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FEBRUARY MEETING 

 

Tuesday February 23 at 8.00 pm: Saint Matthews Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. First meeting for 1999. 

Speaker Bob Edge on Orchid Photography.  

 

Doors open at 7.15 to allow trading table to set up and library to proceed. 
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DIARY DATES 

 

Feb 23  Bob Edge on Photographing Orchids  Kensington  

March 6  Belair Bushcare  Belair  

March 10  Field Trip Coordination meeting  Morphetvale  

March 31  Adelaide Hills Genoplesium  Scott Creek  

March 23  Bruce Mules Speaking  Kensington  

April 3  Pterostylis parviflora special  Glencoe  

April 25  Eriochilus species special  Peter Creek  

May 2  Parks Festival  Belair  

June 22  Bob Markwick Grampians photography  Kensington  

August 25  Dutchmans Stern CP survey  Quorn  

Sept 4-5  York Peninsula Weekend  Stansbury  

Sept 19-20  NOSSA Spring Show  St Peters 

 

 

 

Next Committee Meeting will be held at 7:30pm, Wednesday March 3rd, at George and Nancy's, 15 Robin 

Terrace, Hope Valley.  
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COMING FIELD TRIPS:  

 

SATURDAY MARCH 6: WORKING WITH THREATENED PLANT ACTION GROUP  

MEET 9AM AT INFORMATION CENTRE BELAIR 

 

1999 FIELD TRIPS PLANNING  

MEET WED MARCH 10 AT 7:30 AT THELMA'S 47 DAVID TRC. MORPHETT VALE 

 

GENOPLESIUMS OF THE HIGHER ADELAIDE HILLS  

MEET BELAIR INFO CENTRE 10AM SUNDAY MARCH 31 

 

 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

 

The Annual General Meeting is in March. Nomination forms for positions are available from the Secretary. We 

need also Tuber Bank Convenor, Registrar of Judges, New Members Group coordinators and society 

photographer! 

 

 

 

 

CONSERVATION WORK ON CALADENIA RIGIDA 

 

NOSSA conservation officer Doug Bickerton reports that Caladenia rigida has been removed from the 

endangered species list.  

 

The populations at Mount Gawler are thriving under the SA Forestry management regime of spot burning, which 

has increased the quality and quantity of open woodland with a Lomandra fibrata understorey. This habitat really 

suits C. rigida. Years of hand pollination by NOSSA members has also helped the orchid increase in numbers.  

 

There was a brief hiccup in 1998 with the mountain bike riders trampling some populations but Doug brought 

management of Forestry and Mountain Bikers together and the result is that the Mountain Bike riders have been 

given a new, less environmentally sensitive area to play in, at a location closer to Adelaide. 

 

The populations at Millbrook are being well managed by the Friends of Millbrook and are also increasing and 

three other sites now have their own bush care groups. We only need the southern populations to be managed as 

well and the species will no longer be threatened. Its great to have good news on any species and also very 

pleasing that we have such a hard working Conservation officer. 

 

Doug has a grant to continue the work on the endangered Caladenia behrii . Several new small populations have 

been found, all in areas where management could increase their habitat. In addition suitable regenerating areas of 

once abused habitat have been located for re-introductions.  
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DIPODIUM PARDALINUM 

FIELD TRIP REPORT by Kerry Bates  

 

A dozen members met early on 17
th
 January to look at Dipodium species in the Hills near Adelaide. Ostensibly we 

would be looking for the recently described D. pardalinum D.L. Jones. The species was described from Western 

Victoria but had been recognised in SA for nearly twenty years by Kath Alcock of Naracoorte as being something 

different. Kath was also the first person to recognise Dipodium campanulatum as a distinct species and she 

showed us both of them growing north of Naracoorte in the early Eighties. We did not expect that either would 

occur in the Adelaide Hills but two years ago Denzel Murfet and Rosemary Taplin found D. pardalinum at Deep 

Creek on Fleurieu Peninsula, then last year Cathy and Mal Houston found a single plant just a few kilometres 

from Adelaide. 

