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JUNE MEETING 

 

Tuesday, 25th June 8.00 pm: at St Matthews Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington Bob Bates will speak on Endangered 

Orchids in South Australia and how we can help in their survival. Doors to the hall will be open at 7.15 pm for 

those wishing to borrow books from the library or take in items for the trading table. 
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DIARY DATES  

 

June 22nd Field Trip -Corybas unguiculatus  

 

June 23rd Conservation Group - Belair. 10am Information Centre.  

 

July 5th Last day for journal articles.  

 

Aug 10-11th Conservation Group Excursion - Potters Scrub.  

 

Sept 26-30th Third Australasian Native Orchid Conference and Show - Flinders University. Hosted by NOS SA. 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING  

To be held at 7.30 pm Friday June 28th at the home of Les Nesbitt.  
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Position to be Vacated at End of the Year  

 

Life Member Ron Robjohns has served as NOSSA's Treasurer since its inception in 1977, and an excellent job he 

has done and continues to do! Ron has advised, however, that he will not be able to serve NOSSA in this capacity 

after this year. NOSSA will therefore be looking for a new Treasurer for 1997. If you would like to assume this 

very important position or at least consider taking it on, please advise Gerry Carne or another Committee 

Member. It would be a great way to show your support of NOSSA's activities. 

 

 

 

COMING FIELD TRIPS 

 

Saturday 22nd June Corybas unguiculatus A repeat of a very successful trip held last year. Meet 11am at 

Kangarilla shops. Please note a change in date has been made so as not to interfere with NOSSA's Belair 

Monitoring Project. One of highlights of last year's trip was the large number of mushrooms seen. 

 

 

 

FIELD EXCURSION REPORTING  by GERRY CARNE  

 

I attended a meeting of the West Australian Native Orchid Study and Conservation Society last month. I found the 

members to be very hospitable and friendly and enjoyed the meeting immensely. Andrew Brown was the guest 

speaker for the evening and I gained much from what he had to say. A copy of Chris French's report on an 

excursion, commonly referred to as the Rufa Trip, in which many new species of Prasophyllum rufa were 

collected by Chris, David Jones and others, was presented to NOSSA. Ask to borrow this from our library (see 

review, page 50, Editors). I also was given the opportunity to address the meeting re the third Australasian Native 

Orchid Conference and Show.  

 

One of the things WANOSC did during their meeting was to have various members who had undertaken field 

excursions during the previous month give a brief description of the excursion and the orchids that they found. It 

may prove interesting to try this at future NOSSA meetings. You may wish to bring some slides to assist your 2 to 

3 minute discussion. 

 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS: NOSSA is pleased to welcome - 

 

Mrs C. Houston of Henley Beach  

Mr B.P. Jenson of Beverley  

Mr S.U. Palmer of Parafield Gardens  

Mr P. & Mrs T. Lloyd of Glen Waverley, Victoria  
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ON THE BENCH 

 

Terrestrials: Acianthus pusillus, Corybas hispidus, C. pruinosus, Pterostylis alveata, P. angusta, P. laxa, P. 

rogersii, P. procera, P. robusta, P. aff. obtusa, P. hamiltonii, P. ophioglossa, P. sanguinea, P. x toveyana, P. 

Sentinel, Spiranthes sinensis. 

 

Epiphytes: Bulbophyllum schillerianum, Dendrobium bigibbum (3), D. Hilda Poxon, Liparis reflexa, D. Peter x 

Bright Spark (2), D. Pinterry x Carrawah. 

 

Les Nesbitt gave the commentary on the Terrestrials 

 

George Nieuwenhoven spoke on the Epiphytes. 

 

 

POPULAR VOTE: 

 

Terrestrials: Pterostylis Sentinel grown by George Nieuwenhoven, 

 

Epiphytes: Dendrobium Pinterry x Carrawah grown by Russell Job & Edda. 

 

 

COMMENTATORS CHOICE: 

 

Terrestrial Species: Acianthus pusillus from Black Hill. 

