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MARCH MEETING  

 

Annual General Meeting  

 

Tuesday, March 24 that 8.00 pm.: Saint Matthews Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. The speaker will be Roger 

Rankin who will address us on the topic: " Australian Native Dendrobiums- Rewards and Awards"  

 

Doors open at 7.15 to allow trading table and library to proceed. Don't forget tea and biscuits afterwards! 
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DIARY DATES 

 

March 19  Field trip planning Gerry's  

March. 24  Annual General. Meeting  

March 26  Herbarium Guided Tour Botanic Garden  

April. 19  Genoplesium 'lineare' excursion Halbury  

May 8  Annual Dinner Walkerville 

 

 

 

Next Field Trip: "Genoplesium lineare" Special --- Meet on edge of road on south side of Halbury township 

(50km N of Adelaide and just NE of Balaklava at 10am April 19
th 

. We hope to see several unusual Genoplesium. 

 

 

 

Next committee meeting: On Wednesday April 1 (no fooling) at 7.30.  

At the home of L. and M. Nesbitt 18 Cambridge Ave Vale Park. 

 

 

 

State Herbarium guided tour: Thursday March 26. Meet at the Herbarium in the SE corner of the Botanic Garden 

at 4pm. We are privileged to have Chief Botanist Dr John Jessop as our guide. This may be your last chance to 

see the Herbarium as it stands!  
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ON THE BENCH:  

 

Epiphytes----  

Dendrobium lithacola (syn. D. bigibbum var. compactum), Dendrobium torresae, Dendrobium Aussie Child, 

Dendrobium Nora Taganaga.  

 

The Dendrobium torresae had such tiny flowers a magnifying glass was needed to appreciate their fragile beauty.  

 

Terrestrials----  

Genoplesium species aff. nigricans  

 

This tiny Genoplesium was a puzzle to all of us; there were suggestions it might be G. nudum but the purple and 

green flowers showed the plants belonged to the G. nigricans - G. rufum complex, it was clearly an undescribed 

species distinguishable by its tiny labellum. The owner had problems with mice eating the stems so we were lucky 

to see them at all! 

 

PLANT COMMENTARIES     Les Nesbitt and Reg Shooter 

 

JUDGING 

 

Terrestrial species  

1
st
 Genoplesium aff. nigricans grown by G. Nieuwenhoven 

 

Terrestrial hybrid  

1
st
 None benched 

 

Epiphyte species  

1
st
 Dendrobium lithacola grown by G. Nieuwenhoven  

2
nd

 Dendrobium torresae grown by A. Jennings 

 

Epiphyte hybrid  

1
st
 Dendrobium Nora Taganaga grown by Les Burgess  

2
nd

 Dendrobium Aussie Child grown by G. Nieuwenhoven 

 

 

POPULAR VOTE 

 

Best Terrestrial: Genoplesium aff. nigricans grown by G. Nieuwenhoven 

 

Best Epiphyte: Dendrobium lithacola grown by G. Nieuwenhoven 

 

 

Plant Of The Night  

Dendrobium lithacola 

 

Editor's email address is bobbates63@hotmail.com 

 

RAFFLE PRIZES 

 

Many thanks to people who donated the prizes! These prizes ranged from snail pellets and plastic pails to orchid 

posters and plants. 

 

AWARDS  

 

The Roy Hargreaves Trophy for best Terrestrial species at the 1997 Spring Show was awarded to Les Nesbitt for 

his pot of Leptoceras menziesii.  
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FEBRUARY SPEAKER 

 

Despite an 8pm temperature of 35 degrees and lack of air conditioners some 40 people attended this our first 

meeting of 1998! 

 

Past President, one time editor, secretary and conference organiser; Gerry Carne, discussed long term planning of 

Conservation strategies, field trips and a Conference 2000 display by NOSSA. 

 

Gerry summarised the exciting conservation projects carried out by NOSSA in the past 10 years pointing out that 

our influence can now be felt all over South Australia - from Les McHugh's work in the South-east, through 

numerous projects in the Adelaide area, to Halbury and our Bush-care site there, to the Flinders Ranges and work 

on Caladenia gladiolata at Alligator Gorge. Gerry emphasised how important it was for NOSSA to work hand in 

hand with other conservation groups ie Bush-care, Nature Cons. Soc., Threatened Plant Action Group, Friends 

Groups etc. It is also important to reach as many people as possible through the media and education. A CD ROM 

is planned covering all aspects of conservation of South Australian orchids. NOSSA is also on the Internet and 

our web site strongly emphasises conservation! 

 

 

 

Change to NOSSA rules:  

 

Suggested New rule: "Committee may recommend to an Annual General Meeting that a member whose conduct 

and service to the Society has been of outstanding value be elected a life member. Life Membership will carry all 

the rights and obligations of ordinary membership except the payment of annual membership fees." (Adapted 

from ANOS Australia rules). 