 

Despite a forecast for 38 degrees it was about 22 degrees when we 

assembled at the Kenneth Stirling CP with our guides the Houstons. 

We took the short loop walk from the car park enjoying the many fine 

specimens of Dipodium roseum, with Kath telling us that sadly the 

plant of D. pardalinum had not reappeared this year. We were heading 

back to the carpark when Kath smiled and said "There's something 

special you might like to see over here." She had literally led us up the 

garden path until this point, for there under the gum trees in sandy 

loam with a thick layer of humus, were three fine specimens of  D. 

pardalinum some 50cm tall, with large white flowers covered with 

contrasting crimson spots; even the labellum was spotted, not striped 

like the familiar D. roseum. Other characters separating the two species 

included the pale pink ovary and pedicel and the longer narrower 

column appendages of D. pardalinum. A plant of D. roseum only 

metres away was ideal for comparison and the photographers were 

busy with both. This was one of our most exciting finds for months and 

a fine way to start the year! 

 

The area has an unusual mix of orchids; the seedpods of Gastrodia were seen nearby and on a previous NOSSA 

excursion we had seen Microtis rara and M. atrata as well as fine examples of Prasophyllum australe and P. 

constrictum. All these species are rare near Adelaide. Another odd feature of the tracksides was the large number 

of native grass species the genera Agrostis, Austrodanthonia, Austrostipa, Deyeuxia, Dichelachne, Elymus, 

Eragrostis, Joycea, Microlaena, Neurachnee, Poa and Themeda being represented. Despite the very dry 

conditions wildflowers like Bursaria, abundantly smothered in white blooms, Lobelia gibbosa with sky-blue, 

orchid-like flowers and yellow Tricoryne elatior contrasted with the pink dipodiums and above us bees buzzed in 

the gum-blossom. 

 

By lunch time the temperature was moving into the mid thirties so we did not go to Wirraminna, although some of 

the more heat tolerant folk continued on to other orchid sites: in fact after looking for a mythical Summer 

flowered fire orchid and finding pure white Dipodium roseum instead (in Sir Mark Oliphant CP in an area where 

Caleana major have also been seen) some intrepid members arrived home after dark.  

 

Many thanks to our guides Cathy and Malcolm.  
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53 DIPODIUM ROSEUM POISONED AT MT LOFTY  

 

Following the loss of seven Dipodium in 1997 at Mt Lofty Summit during construction of the new carpark it was 

disappointing to note the loss of 53 plants at Mt Lofty Botanic Gardens in December 1998. A visit by several 

NOSSA members revealed 53 flower spikes in areas sprayed with herbicide. All plants were later seen twisted 

and dead. Many other native plants were also killed. With so many plants recorded dead in public land we wonder 

how many are lost every year on private property. What chance do our orchids have. 

 

 

 

Letter From Les McHugh on Chiloglottis trapeziformis. 

 

'The enclosed article is from Marian Beek who passed on recently. It 

deals with the bird orchids Chiloglottis trapeziformis in South 

Australia. The story begins near Bordertown in 1925 with the birth 

of Kath Ridgeway. Kath grew up on a farm where she rode her 

horse through the bush developing a love of nature. After two years 

in the Australian Women's Army she married to become Kath 

Alcock.  

 

The family worked a 320acre farm at Comaum in an area of pine 

plantation, pasture and bush. Kath had a keen eye for orchids and 

one day while out rabbiting among the pines she spotted some odd 

orchid leaves she had never seen before. Local (Naracoorte) 

naturalist Marian Beek encapsulates the story...' 

 

 

 

 

A NEW ORCHID FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIA  

 by Marian Beek 1970 

 

The genus Chiloglottis was not represented in South Australia until two years ago when friend Kath Alcock 

visited me one day with the question "Do you know a greenhood with only two leaves?" I took her into my bush-

house and showed her a pot of Chiloglottis reflexa.  

 

"Do they look like this?"  

