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FEBRUARY MEETING 

 

Tuesday, February 24
th
 at 8.00 pm: St Matthews Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington.  

 

Doors open at 7.15 to allow trading table and library to proceed. 

 

PAGE  CONTENTS  AUTHOR  

1  Diary Dates  

2  The Genus Dockrillia addenda  Reg Shooter  

3  Weekend Trip to the Grampians  Thelma Bridle  

5  Belair Conservation Visit  Doug Bickerton  

6  Australian Dendrobiums  Sandy Phillips  

8  Botanists of the Orchids number 24  Bob Bates  

9  A New Genus Waireia in New Zealand  Mark Phillips  

10  How Safe our Reserves and Parks 

 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

March 10 Conservation meeting Gerry Carne's  

March 15 Genoplesium rufum excursion Jupiter Creek  

March 19 Field trip planning Gerry's  

March 24 Annual General Meeting  

April 19 Genoplesium lineare excursion Halbury  

May 8 Annual Dinner Walkerville 

 

 

 

Next Field Trip  

 

Genoplesium rufum. Jupiter Creek Sunday March 15. Meet Mylor oval gate at 10 am. Morning trip only. 

 

 

 

Next committee meeting: at Iris Freeman's 18 Justina Place, Surrey Downs on Wednesday March 18th at 7:30. 

 

 

 

Wanted: Nominations for committee and leadership positions at the next meeting. 

 

All positions will be declared a pen at the Annual General Medina  
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1998 Journal Cover  

 

The endemic Diuris brevifolia drawn by Nancy Nieuwenhoven wife of our President and provider of much 

previous artwork. Well done! 

 

 

 

CONSERVATION GROUP  Gerry Carne  

 

A meeting to prepare the 1998 agenda will be held at the home of Gerry Carne, 118 Hewitt Ave. Toorak Gdns at 

7:30 Tuesday March 10. Meeting to close by 9:30. All interested members should attend with ideas to make 1998 

a great year for orchid conservation. 

 

 

 

ANOS CONFERENCE AND ORCHID SHOW 2000  

 

I would like to arrange a meeting for members interested in preparing a super display for the Australian Native 

Orchid Show and Conference in Melbourne in October 2000. It will not be difficult if we plan ahead.  

 

We will need: growers, artists, carpenters, ideas people etc. Please let Gerry know if attending at or before the 

February meeting. (Ph. 8332 7730). See next journal for meeting details. 

 

 

1998 FIELD TRIPS:  

 

A meeting will be held at Gerry's on Thurs. March 19 at 7:30. See Gerry at the next meeting if you can attend. We 

would like to have an exciting set of excursions in 1998. 

 

 

NOSSA does not condone the deliberate (or careless accidental) introduction of any orchids 

into the wild in South Australia. We will continue to report any such introductions in the 

Journal as this is the best way to pass on information to those who can deal with these 

matters. NOSSA is not a policing body however. 

 

 

THE GENUS DOCKRILLIA PART 2  by Reg Shooter  

 

Unfortunately the list of Dockrillia species in the last Journal was incomplete. Apologies from Reg and the 

editors! Here are the missing ones: 

 

Dockrillia racemosa  Dockrillia rigida 

 

Dockrillia schoenina  Dockrillia striolata 

 

Dockrillia teretifolia  Dockrillia vagens 

 

Dockrillia wassellii  Dockrillia linguiformis 

 

All the above except for D. vagens occur in the Australian area.  
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Change to NOSSA rules:  

 

Suggested New rule: "Committee may recommend to an Annual General Meeting that a member whose conduct 

and service to the Society has been of outstanding value be elected a life member. Life Membership will carry all 

the rights and obligations of ordinary membership except the payment of annual membership fees." (Adapted 

from ANOS Australia rules). 

 

Old rule: " Life members may be elected at any Annual General Meeting of the Society on the recommendation of 

the Management Committee, and thereafter shall be entitled to the full privileges of membership without payment 

of annual subscription. The number of Life Members shall not exceed five at any one time. Not more than one 

Life Member shall be elected in any biennium. A register of all life members shall be maintained by the 

Secretary." 

 

It is proposed that- this amendment be voted on at the next Annual General Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

WEEKEND FIELD TRIP TO THE GRAMPIANS 1-2/11/97  by Thelma Bridle 

 

David Pettifor arranged a weekend field trip the Grampians, to visit many of the sites previously visited by the 

Victorian group in 1996. The trip had taken four days last year, but there were thirty-four members all taking 

photographs. There were only seven South Australians on this trip, which meant we could get around quicker and 

we certainly had a busy weekend. The weather remained fine although some roads were impassable and there was 

a fair amount of surface water from the recent storms. 

