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JUNE MEETING 

 

Tuesday, 22nd July 8.00 pm: at St Matthews Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. The speaker will be David Jeffries 

who will speak about the 'Port Parham Mangroves'. 

 

 Doors to the hall will be open at 7.15 pm for those wishing to borrow books from the library or take in items for 

the trading table. 
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DIARY DATES  

 

Jul 20 Conservation Group, Hindmarsh Valley  

Jul 21-27 OCSA Show at Golden Grove Village Shopping Centre.  

Aug 28 Conservation Group, Belair  

Sep 13 Friends of Milbrook - Picnic  

Sep 19-21 N.O.S.S.A. Spring Show  

Sep 29 NEDOS Show North Park Plaza  

Sep 27 - 28 S.G.A.P. Show & Conference  

Nov 30 Christmas Barbecue 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

To be held at 7.30 pm Monday July 28th at the home of George & Nancy Nieuwenhoven.  
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WELCOME to our new treasurer Ms Iris FREEMAN 

 

 

 

WANTED: Showmaster for our Spring Show. You'll have lots of helpers so please see our President George and 

volunteer. 

 

 

 

ON THE BENCH 

 

Terrestrials: Acianthus pusillus (2) Corybas sp., Pterostylis alata, P. angusta, P. collina, P. russellii, P. nana, P. 

nutans. P. procera P. rubusta (2). P. taurus. 

 

Epiphytes: Bulbophyllum aurantiaca (schiollerianum), Dendrobium Aussie Treat, D. bigibbum (lithocola) (2), D. 

Essie Banks (2), D. Graham Banks, D. Hilda Poxon (2), D. Jesmond Glitter, D. Ku-Ring-Gai, D. Lorikeet, D. 

Rutherfords Surprise, D. speciosum (Roy Hargreaves 'leafless' special). 

 

There were less terrestrials than last month as the Autumn flowering species were over - however there were 

species represented from all states except Northern Territory. 

 

Bob Bates gave the commentary on the Terrestrials  

George Nieuwenhoven gave the commentary on the Epiphytes 

 

 

JUDGING 

 

Terrestrial species  

1
st
  Pterostylis procera grown by Nesbitts orchids  

2
nd

 Pterostylis robusta grown by Nesbitts Orchids 

 

Terrestrial hybrid 1st Pterostylis x conoglossa grown by Nesbitts Orchids 

 

Epiphyte species  

1
st
  Dendrobium bigibbum grown by Graham Burford  

2
nd

 Bulbophyllum auranticum grown by Malcolm Tiggeman 

 

Epiphyte hybrid  

1
st
  Dendrobium Jesmond Glitter grown by R Job  

2
nd

 Dendrobium Hilda Poxon grown by B & G Shooter 

 

 

POPULAR VOTE 

 

Best Terrestrial: Pterostylis taurus grown by Nesbitts Orchids 

 

Best Epiphytes: Dendrobium Graeme Banks grown by S & B Meszaros 

 

Plant Of The Night  

 

Pterostylis procera grown by Nesbitts Orchids  
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JUNE MEETING - SPEAKER  

 

Dr Tony Spooner, president of the South Australian Field Naturalists Society, spoke about the Bookmark 

Biosphere Reserve of 960 000 sq kms of mallee and river flood plain mostly in the Upper Murray region. This is a 

botanist's delight. Tony pointed out that at half an hour per hectare, eight hours a day, six days a week a botanist 

would take 150 years to survey the Reserve (if a before fire and after fire check was required, 300 years and if you 

wanted to see it in two different seasons 600 years!) 

 

Tony's slides gave a clue as to the tremendous diversity of life in the biosphere: river flood plain, mallee, red 

sandhills, pine scrub, black-oak flats, blue bush plains to suggest a few. Despite the low rainfall (10" per year) and 

the lack of hills or rock outcrops about 10 orchids are thought to occur. Pterostylis mutica the only one on the 

river flats, Caladenia toxochila on Dodonea flats, Genoplesium nigricans on pale sandhills and numerous species 

of 'rufa' group Pterostylis in mallee, pine scrub and on red sandhills - most of them undescribed! 