 

"Yes" she answered , "I went out to the pines yesterday and found a colony of nine plants and four have buds."  

 

That was in June 1968 and as the plants were in bud we knew they were not C. reflexa which is autumn flowered. 

The plants grew in a pine forest not far from the Victorian border just five minutes walk from Kath's farm and she 

kept a close eye on them. To her dismay she noticed rabbits were fond of them too. Kath put wire netting over 

them and the blackbirds tried to scratch underneath....nevertheless that September the flowers opened and with the 

help of Rupp's 'Orchids of NSW' we managed to identify them as C. trapeziformis and Ray Nash who visited soon 

after confirmed it.  
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Chiloglottis trapeziformis occurs in eastern Australia from SE Queensland to Eastern Victoria. There are no 

records of the orchid in between there and Comaum. How is it possible that they suddenly turn up in SA? Could 

the wind have carried seeds or were birds responsible? In the meantime the little colony is expanding and last year 

19 plants and 10 flowers were seen. For the time being the orchids are safe but what will happen when it is time 

for the pines to be felled (This article or a similar one may have appeared in The Orchadian in 1971). 

 

Hugh continues .... "could they be remnants of an old 

population now mostly gone due to human intervention? 

Every year we see the known distribution of orchid 

species extended as more people look for them in odd 

places. The recent discovery of Caleana major in 

northern Queensland at Ravenshoe... an extension of 

nearly 700km comes to mind. C. valida and C. 

formicifera in New Zealand are thought to be wind 

blown migrants. C. trapeziformis is now known to occur 

at several sites in central and southern Victoria ie at 

Ballarat just 200km from Comaum and we do get some 

pretty strong Easterlies which can last for days. A 

retired friend who grows orchids and once worked in 

Forestry told me that some of the equipment used by 

forestry workers in the South-east came from NSW and 

was not washed before it was used in South Australia. 

 

In September 1996 we visited the site with the Baileys. 

It was a shock to see that the pines had been felled 

months before and the orchids could not be seen. We 

quickly informed the Dept of Environment who 

contacted Trevor Wynniat the forestry officer. Our next 

step was to search the area stump by stump marking as 

we went. Kath told us the colony had increased to 

hundreds of plants by 1990 so we did not believe they 

were lost. After hours of searching we hit pay-dirt. The 

location was clearly marked and when it is sprayed with 

herbicide this year the colony will be covered with tarpaulins. In the meantime some of the plants have been 

transplanted to suitable habitat nearby and a few tubers given to growers in 4 states! As an added bonus Forestry 

SA have set aside a half acre of land nearby where other orchids have been found 

 

We gratefully acknowledge the help of people like Trevor and his department. We are determined that this South 

Australian clone of C. trapeziformis will survive! Other orchids in the protected site are Acianthus pusillus, 

Caladenia latifolia, Corybas diemenicus, C. incurvus, C. unguiculatus, Cyrtostylis robusta, Diuris sulphurea, 

Thelymitra juncifolia and T. pauciflora. 

 

(l suspect that before settlement three or four Chiloglottis species grew in our South East. Two (C. trapeziformis 

and C. cornuta) still occur there but C. reflexa and C. valida probably grew near Mt Gambier until their habitat 

was converted to farmland as both occur in western Victoria in similar habitat today Ed.)  
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BOOK REVIEW: Orchids South-West Australia, 1998 edition.  R. Bates  

 

Four hundred and sixty pages of Western Australia's wonderful native orchids in glorious colour!  

 

The latest edition, recently published, of Orchids of South-West Australia by Hoffman & Brown updates names 

and includes a supplement with 34 new taxa.  

 

The quality is even better than the previous editions, once again with a large photograph for each species on the 

same page as description and distribution map. Although the cover is unchanged and most of the photographs are 

as for the previous edition , much of the information is updated. For example the first line in the main body of text 

in the 1990 edition says "The genus Caladenia contains some 160 species..."  