 

On Saturday we started at the Stawell Racecourse where there is a particularly concentrated colony of Thelymitra 

megcalyptra in a variety of shades from almost purple through blues to white. T. megcalyptra was until recently 

included with T. nuda. This orchid has a broader column, a slightly larger flower than T. nuda and overlapping 

sepals with broad spoon-shaped petals. It is usually found in the south of both South Australia and Victoria. Also 

present were T. pauciflora although it wasn't quite warm enough for the sun orchid flowers to be out, and 

unfortunately the Prasophyllum species which grow here had finished flowering as had the Diuris sp. 

 

We moved on to Lake Fyans and again found 

T. megcalyptra amongst the large stands of 

Stylidium graminifolium. Here Caladenia 

patersonii and Caladenia versicolor had both 

finished flowering. The beautiful Diuris 

punctata grew in a widespread colony. This 

orchid is becoming less common in Victoria 

due particularly to agricultural requirements 

(destruction of habitat, herbicide spraying 

etc.) decreasing native grasslands. 

 

After lunch we headed towards Mt.  



 

4  

Zero. On the roadside a couple of kilometres from Hall's Gap a number of Gastrodia sesamoides had almost 

finished flowering and here also in the sphagnum was a colony of Chiloglottis valida. We stopped at Heatherlie 

Quarry (the old sandstone quarry) to see Calochilus paludosus. Only one specimen was located, with the flower 

not quite open. These bearded orchids choose to grow in the sandy storm water run-offs. The Grampians' climate 

becomes drier towards Mt. Zero, but the wildflowers of the region are well adapted. The large-flowered tea tree 

(Leptospermum turbinatum) together with pink Calytrix tetragona, Melaleuca and white smoke-bush 

(Conospermum mitchellii) combine to make a profusion of colour in the bush. 

 

The lower slopes of Mt. Zero had few orchids - an exception being C. cucullata - but once we reached the rocky 

outcrops, Pterostylis planulata (very similar to P. biseta of S.A.) was found growing in sheltered crevices. These 

rufa group greenhoods were then found all the way to the top of Mt. Zero. On the slopes were Diuris pardina, 

Thelymitra nuda and Th. pauciflora in bud, Pterostylis longifolia (flowers over) and Pterostylis pusilla, Caladenia 

tentaculata and the variable Caladenia iridescens. The flowers on this orchid range from green to bronze and 

even pink. The backs of the sepals are covered with maroon, glandular hairs which adds to their attractiveness 

when viewed with a hand lens. 

 

After a late tea in Hall's Gap we were all pleased to drop into bed knowing that Sunday was also to be a busy day 

with an early start. 

 

We drove through the Victoria Valley with its spectacular views - only seen by passengers. The road is much too 

steep, narrow and winding for the driver to be able to take advantage of the scenery. The Moora track was quite 

wet, but dry enough for walking. The small yellow Thelymitra flexuosa was in bud, Glossodia major in flower 

and Thelymitra rubra and T. juncifolia both in bud. There were a number of Caladenia gracilis in flower, ranging 

from plain white inside to the most attractive form with deep pink inside the petal and sepal tips. A number of 

Diuris sulphurea were found amongst the yacca, hibbertia and tea tree shrubs which dominated the drier parts, 

with many small swamp plants in the wetter areas. On the Serra Road Leptoceras menziesii leaves were found 

together with Caladenia carnea and C. gracilis flowers. Due to flooding across the road we were unable to 

continue along Serra Road. 

 

At the fire dam where the Glenelg River Road crosses Green 

Creek Road, we had hoped to see Pterostylis falcata and 

Pterostylis x ingens. However the fire dam had overflowed 

and flooded the surrounding area and all we managed to find 

were some Corybas leaves and Caladenia carnea in flower. 

 

Mt. Sturgeon is the southernmost peak in the Grampians and 

on the lower, cool slopes a number of orchids were found. 

Calochilus robertsonii grows in this part of the Grampians 

and was flowering. Cyrtostylis sp. were leaves only. 

Caladenia pusilla, C. carnea and C. iridescens were all in 

flower. The most notable orchid was Caleana major growing 

in large clumps (c. fifty plants each) in well disturbed sandy 

soil, but not the white sand they favour in S.A. It seemed that 

the area may have been deliberately disturbed to encourage 

growth of seedlings for there were many immature plants also, 

amongst the clumps. The flowers seemed a lighter colour than 

those in S.A., more red than maroon. Caleana major was also 

found flowering on the Dunkfield Rifle Range despite recent slashing and on the Piccaninny Track.  
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Other orchids at the Rifle Range included a number of Calochilus robertsonii, Thelymitra sp., Caladenia 

cucullata and C. iridescens. The tiny elbow orchid Arthrochilus irritabilis, a December flowering saprophyte was 

budding under the eucalypts - very hard to find, impossible without Wally's expert knowledge. 