 

Epiphyte Species: Liparis reflexa grown by Ian & Karen Charlesworth. 

 

The epiphytes included 

Bulbophyllum schillerianum with 

such tiny flowers that they could only 

be seen under the magnifying glass. 

The commentator discussed how he 

grows the Cooktown orchid ie in a 

heated glass house with minimum 

25°C. All the plants benched were 

the sub var. compactum which is 

basically a Lithophyte and should be 

grown on scoria or similar. Plants on 

display included the 'var. alba'. 

Dendrobium bigibbum should be 

kept dry after flowering to simulate 

the dry season!  

 

The terrestrials included the 

magnificent hybrid Pterostylis 

Sentinel (interestingly enough 

created and registered by our 

commentator!) and its parent species, 

Pterostylis abrupta from highlands of 

the east and P. rogersii from 

lowlands of the west (I do think 

however that the parent species are 

more charming and distinctive). A 

rare species perhaps not displayed 

before was Pterostylis hamiltonii 

from Western Australia, recognised 

by its very narrow labellum.  
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MAY MEETING  

 

The speaker for the evening was Bruce Mules from Port Pirie. Bruce thrilled us with slides of his huge collection 

which he has all under one roof. What a mass of colour! At Port Pirie the flowering season is a month earlier than 

Adelaide which is a nuisance because it means flowers are finished before the Spring Show!  

 

Bruce highlighted the evolution of Australian Epiphyte Culture in South Australia. Dendrobiums replaced 

Cymbidiums, how growers became either specialists concentrating on say D. kingianum or star shaped flowers or 

the latest hybrids or specimen plants or how they become collectors - wanting as many species or hybrids as 

possible. 

 

 

 

FIELD TRIP TO HINDMARSH VALLEY  by GERRY CARNE  

 

Fourteen NOSSA members met on Sunday 26 hoping to see Pterostylis obtusa, a species considered common in 

the eastern states, but rare in South Australia. Our South Australian form is, in fact, probably not a true 

Prasophyllum obtusa in which case it would be endemic to the Hindmarsh area. 

 

Three years ago, a fairly intense bushfire completely removed the understory across the small area in which 

Pterostylis obtusa is known to occur. Rodger Biddell and I visited the area two years ago in the season 

immediately following the bushfire and found only one specimen of Pterostylis obtusa in flower. The soil in the 

hills was essentially barren of grasses and the like and was extremely slippery with ash. Blackened trunks of giant 

Eucalyptus and Blackboys that are common to the area graffittied our clothes and skin. It wasn't a fun trip! 

 

Last year, Rodger, Bill Dear and I revisited the area and found that the native grasses were flourishing - a 

parkland setting - everything was green other than the still blackened stems of the Eucalypts and Blackboys, and 

Pterostylis obtusa was abundant and beautiful. The one plant found the previous year was but one of many plants 

found in the rather small 

area that seems to confine 

their population. Rodger 

found the largest and most 

floriferous Acianthus 

exsertus that I have had 

the pleasure of seeing and 

many green forms of this 

orchid were also found. A 

perfect day! 

 

Our 1996 trip was open to 

speculation as to what we 

might see. Would last 

year's flourish be repeated 

this year? Would we see 

any orchids at all? Had 

the Hindmarsh Falls area 

experienced enough 

rainfall to promote 

flowering, considering 

that most parts of South 

Australia were  
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experiencing the driest autumn on record. 

 

The weather on 26 May was perfect and the sky was blue and we all knew that we would enjoy our day even if 

we didn't find any orchids. On entering the valley, we found the understory plants (mostly Prickly Acacia 

paradoxa) had undergone an incredible growth explosion. Would Pterostylis obtusa endure under these 

conditions? We were pleased to locate our first orchid specimen and before completing our explorations and 

photography, we decided to drive to Hindmarsh Falls, another known locality of Pterostylis obtusa, to have lunch, 

enjoy the falls and see what additional orchids we might find. 