 

 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS: Our apologies to Lorraine & Malcolm GUY whose names were recorded wrongly in the last 

journal 

 

 

 

 

CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES  by D. BICKERTON & T BRIDLE  

 

A conservation meeting was held on June 4th, & we have decided on a programme for the following year. Since 

this sub-group of NOSSA is very much an action group, our main focus is on the monitoring & weeding of orchid 

sites. Some other interesting ideas were also put forward, and we'll let you know about those if & when they come 

to fruition. Got you wondering? Get involved & find out for yourselves! Here are some dates & locations we have 

decided upon (nb. all dates are Sundays, beginning at 10 a.m.):- 

 

June 29th  Belair National Park - Ongoing monitoring of transects. (Meet at the Information Centre, 

Main entrance)  

July 20th  Hindmarsh Valley - Weed removal (bridal creeper included)  

August 24th  Belair National Park  

September 14th  Grange golf course - Monitoring Pterostylis arenicola  

September 28th a.m.  Belair National Park  

 p.m.    Scott Creek - Monitoring Caladenia rigida & C. gladiolata  

October 12th  Kuitpo forest - Monitoring duck orchids & weeding Monadenia  

October 26th  Belair National Park  

December 7th  Belair National Park  

April 19th  Halbury Scrub - Bridal creeper removal from a Genoplesium site.  
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Also, there is a Bushcarers' picnic organised by Peter & Pat Clark on September 13th, 10 a.m., at Millbrook 

Reservoir, Gate 38, for Trees for Life members & anybody else interested in becoming actively engaged in 

conservation. The Threatened Plant Action Group also have a bushcare programme of their own. For further 

information about any of these dates (including those of these other groups), or any other ideas for activities, 

please contact Doug Bickerton (8278 3416) or Thelma Bridle (8384 4174). The more people that come along to 

these occasions, the more enjoyable the day is. 

 

 

 

 

A POLLINATION STUDY OF THE ENDANGERED ORCHID Caladenia rigida 

  by DOUG BICKERTON  

 

Part 1: Hand Pollination  

 

A number of Australian orchid species have become extinct since European settlement, and numerous others are 

endangered. In South Australia alone, ten Caladenia species are endangered. Recovery plans are in place for some 

orchid species, but to date little scientific evidence has been provided to verify the methods being used. The 

purpose of this study was to supply some of the evidence on which future plans can be based. Caladenia rigida 

(white spider orchid) is an endangered species endemic to the Mt. Lofty Ranges of S.A., and the aim was to 

explore the pollination biology of the species, and thereby address problems relating to the establishment of viable 

populations. The intention was to search for answers to the following questions:- 

 

* Is hand pollination a valid means of increasing seed set?  

* Does self pollination produce seed, and if so, how much compared with cross pollination?  

* Is there a correlation between patch size and pollination rate?  

* What is (are) the pollinator(s) of this orchid? 

 

C. rigida was first described by R.S. Rogers in 1930, and more recently by Bob Bates in 1984. The orchid 

produces 1 - 3 flowers starting in late August. The flower is mostly white, with relatively rigid perianth segments, 

red clubbed glandular tips on the sepals, and red markings on the calli and labellum fringe. Pollination causes the 

flower to collapse within a few days, otherwise it may remain open until mid-October. The seed capsule dehisces, 

generally spreading thousands of minuscule seeds which can be windborne for hundreds of metres (Bates, 1984). 

 

Caladenia rigida is found in open Eucalypt woodland. The orchid has been found in dense populations in areas 

which have recently been burnt, and on or near disused tracks (Bates, 1995), so the species probably benefits from 

disturbance. However because these habitats have been fragmented, often a fire is followed by invasion of 

aggressive weeds such as gorse. Eradication of weeds is one management strategy, but also hand pollination is 

performed in an effort to increase seed production. However it had not been shown whether hand pollination is 

effective. This study also examined whether self pollination is effective, since it had been thought that it resulted 

in low seed set. 