 

The weekend total for orchid species was forty, quite an achievement for two days. Thanks to David for 

organising the trip and the other members of NOSSA who shared their knowledge and helped make the weekend 

very enjoyable.  

 

Orchids : (f) flower, (b) bud, (l) leaves, (s) seedpod 

 

Arthrochilus hunterianus (b) 9  

Caladenia carnea (f) 7,8,10,11  C. dilatata (f) 2,8  

C. cucullata (f) 5,9  C. iridescens (f) 5,8,9,10,11  

C. pusilla (f) 8,10  C. gracilis (1) 7  

C. patersonii (f) 2  C. sp. (f) 2  

C. tentaculata (f) 2,5,7,10  Corybas sp. (1) 7  

Cyrtostylis sp. (1) 8  Caleana major (f) 8,9,10  

Calochilus robertsonii (f) 8,9,10  C. paludosus (f) 4  

Chiloglottis valida (f) 3  Diuris pardina (f) 5  

D. punctata (f) 2  D. sulphurea (f) 6  

D. lanceolata (s) 2  D. sp. (s) 2  

Pterostylis longifolia  Gastrodia sesamoides (f) 3  

Glossodia major (f) 6  Leptoceras menziesii (1) 7  

Microtis arenaria (f) 2  M. frutetorum (f) 5  

Prasophyllum fitzgeraldii (f over) 1  

P. odoratum (f over) 1  Pterostylis sp. (s) 4  

P. longifolia (s) 5,8,10  P. planulata (f) 5  

P. nutans (s) 8  Pyrorchis nigricans (1) 11  

Thelymitra juncifolia(f) 6  T. rubra (f) 2,6  

T. flexuosa (f) 6  T. nuda (f) 5,10  

T. megcalyptra (f) 1,2  T. pauciflora (f) 5,7,8  

T. sp. (s) 5  

 

Sites visited :  

1 Stawell racecourse  2 Lake Fyans  

3 Mt. Zero road  4 Heatherlie Quarry  

5 Mt, Zero  6 Moora Track  

7 Serra Road  8 Mt. Sturgeon  

9 Rifle range  10 Picaninny track  

11 Mt. Abrupt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WANTED  

 

Plants and orchid paraphernalia for selling on the NOSSA Trading Table at each meeting!  

 

Articles and artwork for your Journal in 1998!  

 

Leaders to organise a weekend field-trip perhaps on Eyre Peninsula or in Victoria.  
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Belair Survey Field Trip  by Doug Bickerton  

 

December 7th, 1997 was the last official visit by the NOSSA conservation group to the Belair survey sites, after 

five years of weeding and monitoring. The only orchid in flower was Orthoceras strictum. These curious green 

flowers are very well camouflaged in the bush; but in spite of this, we managed to locate 40 in the vicinity of the 

three sites. This is a slight improvement on the 1996 count, when 36 were found in the vicinity. For the first time 

since the survey began, one of the flowers this year was growing within the transect area (and we didn't cheat!). 

 

Two of the flowers we found were the attractive brownish tricolour hybrid. Interestingly there was no evidence of 

the darker purplish form which reputedly crosses with the green form to give the tricolour. This may be because 

the darker form flowers later in the season, as sometimes happens (Bates & Weber, 1990). 

 

Now all that remains is to collate the data from the last five years, and see the results! 

 

 

 

Thanks to R.J. Edmeades for the sketch above. It shows the NOSSA. display at the Royal Show 1997 

 

 

 

Ira Butler Award 1997 

 

The winner of this Australia wide award for best native orchid hybrid went to Bernie Fletcher of New South 

Wales for his plant of Dendrobium Yondi Tina 'Goliath'. 

 

 

 

Bill Murdoch Trophy 

 

This award for best native species went to Don & Val Towell of Tasmania for Dendrobium kingianum 'Valdon'.  
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AUSTRALIAN DENDROBIUMS NO. 22  

Dendrobium nindii  

 

Named by W. Hill 1874 after T.H. Nind the 

collector of the Type plant. Previously also known 

as D. tofftii Bailey and D. ionoglossum Schlt. 

