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NOVEMBER MEETING 

 

Tuesday, November 25 at 8.00 pm: at St Matthews Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. Grand Auction and Christmas 

Party. Bring a plate of food and items suitable to auction ie plants, orchid or otherwise, orchid art, books Also 

bring your spare cash to buy any of the above. Come and join the fun. The Auctioneer will be Les Nesbitt.  

 

Doors to the hall will be open at 7.15 pm for those wishing to borrow books from the library or take in items for 

the trading table. 
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DIARY DATES 

 

Nov 23 Duck Orchid Excursion Kangarilla  

Nov 30 Christmas Barbecue Hazelwood Park  

Jan 24 Dipodiurn roseum Excursion Aldgate Valley  

Feb 5 - Spiranthes Excursion Nangkita  

March 5 Genoplesium rufum Excursion  

April 19  Genoplesium lineare Excursion Halbury 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

To be held at 7.30 pm Wednesday 3'd December at the home of Bob Bates & Kerry Jolly 33 Portmarnock Street 

Fairview Park  
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Next Field Trip  

 

Kuitpo Duck Orchid Special. Meet 10 am, Kangarilla Shop, Sunday November 23 

Bring a picnic lunch. 

 

 

 

 

ON THE BENCH  

 

TERRESTRIALS  

Caladenia patersonii, Chiloglottis aff. sphyrnoides (Barrington 

Tops), C. trapeziformis, Diuris spathulata, D. aurea x 

emarginata, D. brevifolia x D. sulphurea, D. punctata, D. 

sulphurea , D. Dragonfly, D x Pioneer, Pterostylis biseta, P. 

baptistii, P. lingua, P. Walpamur.  

 

The hybrid Diuris seem to get bigger and brighter with each 

flowering. 

 

EPIPHYTES  

Cymbidium canaliculatum, Dendrobium kingianum, D. 

monophyllum, D. semifuscum, D. Sarah Jane, Rhinochilus 

Dorothy x Sarcochilus hartmannii, Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii, S. 

hartmannii, S. Fitzhart, S. Winehart, S. Pinkhart, S. Pinkie x 

Heidi, Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii x Parachilus 'Selwyn' 

 

It was certainly Sarcochilus month. 

 

 

Judging and popular vote results for October will appear in the December Journal 

 

 

 

OCTOBER SPEAKER 

 

Past President Kevin Western spoke on his recent research in breeding of Australian native Orchids especially 

terrestrials. Kevin obtained mycorrhizal fungus cultures from Dr J. Warcup in the 1970's and used this 

successfully to flask epiphytes and terrestrials especially Pterostylis. He has also done a lot of hand pollinating in 

the bush. Kevin has been line breeding such species as Glossodia major at bush sites ie selfing the largest white 

flowered specimens or the deepest purples or putting pollinia of Elythranthera spp. onto local Glossodia in the 

bush. He pointed out that any hybrids made will not affect the local gene pools as they are not expected to cross 

naturally. Kevin has put many native species out of flask onto his own bush block. 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BARBECUE 

 

 This years' barbecue will be held on SUNDAY 30 th NOVEMBER commencing at 11a.m. The venue is 

Hazelwood Park (off Greenhill Rd. Leabrook). Meet on the north side of the park. Cost is $2 per head, please 

bring drinks, salads and desert - meat is provided ! All members and guests are welcome. Bring portable 

barbecues in case we don't get the electric ones.  

 

Come and have a great time !  
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WANTED Articles wanted for your journal, either on paper or on IBM computer disk. Especially on epiphytes or 

field trip reports. We are also keen to get original art and photos suitable for photocopying. 

 

 

 

AUSTRALIAN DENDROBIUMS NO. 22  

Dendrobium mortii  

 

Named by Ferdinand von Mueller in 1859 after T.S. Mort the 

collector of the Type plant. 

 

Restricted to the highlands about the NSW/QLD border, that 

is, the McPherson Range and Barrington Tops. D. mortii is 

found only in the upper branches of rainforest trees mostly 

about 1000 metres above sea level. 

 

It is a distinctive species identified by its pendulous habit, the 

cylindrical leaves and the largely single yellowish flowers 

with strongly recurved white labellum often with blotches. 