 

Old rule: "Life members may be elected at any Annual General Meeting of the Society on the recommendation of 

the Management Committee, and thereafter shall be entitled to the full privileges of membership without payment 

of annual subscription. The number of Life Members shall not exceed five at any one time. Not more than one 

Life Member shall be elected in any bi-ennium. A register of all life members shall be maintained by the 

Secretary." 

 

It is proposed that this amendment be voted on at the Annual General Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

OTHER SOCIETY NEWSLETTERS  

The following are available from our Secretary or Editors on request  

ANOS bulletins: Central Coast, Gold Coast, Hawkesbury, Macarthur, Mackay, Newcastle, QLD Victoria, 

Geelong, Sydney, WA, Wollongong and Warringah.  

New Zealand Native Orchid Group Journal.  

The Orchadian  

Orchid Society Newsletters: NEDOS, OCSA, Gawier, South Coast, Wellington, Mount Gambier, Horsham, 

Murray Darling etc  

SGAP Journal  

Threatened Plant Action. Group: Veg. On the Edge  

The Orchid Review  

The Bush Chronicle and from time to time various other publications.  

 

The current issues are available from the Secretary, from there they are passed on to the editors and finally end up 

with the Librarian (at least the best of them do).  
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ANNUAL DINNER: BUCKINGHAM ARMS (MAY 8th) 

 

Our Treasurer is now taking deposits of $5 per person  

 

Come along and have a great time! 

 

This is a Friday night from 7pm with an excellent smorgasbord and dancing for a cost of about $20 a head. 

 

 

 

LETTER FROM OUR PATRON 

State Herbarium and Wine Museum  

 

The land on which the State Herbarium and the Botanic Garden Administration Centre are built was once the 

Mental Asylum and later Infectious Diseases Hospital. When those buildings were removed the land was 

dedicated for Botanic Garden purposes to mark the State's Centenary in 1935!  

 

It should also be noted that the Administrative Centre and Herbarium buildings were purpose built; they are 

barely 40 years old and yet it is proposed to destroy them. The Administration Building contains the best 

botanical and horticultural library in South Australia while the Herbarium's collections include irreplaceable 

specimens from the voyages of Captain Cook and Matthew Flinders, as well as many others collected during early 

historical explorations of Australia. 

 

All of these valuable historical specimens are to be put into a most unsuitable building which would cause them to 

deteriorate. I would urge members to write to the Leader of the Opposition and the Democrat Leader as well as 

their local Member! As this land is dedicated for Botanic Garden purposes it will need a vote by both Houses of 

Parliament to allow it to be resumed. Action by NOSSA members could well prevent this happening! 

 

Sincerely  

 

Noel Lothian. 

 

Our Patron was for many years Director of the Adelaide Botanic Garden and was there when the present buildings 

were being established. (Eds.)  
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1997 TUBER BANK REPORT 

 

The 1997\8 Tuber Bank contained quite an increase in the number of species offered. Many more than usual were 

of known provenance, which adds interest, helps conservation. and aids identification if name changes occur. 

Over 400 little parcels were wrapped, sorted and posted. Thanks assistant Sylvie! Next year we are opting for 

little envelopes to streamline the packaging.  

 

A sincere big thankyou to our donors who are always so supportive and share time and expense along with their 

tubers. Sometimes we wonder if our promises will be fulfilled as tuber production can vary so much from season 

to season and inevitably some orders cannot be filled, necessitating the use of substitutes. Early Bird orders 

always get first choice! We now have the excess of easy to grow Pterostylis tubers, potted and ready for sale at 

reasonable prices at the Spring Show! We have a program under way to organise many terrestrial species on 

display on the Sales bench at our shows.  

 

Best wishes to all for this growing season. T.&T. O'Neill. 

 

 

 

FOURTH AUSTRALASIAN NATIVE ORCHID CONFERENCE AND SHOW  

5
th
  - 8

th
  OCTOBER 2000 Melbourne Vic.  

 

Venue - Karralyka Conference Centre Ringwood.  

 

Registration will include entry to the Show, Conference Dinner and to all talks. 

Papers, a copy of the Proceedings, conference badge and booklets are included. 

Field trips, tours to wineries and Healesville Sanctuary, cocktail parties etc are 

optional extras. There will be a photographic competition with Photo Society 

judges and exciting prizes.  

 

Further details from the Conference Secretariat  

PO Box 2152 Templestowe Heights  

Victoria 3107 

 

 

 

If you would like to be on the mailing list for Conference information please send your name and postal or e-mail 

address and particular interests ie Field trips, wineries, Shopping or Photographic Competition, Art Displays, 

Sales area or an expression of interest in presenting a 20 minute talk. 