 

The study was performed near the Millbrook reservoir, east of Adelaide. C. rigida were found flowering in large 

numbers at two sites; both fire tracks about one kilometre apart. 329 flowers were chosen for the study, and this 

constituted about 80% of all of the C. rigida flowers seen on these two sites. Each flower was tagged by 

numbering a length of tape, securing this in the soil with a toothpick at the plant's base, and then concealing the 

tape, so as not to encourage any inquisitive herbivores. A measurement of each flower's ovary width was also 

taken at this point in time. Each flower was randomly allotted to one of three treatments : -  

 

(1) H - Hand pollination by crossing;  

(2) S - Hand pollination by selfing;  

(3) N - the control group, not manipulated.  
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Hand pollination began on September 13, and was completed within a few days. Once a flower had collapsed, a 

measurement of its ovary (or fruit) width was taken weekly until the ovary withered or the seed capsule dehisced. 

With the data collected, I tested for any difference in reproductive success between treatments. Two methods were 

chosen, and similar conclusions resulted from both methods. 

 

The first method compared the percentage of successful pollinations in each treatment (the pollination rate). I also 

tested whether there was any difference in pollination rate between sites. There was none, but there was a 

significant difference between treatments. As Table 1 shows, the results for treatments H and S were similar, but 

there is a notable difference between these and control treatment N. 

 

Table 1 :- Pollination rates for each treatment and each site  

 

Treatments  No.  Site 1  Site 2  

N (Control)  79  28 %  27 %  

H (Hand, Crossed)  57  95 %  90 %  

S (Hand, Selfed)  50  85 %  81 % 

 

The second method of comparing reproductive success was to consider the degree of fruit swell (the proportion by 

which each ovary swelled). Again the difference between treatments was great, but there was no significant 

difference between treatments H and S, as Chart 1 indicates. This method included flowers which were not 

pollinated, but I also wanted to know if a hand pollinated flower produces more seed than a naturally pollinated 

flower, If we consider only those flowers which were successfully pollinated, we find no significant difference in 

fruit swell between treatments, as Table 2 shows. 

 

Table 2 - The average degree of fruit swell of successfully pollinated flowers in each treatment.  

 

No.  Treatment  Mean Degree of 

Fruit Swell  

19  N  2.53  

52  H  2.59  

40  S  2.70 

 

Conclusion -  

 

a) Hand Pollination - The study indicated that hand pollination does improve the probability of reproductive 

success for C. rigida, but hand pollinated flowers do not set more seed than naturally pollinated ones. 

Consequently the practice of hand pollination of this species should be continued, although it should be said that 

irresponsible hand pollinators can themselves cause serious damage. Firstly, careless behaviour can lead to the 

trampling of flowers. Also, inexperienced hand pollinators could easily damage flowers in the process of their 

activity. Finally, a novice could  
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Chart 1 - The degree of fruit swell in each treatment. Control group (N) had a large number of flowers 
with little or no fruit swell (1.0 - 1.4 times original ovary width). 
 

 

unwittingly hybridise by cross-pollinating with another closely related species. Therefore hand pollination should 

be practised only by experienced and responsible persons. 

 

b) Selfing - The study found no significant difference in reproductive success between cross pollination and self 

pollination. This does not mean that hand pollination should be limited to selfing, since populations which rely 

heavily on self pollination can suffer from a reduction in gene pool variability. Rather, in circumstances when the 

search for a pollen donor is impractical, then selfing will suffice. However, we do not know whether selfing 

actually produces seed as viable as that from crossed plants, so it would be beneficial to conduct tests of seed 

germination rates. 

 

Bates, R. (1984). Ecology and biology of Caladenia rigida(Orchidaceae).S.A. Naturalist 58,56-59.  

