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APRIL MEETING 

 

Tuesday, April 28th at 8.00 pm: Saint Matthews Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington.  

 

The speaker will be Bob Bates who will address us on the topic: Orchids of Kangaroo Island. (NOSSA last year 

made a detailed survey of the Flora of Cape Ganthaume CP) Bob will also present slides showing how the genus 

Pterostylis is to be split into several genera.  

 

Doors open at 7.15 to allow trading table and library to proceed. Don't forget tea and biscuits afterwards! 

 

 

 

PAGE CONTENTS  AUTHOR  
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29  Librarian's Report  Geoff Edwards  

30  Pterostylis arenicola report  Recovery team 

 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

April 19 Genoplesium 'lineare' excursion Halbury 

April 25 Pterostylis cucullata working bee Belair  

May 3 Leporella excursion Kangarilla  

May 8 Annual Dinner Walkerville  

May 26 General meeting Kensington  

May 31 Conservation group working with Pt. bryophila Hindmarsh Valley  

Nov 8 P. arenicola working bee Grange 

 

 

 

Next Field Trip:  

 

Leporella special at Kuitpo and Scott CP. Sunday May 3
rd

. Meet 10am at Kangarilla shop. Bring picnic lunch. We 

should also see a variety of Eriochilus and Genoplesium species 

 

 

 

Next committee meeting: On Wednesday May 6th at 7.30. At the home of L. and M. Nesbitt 18 Cambridge Ave 

Vale Park.  
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ON THE BENCH:  

 

Epiphytes  

Bulbophyllum macphersonii, Dockrillia cucumerinum, Dendrobium schneiderae, D. lithacola, D. pentapterum X 

D. violaceum, Sarcochilus ceciliae.  

 

Terrestrials  

Chiloglottis diphylla, C. diphylla (green), C. seminuda, Eriochilus cucullatus, Pterostylis truncata 

 

 

PLANT COMMENTARIES Ted and Marjorie Chance 

 

JUDGING  

 

Terrestrial species 

1
st
  Chiloglottis seminuda grown by G. Nieuwenhoven  

2
nd

  Pterostylis truncata grown by Bob James  

3
rd

  Chiloglottis diphylla grown by G Nieuwenhoven 

 

Terrestrial hybrid  

1
st
  None benched 

 

Epiphyte species  

1
st
  Dendrobium lithacola grown by Noel Oliver  

2
nd

  Dockrillia cucumerinum grown by the Burfords 

 

Epiphyte hybrid  

1
st 

 D. Virginia Jupp x racemosum grown by N. Oliver  

2
nd

  D. pentapterum x violaceum grown by Russell Job & Edda 

 

 

POPULAR VOTE  

 

Not held  

 

 

Plant Of The Night  

 

Dendrobium Virginia Jupp x D. racemosum 

 

 

 

RAFFLE PRIZES  

 

Many thanks to people who donated the prizes!  

These prizes ranged from Orchid Art to plants, hanging baskets and paraphernalia.. 

 

 

 

NOSSA COMES OF AGE  

 

Last month's annual general meeting means that we are now twenty one years old!!! 

 

A quick count showed 14 foundation members to be present.  
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MARCH SPEAKER 

 

Roger Rankin Register of Judges at OCSA spoke on the topic:  

Aussie Dendrobiums: Rewards, and Awards.  

 

Roger is a retired Student Counsellor and an orchid grower of 20 years. He has published a booklet on Orchid 

sayings. His daughter Karen is a member of NOSSA.  

 

Roger soon had the audience participating in some lively discussion on the question "Why do we grow orchids?" 

The answers ranged through: challenge, passion and love to curiosity, relaxation and therapy or even heritage and 

simply to get rid of excess money! 

 

REWARDS: Roger has been the owner of a Dendrobium monophyllum X D. lithacola which he grows in a cool 

glasshouse. After 10 years the plant is about to flower and just seeing the flowers will be reward enough for all 

those years of care! To show the flowers to others will double the reward but the ultimate would be to win a prize 

(award) for them. To top it all off; a portrait of the flowers to remember them by!  

 

Roger then showed slides of past prize winners. 

 

He also discussed the judging process, noting that points are given for  

1- appreciation ie are the flowers better than any that have come before?.  

2- colour: intensity, purity, gloss and clarity.  

3- shape, size, presentation  

4- flowering abundance. 