 

The 1998 edition says "The genus Caladenia contains some 180 or so species....". (Although if we add on the 

recently named Tasmanian species that figure is already out of date!) Once we are in the treatment of Caladenia it 

is noticeable that Hopper and Brown's Caladenia varians has now been divided into six species, many with their 

own subspecies.  

 

Another change more significant to us in South Australia is on page 115 where in the 1990 edition we find a WA 

species with the name Caladenia tentaculata which in the 1998 edition has been changed to C. longifimbriata, 

thereby showing that true C. tentaculata does not occur in WA. Hopper & Brown accept the name Pyrorchis 

which replaces the use of Burnettia for WA species. 

 

In the supplement there are several species of interest to us in SA. The first Caladenia added is C. bicalliata ssp 

cleistogama which reminds us that there is more than one form of C. bicalliata in SA! The new species C. 

erythrochila is similar to some of our red C. filamentosa in SA and reminds us that there is much to be done on 

our own members of this group of very cryptic species.  

 

An apparent error arises with the inclusion on page 426 of a helmet orchid labelled as C. aff. despectans. This 

plate actually shows true C. despectans while plate 232 in the book which is labelled as C. despectans is actually 

C. expansus or a close relative. See plates in Orchids of South Australia for comparison! To the scientists among 

us it may have been better to have published all these new species validly in the same volume.  

 

The plate of Paracaleana lyonsii is particularly interesting as it provides evidence for Paracaleana being the 

same genus as Caleana because this new species has features of both genera, ie the sepals reflexed as in Caleana 

major!  

 

One of the amazing aspects of this supplement is the inclusion of more Thelymitra aff. variegata. These are 

outstanding. Irritatingly none of the Hopper & Brown names seem to have been validated (and there are about a 

hundred of them) even though they have been around for almost ten years.  

 

This latest addition to Australian Native Orchid books retails at $60 but if enough people show interest we may be 

able to sell it to members with a discount. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER BUSHFIRES AND ORCHIDS 

 

Several large summer wild-fires in South Australia in the last 2 months may lead to some interesting orchid finds 

this Spring depending on rains. The most notable have been in Ngarkat CP adjacent the Victorian border (90 000 

hectares), Hincks CP on Eyre Peninsula (20 000 hectares) and Dutchmans Stern CP in the Flinders Ranges. This 

last park is our NOSSA survey park for 1999.  
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DIURIS BEHRII  VANDALISED  

 

The following letter published in December last year in the Mt Barker COURIER emphasises the continuing loss 

of native orchids.  

 

Sir--   Over years of caring for the remaining native 

vegetation in the district, members of the Mount Barker 

District Environmental Association have found only 

two populations of the Cowslip Orchid Diuris behrii . 

One is at the Echunga Cemetery Reserve, the other in 

woodland at the Kanmantoo Mine.  

 

Both these places are irreplaceable vestiges of habitat 

largely lost. The Cowslip Orchid is rated as 'rare' for the 

State and 'vulnerable' for the Southern Mount Lofty 

Ranges.  

 

We are dismayed that the Mt Barker District Council, 

for no apparent reason, has cleared away the diverse 

patch of native grassland at the Echunga cemetery 

which contained the Cowslip Orchid. In October the 

grassland area was full of wildflowers.  

 

It is hard to believe anyone would scrape it away 

without noticing. In a couple of  minutes one person 

with a bulldozer has destroyed all the work our 

association has done at this site. Unfortunately the other site at Kanmantoo is likely to be rezoned from woodland 

to Industrial.  

 

Diuris behrii may soon be extinct in our district ....... 

 

Andrew Crompton  

President, Mt Barker District Environmental Association 

 

 

(As a young person I knew of over fifty sites for D. behrii in the Mount Barker District. Ed.) 

 

Another orchid once common at Echunga cemetery was Caladenia rigida! Ed).  
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TUBER BANK. 1998-1999 Report  by Thelma  

 

This season we offered 65 lots (66 last year) but with a higher number of tubers offered by locals. Introduction of 

envelopes for packaging made things easier. Next year we hope to get smaller envelopes though!  