 

 

 

 

Additions to Conservation Parks in SA in 1997 

 

Significant additions include 234 hectares to Flinders Chase, 2160 hectares to Kulliparu, 50 hectares to 

Onkaparinga River and 260 hectares to Dutchmans Stern.  

 

Newly declared parks include Mount George and Mylor in the Adelaide Hills and Douglas Point near Mount 

Gambier.  
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT: George Nieuwenhoven  

 

After the most successful Australian Native Orchid Conference 

so far NOSSA has settled back into a more leisurely pace.  

 

We saw Gerry Carne rewarded for his efforts in organising this 

Conference by being awarded a Life Membership. This 

reflected the many years Gerry spent on Committee holding 

various positions. Well done Gerry and thank you!  

 

Likewise Ron Robjohns after a marathon twenty years as 

Treasurer, while at times also holding the job of President 

retired. Ron's efforts showed true dedication but now he can 

afford the pleasure at meetings of chatting and looking at 

plants on display, something the rest of us take for granted.  

 

Geoff Edwards is another person who has worked tirelessly for 

Nossa over many years. He has always been ready to pitch in, 

and has ably taken over as Librarian. That job hasn't 

diminished his ability to win raffles however!  

 

A change made last year was the shift of display tables from 

the front of the hall to the rear so that judging can proceed 

without distracting the general business at meetings. It is hoped 

that judging will help to raise the standard of plants being 

benched.  

 

There are many people who help at every meeting: from opening the Hall and putting out chairs to selling raffle 

tickets, making coffee or selling plants. Your work is very important in the smooth running of the Society and I 

would like to thank you all for your efforts.  

 

Others like Basil Shields make sure the Journal is printed each month. Thank you Basil. While I'm on the subject 

of the Journal Bob Bates and his new bride Kerry continue to handle this high pressure job which often involves 

writing half the articles themselves. Sadly, one of our stalwarts, John Peace has decided to step down from the 

committee. In the last 8 years John worked on such projects as Trading Table organiser and setting up Spring 

shows. John has promised to continue helping where he can. (We can't afford to lose such a good worker.)  

 

The Conservation Group continues to be one of our most actively achieving subgroups. Its keen members are 

involved with numerous projects from weeding to public education. This year saw Cathy Houston take on the 

major role of Secretary. She is a natural for the job and we were lucky to get her.  

 

Iris Freeman has joined our ranks as Treasurer and many of us already know her through her work with the 

Northern and Eastern Districts Orchid Society. The Tuber Bank is another of our many important activities and 

Thelma O 'Neill does a great job here. (See Thelma's report in this issue.)  

 

The Society's Financial Report on page 20 shows our finances to be in a very sound state, a credit to past and 

present Treasurer. Although there is never room for complacency after 21 years the future augers well for 

NOSSA.  
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Conservation News:  

 

The new ranger at Kuitpo is keen to pursue the best management 

practices for the Duck orchids there. He intends to erect a barrier 

against horses at each end of the Paracaleana patch and slash the 

Caleana trackside in March - not December because that is Duck 

orchid flowering time and not April because that is Leporella 

flowering time! 

 

 

 

GARDENING AUSTRALIA  

 

Gardening Australia with Mike Harrison (Channel 2) have done a 

program on Aussie Orchids but this will not go to air until September 

18 or thereabouts. 

  

 

 

CONFERENCE LOGO  

 

(Caleana major the flying duck orchid will be the logo for 

Conference 2000. You can even preview this logo on the internat. 

 

 

 

SGAP SALES DAY  

 

The Society For Growing Australian Plants will have its Annual Autumn Sales Spectacular on April 4
th
 - 5

th
 at 

Wayville Showgrounds. 

 

 

 

AUSTRALIAN DENDROBIUMS No. 24  

 

Dockrillia prenticei (F. Muell.) Nicholls 

 

Named after Dr. Charles Prentice a friend of 

von Mueller's.  

 

Synonyms include: D. lichenastrum var. 

prenticei and D. variabile Nicholls. This is one 

of those small trailing species which can be 

trained in. cultivation to form neat patches of 

any shape the grower desires. The leaves are 

terete, curved, dark green; the flowers are only 

4-7mm across, cream with reddish stripes and 

orange lip.  

 

D. prenticei has a limited distribution in north Qld from Townsville up to Cooktown. and grows on the outer 

branches of trees in the rainforest, being most common in the mountains. It is closely related to D. lichenastrum 

but that species does not have terete leaves. I have seen this species doing really well at Wallaman Falls near 

Ingham.  

 

The species grows well in cultivation on a mount and tolerates cool conditions. Adelaide Hills growers in frost 

free areas have been most successful.  
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LIBRARIANS REPORT 

 

What creatures of habit we are! Each month I return from the Meeting and write up the Librarian's report. But in 

January: no meeting- no books- no writing up- no report! My apologies. For this month I have chosen a cross 

section of books.  