 

D. mortii was until 1990 known as D. tenuissimum. 

 

Hybrids occasionally occur with D. pugioniforme and D. 

bowmanii. 

 

D. mortii can be grown in Adelaide if mounted on a slab of 

tree fern and given cool humid conditions with plenty of air 

movement. It does well in higher parts of the Adelaide Hills 

in frost free areas. 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY BOOKS  

 

Please return all library books at the November meeting! 

 

 

 

 

 

SURVEY OF CAPE GANTHAUME CONSERVATION PARK  

 

This survey is now completed. It was most successful and several new plant species were recorded for Kangaroo 

Island. Many orchids were seen. See full report in December Journal! 

 

There will be No meetings of the society in December or January. The first meeting of 3rd 1998 will be Tuesday 

February 3
rd

. 

 

 

 

SHOW 2000  

Gerry Came is organising a group towards a tour group for Show 2000: Please see Gerry if you wish to help. 

 

 

Committee Members Needed The Annual General Meeting will be held in March , we will need several new 

office bearers!  
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CONSERVATION GROUP REPORT 12/10/97  by Thelma Bridle 

 

The annual Monadenia weeding at Kuitpo forest was held earlier this year in order to eliminate plants prior to 

their flowering. In this we were successful only finding a few plants with flower spikes, not yet in flower. There 

were many plants however and with a combination of digging out and spot weeding with Zero there should be 

about 500 fewer plants this season.  

 

Another trip to Kuitpo will be arranged later this year, for those members interested in seeing the duck orchids 

(Caleana sp.) in flower and to monitor the success of weeding. Any further Monadenia weeding required will be 

carried out at the same time. The day was a little cool with only Thelymitra antennifera flowering amongst the 

many sun orchids. There was a spectacular display of spring flowers ranging from the tiny pink carnivorous 

bladderwort (Utricularia tenella) and book trigger plant (Stylidium calcaratum) to the larger yellow Hibbertia 

stricta and white tea tree (Leptospermum sp.) with all sizes and colours between and a great number of Glossodia 

major in flower. 

 

Orchids seen : a in flower b in bud Thelymitra pauciflora (b), Th. antennifera (f), Th. flexuosa (b), Th. cameo. (b), 

Th. rubra (b), Th. nuda (b), Th. juncifolia (b), Caladenia prolata (f), C. tentaculata (f), Microtis sp. (f), Glossodia 

major (f), Acianthus caudatus (f), Pterostylis pedunculata (f), P. nutans (f), P. foliata (f), Diuris corymbosa (f), 

Pyrorchis nigricans (leaves). 

 

In the afternoon we drove to Hardy's Scrub, part ofthe Onkaparinga River Recreation Park. Again there were 

many flowers about but we were totally focused on orchids. The Thelymitra grandiflora, of which we found 6 

flowering spikes, were almost in flower, one spike was actually half over. Another spike had very dark, almost 

purple flowers. We found 3 Prasophyllums, the purple P. fitzgeraldii and green P. pallidum, both strongly 

scented. P. goldsackii 'var. aenigmum' proved very elusive, until Phil found the first specimen. After that the other 

14 flowering spikes in the same area became much easier to locate. Most of these tiny half-opening flowers were 

over, but we were pleased to see the species thriving, as they were only found in the Adelaide Hills for the first 

time last spring.  

 

Despite many Thelymitra rubra having flowered in the warm sunshine during the week, there are still many to 

come and many Th. juncifolia which are increasing in numbers and spreading in the park. Caladenia leptochila is 

widespread on the bare stony soil with C.. tentaculata in the more fertile soils. The disappointment was with 

Thelymitra benthamiana. At the end of August Phil and I found only 5 leaves. Although the number of leaves had 

increased to 12 all had rust and had not developed as far as we would have expected, nor did they have flower 

buds. This vulnerable population seems to be in decline, for no immediately apparent reason. 

 

Orchids seen : f in flower b in bud  

 

Thelymitra benthamiana (leaves), Th. grandiflora (b), Th. antennifera (f), Th. pauciflora (b), Th. nuda (b), Th. 

rubra (b), Th. juncifolia (b), Caladenia tentaculata (f), Cal. leptochila (f), Cal. carnea (f), Pyrorchis nigricans (f), 

Glossodia major (f), Microtis sp. (f), Prasophyllum pallidum (f), P. fitzgeraldii (f), P. goldsackii var. aenigmum 

(f), Pterostylis foliata (f). 