 

Although there were four less orders there were two very large orders which saw more tubers sent than ever. If 

you received your order in slide boxes we'd love to have them returned for recycling.  

 

And so with regret I say farewell to the fascinating, frustrating, fulfilling convenor position. I wish the new 

convenor every blessing. I intend to grow on the extra tubers to top up next year's tuber bank. 

 

 

 

 

NEW HYBRID REGISTRATIONS AND THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CONNECTION 

 

From the Latest Orchid Review comes these --- 

 

HYBRID NAME  PARENTAGE  REGISTRANT 

 

CALOMITRA  

Calomitra Memoria Jack Warcup  Calochilus robertsonii x Thelymitra nuda H. Beyrle 

 

DIURIS  

Diuris Kookaburra  D. punctata x D. venosa  H. Beyrle 

 

THELYMITRA  

Thelymitra Helios  T. aristata x T. benthamiana  H. Beyrle  

Thelymitra NOSSA  T. aristata x nuda  H. Beyrle  

Thelymitra Sleeping Beauty  T. Kay Nesbitt x T. nuda  H. Beyrle 

 

POMATOCHILUS  

Pomatochilus Helgas Surprise  Sarcochilus cecilae x Pomatocalpa macphersonii H. Geppert 

 

SARCOCHILUS  

Sarcochilus Rachel  Sarcochilus hartmannii x S. Heidi  R. Clements  

  (By S. Batchelor) 

 

Yes we as NOSSA have an orchid named after us. It is fascinating that we should have our European friends like 

Heinrich making and registering hybrids from South Australian orchids but it is only fair as our President George 

has been hybridising European terrestrial orchids and registering the crosses for many years. (We are not sure but 

we suspect that the Thelymitra aristata referred to above is our Adelaide Hills Thelymitra grandiflora).  

 

The name Thelymitra Sleeping Beauty seems most apt for a hybrid made from T. Kay Nesbitt, a cross honouring 

the late Kay Nesbitt.  

 

It is also worth noting that the majority of hybrids made with Australian terrestrial orchids involve South 

Australian species! We can expect a proliferation of Australian terrestrial orchid hybrid registrations in the next 

few years including our first Caleana x Paracaleana a cross recently flasked. 
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THE 1998 ORCHID YEAR IN THE BUSH  

 

As in most of the last ten years, rainfall in 1998 was below average in most orchid districts particularly the Mt 

Lofty Ranges, Kangaroo Island, the South East, the Flinders Ranges and the Eastern districts. In the Eastern 

districts there was almost a nil result, no orchids flowering at all. Rainfall was well dispersed however and only 

light frosts occurred so that in the Mallee, Yorke Peninsula and Eyre Peninsula orchids flowered well.  

 

As reported in previous issues of the Journal many new species, new records and extensions of known distribution 

were made. These include five new Caladenia species which although they had been hinted at previously were 

found in 1998 in good numbers.  

 

Five new records for the Northern Lofty region was unexpected. Even in December extensions of distribution 

were made. The Houstons found Dipodium pardalinum at Bangham Forest in good numbers, previously it was 

thought to be very rare in SA. Cathy and Mal also as located the same species near Adelaide. Quite an extension! 

The Bridles found a Prasophyllum near Mt Boothby in the South-east which looks suspiciously like the Southern 

Lofty endemic P. pruinosum, unless its another new Praso discovered by Thelma! 

 

 

 

 

From the Library  Geoff Edwards  

 

With the Australian Orchid Review in folders it is easier to find the articles which relate to our Australian 

Natives. To further aid your search I have listed some articles which are well worth reading, they are all in one 

folder perfectly packaged for a good month's reading!  

 

December 1991  The Starry Sarcochilus Alison and Mark Webb 

 

February 1992  Fifty Years Ago ... gives an interesting method to grow Dendrobium aemulum, Dendrobium 

linguiforme, Dendrobium schneiderae.  