 

 

 

ANNUAL DINNER BUCKINGHAM ARMS (MAY 8th) 

 

Our Treasurer is now taking deposits of $5 per person. This is a Friday night with an excellent smorgasbord and 

dancing for a cost of about $20 a head. From 7pm til late. Come along and have a great time! 

 

 

 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

 

The change to constitution advertised in the  as well as being editor of the journal. Bob  

last journal has allowed the awarding of  has written over a hundred articles for the  

Life membership to editor Bob Bates. Bob  Journal as well as numerous papers  

is a foundation member of NOSSA having  published in over a dozen different journals  

been present at the very first meeting 21  over the last 25 years. He co-authored the  

years earlier. He has been on committee for  authoritative book Orchids of South  

the past 14 years and has held the position  Australia, led over 50 NOSSA field trips  

of Secretary, Vice President and President  and has been active in conservation for  

 over thirty years.  Kerry Jolly. 

 

 

 

More about Dipodium pardalinum in the Mount Lofty Ranges  

 

It now seems that this species may occur as far north as the Adelaide Hills. Our secretary Cathy Houston 

photographed a plant which appears to be D. pardalinum (white flowers with strong purple spots on sepals and 

labellum) in the Kenneth Stirling CP where it flowers later than roseum. Cathy also spotted the species in 

Bangham CP showing it to be as widespread as D. roseum, but certainly less common.  
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NOSSA SURVEY 1998: Billiat Conservation Park  

 

This large Murraylands park south of Loxton contains mostly mallee and heathy-scrub on mineral deficient white 

sand hills. It is low rainfall country hence if winter rains are too low we will do Monarto instead. Our first visit 

was in April to check which Genoplesium sp. were present and sort out plant associations, access tracks and do 

some mapping. 

 

 

 

 

GENOPLESIUM SPECIAL EXCURSION TO JUPITER CREEK  

 

On March 16
th
 twenty members met at Mylor Oval and proceeded in convoy 

to the Jupiter Creek Mining Heritage Reserve. Only 25mm of rain had fallen 

since Christmas but that hadn't stopped one species of the tiny midge orchids 

from flowering in abundance. There were actually plants on the edge of the 

car-park and in one area of worked over mine tailings we found some 200 

plants in a 20 x 20m patch. There was the basic form with short sepalled red 

and green flowers in profusion but some plants had long sepals and wholly 

red-brown flowers. These latter were thought to be hybrids between the 

common (but as yet un-named Adelaide Hills species) G. aff. rufum and a 

rarer Genoplesium sp. from boggy ground nearby. We saw none of this 

second species as the ground was bone dry and it apparently requires good 

rains to bloom.  

 

The drought had also affected the pretty pink Amaryllis flowers at the same 

site as these like the Genoplesium poke their flowers straight out of the bare 

ground; but all were half the size they normally are. Nevertheless the 

Amaryllis were so much larger than the Genoplesium that even one stamen of 

the lily was larger than the whole orchid! ! The water level at the nearby 

sluice dam was so low that the Spiranthes australis were completely 

shrivelled. The only other orchids seen were senescent remains of Microtis 

and Thelymitra. The usual Eriochilus had not been able to push through the 

rock-hard soil. Nevertheless it was a pleasant walk with highlights including 

the petting of a half-grown (mad March?) hare which pretended we did not 

exist. Some of the group raced off to look at Leporella and Eriochilus at 

Kuitpo while others met up again at the Garden and Farm Show at Wayville. 

 

 

 

 

HERBARIUM VISIT March 26
th
  

 

Sixteen members were fortunate in being shown the ins and outs of the State Herbarium by Chief Botanist Dr 

John Jessop. John has held the position for 24 years so he was well credentialed to take us through the history of 

botanical endeavour in Australia; from the collection of South Australia's Floral Emblem (the Sturt Pea) by 

reformed pirate William Dampier in the 1600's to the setting up of the present herbarium by NOSSA's patron 

Noel Lothian thirty years ago.  

 

We saw an actual specimen of one of the first scientific collections ever made in South Australia, by Robert 

Brown on Flinders 1802 visit: where-else but in the Flinders Ranges at Mount Brown! 840 000 collections are 

housed at the Herbarium from all over the world. John showed a folder of Robert Brown orchid collections which 

Adelaide's own orchidologist R. S. Rogers had persuaded the British Museum to send him. John found this 

amusing as he knew that if he as Chief Botanist of the Herbarium tried to get orchids from the BM on permanent 

loan they would tell him where to go! We saw original paintings by famous South Australian artists Alison 

Ashby, Rosa Fiveash and others.  
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Bob Bates then took us to the pressed orchids. Despite the fact that the Orchidaceae is one of the largest plant 

families in the world the collections took up very little room because- 

 

1: orchids often have brief flowering periods and this restricts the availability of collections.  