 

 

 

 

UNUSUAL FIND AT HALBURY SCRUB An article by Barbara Bayley in the August Journal discussed the 

orchids she had seen at Halbury in the past few years. The most significant of these is the un-named Greenhood 

simply referred to as Pterostylis 'Halbury'. The Threatened Plant action group visited in October to survey 

population size  
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and threats. Over 200 plants were located but the surprise was in finding a single each of plant Pterostylis 

boormanii and P. pusilla. This is the closest P. boormanii has been found to Adelaide and raises the question 'Is 

Pterostylis ' Halbury' a stabilised hybrid. Further to Barbara's comment about rabbits and Thelymitra nuda never 

flowering at Halbury we were lucky enough to see 5 plants in full bloom and hand pollinate a few flowers. 

Significantly no rabbits were seen. 

 

 

 

 

CONSERVATION GROUP REPORT - 28/9/97 

 

Belair National Park.  

 

7 Conservation Group members met at Belair to continue the survey of the 3 sites in the park. It was a beautiful 

sunny morning but a little early in the day for the many Thelymitra antennifera flowers to be out. Many sun 

orchids were in bud on the first 2 sites with Thelymitra antennifera, Th. rubra, Th. pauciflora and Th. flexuosa 

quite common at the first site. The bush was very colourful with large clumps of Diuris corymbosa flowering and 

large patches of the bright blue Chamaescilla coryrnbosa with white early nancies (Wurmbea dioica) and yellow 

Hypoxis vaginata .  

 

Leptoceras menziesii were in bud at the 3rd site and Glossodia 

major was just coming into flowering. After completing work at the 

survey sites we drove to the Government Farm Oval to see Diuris 

behrii and the large-flowered hybrids with D. corymbosa. Also the 

spotted hybrid between D. behrii and D. pardina (x palachila) was 

flowering. Here we found Leptoceras menziesii in flower and bud 

and Prasophyllum pruinosum and Thelymitra nuda both in bud. By 

now the sun had coaxed the Th. antennifera into full flower and 

there was a large clump growing at this site.  

 

After lunch we drove the few kilometres to Scott Creek 

Conservation Park to look for Caladenia gladiolata and C. rigida. 

Again the bush was looking very colourful and particularly 

noticeable was the pink Tetratheca pilosa. Pterostylis pedunculata, 

P. nutans, Cyrtostylis reniformis, Diuris corymbosa and D. pardina 

were all in flower. Pterostylis foliata had finished flowering, 

Caladenia sp., Glossodia major and Thelymitra antennifera were all 

in bud. A single flower of Pterostylis plumosa and Caladenia 

tentaculata were found and Caladenia carnea in flower. Some 

possible buds of Caladenia rigida were found, but still some way 

from flowering.  

 

The kookaburras found the sight highly amusing as we made our 

way very carefully down over loose slippery rocks to the area where 

Caladenia gladiolata (SA's rarest orchid) grows. Here we found a 

total of 9 plants, 7 with flowers or buds. 2 open flowers were 

pollinated after the photographers had finished with the flowers. The 

number of C. gladiolata has not changed since 1993, when I first 

saw them, so this population is extremely vulnerable and unlikely to 

survive long term unless numbers can be increased. This makes hand-pollination of these rare orchids very 

important. As we left the park Pterostylis x ingens was found growing on a mossy bank. This is a hybrid between 

P. nutans and P. furcata. As P. furcata does not grow in the Adelaide hills this is not a natural hybrid, but 

interesting to see with its narrow, upright flower. This concluded what we had all found to be a most enjoyable 

spring day.  
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• Due to the part sale of TELSTRA money has become available for more conservation projects including the 

acquisition of a grassland reserve in the mid north around Mount Cone. Already orchids have been seen in the 

area. Money has also been allocated for extensions to several of our best parks ie Mount Brown CP 

 

 

 

 

TUBER BANK 1997-8 -    Thelma O'Neill  

 

Calling all terrestrial orchid growers!  