 

Many members present at the May General Meeting were perhaps bemused to see "Yours Truly" hang a steering 

wheel lock around my neck! This is hard to admit, but when I went to unlock the steering wheel lock prior to 

driving to Hindmarsh Falls, I found that I didn't have the key to unlock the same. Horrors!! After trying a host of 

keys that didn't work, we called the RAA. After a lengthy wait during which we had lunch at the side of the road, 

the RAA rep arrived, but after more than half an hour of hard work, the lock remained in place, hardly the worse 

for the many destructive attempts made to release its hold. "It's an RAA approved steering wheel lock, Mate! You 

can't break into them. That's why it took so long for us to arrive. We all knew from your description that our 

attempts would prove futile and no-one wanted to come out". The problem was solved in the end, with Thelma 

Bridle driving me home to get the proper key (a 3 hour return trip). Upon reaching my car, we found that all 12 

other members were still there, Now that's what I call loyalty and friendship. I do apologise to all who were on the 

excursion for the considerable inconvenience I placed upon them and I do thank Thelma (very much so) for taking 

me home and bringing me back with the keys. Thank you to everyone for being so patient with my stupidity. And 

one last thing, I can highly recommend RAA approved locks, as long as you always have the key in your 

possession. 

 

We didn't make it to Hindmarsh Falls and I can't make comment on the final three hours of the afternoon because 

I wasn't there. I would like to comment, however, on the state of the habitat that Pterostylis obtusa is currently 

flourishing in the Hindmarsh Valley. If the rapid growth of the understory that has followed the bushfire 

continues, the Pterostylis obtusa population may soon be entirely crowded out, perhaps even as early as next year. 

There seems to be nothing to keep the understory in check. Bushfires can be very important to the survival of 

many of our orchid species, but they can result in the development of very hostile habitats, at least in the short 

term. It is expected that in the long term, Pterostylis obtusa will survive. It may undergo a few dormant years if 

conditions are not good. but in the end, once the understory matures, it should begin to flower again. 

 

 

 

 

 

A SOUTH AFRICAN ORCHID IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA SIXTY YEARS AGO!      by R. BATES  

 

While researching for the article on Monadenia in the May journal I came across the following paragraph in Rica 

Erickson's Orchids of the West (2nd edn.) 1965. On the topic of Monadenia she wrote:  

 

"Another South African orchid was discovered in South Australia some years ago. It caused a sensation 

among orchid students by its presence on this continent until it was found to have escaped from a garden 

where it had been brought by a soldier from the Boer war."  
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This was news to me! I wondered where she got her information from so I checked Rupp's original paper on 

Monadenia in Western Australia in the Australian Orchid Review. There it was! Another reference to a South 

African orchid in South Australia this time mentioning the genus; Satyrium! 

 

The next step was to check R.S. Rogers' orchid collections at the State Herbarium. Instant luck. I went straight to 

the Satyrium box and in the familiar black labelled Cultivar folder was a collection of Satyrium cordifolium 

labelled "Victor Harbour, November 2 1932" and the note in Rogers' handwriting "Mrs Hay (presumably the 

collector) thinks this is a new species." 

 

Rogers later sent the collection to Rupp for his comments and also tracked the source of the Satyrium to the 

garden of Mrs Hay, whose father had been to Africa during the Boer war and brought back seeds and bulbs 

including the orchid concerned. She had found the orchid in a bush section of the garden just where her father had 

probably planted it. It was not even a garden escape. Being an insect pollinated species it had little chance of 

setting seed and going wild. The whole mystery had been solved in less than an hour. 

 

Satyrium cordifolium is still being grown in South Australia (along with several other Satyriums) and a very 

pretty species it is too. No wonder Mrs Hay's father brought it back to South Australia instead of Monadenia! 