2: orchids press very flat so that one box capable of holding 100 orchid collections might fit in only a dozen 

Eucalypt collections.  

3: many of our local orchid collections are away on loan.  

4: a large proportion of orchid species are so small or cryptic they are rarely collected. 

 

Bob pointed out that the orchids were difficult to curate as -  

1 : names are constantly changing  

2: some large genera ie Pterostylis have been away on loan for ten years!  

3: overseas species number some 25 000 so it is almost impossible to identify them accurately; their names 

change as rapidly as ours so for a single species there could be six different folders under a procession of 

synonyms unfamiliar to local botanists. The concept of typing up folders for 25 000 species is unimaginable 

anyway!  

 

Many thanks to John Jessop and Bob Bates for organising this tour! 

 

 

 

SEEDS OF HISTORY ON THE MOVE  

 

(Adapted from an article by Karen Michelmore in the Advertiser 10/3/98)  

 

One of the State's richest sources of natural history is 

about to be relocated.  

 

The State Herbarium, the equivalent of a plant 

museum, houses 850 000 dead or dried specimens in 

its purpose built Botanic Garden building. This 

building is likely to be demolished soon to make way 

for the National Wine Centre - and the collection 

moved to the nearby Tram Barn.  

 

The Herbarium's manager of plant bio-diversity and 

research, Dr Laurie Haegi, constantly has to explain to 

people what a herbarium is.  

 

"---because of its name, people assume herbs are the 

focus-" he said. The Herbarium actually contains one 

of the biggest collections (of anything) in the State. 

That includes specimens collected by botanist Robert 

Brown while on Matthew Flinder's first 

circumnavigation of Australia in 1801-2.  

 

Dr Haegi says the Herbarium houses a wealth of 

knowledge about the diversity of plant life in the South 

Australian bush. "Dead plants do tell tales - they form 

the basis of our knowledge of plants that are native to 

SA," he said.  
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NOSSA CONSERVATION AND THREATENED PLANT ACTION GROUP  

 

The NOSSA Conservation Group will be teaming up with the Threatened Plant Action Group to do more 'hands 

on' conservation work in 1998! Our first working bee is on April 25 (ANZAC Day). We meet at the Information 

Centre Belair at 9am. Our task is to remove weeds from the Pterostylis cucullata site at Long Gully. NOSSA has 

been caring for this site for over 20 years but the weeds continue to press in! 

 

 

 

1998 Drought & Orchids 

 

As most people would be aware eight of the last ten 

years in southern South Australia have produced 

below average rainfall. 1998 is shaping up as another 

drought year. At the time of writing this article less 

than half the average rainfall has occurred throughout 

coastal South Australia. Even the Adelaide Hills are 

dry. This follows on a below average year in 1997.  

 

Wetlands and swamps have disappeared or shrunk to 

a fraction of their former size. Most orchids will 

suffer and rare ones will disappear altogether. Do the 

orchids have some way of knowing what the coming 

season will bring? Are they used to some cycle of 

weather that we don't know about? Did the Dipodium 

flower on masse last summer so that plenty of seed 

would make up for loss of adult plants?  

 

We have already noted that Genoplesium flowered 

well in March despite the lack of rain but what will 

happen to Winter flowered species?  

 

(Steady rain fell across the State on April 11-12
th
; 

Eds) 

 

 

 

NOSSA ORCHID VIDEO:  

 

Management Committee would like to hear from anyone who would like to help make and edit a video showing 

aspects of orchid culture, pollination etc. Please contact our President if you can help. 

 

 

 

 

The Battle For Camp Gooden  

 

The Church of England has put up for sale 7ha of bushland adjacent the Mylor Parklands. If the sale goes ahead 

the land will be used for building lots. This area contains some 40 species of orchids and the endangered 

Euphrasia collina ssp. osborni. Such creekside habitat contains large amounts of the endemic Lomandra fibrata, 

Acrotriche fascicularis and Correa decumbens and should be added to the Mylor Parklands. NOSSA is helping to 

save this bushland! (Contact Anita Aspinall on 8388 2289 if you can help.  



 

27  

ORCHID SURVEY OF ACRAMAN CREEK CONSERVATION PARK 

 

This arid-land conservation park is situated halfway 

between the towns of Ceduna and Streaky Bay on South 

Australia's West Coast.  