 

*Guide to the Native Vegetation Act- how it affects Rural land-holders. This is divided into 4 sections and 3 

appendices and covers  

(a) The new Native Veg. Act,  

(b) Applying to clear vegetation,  

(c) Applying for Heritage agreements and  

(d) Management of Native Vegetation.  

 

There are just 22 pages so it won't take long to read. 

 

*Guide to the Management of Roadside Vegetation July 1997. This 34 page guide is divided into 16 sections and 

1 appendix. Topics include  

(a) Local council road-works,  

(b) Bushfire prevention,  

(c) Control of animal and plant pests,  

(d) Clearance, grazing, revegetation. 

 

In keeping with the above guides, Leona Woolcock's Wildflowers of the Mount Lofty Ranges makes for 

delightful reading. Published in 1985 by Wakefield Press the content remains relevant. The book deals with the 

general environment and then treats 26 plant families, with the orchids covering 35 pages so Leona is obviously 

keen on orchids! Bob Bates, Les Nesbitt and Black Hill are acknowledged. Many of the species are illustrated in 

colour often with their habitat shown..  

 

In a different vein is J.N. Rentoul's Growing Orchids- Book Four - The Australian Families Published in 1985 it is 

now a little behind in the area of hybrids and name changes, however it makes easy reading with lovely 

photographs and clear descriptions. The club copy, like mine is signed by the author.  

 

Four Australian Orchid Foundation publications are on hand and although a little technical, make excellent 

reading for those wishing to know a little more!  

 

* Leaf tip die back in orchids: its causes and cures by Shaw and Hallam of Monash University. This is a report of 

research carried out by them between 1990 and 1995.  

 

* Determination of the Pollinators of Sexually Deceptive Orchids in the sub-tribe Caladeninae by Colin Bower. 

This deals mostly with pollinators of Chiloglottis in New South Wales from experiments carried out 1994-6.  

 

* Report on the Results of Field Investigations on Pollinators of the genus Caladenia in 1994-5 by Bob Bates. 

This deals mostly with the South Australian spider orchids. 

 

Dendrobium Kingianum: the 'Pink Rock Orchid' by Adams and Lawson. Can be browsed at leisure or read in 

detail. The content includes every aspect of the history, biology, taxonomy, distribution, breeding, hybridising and 

judging of this unique species. A large chapter is devoted to culture and shows the diversity of colour, shape, hue 

and texture of the best known clones. There are excellent photographs with a register of more than 300 individual 

plants. 

 

I hope that whets your appetite and would like to see all of the above taken out at the next meeting. Geoff 

Edwards: Librarian  
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LITTLE ORPHAN Of ALTONA  

Reprinted from ANOS Victoria Bulletin Sept 1997 By Roy Takaks  

 

I am a small native orchid, the last plant of my species.  

 

Because my flower resembles a moth I am called Golden-moth Orchid. (Scientifically Diuris aff. lanceolata). I 

had lived happily for ever it seems at Altona in a native grassland community with friends such as the ground 

nesting bee Lasioglossum lanarium which is my pollinator and a soil fungus Tulasnella sp. which was essential 

for my germination and establishment.  

 

Amongst the Kangaroo grass (Themeda triandra), common Everlasting (Chrysocephalum apiculatum), Blue 

Devils (Eryngium ovinum) and Lemon Beauty 

Heads (Calocephalus citreus) I have existed since 

ancient times.  

 

However, human 'progress' has arrived. The 

land has been subdivided and a large commercial 

organisation has built a goods train station. Trucks are 

running over us, drainage pipes are being laid and the 

whole place dug up. My habitat is changed forever and 

I am doomed to extinction like thousands of other plants 

and animals before me have become extinct to allow 

man's idea of progress.  

 

Good people attempted to transfer some of my friends to 

the Laverton North Grassland Reserve but they 

did not like the change and all died. With more 

research perhaps I could have been successfully 

translocated but there was no time or money available. Alas this is the end of my story despite my listing as a 

threatened species and status as Protected under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act of 1988. My story is not 

politically motivated it is simply a matter of truth.  

 

1997 RIP the Golden Moth Orchid. 

 

 

 

 

Dipodium near my home Noel Lothian 

 

I have watched a small area of half cleared Euc. Obliqua scrub in the Stirling area for many years. At first there 

were no Dipodium then a single spike of deep pink flowers appeared. Two years later a single spike of pale pink 

flowers was noted. For a while there were none but this year in January there were four spikes of both pale and 

dark flowers. The area is safe from destruction and hopefully the colony will continue to increase: both 

vegetatively and by seed!  
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