 

 

 

 

SOME MORE THOUGHTS ON FIRES AND FLOWERS PART TWO        by WINSOME & LES McHUGH  

 

Against all I've written are we trying to make them flower too much? We all would love to have big pots full of 

flowers every year but I think we are asking too much. Scrub burnt hot takes years to recover and years to build 

up enough vegetation to support another hot fire. What do you think? Do we have to give orchids a break. I heard 

aspirin and fire water don't work. Well John Peace has disproved this with aspirin and Kings Park of Western 

Australia are selling fire water by the bottle (rather expensively too!). 

 

This past summer we have tried the burning pot and fire water methods to see what works for us doing both at the 

same time. We used the smoke from the buried pots to make the fire water with a larger version of a 'bong' as Reg 

called it. A clean 2 litre plastic drum was plumbed up to an old Hoover vacuum cleaner. A word of caution as 

some of the water can be drawn in to the vacuum cleaner during setting it up so a modern wet dry cleaner would 

be safer. The smoke was drawn through the water for an hour (since then I've been told 10 minutes is good 

enough) and then watered onto the pots. Some pots were treated again weeks later and records taken down. 

 

We used both methods on most of our fire dependent species with the first indications being promising. Two pots 

of Lucindale Caladenia exactly the same as to number of plants, type of mix, pot etc and repotted at the same 

time last year were trialled. The fire water treated pot is far superior as to growth and number of emerged plants 

compared to the untreated pot. Roll on spring time! 

 

We have distributed some of the fire water to other growers and one has told me the five pots he treated are the 

most advanced in his collection. Spring time will be the big indicator and we will be updating our observations 

through the tear. Why not share your opinions and observations by jotting down a few lines for our journal.  
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THIRD AUSTRALASIAN NATIVE ORCHID CONFERENCE & SHOW  by GERRY CARNE  

 

I am pleased to announce that everything seems to be progressing nicely. We are looking forward to some 

spectacular and innovative displays. We want every native orchid in flower in South Australia at the time, at the 

Orchid Show in September. 

 

We were very fortunate and privileged to receive what must be the largest Dendrobium speciosum in captivity. 

The plant, donated to NOSSA by Mr Gordon Beck and his wife Merrill, will take a place of honour at the 

Conference. Six of NOSSA's strongest and most athletic (and best looking too) Men (with a capital M) couldn't 

lift the plant. It had to be rolled to and onto Bill Dear's truck. Planted in 1956 and repotted by Gordon in 1978, it 

should be fantastic when in flower in September. Don't let this discourage other speciosum growers, we want to 

set a record for the most Dendrobium speciosum on display at one show NOSSA purchased a few large 

Dendrobium (not speciosum) from Gordon and the first of these will be raffled at the June general meeting with 

proceeds going to the Conference Funds. 

 

 

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 

I am only one. But still, I am one. 

I cannot do everything, but still I can do something. 

And because I cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do the something that I can do. 

 

 

 

 

CANIA GORGE NATIONAL PARK  by LEN FIELD  

 

Situated about 26 km off the Burnett Highway between the towns of Monto and Biloela in Central Queensland 

there is a not so well known but delightful area known as Cania Gorge National and Tourist Parks. The adjacent 

Lake Cania which is formed by a large dam that was completed in 1982 and has yet never filled with water is a 

testimony to the long drought which has gripped this part of the country. 

 

Turning off the Highway at first you travel through dairy country but as one proceeds the country becomes more 

arid but exceedingly beautiful as the road travels between towering cliffs. The area is very similar to Carnarvon 

Gorge but with two major differences. The road to Cania is fully sealed all the way and the amenities block in the 

tourist park has hot showers something that is sadly missed at Carnarvon. 

 

The first area reached is the picnic ground and this is where most of the walks in the park originate. Further on the 

road forks with one road leading on about 3 kms to the Dam and Lake. The area is a credit to the staff who 

maintain it with ample clean amenities and barbecue areas. The other road branches and travels about 1 km to the 

Tourist Park which is entered over a causeway with one old Eucalyptus standing guard alongside with a gigantic 

Cymbidium canaliculatum growing on the side of it, but this is not uncommon as I found this orchid very 

prevalent right throughout the area. 