Bates, R. (1995). Recovery plan for white spider orchid Caladenia rigida R. Rogers. D.E.N.R., S.A.  

Bates, R.J. & Weber, J.Z. (1990). "Orchids of South Australia". 

Govt. Printer, S.A. 

 

(Excerpts from the author's Post-Grad Dip. research paper, completed Feb. 1997.) 

 

 

 

 

Book Review:  

Pre-European Vegetation of Adelaide: A survey from the Gawler River to Hallett Cove  

 Written by Darrell Kraehenbuehl.  

 

 Reviewed by EDDA VISKIC.  

Publisher: Nature Conservation Society of South Australia Inc. Adelaide 1996. 

 

Watching the gradual disappearance of native vegetation over the past 45 years since arriving in Adelaide, I have 

often wondered what it would have been like in its pristine state. This gem of a book answers this yearning 

partially through photographs, maps, plant lists, descriptions written by great naturalists like John Burton Cleland 

and early entomologist A.H. Davis to mention but a few. The fascinating stories collected from the early walks 

along the River Torrens include sightings of insects and birds as well as general flora. Especially thought 

provoking are the lists of plants, including orchids, which were once plentiful in many familiar areas. Now even 

though suburbia and housing have overtaken most of the original sites, remnants exist in small parcels of land like  
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cemeteries, council reserves, parks, sanctuaries, golf links, church grounds, roadside vegetation and private 

gardens. 

 

The author encourages the growing of associations of native plants from locally collected seed to replace natives 

back into areas where they used to grow together prior to white settlement and development. He includes possible 

sources of nursery grown plants and divides the Adelaide Plains into 4 main soil type areas: Coastal, Mallee, 

South East and Southwest and Western Plains and Western foothills of the Mount Lofty Ranges. Maintenance 

advice on flowering beds, bog gardens and use of native grasses are also contained in this delightful volume.  

 

The Appendices cover important, individual, indigenous trees of Metropolitan Adelaide and remnant stands and 

tables of Native plant Taxa and Measure of Diversity in the Plant Families. The plants of the Southern Lofty 

Region that have conservation significance are presented in lists with 6 possible symbols from common to 

presumed extinct. The Master checklist concludes the work and is followed by the index and references. 

 

Sheep and cattle numbers increased dramatically from 1837 to 1840 and damaged the reedbeds with pasture and 

pigs. The open woodland was slightly drier than the Mt. Lofty Ranges and the rapid growth of urbanisation 

followed there in 1945, further degrading the plant habitats and causing extinction of many orchids in particular. 

In Black Forest, Diuris behrii and D. pardina grew at Heywood Park and Caladenia tentaculata, and C. 

leptochila were found at Unley Park. Dr. F. Von Mueller collected from 1847 to 1852 adding C. carnea and C. 

latifolia to the plant lists. At Stonyfell Rd. Erindale, C. deformis was discovered and Ferguson Conservation Park 

at Stonyfell had 25 orchid taxa, including Thelymitra nuda, Prasophyllum pallidum and P. fitzgeraldii. At Second 

Creek, Burnside, Thelymitra luteocilium was flourishing. Acianthus pusillus grew on the riverbanks at Kent Town 

and Diuris aff. corymbosa, D. lanceolata, Glossodia major, Microtis unifolia, Prasophyllum constriction, P. 

occidentale, P. odoratum, P. pruinosum, Pterostylis nana, Thelymitra antennifera, T. nuda, T. pauciflora, T. 

rubra, T. x macmillanii, and T. x truncata bloomed across to Stonyfell. 

 

In the foothills from Golden Grove to Athelstone Thelymitra nuda, Caladenia menziesii, C. patersonii, and 

Prasophyllum patens were discovered. On the lower slopes of Black Hill Pterostylis robusta, P. rufa, P. 

cucullata, P. longifolia, P. pedunculata, P. plumosa and P. sanguinea made great colonies. In the Mallee scrub at 

Folland Park and on the plains, P. mutica and P. aff. mitchellii where found growing with Genoplesium rufum. 