 

Restricted to the north-east of Queensland from 

Innisfail northward.. D. nindii is found in the hot, 

coastal swampy lowlands high on palms and trees 

or in gorges of the Mc Ilwraith Range. 

 

It is a distinctive species with long lasting 

antelopine flowers which individually are very 

beautiful and are quite spectacular when in a 

raceme of 20 or so. 

 

Hybrids occasionally occur with D. discolor. 

 

D. nindii is difficult to grow in Adelaide but I 

have seen it on a vertical hardwood log hung high 

in a heated glasshouse. It must be allowed to dry 

out after watering. 

 

D. nindii can be easily recognised from its stiffly 

erect dark-coloured pseudobulbs and its large, 

striped, purplish, thick-textured flowers. 

 

 

 

 

Vale Tony Spooner:  

 

Many NOSSA members would have known Dr Tony Spooner, amateur botanist and at the time of his death on 

21/12/1997 President of the South Australian Field Naturalists. Tony attended a number of NOSSA field trips and 

made some 500 collections of orchids throughout the state. Few people knew the plants of the Adelaide Hills as 

well as him.  

 

Tony was born in England in 1927 and emigrated to Australia with his wife Patricia and two sons in 1964. He 

joined such societies as the Nature Cons. Soc., Field Geology Club, WEA Ramblers, and the Broadview Probus 

Club. He collected over 16 000 plant specimens for the State Herbarium. Tony had recently retired and was a 

volunteer helping at the Herbarium. He will be sorely missed. 

 

 

 

 

TOURIST FINED FOR ORCHID SMUGGLING  

 

A GERMAN tourist was fined $10 000 for trying to smuggle Western Australian orchids out of the country. Dr 

Manfred Schoenfelder, a retired chemist from Cologne was fined for contravening federal customs laws and 

breaching the Wildlife conservation act in the Perth Court of Petty Sessions.  

 

He was caught with 66 specimens of native orchids.  

 

From the Advertiser 10-11-1997  
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BOTANISTS OF THE ORCHIDS 24    HMR Rupp  

 

Montague Rupp, clergyman and botanist, was born at 

Port Fairy Victoria. He was sent in 1884 to Geelong 

Junior Grammar School conducted by his uncle, 

Alfred Rowcroft. Rupp won a scholarship to Trinity 

College, University of Melbourne (B.A., 1897) and 

won further scholarships in natural history and 

theology. Rupp was ordained a priest in 1901 and 

held many appointments in Tasmania and NSW 

where he travelled widely.  

 

Rupp had begun recording his botanical specimens 

and observations in 1892, and from 1899 made 'a 

census of the native plants' of his parishes. By 1924 

he had decided to 'concentrate on the family which 

had attracted me the most - the orchids' and gave 

some 5000 other specimens to the University of 

Melbourne's botany school. During the next thirty 

years Rupp published over 200 papers, chiefly on the 

orchids, including descriptions of four new genera 

and over seventy new species. He wrote two 

authoritative books: a Guide to the Orchids of New 

South Wales (1930) and The Orchids of New South 

Wales (1943; reissued with supplement, 1969).  

 

In retirement Rupp lived in Sydney, cultivating 

native orchids, writing about them and working as 

honorary curator of orchids at the National Herbarium of New South Wales, to which he presented his own 

collection of 1500 specimens representing some 470 species. Rupp was a generous, jovial man, a tireless 

investigator and fluent correspondent. He wrote that 'one of life's pleasures for me is corresponding with orchidy 

folks', [ie R.S. Rogers and W.H. Nicholls]. Orchids named by Rupp include Corybas dilatatus and C. fordhamii, 

Diuris venosa and Cryptanthemis slateri. A plant named in honour of HMR Rupp is Dendrobium ruppianum.. 

 

Reference: The Orchid Man by Lionel Gilbert, published 1992. 

 

 

 

Six new species of Pterostylis for Australia  

 

The December 1997 ORCHADIAN carries an article by David Jones describing six new species of Greenhood 

from the Eastern States. These are:  

1. Pterostylis anatona from the Eungella National Park, previously confused with P. baptistii.  

2. Pterostylis aquilonia from the Atherton Tableland, previously included in P. grandiflora.  

3. Pterostylis elegans from the New South Wales Northern Tablelands, previously confused with P. decurva.  

4. Pterostylis metcalfei also from the Northern Tablelands  

5. Pterostylis scoliosa from Brisbane Forest Park, the name refers to the twisted labellum.  

6. Pterostylis torquata from Blackwater NSW, another one of the P. obtusa complex .. and a very pretty little one 

it is too!  
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BOTANISTS ACHIEVE NEAT HOUSEKEEPING WITH A NEW GENUS WAIREIA 

 

Many years ago the genus Lyperanthus R.Br. contained 

a polyglot of species ranging from a pendulous 

lithophyte (now Rimacola ), through fire stimulated 

woodland plants with flat orbicular leaves in Australia 

(now Pyrorchis), to glabrous cold loving bog plants 

with narrow erect leaves in New Zealand. (now 

Waireia).  

