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APRIL MEETING 

 

Tuesday, 28th March 8.00 pm: at St Matthews Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. Richard Jean-Pierre 

Davies, well known Adelaide botanist and conservationist, will speak about Endangered plants and 

conservation in South Australia. Doors to the hall will be open at 7.15 pm for those wishing to borrow 

books from the library or take in items for the trading table. 
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DIARY DATES 

 

Apr 9 Tooperang Field Trip  

May 5 Annual Dinner at the Walkers Arms Hotel.  

May 21 Belair Conservation Park monitoring & weeding  

May 28 Hardys Scrub Excursion  

Aug 20 Sandy Creek outing.  

Nov 5 Kuitpo Field Trip, Monadenia threat  
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COMMITTEE MEETING  

To beheld at 7.30 pm Friday April 3rd at the home of,  

Ron Robjohns, 71 Edmund Ave, Unley. 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS:  

Margaret Munn  

Dean Fellmann from Toowoomba  

Dianne James of Murray Bridge  

Lindy Zuerner 

 

 

COMING FIELD TRIPS  

Sunday April 9th  

"Autumn orchids of the Southern Sand Plains" Morning walk only.  

Meet Tooperang Hall 10am (Those who are unsure where that is can meet 

our guide at the Meadows Pub at 9.30am).  

Sunday May 28th  

Hardy's and Manning Scrubs. 

 

 

 

ANNUAL DINNER  

 This will be held on Friday May 5th, 7pm.  

At the Walkers Arms Hotel.  

(Not May 12th as published in the last journal).  

Please pay deposits at March meeting.  

Everyone welcome at this traditional social event! 

 

 

 

 

 

HELP WANTED  

Someone to set up the audio equipment at meetings.  

Someone to run the Trading table at meetings.  

See Bill Dear or Gerry Carne. 
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1996 NATIVE ORCHID CONFERENCE SHOW ADELAIDE - BILLETING.  

 

It's now only eighteen months until the big event.  

Are any of our members interested in billeting interstate/country registrants for the four or five nights of the 1996 

ANOS conference and show?  

It's a tremendous chance to show off South Australian hospitality while at the same time making what could 

become long term friendships. And the situation could be reciprocated.  

Please contact Gerry Carne (3327730) for further information if you are interested. 

 

 

 

ON THE BENCH 

 

Terrestrials:  Calanthe triplicata, Pterostylis revoluta. 

 

Epiphytes:  Dendrobium bigibbum var. superbum subvar. compactum, Dendrobium Gloucester Sands, 

Sarcochilus ceciliae and Sarcolabiopsis armitti. (Also Dendrobium adae, Dendrobium aemulum X 

Dendrobium monophyllum, Dendrobium calamiforme, Dendrobium cucumerinum, Dendrobium 

monophyllum, Dendrobium striolatum all without flowers). 

 

Comments: The Calanthe triplicata had six tall flower spikes. Although flowering here in February it is called the 

Christmas Orchid in Queensland because it flowers earlier there, The owner of the pot on display lives in the 

Adelaide Hills and keeps the plant in a glasshouse but in Adelaide it is normally grown in a shadehouse with 

some frost protection. 

 

The Sarcochilus ceciliae was growing in a shallow terra-cotta pot in gravel and had over a hundred delicate pink 

flowers, emphasising the common name of Fairy Bells. It had several fat seed pods indicating it was being 

naturally pollinated. 

 

The Sarcolabiopsis armitii was the first most of us had seen. It is a Queensland species with tiny flowers. 

 

Les Nesbitt gave the commentary on the Terrestrials 

 

Reg Shooter spoke on the Epiphytes. 

 

 

POPULAR VOTE: 

 

Terrestrials: Calanthe triplicata grown by Don Wells, 

 

Epiphytes: Sarcochilus ceciliae grown by Wally Walloscheck, 

 

*!*!*!*!*!*WARNING TO TERRESTRIAL ORCHID GROWERS*!*!*!*!*  

 

Do not grow your terrestrials in Canunda shell medium. A few growers have tried this medium and apparently it 

kills even the hardiest species. In the Canunda area or our Southeast the wild orchids place their tubers in the deep 

leaf litter which overlies the calcareous sand and shell grit and not in the soil itself. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

Nominations for Office:  

President  Bill Dear  

Vice President  Roy Hargreaves  

Secretary  Bev Hawkins  

Treasurer  Ron Robjohns  

Committee  David Hunt  

 Thelma O'Neill  

John Peace and Karen Possingham will enter the second year of their two year terms on the committee. 