Pterostylis arenicola still grows at the Grange Golf Links. The Black Hill Flora Centre is working to save this 

threatened species. The flora of the coastal cliffs from Seacliff to Marino Rocks included Diuris palustris, D. 

pardina and Prasophyllum odoratum which are now all extinct in those areas. The amphitheatre at Hallett Cove 

sheltered some remnant flora like Thelymitra nuda, Caladenia latifolia, C. brumalis?, Diuris behrii and D. 

palustris. 

 

Orchids of conservation significance in the Southern Lofty Region include Caladenia argocalla, endangered, C. 

bicalliata, rare, C. brumalis, vulnerable, C. filamentosa var. tentaculata, C. prolata, and C. stricta common. 

Leptoceras menziesii, Microtis arenaria, M. frutetorum and Thelymitra chasmogama are uncommon in their 

former regions today. 

 

With the revelations and practical information obtained in this book, the members of NOSSA may one day again 

be able to have orchids abundantly growing in the city and suburbs of Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges. Can we 

do more than hope the amalgamation of the city councils could lead to this trend of putting original flora back into 

the parks.?  
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FROM YOUR LIBRARY  by GEOFF EDWARDS, Librarian  

 

This month we have a mix, a few new editions for the library and a few that I have chosen to make up the 

numbers. I trust that you will find them all interesting. Three books fall into the category of new editions, they 

being: 

 

Lasianthera - The Scientific Journal for the Orchidacae of Papua New Guinea, Volume No.1, Issue No.1, June - 

December 1996, published by the National Capital Botanical Gardens, Boroka, Papua New Guinea. 

 

Many will remember this journal when it was launched at the 3rd Australasian Native Orchid Conference here in 

Adelaide last year by the new curator of the Botanical Gardens, Mr. Justin Tkatchenko. Mr Tkatchenko has 

established an excellent working relationship with botanists at the Australian National Botanical Gardens in 

Canberra, ACT. One outcome is the publication of this journal, with future issues being published twice per year. 

Papers in this first issue are provided by Dr Mark Clements and Dr David Jones. A number of new species are 

covered and are delightfully presented with illustrations in colour and detailed botanical drawings in black. This is 

a high quality production. 

 

 

A revised Nomenclature for 'Orchids of Australia' by W H Nicholls, by Jeffrey Jeanes, published by the National 

Herbarium of Victoria, Royal Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, Victoria, 1997. 

 

The work by Nicholls appeared as a single complete volume in 1969. It is still regarded as one of the great works 

on the subject. The editors ensured the text accurately reflected the taxonomy of Australian Orchids as understood 

at that time. Since then a great deal of research has been devoted to Australian orchids and vast changes to 

taxonomy and nomenclature have occurred. This has meant that the work of Nicholls is now less accessible to 

students of orchidology who aim to keep abreast of changes. The colour plates remain just as beautiful and useful, 

but as time goes by it becomes increasingly difficult to relate these images to the individual taxa as understood 

today, and to the currently accepted nomenclature. The booklet is designed to overcome these problems. The 

currently accepted scientific name is provided for each taxon depicted by Nicholls. Nomenclature and taxonomy 

is based largely on Clements (1989), but also on other references. Where there was uncertainty in the 

identification of a taxon, the most likely name was chosen based in part on provenance. It must be understood. 

however, the nomenclature contained in the book does not have universal acceptance and is likely to change as a 

result of on-going research. A short Biography of William Henry Nicholls (1885-1951) adds interest. 

 

 

A Guide to the Monocotyledons of Papua New Guinea, Part 4, 'The Orchidacae' by N H S Howcroft, edited by 

Johns and Hay, 1984.  

 

Note - this manual has been presented to the Society by Mr Roy Hargreaves. The author worked in Papua New 

guinea as a silviculturist for many years, during which time he built up an unrivalled knowledge of local orchids, 

The guide should prove invaluable to all interested in the flora of Papua New guinea. Most original plates in the 

text have been drawn by the author. The treatment of the orchids, in three parts, cover all the known genera of the 

time, of which there were about 125. Three existing books are covered, one with a difference: 

 

 

Dendrobium Orchids of Australia, by Walter T Upton, 1989.  