 1991 Ira Butler Trophy Awards (article and photograph of Bob Bates' Caladenia cross 

which received the Gold Trophy) 

 

April 1992  Dendrobium kingianum, The Pink Rock Orchid. Western Australian Terrestrials - 

Thelymitra Ron Heberle 

 

October 1993  Conservation of Native Orchids Len Lawler 

 

February 1994  1993 Ira Butler Awards (article and photograph of Nesbitt Orchids' Pterostylus taurus) 

Bushfires in NSW - January 1994.  

 My interest in Orchids Alick Dockrill 

 

April 1994  Introduction to Dendrobium discolor Ken Macpherson  

 A Ravineous Beauty - Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii Webb 

 

December 1994  Thoughts and observations on red spotted Dendrobium speciosum  

 

Note a 'bonus' read in each Edition is 'Fifty Five Years Ago' by Len Lawler )  
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NATIVE HERBIVORES: CAN WE LET NATURE TAKE ITS COURSE?  

 BY HUGH POSSINGHAM AND PHIL SCOTT 

 

While the management of vertebrate herbivores like rabbits and goats is occasionally controversial, Australians 

are generally committed to the destruction of these pests which are known to threaten many species of native 

plant (and indirectly native animals as well). As the Kangaroo Island Koala episode highlighted, a more 

controversial issue is Native Herbivore Management, especially in areas set aside for nature conservation. Why 

are some wildlife managers and scientists calling for culling of native herbivores in conservation areas? Surely 

their success is a sign of our successful management of introduced herbivores and predators! A simple answer is 

the specific observation that some native plants are threatened with extinction by native herbivores, like 

Caladenia behrii at Para Wirra. A more complex answer draws on ecological theory. 

 

If pests are removed from a park it would be nice to think that the ecological balance will be restored so that 

further management is unnecessary. This hope is flawed for many reasons. Firstly this "balance of nature" we 

learnt about 20 years ago and still see on nature programs does not exist. The composition and function of 

ecosystems can fluctuate wildly and in a fragmented and highly disturbed landscape we do need to reduce these 

fluctuations to prevent extinctions.  

 

The reserve system is fragmented a constellation of islands in a landscape managed for other purposes. Large 

predators like the dingo have disappeared from many areas (Thylacines and other native predators the dingos 

replaced disappeared long before). Food and water are now more available for herbivores, especially in wooded 

reserves surrounded by farmland with pasture, crops and watering points. These effects have created a larger 

herbivore density than is sustainable. Ultimately populations will decline through starvation and disease , but how 

much degradation of the plant community will occur in the meantime? Can we say that nature is just taking its 

course when the situation has been induced by human activities? In these circumstances is an undisturbed 

population of native herbivores un-managed or mismanaged!  

 

(From Parks and Wildlife Magazine ....Spring 1998)  

 

(This question has been raised many times in our NOSSA journal, it is great to see it going further .... Eds) 

 

 

 

GROWING TERRESTRIAL ORCHIDS WITH HELEN RICHARDS  

 

A recent article in the ANOS Vic Bulletin by Helen Wild summed up what must have been a very detailed talk by 

expert terrestrial grower Helen Richards.  

 

In regards to potting media Helen has successfully grown orchids in damp tissues, newspaper, commercial potting 

mix and plain sandy loam but her most successful mix is one developed by ANOS Vic. It comprises  

1part bush loam  

1 part buzzer chips (wood shavings)  

1part leaf mould  

2 parts coarse sand  

plus a little blood and bone fertiliser.  

 

The mix is often varied to suit the individual ie more coarse sand to improve drainage, more leaf mould to 

increase moisture retention in dry conditions.  

 

The mix should be replaced frequently. Helen mentions the success some people have with growing orchids in 

sphagnum and advises that a medium used by Andrew Paget to deflask seedlings is sphagnum and polystyrene 

with small amount of Dynamic Lifter.  

 

Terrestrials rarely do well in the ground because the grower has little control of conditions. Plastic or terra cotta 

pots are equally good.  * A Commercial Terrestrial Orchid mix is now available in Adelaide from Green Thumb 

Garden Supplies. 