 

The Park is well laid out with ample room, a modern amenities block, shop for basic supplies, souvenirs and fuel 

supplies. The first to greet us in the Park was a flock of cheeky Apostle birds after a free hand out from the 

newcomers, while a flock of blue-winged Kookaburras looked on from a nearby tree. Also two Western Grey 

Kangaroos decided that the shade of  
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our caravan made a nice place to lay down not caring about the inconvenience caused to someone trying to erect 

an awning over the spot they had claimed. At the side of the Park a creek flowed or should have but with the long 

dry spell it had been reduced to a number of waterholes which still supported water birds. One could also, and did, 

spend many hours watching the antics of some Platypi which, while very shy creatures did tolerate us as long as 

we kept reasonably still and made little noise.  

 

Sharing the same pools were some furry Australian Water Rats. While there are many walks in the area, one I 

found very interesting was to the Two Storey Cave. This would be the shortest of all the walks, being only about 2 

kms long and starts from the picnic area which has some large Cymbidium canaliculatum growing on the River 

Oak, Casuarina cunnninghamiana. The rocks and cliff face have many Silver Elkhorns, Platicerium veichii 

growing on them, some reaching a huge size. This type of Elk was common throughout the area. The next orchid 

seen was Dendrobium monophyllum spreading out along the rock face on stilted roots with large clumps of 

Dendrobium linguiforme growing alongside. At the top of the climb a sign reads 'Orchid face 10 metres' and 

rounding a rock face one is confronted with a whole cliff face of Dendrobium rex with Hoya australis and the 

basket fern, Drynaria rigidula growing among them.  

 

Here one reaches the cave which is interesting enough, but when you climb through a large hole in the roof of this 

cave it opens into a much larger cave and if you can stand the smell you can gaze on dozens of Bats sleeping 

away the daylight hours. The track then returns to the picnic area by a different way. There are many orchids that 

can be seen in the area, a surprising amount considering the dryness of the surrounding countryside! At least a 

dozen terrestrial orchids have been recorded but not being a ground orchid person I will not discuss them here. 

 

 

 

 

 

LOOKING FOR GENOPLESIUM ON THE MAWSON PLATEAU  by MARK PHILIPS  

 

The holidays were here and we were off camping. It was late April and according to rainfall records the only 

place to receive good rains in South Australia in the first four months of 1996 was the far northern Flinders 

Ranges so that's where we headed. 

 

We realised of course that the Mawson Plateau is about as far north as one can go and still find orchids in South 

Australia. Rain falls infrequently in the area, often as severe thunderstorms and that's what had happened this 

year. 90mm of rain had fallen in the area since Christmas last year - all of it on one day! (The nearest recording 

station - Wooltana Station averages just 160mm rain a year.) 

 

We camped the first night at Paralana Hot Springs. These geothermal springs are so hot we could not keep our 

hands in the water. The sign nearby said "Danger do not drink: radio- active!" 

 

There was very little sign of rain having fallen; the creek above the springs was bone dry and dust devils swirled 

across the plains in the heat while according to the radio it was 13°C in Adelaide. 

 

We headed up the Paralana Creek, hauling ourselves up great granite boulders until we reached the plateau about 

lunchtime. 

 

The view was superb - Lake Callabonna's dry salt crust glittered in the east, the hulking massif of the Freeling 

Heights brooded over us to the south-west and to the north the beautiful open woodland with granite domes and a 

reticulate drainage system with dozens of small gorges  
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looked most inviting. The creeks here had pools of clear fresh water, some of them deep enough to swim in and as 

it was hot we did! Mosses and aquatic plants seemed out of place here with the desert only a few kilometres away. 

 

We knew that orchids occurred in the Freeling Heights area as we had seen 'rufa group' Pterostylis rosettes years 

before and Prasophyllum occidentale had once been collected nearby. Apparently the Pterostylis were an 

undescribed species. 