 

 

PRESIDENTS REPORT 1994  by BILL DEAR  

It was with great trepidation that I took over as President of this wonderful Society of ours, but with much help 

and encouragement, especially from Gerry, Ron and Roy, the year passed without too many troubles. 

 

This year we continued with our usual high quality of Guest Speakers mainly from within our own ranks. Many 

of our members were also called upon to give talks to outside clubs and societies, which shows the depth of talent 

there is amongst our membership, of which we should be justifiably proud. 

 

The Spring Show was one of our best, with a fantastic display of plants considering the terrible season we had. 

The Adelaide Hills display was once again of great interest to the many visitors. Congratulations to everyone who 

displayed plants and thankyou to everyone who helped set up and run the show. As our 1995 Show will be held in 

the much larger St Peters Town Hall we will all have to put in a bigger effort to put on another spectacular 

display. 

 

The club also put on a very eye catching display at the SGAP Show which created great interest and attracted 

some new members. 

 

A special thankyou to Colette Makin for the tremendous amount of time and effort she put into organising the 

Open Day Group, especially the bus trip to Bruce Mules to see his magnificent collection. Thankyou to everyone 

who willingly opened their homes and shadehouses to show us how they grow and house their orchids etc. These 

are good fun afternoons where we always leave with greater knowledge and enthusiasm, 

 

The Conservation Group continued in the very capable hands of Karen Possingham to monitor three areas in the 

Belair National Park to see how the orchids regenerate after Bone Seed has been cleared. The group also spent 

time weeding at Grange in the area Birgitte Sorensen is studying Pterostylis arenicola. Bob Bates continues to 

survey the orchids of nearly everywhere and helps the appropriate authorities with the best conservation measures 

for each area. 

 

A highlight for some of us was the October long weekend trip to Naracoorte to see the great variety of orchids in 

that part of the state. Well done to Les and Winsome McHugh and their willing band of organisers. 

 

Although there were fewer Field Trips this year they continue to be of great interest and very popular. We 

continue to receive reports from the country areas of possible sightings of Rhizanthella and these will be followed 

up enthusiastically this coming year. 

 

The 1996 ANOS Show and Conference continues to gain momentum with a great deal of time and effort put in by 

a few dedicated members. From now on we all have to stand up and be counted to help out with the running of 

what should be the highlight of our time as members of NOSSA. Congratulations to Gerry Carne and his 

committee for what has been organised so far. 

 

Finally thankyou to the very hard working committee for their untiring effort and support throughout the year. 

Thankyou also to everyone else who helps out at meetings etc to keep the NOSSA the very successful and 

respected club that it is and to Bob Bates and Vanessa Maloney for the high standard of the Journal every month.  
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ETHYLENE GAS AS A FLOWERING STIMULANT IN LEPTOCERAS MENZIESII    by LES NESBITT  

 

 At the February meeting I knocked out a 175 mm squat pot 

of dormant tubers as a demonstration. There were 42 tubers 

in the pot. Twenty two of the smallest tubers were potted up 

in a 125 mm standard pot as a control. The 20 largest tubers 

were given the banana treatment to make them flower this 

spring. The tubers were put in a dish. The dish was placed in 

a plastic bag. Then a banana was put in the plastic bag also. 

The bag was sealed with a rubber band. I will bring it back 

next meeting and pot up the tubers. 

 

 

 

CONSERVATION GROUP REPORT  by KAREN POSSINGHAM  

 

About 12 members of the Conservation Group met on February 14th to discuss our strategy for the coming year. 

We have planned five visits to Belair Conservation Park to continue our monitoring and weeding projects. Our 

first visit is on May 21st at 10am We will be meeting with Birgitte Sorenson to do further weeding work at 

Grange Golf course and to help with survey work at Potters Scrub (near the Coorong). Contact Karen for further 

details. 

 

We will be following up with the Monadenia threat at Kuitpo with a field trip on November 5th. Other outings 

will appear in the journal nearer the time. 

 

The State Government are planning to put a drain that will cut through many important areas in the South-East 

including Messent Conservation Park, home to Thelymitra epipactoides and other threatened plant and bird 

species. The Nature Conservation Society are planning to visit the area in September/October and are involved in 

lobbying the government to protect this habitat. NOSSA members are welcome to participate. Contact Karen 

again for details. 

 

 

ADOPT AN ENDANGERED SPECIES PROJECT  by R. BATES  

 

Pat and Peter Clark who have adopted the Millbrook population of Diuris behrii now have a group of 20 people 

working on weeding and rehabilitation and have expanded to looking after the Caladenia rigida in the same area. 

Enthusiasm has a snowballing effect.  