 

This is a publication well known to many of us, with the genus Dendrobium having a special place among the 

orchids native to Australia. Of the orchids generally present in Australia, Dendrobium has the largest number of 

non-terrestrial species, many of which have large, colourful or showy flowers, making it natural that hybridisers 

of Australian orchids have concentrated on this genus. Wal Upton is well known as a fine grower of orchids. Ably 

assisted by Jill, he has directed his recent energies and expertise to the growing of  'our' orchids. The book 

commences with the foundation of the genus. The author gives descriptions of all the species in Australia and, 

characteristically, reveals all his cultural methods and techniques of hybridisation. The text is complemented by 

the author's line drawings and delightful colour photographs. This is a work of great value to all orchid lovers, be 

they specialist or amateur (and my copy is personally signed by the author!).  
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Clifton Pugh's, 'A Year of Orchids', text by Campbell and Beardsell, drawings and paintings by Pugh, Strampp 

and Beardsell, 1983.  

 

This is something different! It is about the orchids of the Yarra River system and ranges north and east of 

Melbourne, Victoria. In the initial pages the region, environment and major habitats are introduced, with aspects 

of general orchid taxonomy, ecology and conservation covered. The orchid year starts in spring and moves 

through the seasons, with paintings and associated text arranged in order of flowering time, first in seasons and 

then in months. Colour paintings and black and white drawings are life size and show associated plant species, 

and where possible have been done 'in situ'. Notes on identification of habitat, the fruits, buds and leaves of most 

of the eucalypt species occurring in the region are also illustrated. Quotations from 'The Year Around in 

Timberland', by C J Dennis, published in 1915, add to the charm of this large book. 

 

 

Native Orchids of Australia by David L Jones (line drawings by Jones and Bolger). 1988.  

 

The text of this comprehensive book includes brief but diagnostic accounts of all of the then currently recognised 

Australian orchid taxa. It includes details on the propagation, cultivation, housing and pests of orchids. The style 

makes for easy reading. It is for the dedicated orchid enthusiast, the professional botanist as well as anyone with a 

casual interest in Australia's flora. Botanical terms have been used in species descriptions, but kept to a minimum. 

The book is divided into three sections covering 27 chapters (656 pages) with an alphabetical layout for species 

within chapters. The detailed index has been specially compiled with botanical and common names to facilitate 

ease of use of the book, Line drawings and delightful colour plates add to the pleasure of this publication (and one 

day I might get my copy signed by the author). 

 

PLEASANT READING. 

 

 

 

N.O.S.S.A. OPEN DAY  by THELMA BRIDLE  

 

On Sunday 15th June, N.O.S.S.A. members were invited to an open day at Les Nesbitt's followed by George 

Nieuwenhoven's. This was of interest as open day visits to members orchid collections have not been available for 

some time. 

 

About 15 members and visitors met to view Les' collection. Having closed his nursery at Kersbrook has meant an 

extension to Les' home-based collection, where he still finds time to run a mail order service of native terrestrials. 

His collection is established under shadecloth with a north-south aspect. The Thelymitras grow centrally to make 

the most of summer sun. A small heated greenhouse grows the tropical terrestrials and Les has some attractive 

Dendrobium bigibbum here, and other Queensland natives. Les has quite a large collection of plants from rescue 

digs, acquired over a number of years. This season he has flowered Leporella fimbriata, from a rescue dig at 

Lucindale. This is a difficult species to flower but strangely another member has also had a Leporella from 

Lucindale flower this year. 