 

It was dedicated in 1985 and covers an area of 3 450ha 

which is not large in such a semi-arid area. 80% of the park 

is of mangrove and samphire communities and as such is 

orchid free but there are small areas of mallee and sand-

hills containing at least one undescribed orchid species.  

 

The park is dissected by the tidal Acraman Creek and is a 

seabird habitat with Osprey and migratory waders such as 

sandpipers and stilts. There is a low energy beach and 

estuarine area. Early explorers stopped and obtained fresh 

water at Dunn Well and many Aboriginal campsites have 

been identified. Here also is the site of the old Streaky Bay 

Whaling Station and at least one whaler-ship wreck.  

 

Flagstaff Point at the southern end of the park was a 

loading point for wheat during the early years of settlement. 

 

The park is currently popular with fishermen and campers. 

Orchids are most common about the 5metre high limestone 

cliff in the north- east corner of the park, among 

Lasiopetalum, Olearia, Templetonia and Pimelea.  

 

An undescribed Prasophyllum of the P. patens complex 

with very short spikes of lemon scented flowers having an 

erect not recurved labellum occurs here (and on sand flats 

south of the park along Highway One.) It is remarkably 

early flowering as it usually blooms in August-September. It prefers the protection of low shrubs and Triodia 

mounds.  

 

One unusual feature of this species is that the lateral sepal tips often remain attached which is unique for this 

complex in SA.  

 

Pterostylis mutica is the only orchid common in the mallee this far west. Microtis arenaria is often seen as leaves 

on the edge of the samphire belt but I have not seen it in flower in the Park.  

 

(Based on information provided by Thelma Bridle and Rose Appleton. Eds.) 

 

 

 

PATRON FOR 1998  

 

We are pleased that our Foundation Patron Noel Lothian, past Director of the Adelaide Botanic Garden has agreed 

to continue as the Patron of the Native Orchid Society of South Australia in its 22
nd

 year.  
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AUSTRALIAN DENDROBIUMS No 24  

Dockrillia pugioniforme: Dagger orchid  

 

This species is common on large trees and rocks from south-east Queensland to south eastern New South Wales 

and possibly into Victoria. Pugioniforme means dagger shaped, hence the common name! The leaves aren't really 

dagger shaped but they are hard and thick and taper into something of a sharp point.  

 

Like most other epiphytes in the area it is spring- flowered.  

 

Most people will know it from the large tangled masses and 

pendulous habit. It is able to form roots wherever the leaves 

touch a suitable substrate so that plants on cliff faces may 

be many metres long. 

 

Whenever it occurs with Dockrillia mortii hybrids may 

occur and these are often particularly robust. 

 

The flowers like other members of the genus form singly in 

nodes at the base of the leaves. Each is about 25mm across, 

pale green with purple markings on the paler labellum. The 

tepals all spread widely so that the flowers resemble our 

own native Scaevola, the fan-flowers. This species can not 

be confused with any other. 

 

In cultivation it grows easily in a fern-house or cool glass-

house so long as there is plenty of air movement and the 

plants never get too hot ( they are easily killed in Adelaide's 

summers) and do well in the Adelaide Hills. 

 

Often attached to fruit trees in Adelaide as this protects 

them from intense heat, however they don't flower as well 

under these conditions. That is one of the most annoying 

things about the species: it never actually gets smothered in 

flowers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nossa appointments 1998  

 

Congratulations (and thankyou) to the following people:  

 

Registrar of Judges  Les Nesbitt  

Trading table convenor  Judy Penney 

Tuber Bank officer  Thelma and Terry O.Neill  

Raffle officer  Sylvie Creed  

Librarian  Geoff Edwards  

Auditor  Paul Finlay  

Field trip officer  Gerry Carne  

Field trip reporter  Thelma Bridle  

Conservation officers  Doug Bickerton, Gerry Carne and Bob Bates  

Conference 2000 Co-ordinator  Gerry Carne  

Supper convenor  David Pettifor  
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT  Geoff Edwards 

 

Something old, something new and something different!  

 

Something old:  

 

Australian Indigenous Orchids by Alick Dockrill. Although published in 1969 by the Society For Growing 

Australian Plants this book is still regarded as a good read. Alick is still with us mind you! The 870 pages deal 

with tropical species and the foreword states that "you cannot plan conservation until you know what you have to 

conserve". This is a well worn book that has worn well, it covers both epiphytes and terrestrials with botanical 

descriptions, line drawings and colour photographs in layman's terms, which will suit most of us.  

