in 

flower together with Glossodia major and four weeks later, flowers Caladenia leptochila and the beard-orchid 

Calochilus robertsonii. There are also some very large non-flowering colonies of Burnettia nigricans under 

Eucalyptus trees, waiting for a summer burn to induce flowering and on a very dry north-facing slope grows 

Pterostylis plumosa. Orchids occurring here as well as along Sheoak Road are Caladenia  
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tentaculata, Thelymitra pauciflora, Thelymitra rubra, Pterostylis nana, Pterostylis pedunculata and earlier in the 

season, Pterostylis robusta and Pterostylis sanguinea. 

 

 Fortunately, Belair National Park is large enough to harbour many different habitats for a great variety of plants 

and animals. There are many more orchids not mentioned yet: in many places Acianthus pussilus, Caladenia 

latifolia and Corybas diemenicus and even the peculiar green-hood Pterostylis nutans are common and the 

endangered Pterostylis cucullata can be found down on slopes in the vicinity of the gullies. The exotic Dipodium 

punctatum flowers high up along Jubilee Drive at Christmas time. There are large areas which are not often 

visited and some plants may still wait to be appreciated by the wanderer. Certain plants may even flower only in 

odd years, as flower buds are often eaten by animals. I had to realise this only recently as I came along early in 

spring to see the Thelymitra ixioides hybrid. A beautiful brown, hairy, but not yet fat, caterpillar was eating the 

flower bud. Fortunately, the orchid did produce a second smaller plant by vegetative means. This second plant 

was present last year, but only as a single leaf. Now it bears a flower bud and if there is not another caterpillar, it 

will be in flower soon. 

 

 

 TUBER BANK  By Philip Matthews  

Many terrestrial orchid growers throughout Australia rely on the tuber bank for the introduction of new species 

into their collections. It is one way in which Members can participate in the survival and reproduction of different 

orchid species. In any one season different people will have differing success in growing a particular species 

regardless of that grower's past record. For example, climatic conditions may be too wet or dry for the cultivation 

of a particular species in a given year, or circumstances that are beyond the control of the grower may cause the 

loss of a particular species. With numerous people in different areas growing terrestrial orchids, failure by one 

grower does not mean the loss of a species. 

 

 If you are not aware of it, the tuber bank relies on the generosity of terrestrial growers to donate their excess 

tubers at the end of the growing season. In past years, success has been due to the generosity of a small number of 

contributors. I would like to ask Members who are growing terrestrial orchids to work out which species are in 

excess to their needs and consider the donation of tubers to this year's tuber bank. 

 

 At this stage I do not wish to receive donations of tubers, just a list of possible species and/or hybrids and 

approximate numbers. It is not important to have a large quantity of any particular species as many small 

donations added together soon make a respectable quantity. In addition, Members able to donate slide boxes or 

other similar small boxes suitable for packaging and distribution of tubers would be greatly appreciated. 

 

 In order to publish a list of tubers available in December's Journal, could the details of tubers you have available 

be supplied by the November meeting. Details may be sent to; Philip Matthews , 1 Jet Road, Highbury SA 5089 

Telephone (08) 263 2423 

 

 

 TERRESTRIAL ORCHID CULTURE  By Les Burgess  

Something for all growers to keep in mind with the possibility of the mouse plague reaching Adelaide this year is 

at least two bait traps in your orchid house. I prefer to use an old ice cream container, preferably a five litre one 

with a cut out on one side and a tray, with bait inside. This protects the bait from getting wet. Do not say 'it won't 

happen to me' because if they arrive you may discover them too late. They dig up dormant tubers and eat off new 

canes on epiphytes so don't be complacent! The bait I prefer is Salon G which can be purchased at supermarkets 

and is in pellet form. Make sure children, pets and native species can't get at the bait. 

 

 It would also be a good idea to start thinking about the necessary ingredients for repotting instead of leaving it to 

the last minute and then trying to put it all together when it is time to pot- up. 

 

 

 Bill Dear will be ordering a good selection of 'Port Pots' and these should be available for the October Meeting. If 

you are interested in obtaining some of these, see Bill. 

 

 Library Books should be returned by the November Meeting. 

 

 Ingredients of Basic Terrestrial Mix - ANOS Victoria: 2 parts coarse sand, 1 part rich loam, 1 part buzzer chips, 1 

part leaf mould, 1 desert spoonful of each of blood and bone and garden lime or dolomite per 9 litre bucket of 

mix. 