 

David Jones, Mark Clements and Brian Molloy in the 

Orchadian 12:282 (1997) have erected the new genus 

Waireia for the New Zealand species previously known. 

as Lyperanthus antarcticus Hook.f. (Note the Maori 

origin of this name means bog grower). It was 

interesting to see that the species is to be known as W. 

stenopetala not "W. antarctica" as it was first named 

Thelymitra stenopetala Hook.f before becoming 

Lyperanthus antarcticus. All this means that 

Lyperanthus is now an Aussie endemic genus with two 

species, L. suaveolens from the Eastern states and L. 

serratus from the West. There are no wild Lyperanthus 

in South Australia! 

 

So instead of having the equivalent of a pantry shelf 

with sugar, spices, cans and detergent mixed we now 

have several neat shelves. Congratulations to the 

taxonomists on this one! Lets get other untidy genera 

done now that so much more is being understood of 

their morphology, cytology and ecology! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIPODIUM ROSEUM FIELD TRIP REPORT JAN 1998:  Kerry Jolly 

 

Twenty members and two dogs met on a perfect Summer's morn at what was previously the Aldgate Valley 

Church of Christ but is now a private residence. We certainly caused a sensation with the residents. We politely 

moved on down the road and walked to the Nurutti Reserve. Numerous Dipodium roseum in seed, flower and bud 

lined the twisting track through Eucalyptus obliqua woodland. As usual we saw the amazing Lobelia gibbosa with 

its brilliant blue flowers which are often mistaken for orchids. An exciting find here was Boronia nana var. 

hyssopifolia which is almost extinct in the Adelaide Hills now. There were plenty of seed-pods of Microtis and 

Thelymitra but we did not see the hoped for Gastrodia sp. reported from here. We went as far as the new 

extension to Warrawong Sanctuary in an area where the only known population of the rainforest grass 

Tetrarrhena sp. in the Adelaide Hills occurs.  
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We drove on to the Aldgate Cemetery where one of our lot had recently purchased a plot and after a quick look at 

a dense patch of Dipodium enjoyed morning tea and discussion on genealogy and cemeteries in general. 

 

It was pointed out that although D. roseum is the only 

Dipodium species in the Mount Lofty Ranges a collection 

from a loamy creek-side near Deep Creek in 1997 had been 

sent to David Jones and identified as Dipodium pardalinum. 

It does however seem unlikely that this species should occur 

so far from its usual sandy woodland habitat in the South-

east. 

 

Most members agreed that summer 1997/8 had produced the 

best flowering of Dipodium in the Adelaide Hills for many 

years despite the very dry year and it was great to see so 

many on roadsides and gardens in built up areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

How Safe Are Our National Parks And Reserves? 

 

The recent removal of a large chunk from a Victorian 

National Park to be part of a ski resort has angered 

conservationists throughout Australia.  

 

But it couldn't happen in South Australia could it?  

 

It could and it has many times!!!  

 

The recent announcement that the State Herbarium building in the Botanic Garden would be torn down and a 

multi-million dollar wine centre built on the site with the proviso that the Herbarium could be housed in the old 

tram barn nearby is a perfect example of how money over-rules conservation. The botanists themselves were not 

consulted (and neither presumably was the Director of the Botanic Gardens) as they would have quickly pointed 

out that the preservation of 1 million herbarium specimens depends on special conditions which could not be 

provided in an old tram-barn!  

 

As for reserves; over 50% of council and water reserves in the settled areas of S.A. have been sold off to farmers 

etc in the last 50 years to be ploughed up and grazed bare. So much for reserve status, it obviously means nothing 

once money becomes involved. Even now in South Australia there are numerous National Park and Recreation 

reserves where sheep are grazed to provide funding for reserve programs; in others trees are bulldozed and car-

parks or restaurants built in their place.  

 

With the stroke of a pen all our conservation parks could theoretically be sold to overseas investors at any time  

 

The deliberate lighting of fires and cutting of fences in Parks shows the unfortunate attitude of many country folk 

toward conservation.  

 

The Parks Service is so understaffed in South Australia that many conservation parks are not even visited by 

rangers for months at a time.  
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