 

Something new:  

 

Threatened Species Network Newsletter: SA Veg on the edge 1998. TSN is a community based program 

supported by the World Wildlife Fund. The 67 pages touch on: Threatened species -what you can do to help 

Australian legislation and strategies - the Government recovery process Community action table. This last covers 

plants, amphibians, fish, mammals, birds and reptiles and provides a wealth of information on the world around 

us!  

 

Something beautiful:  

 

Australian Terrestrial Orchids by Colin & Dorothy Woolcock (1984) is a notable addition to the literature and art 

of Australian orchids. The 154 pages provide 72 large colour plates on which Colin displays his artistic skill with 

crayon pencils, illustrating 185 species at near life-size. The accompanying text provides up to date botanical 

information. There are many books on our terrestrial orchids but none have the same style and easy on the eye 

approach of this one.  

 

Something different:  

 

Orchids from Seed by P.A.Thompson of Kew Gardens is a great book for beginners. It is easy to read, well 

explained and easy to understand and certainly still relevant.  

 

Growing Orchids: the Hybrid Story by Jim Rentoul is the last of seven books in a series by this author. Of high 

standard, the book tackles the complex history of hybridisation. There are over 170 colour photographs of hybrid 

orchid flowers - the spectacular, the wonderful and the weird in all major genera. I trust this whets your reading 

appetite! Happy reading.  Geoff Edwards 

 

 

 

AUSTRALASIAN NATIVE ORCHID SOCIETY  

 

You are invited to join! 

 

The Australasian Native Orchid Society was formed in Sydney in 1963 by a large group of enthusiasts. The first 

issue of their journal, The Orchadian, was published soon after. Those first issues were little more than hand 

copied newsletters. Today The Orchadian is a sophisticated glossy production full of colour photos and expert 

articles dealing with a variety of topics from cultivation and shows to taxonomy and ecology. State groups began 

to evolve soon after with ANOS Victoria forming in 1968 and NOSSA in 1977. Now there are over 20 groups 

Australia wide. 

 

See your secretary for details. 
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Extinct South Australian Located in New Zealand  

 

A subspecies of Tammar Wallaby native to mainland South Australia and thought extinct for 100 years has turned 

up on Kawau Island 40 km north of Auckland. Genetic tests have shown it to be distinct from the Island form still 

found on Kangaroo Island! The South Australian Government and Warrawong are keen to re-introduce the 

'extinct' wallaby here. 

 

 

 

 

PTEROSTYLIS ARENICOLA REPORT 1998  

(a summary from the recovery group report)  

 

Potters Scrub: detailed surveys in 1997 failed to show any correlation between habitat and plant numbers. P 

arenicola occurs in Callitris preisii woodland, Eucalyptus diversifolia - Acacia pycnantha woodland and open 

shrub-lands on a range of soil types.  

 

During an extensive search of the Poltalloch Scrub over 5000 P. arenicola were counted in eight transects and it 

was estimated that up to 150 000 plants could occur in the 120 ha of Callitris preisii woodland the whole of which 

is now under Heritage Agreement.  

 

Little wonder that the species is no longer rated as threatened in any way!  

 

Grange Golf Course: a proposal for a management plan for this population of P. arenicola has received support 

from the Golf Course committee and staff.  

 

Wellington Woods and Forest Reserve: this population continues to expand and plants have been translocated to 

nearby reserves.  

 

Eckerts Scrub: no plants have been seen here lately and with the amount of Veldt grass present no re- 

introductions are planned until the problem has been dealt with.  

 

Other Sites: several sites in the Milang area have been identified as suitable for re-introductions.  

 

This information is from a number of sources including the Jan 1998 report of the P. arenicola recovery team by 

M. Jusaitis, B. Sorensen and L. Polomka and information from Bob Bates.  

 

Well done Birgitte your work with this species has set the standard for threatened species recovery! (Birgitte 

Sorensen no longer works at Black Hill). 

 

A NOSSA excursion is planned to Poltalloch and Milang this September to allow a total orchid survey of this area 

which we have not previously visited. 

 

 

 

Wise words by Roger Rankine  

 

Looking at the champion in the distance we sometimes miss the beauty at our feet. 

 

A room full of orchids is a room full of awe! Too much of a good orchid is wonderful! 

 

Experience is the name we give to poor showings.  

 

The best made plans of some orchid growers may be next years disasters 

 

The greatest gift an orchid grower can have is the ability to grow an orchid to its true worth. 