 

There were plenty of euros and wedge tailed eagles but there were also goats. Where we couldn't see them we 

could smell them. Search as we might we could find no Pterostylis rosettes and we guessed they had not yet 

appeared. There were plenty of rock ledges under native pines and these looked as if they should have had orchids 

on them. As for Genoplesium we didn't really have a hope in hell of finding any so far north. It is hundreds of 

kilometres from the nearest known location - (Alligator Gorge - Wilmington) for midge orchids. 

 

We enjoyed a great camp on this plateau, isolated from other humans or even any sign of them! The stars were so 

bright we could see 1000 times more than one could see in Adelaide. All night the frogs called and judging from 

their different calls there were three species. 

 

Next day we climbed up a dozen granite domes and down a dozen granite gorges, each with a pool of cold clear 

water. At the base of the last dome an ooze of green slime indicated a spring and here amongst a few goat chewed 

rushes we found our one and only orchid of the trip, a skeleton seed-head of Microtis, probably the recently 

named Microtis eremaea widespread in outback Western Australia but rare in South Australia and this population 

represented an extension of range of about 100km (from Wilpena Pound). 

 

About lunchtime a small plane flew over and reminded us that other people could see all this without any effort - 

probably tourists from Arkaroola. The Mawson plateau is named after Sir Douglas Mawson geologist and 

Antarctic explorer. 

 

Six pm the next day after driving the four wheel drive track from Paralana to Arkaroola (at least its 4WD after 

flooding) we were enjoying a $20 smorgasbord barbecue under coloured lights by the pool at Arkaroola with 

tourists from all over the world. But not one person in a thousand to visit Arkaroola actually sets foot on the 

Mawson Plateau. You have to he fit to do it! Maybe one day we will visit in the spring and do a better orchid 

survey. 

 

 

 

 

FRIENDS OF SCOTT CREEK - from "Bandicoot Tails"  

 

There was an interesting article in the April newsletter on Monadenia. Enid Robertson reported on the status of 

Monadenia in Scott Creek Conservation Park last season. There was a grand total of 40,984 plants that were dug 

or pulled, approximately 50% of which were flowering. Only a few were found after seed scatter. An example of 

how fast the plant reproduces is, where Arline and John Thompson found one plant in 1988, they dug 13,000 in 

1995. 

 

An application has been put into the national Landcare programme for a "Continuing grant for the project 

'Successfully Eradicating the African Weed Orchid'". The application has emphasised the need for a person to 

coordinate and record scientific data generated during the project.  
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PUBLICATIONS:  

Survey of the Pterostylis rufa Complex in the Eastern Wheatbelt of Western Australia  

 by CHRIS FRENCH  

Edited by David Jones and Andrew Brown  

 

Several scientists spent 15 days looking at orchids in the dry inland and 

according to the survey highlights, 55 different 'rufa group' Pterostylis 

were seen!  

 

At least 20 of these were able to be verified as new species. Not bad for 

one trip but some conventional botanists might find the number of new 

species mentioned a bit hard to take. The book has 100 pages, makes 

interesting reading and costs $10 from the Western Australian Native 

Orchid Study and Conservation Group or the AOF. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMAGINE .......... 

saving a patch of bush from encroaching weeds; 

listening to the sound of the wind through the bush as you work; 

the thrill of discovering and protecting rare native plants; 

the satisfaction of providing a home for native birds, reptiles, insects and mammals. 

 

BECOME A BUSHCARER! 

The Trees For Life Bushcare program is now in its third year and expanding rapidly! 

 

We need many more people willing to put in 3 to 4 hours per month, restoring and maintaining the health of a 

valuable patch of remnant bushland. 

 

Bushcarers are trained and provided with on-ground support, including site visits with a local expert, maps, some 

tools and reference material. 

 

So, think about doing some bush management in your local area. Phone now to register your interest, and we'll 

book you into one of our free Bushcare workshops. 

Phone 207 8787. 