Many thanks to Thelma and Philip Bridle who have adopted the Duck Orchids at Knott Hill.  

Karen and Hugh Possingham have recently met with Brian Gepp, manager of conservation for Woods & Forest 

(Dept. of Primary Industries) who own the area where the Duck Orchids grow, to discuss improved management 

ie  

• Fencing off to avoid trampling by horses  

• Autumn mowing not spring  

• Regeneration of areas where pines have been felled  

• Removal of pines from native vegetation 

 

 

 

 

 

The club president was delivering his annual report and was praising the 

committee. "Unlike other clubs where half the committee does the work and 

the other half are hopeless; here, it is completely the reverse!" 

 

He heard the club was looking for a treasurer.  

"But didn't they take on a new treasurer just a month ago?"  

"Yes, that's the one they are looking for!" 
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FIELD TRIP REPORT: SPIRANTHES SPECIAL: FEBRUARY 11th 1995  by GARRY GUIDE  

 

On a 37°C day (in an area having its 14th consecutive 

month of below average rainfall) some 20 people met at 

Ashbourne Hall hoping to see Spiranthes the Spiral Ladies 

tresses orchid. We drove south on the Tooperang road and 

turned right just south of Cox Scrub Conservation Park; 

crossing the swamp-fed Tookayerta Creek. Along the road 

was a line of swamps, most of them badly degraded by 

grazing, draining etc but in patches still bearing native 

vegetation. The section we visited was part of a dairy farm 

and a rocky crossing had been put through the swamp for 

the cattle. Despite the drought the springs here were still 

flowing, All through the sedges and ti-tree were hundreds 

of the white, self-pollinated Spiranthes. This was a `new' 

orchid for most and the photographers made the most of it. 

On the very edge of the track was a perfect pink and white 

Spiranthes sinensis and directly opposite Cryptostylis 

subulata in full flower. It was fairly obvious that the pink 

Spiranthes were largely confined to the edges of the 

swamps and had mostly finished while the white ones 

were only in the middle of the swamp and were in full 

bloom. On both forms we observed red and black native 

bees working the flowers. 

 

Many present admitted they had never seen either the pink 

Spiranthes, white Spiranthes or Cryptostylis before. Others 

who went further into the swamp braved the numerous 

spiders and praying mantids in the hope of finding 

something special like Genoplesium ciliatum. We did find 

almost finished Microtis parviflora and seed pods of 

Thelymitra holmesii and Prasophyllum frenchii. When we 

entered the swamp the temperature was about 25°C, when 

we left 40 minutes later the temperature had risen to about 

33°C and we were glad to be out of the sticky heat. 

 

About half of those present headed off to Amaroo Water Gardens via Mt Compass where the Compass Cup was 

in progress (dairy cow racing) but like most swamp orchid lovers we had no appreciation of Dairy Cows which 

have ruined hundreds of hectares of swamps in this area! The Lake setting at Amaroo was a delightful place for a 

picnic on a hot day. Some of us wandered into the artificial tree-fern glade by the creek and with some amusement 

noted the epiphytic Dendrobium X suffusum attached to a large Cyathea. Swamp orchids and epiphytes in the 

same hour! 

 

We had done so well that we were not surprised to see Dipodium roseum on the roadside at Kuitpo on the way 

back to Adelaide. 

 

 

 

NEW ORCHID RECORDS & EXTENSIONS OF RANGE IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA IN 1994  

 by R. BATES  

1994 was the poorest year on record. A late start to the season, drought and spring frosts meant only the 

commonest orchids flowered but there were a few good finds. On the NOSSA trip to the South East Caladenia 

conferta was found at Mt Monster - the most southerly record of this endangered species and an indication that 

the species may extend into Victoria. At the opposite end of the state during a Native Orchid Conservation 

Society Survey of the `new' Mount Brown Conservation Park the first collections were made of a new Pterostylis 

similar to Pterostylis biseta as well as northerly extensions of two species Prasophyllum validum and Thelymitra 

pauciflora. Not bad work considering the drought!  
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New species named in 1994 included Pterostylis tasmanica (the self pollinated version of P. plumosa) from a few 

swamp areas in the South-east and Pterostylis chlorogramma a deep green version of Pterostylis longifolia which 

occurs at Honans Scrub (in the South-east) on the sandy margins of waterholes, The burnt area at Mt Billy 

(Hindmarsh Valley) yielded several good finds including a hybrid Diuris, D. corymbosa X D. brevifolia and 

Calochilus campestris (thought to have been possibly extinct in the Southern Lofty region). 