 

Les demonstrated his potting-on technique from tubes, which tend to get rather wet in winter, to larger pots with a 

greater soil volume to prevent water-logging and risk of tuber rotting. His tried and true mixture of 50:50 loam 

and sand is very free-draining and casuarina 'needles' used as a mulch, after shredding with a lawn mower on the 

driveway. Les still has enough room for a lawn and a few vegetables and the most magnificent Daphne bush, 

which was in full flower. Obviously he has excellent green fingers. 

 

After a welcome cup of tea we drove the short distance to George Nieuwenhoven's house. George grows some of 

his larger orchids in the garden. The Dendrobiums seem hard to flower this way but epiphytic orchids in an 

established pittosporum are well adapted. George's collection faces north, although tall trees nearby block some of 

the sunlight. George has 'plastic' roofs on his shadehouse and a heated house with double-insulated plastic walls 

and roof. George has a very varied collection of terrestrials and epiphytes as well as a large collection of 

carnivorous plants. I think George's collection of sundews, Venus fly traps, sarracenias (pitcher plants) and 

Nepenthes (hanging pitcher plants) is more comprehensive than that in the  
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Adelaide Botanic Gardens. One wall is filled with 'air plants' Tillsandias etc, which I have never had any success 

with, their appearance of suspended animation degenerating slowly to a complete lack of animation. George has 

set up some ingenious devices for using almost all available space for his extensive collection of orchids. George 

still has lawn, vegetables and a fernery in his garden. 

 

I was surprised that the percentage of garden dedicated to the growing of orchids was sufficient for both Les and 

George to each be able to provide a number of magnificent flowering plants for the bench at N.O.S.S.A. meetings 

every month, and then provide large displays of flowering plants for shows. It was an inspiring afternoon and I 

recommend all members to take the opportunity of visiting collections. Many thanks to Les & George for their 

hospitality and sharing some of the knowledge they have acquired over the years on the cultivation of native 

orchids. 

 

 

 

ENID ROBERTSON AM  

The following article was adapted by Bette Robertson from the original nomination for the Queens Birthday 

Honours List. 

 

Enid Robertson received the award of Member of the Order of Australia in the recent Queen's Birthday Honours 

List. 

 

Enid has made an outstanding voluntary contribution to the conservation and management of native vegetation in 

South Australia, not only in research, planning and administration in both the government and private spheres, but 

also in her tireless commitment to hands-on work in the bush and to community education. She epitomises the 

best in volunteer work, as leader, organiser and educator, and as one who never asks more - physically or 

mentally - of others than she does herself. 

 

Her paid work was as a systematic botanist, specialising in the 1
st
 20 years of her career in the taxonomy of 

marine algae and seagrasses as a research assistant in the Botany Department of the University of Adelaide. 

However, a good part of Enid's work has always been preformed voluntarily and since her retirement in 1987 she 

has worked full time on a variety of ambitious conservation activities - and in doing so has involved and inspired 

hundreds of other South Australians. 

 

The Watiparinga Reserve Management Plan (Adelaide, 1984), in which Enid described her minimum-disturbance 

management techniques, has been widely influential - serving 'as a prototype for management plans for other 

small to medium sized nature reserves in urban areas' (Judges' citation, Inaugural Australian Heritage Award, 

Nature Conservation Category, 1986). Like all of Enid's subsequent conservation activities, the involvement of 

local residents and conservation-minded tertiary students and unemployed young people has been integral to the 

management of Watiparinga. 

 

Enid participates directly in the management of six areas of native vegetation (National Trust reserves 

Watiparinga in the Belair-Eden Hills area, Engelbrook at Bridgewater, H K Fry at Crafers, and Nurrutti at 

Aldgate, and the Marino and Scott Creek Conservation Parks) in regular hands-on working bees as well as 

management committees. She also takes an active interest in numerous other reserves and parks, and participates 

in the annual Friends of Parks and Consultative committees' forums organised by the National Parks and Wildlife. 

 

 

(Edit. Enid joined N.O.S.S.A. in May 1979 and has inspired numerous N.O.S.S.A. members, including myself, to 

work on projects such as control of the orchid weed Monadenia, Bridle Creeper etc). 