 

Wanted donations of tubers for the tuber bank.  

 

At this stage we want only the details of what 

you can provide.  

 

i.e. names of species and hybrids, where they 

came from and how many! 

 

Details by 30 November. Ring 08 844 36535.  

 

More details in December. The Tuber- bank list 

and order forms will be in the December journal. 

 

 

 

 

RECENT NEW ORCHID RECORDS FOR THE ADELAIDE HILLS 

 

Despite being the best botanised area of South Australia new orchid records are made for the Adelaide Hills 

almost every year. In 1996 it was Prasophyllum goldsackii ('P. aenigmum'). This year three suspected occurrences 

have been verified.  

 

Pterostylis x ingens was seen on the Conservation Group outing to Scott Creek CP. As this is a hybrid between 

Pterostylis nutans and Pterostylis falcata it was assumed that both species must occur near the hybrid. Pterostylis 

nutans is common at Scott Creek but P. falcata had not been located. As there is plenty of Silky Ti-tree near the 

old Almanda Silver mine and this is a favoured habitat of P. falcata we began our search there. It wasn't long 

before we found a colony of this species which is very rare in SA and has never before been collected in the 

Adelaide Hills despite the many reports.  

 

The only species of the Caladenia dilatata complex ever collected in the Adelaide Hills is the ubiquitous 

Caladenia tentaculata, although Caladenia verrucosa has been collected in Sandy Creek CP just north of the 

Adelaide Hills and Caladenia stricta grows at Waitpinga CP south of the Adelaide Hills. Years ago I found an 

unusual plant similar to C. dilatata near Kuitpo but this was not collected and despite many searches not found 

there again so I was delighted when Thelma O'Neill showed me photos of the same species which she had taken 

in October this year at   Belair. (See article below.) Thelma pollinated a flower so we hope there will be more in a 

few years.  

 

Examination of the photos indicated the plants belong to a possible new species possibly endemic to the lost 

grasslands of the Adelaide Hills and next year attempts will be made to catch the insects which pollinate it and 

this will help to show if it belongs to any known species; even if it turns out to be just a form of Caladenia tensa it 

will still be a new record for the Adelaide Hills  
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Introduced species continue to be found. Wally Walloscheck recently discovered a colony of Chiloglottis 

trapeziformis near his home at Cherry Gardens. This almost certainly is an escape from cultivation. 

 

 

 

WISE WORDS FROM ROGER RANKINE  

 

Over watering causes nearly half our orchid ills - and under watering the other half. 

 

The only time to believe any orchid show judge is when your plant wins. 

 

 

 

 

THE STRANGER - THELMA O'NEILL 

 

SCENE ONE : Along the track at Belair October 1993, an 

Orchid nut with camera. "Aha! You look different my spider 

friend. Are you the new Caladenia tensa? Haven't anything like 

you here, eh? Come on camera let's record this 'stranger'." 

 

The photographs indicated a Caladenia of the dilatata group, 

sepals and petals were twisted and curling awkwardly, due 

possibly to unidentified disease , insect attack etc. Opinion was 

that this was a diseased Caladenia tentaculata, however I 

determined to visit the following year. 

 

 

SCENE TWO : October 1994 Caladenia leaf with flower stalk. 

Stalk cruelly amputated. Suspect : BEAST ! 

 

 

SCENE THREE: October 1995  

One small Caladenia leaf 

 

 

SCENE FOUR: October 1996  

No Caladenia leaves. 

 

 

SCENE FIVE: October 1997 

JUBILATION! A glorious twin flowered robust Caladenia displaying characteristics of C. dilatata/C. tensa 

types.  

 

A later visit records a plump seed pod developing. Its promise to the future. Will the site support this promise?  
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1997 The Season that was:  

 

South of Clare there was a good start to the season and it looked like there would be a bumper flowering but by 

mid winter the talk was of drought due to El Nino. We expected a total wipe-out of orchids up North.  

 

The dry conditions retarded flowering throughout. September rains gave a brighter outlook; predictions were for 

an above average wheat crop. Due to record low rainfall for the March-July period in the Flinders and Gawler 

ranges there was no sign of Caladenia, Diuris and Thelymitra at most sites and although the resilient 'rufa group' 

Pterostylis were budding up they were 2-4 weeks late.  