 

The first collections were made of Prasophyllum pallidum and P. fitzgeraldii from the Murray. Suspected new 

species were found in the genera Calochilus, Dipodium, Eriochilus, Genoplesium, Microtis, Prasophyllum and 

Pterostylis. Many of these were sent to David Jones in Canberra and David himself spent some time on Kangaroo 

Island looking at new Pterostylis. It now seems that it could take as long as 10 years for some of the new species 

to be actually named and described as there is a lack of funding for publication of scientific papers. 

 

 

 

DIPODIUM ROSEUM AT MT LOFTY BOTANIC GARDENS  by SANDY PHILIPS  

 

The presence of Dipodium roseum at the Mt Lofty Botanic Gardens since its inception has allowed a controlled 

study of the effects on Dipodium roseum of summer irrigation, mowing and clearing of bush then planting with 

exotics. 

 

In the summer of 1994-95 - Dipodium roseum were observed in the following locations:  

1. Rhododendron Valley- an area wetted by overhead sprinklers every few days. Plants were slender, of average 

height but with few flowers and fewer seed capsules set.  

2. An area mowed every year at least twice. These plants were shorter than average but with dense flower heads 

and setting copious seed, rarely ripening before plants mown off.  

3. On mounds of soil and compost heaped up by bulldozers. Large plants with larger than average flowers.  

4. Under oak trees (Quercus species) at least 50 metres from any native trees. Size of plants and flower number 

about average, seed pods set.  

5. In native bush mostly along tracks (almost none in dense bush). Average size and flower number. 

 

 

 

ON THE REDISCOVERY OF THELYMITRA MERRANIAE AT MOGGS CREEK  

Extracted from the ANOS Victorian Group Bulletin, November 1994. 

 

Merran Sutherland, a local resident during the 1920's and 30's, loved exploring around Moggs Creek, and spent 

many hours riding her horse or bicycle over bush tracks between Aireys Inlet and Lorne, She especially loved the 

orchids and was rewarded, in 1929, when W.A. Nicholls named Thelymitra merranae after her (later to have an 

"i" add to become T. merraniae); and a report of her discovery was published in the journal of the Field 

Naturalists' Club of Victoria. However over succeeding years, no mention was made of Thelymitra merraniae in 

any local listing of orchids ... but people did talk about finding it again 'one day'. 

 

In 1992, as new residents of Moggs Creek and brand new 

terrestrial orchid enthusiasts, Margaret MacDonald and her 

sister, Kath Morgan, were intrigued to hear that their new 

home had its very own orchid ... and decided to study the clues 

and search for the elusive Moggs Creek Sun Orchid! A clue 

came from the Victorian Naturalist Vol. 46, 1929, where 

Merran Sutherland's description was published: "It grows in 

the fine sandy soil that is usual between Airey's Inlet and 

Moggs Creek in the marshy parts chiefly, also in some spots 

along the old bush road, on a rise just below the 300 foot red 

sand hill, where they get all the seepage. It is not plentiful, but 

is well distributed over the aforesaid area. It seems quite as 

happy in the open in swampy heath land as it does in swampy 

land under trees. The flowers expand on sunny days with a 

temperature of about 80 degrees F in the shade."  
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Armed with maps from the State Library of Victoria and information from local historians, Margaret and Kath 

spent a weekend in early October, 1992 searching several sites that they felt fitted this description, In one area, 

near an "old bush road', there were many sun orchids in bud, including Thelymitra ixioides, the dotted sun orchid. 

But would any of them turn out to be the elusive T. merraniae? 

 

This was a very frustrating time as, when they were first noticed, the buds were very immature. The weeks 

dragged on but, by the end of October, the ladies were confident they had found plants that were not the 

conventional T. ixioides. On these plants the buds were rounder and not as elongated as T. ixioides; they were also 

considerably darker with the sepals having a broad purplish stripe on the outside. Patience was eventually 

rewarded when botanists confirmed their suspicions, and Margaret and Kath were elated - they had rediscovered 

T. merraniae and, once again, Moggs Creek was on the map! 

 

The beauty of this orchid enthrals all who see it. Its colour ranges from deep pink and mauve to an intense deep 

blue. Dark spots are found on the two lateral petals with a few on the dorsal sepal. The column (which is not 

hooded) is purple to pink; the post anther lobe is broad, with a strong yellow cap or wings on top of a dark band. 

The column arms are pink with untidy creamish-white hair tufts. 

 

The ladies were surprised that the plants they found in 1992 were generally larger than the 1929/30 records led 

them to expect. The original description stated the flower stem as being between 15cm and 28cm high, bearing 

two to six flowers 20mm to 25mm across. The plants discovered in 1992 were up to 59cm high and carried as 

many as eleven flowers, the largest flower being 40mm across. Margaret wonders if this increase in flower size is 

an outcome of the Ash Wednesday fires resulting in an increase in soil nutrients. 

 

After such a long awaited event, the flowering season of Thelymitra merraniae was all too short. While already 

talking positively about the next season's display Margaret and Kath were dismayed to find that their bushfire 

conscious community had slashed many of the plants ... and king parrots were feasting on the seeds. So the ladies 

quickly gathered some of the remaining seeds and took them to the Herbarium at the Royal Botanic Gardens in 

Melbourne where they were cleaned and efforts were made to propagate plants asymbiotically. 

 

The following year (1993) was not particularly good for Thelymitra in the Moggs Creek area as many sun orchids 

failed to open from lack of spring sunshine. However, there were a few days at the end of October and early in 

November when the sun did shine ... and T. merraniae displayed in all its glory. (It was also interesting to note 

that, in the same area, several plants were found which were apparently intermediate forms between T. merraniae 

and T. ixioides, and one plant was possibly an intermediate form between T. merraniae and T. pauciflora.) 

 

1994 has been very dry and, in common with other parts of Victoria, is not a good season for orchid flowering. 

Rabbits also appreciate orchids - but not for their beauty! They are quite a problem, so guards have been placed 

around many plants to try and protect them from these hungry pests. 

 

After growing undisturbed for many years, an immediate threat to Thelymitra merraniae is the proposal of an 

extensive housing development in the area where the orchid was rediscovered. However, T. merraniae has been 

recommended for inclusion under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act, so it is hoped the future of this orchid in the 

Moggs Creek area will be secure. 

 

Sadly, Kath Morgan passed away in January, 1994. The orchid world has lost a great lady who spent countless 

hours searching for, and recording information about, native orchids on the Bellarine Peninsula and the Moggs 

Creek area. 

 

SOUTH EAST DRAINS & CONSERVATION  by MARK PHILIPS  

Before settlement the South East of our state was a well wooded, relatively salt free environment. There were no 

real mountains and no real streams at the surface. 

 

A series of dry parallel north-south rises were interspersed with low lying areas where water collected in the wet 

season. These swampy areas supported a mix of River Red Gum forest and heathland and were rich in wildlife 

including the handsome (but nowadays extinct) Toolache Wallaby. The first settlers cleared the swamps of the 

more fertile lower South-east but later noticed that they quickly turned salty so the governments of the time 

commissioned a vast network of drains. This worked well as far as the farmers were  
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concerned but was disastrous for the wildlife. The Toolache Wallaby's cover was blown and it quickly succumbed 

to shooters; the ducks and waterbirds declined and the swamp orchids disappeared. Summer bio-mass was 

reduced by 90% to create a seasonal desert but the sheep were happy munching on hay the farmers put out and 

continued to crush what was left of the native vegetation with their sharp hooves turning the ground into dust to 

blow away in the summer and into mud in the winter. 

 

The settlers spread northward to 

the 90 mile `desert' which they 

could not farm due to lack of 

trace elements. Once it was 

discovered that putting these 

elements into the soil overcame 

the problem there was nothing to 

stop the farmers. As a young man 

travelling in the upper south-east 

in the 60's and 70's I witnessed 

lines of tractors towing balls and 

chains smashing down the `scrub' 

in 500 metre wide swathes until 

there were only pockets left. Once 

again removing the trees and 

scrub was a disaster, all the low 

lying land began to turn salty in 

the 1980's. Nothing had been 

learned. The governments did 

declare remaining areas of bush 

(which had been too difficult or 

too poor to clear) as National 

Parks but a favourite hobby of 

local farmers was to light fires in 

these parks to burn out what was 

left of the wildlife. Now the SA 

government is considering a $25 

million project of surface drains 

for the Upper South East. These 

drains will be 2 to 4 metres deep 

and will cut through the 

`Conservation?' areas of Messent 

Conservation Park and Gum 

Lagoon, threatening several 

endangered species.  

 

It is criminal that this has been 

allowed to happen. In this the driest state of the driest continent we often drain water out to sea, we chop down the 

trees in what was already the most poorly forested state, decrease bio-mass by 80%, gene pools by 90% and 

wildlife diversity by 50% and then think only of negative methods to solve the problems created. 

 

What is wrong with planting forest to reclaim the salted land and re-introduce native plants and animals. Why not 

farm the land sensibly?! Fortunately it is not too late - the drains do make it easier to re-afforestate the land. They 

would later serve no purpose. 