 

By late September the orchids in the Mount Lofty Ranges were looking great but only the common species. A 3 

week rainless period saw flowers collapsing by late October, November flowering species were aborting. By the 

time heavy rain fell at the start of November it was too late.  

 

The farmers were happy as their deep rooted crops struggled through the long rainless periods and took off after 

each rain but the shallow rooted orchids could not cope as well. Only in the coastal fringe could it have been 

described as a reasonable season and only in the South East was it above average - they often have too much rain 

so drier than normal was good in some places! 

 

 

 

 

PERSONALITY PROFILE - RON ROBJOHNS  

 

Ron is a Foundation and Life member of NOSSA. At the very first meeting held at Goodwood Boys High School 

in 1976 a Treasurer was needed. Ron took the job as he was a retired Government auditor. His vast experience 

meant that he was a natural for the job but who would have thought Ron would hold the position for the next 20 

years! Being a man of many talents Ron then took on the job of drawing up a Constitution for the Society, 

amazingly this Constitution remains almost unchanged to this day. 

 

Ron was part of the team which printed out the first NOSSA journals. At first this was on Gestetner, later on the 

notorious Roneo. Of course Ron must have turned those handles many thousands of times. Ron still helps with 

journals 21 years on. Other jobs Ron did included collecting the Society's mail and ordering, recording and 

distribution of the many orchid books offered to members over the years. Collecting subs, helping at shows and 

rescue digs, payment of subscriptions to various societies and organisations. Ron must have attended over 200 

committee meetings, many held at Ron's home because of its central location. Then there was all those suppers of 

sandwiches and cake, tea and coffee so we must thank Ron's wife as well!  

 

At one stage Ron was NOSSA President and treasurer! How then did he also have time to be a member of the 

Orchidaceous Society and NEDOS as well? He has also worked as a member of the Australian Orchid Foundation 

for many years. Ron and his wife have been growing epiphytes for forty years and he has recently added a cool 

glasshouse to his system. Ron favours large specimen plants, in fact he grows Dendrobium speciosum in a 

wheelbarrow. 

 

Ron has also contributed articles to the NOSSA and other journals especially on epiphytes. Lets hope we all have 

such a successful and busy retirement! Well done and many thanks Ron.  
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WILDFLOWERS IN WATERCOLOUR 

 Jan Woodman's Exhibition at Yarrabee 

 

On November the 7
th
 I was lucky enough to attend the opening of Jan Woodman's exhibition. This, Jan's third 

solo exhibition at Yarrabee consists of 45 works. Although the majority of the pieces are in watercolour other 

media such as pencil, acrylic and embroidery have been used. 

 

In addition to studying flower painting between 1983 and 1987, Jan studied plants and their structure under the 

tutelage of the botanists at the State Herbarium of South Australia in the Botanic Gardens: Jan has a particular 

love for the smaller herbaceous native plants, orchids, fungi and all life found among the leaf litter and debris of 

the forest floor and her regard is evident in this collection of her work.  

 

Orchids are strongly featured, painted with accuracy and attention to detail, examples include Caladenia rigida, 

Pterostylis cucullata, Caladenia tentaculata, Diuris corymbosa and Glossodia major. Each of the works are 

beautifully framed and hung.  

 

Jan says "By painting life-size botanically accurate plant studies I hope to show their fragility and beauty, to 

promote interest in their preservation and help the flower lover identify the different plants." I believe she has 

achieved this ambition in this extraordinary compilation of her work. The exhibition, which celebrates the 20
th
 

anniversary of the Friends is open daily 10a.m to 4p.m at Yarrabee Gallery Adelaide Botanic Gardens until 

November 30 th. Kerry 

 

 

 

 

WISE WORDS FROM ROGER RANKINE  

 

A great orchid is just a tiny speck of seed which held its ground 

 

A wife knows she is losing her touch when her husband starts looking at his orchids the way he used to look at 

her. 

 

Travel can broaden the mind especially if you stop off at a few orchid nurseries. 

 

He who tells others how to grow orchids is wise, he who grows them himself is mighty. 
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