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NEXT MEETING 

 

Tuesday February 22
nd

 at 8.00 pm: Saint Matthews Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. This is our first meeting of 

the new century. Gardening expert Phil Smoult will talk on 'What's available for Orchid Growers' 

 

Doors open at 7.15 to allow the Trading table to set up . 
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DIARY DATES 

 

December 27  Summer Orchids of the South Coast  Second Valley  

January 3-4  Three Dipodium species  Naracoorte  

January 16  Dipodium special  Cherry Gardens  

April 3-4 2000  SE Genoplesiums, Pterostylis parviflora Mt Monster  

July 2000  Ghost Corybas  Maccy  

Oct 5-8  Native Orchid Conference  Melbourne  

 

 

 

Next Committee Meeting: Wed February 2
nd

  2000 at the Guy home Pasadena. 

 

 

 

BEST WISHES FOR THE YEAR 2000 From your committee!  
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FINAL FUNCTION FOR THE CENTURY  

 

Forty two NOSSA members attended the end of Century barbecue in Hazelwood Park on a perfect early 

Summer's day. It was great to see country members such as the Bayleys, members who have been unable to attend 

meetings such as Cathy and Sue Warcup, at least a dozen foundation members and past presidents like Gerry 

Carne. This made the event a great time to catch up with all those friends made over the last 25 years! 

 

 

 

ON THE BENCH  

 

Epiphytes:  

 

Bulbophyllum schillerianum, Cymbidium canaliculatum, Dendrobium Cheino, Dendrobium Blushing Star, 

Dendrobium polysema var. pallidum, Dockrillia cucumerina, Dockrillia prenticei, Sarcochilus hartmannii, 

Sarcochilus Cherie x Fitzhart, Sarcochilus Melba. 

 

Terrestrials:  

 

Dipodium ensifolium.  

 

Occasionally we read rash statements like 'Dipodium is impossible to cultivate'. But there are easy to grow 

species... at least if you have a glasshouse. George actually grows his D. ensifolium in a heated glasshouse but he 

reckons it would grow cold in Adelaide. Russell Job agreed as the species is most common on the inland side of 

the Atherton Tableland. Another cultivable species is D. pandanifolium from northern Australia. Of course both 

these species have leaves, growing the leafless South Aussie species would be another matter altogether.  

 

 

 

 

THERE WAS NO JUDGING THIS MONTH. 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY FIELD TRIPS  

 

THREE DIPODIUMS ..... MEET NARACOORTE POST OFFICE MONDAY JANUARY 3 AT 9AM. 

 

ANNUAL DIPODIUM EXCURSION IN THE HILLS .... MEET AT 9AM ON SUNDAY JANUARY 16 AT 

CHERRY GARDENS CEMETERY. 

 

 

 

 

GRAND AUCTION  

 

MANY THANKS TO OUR AUCTIONEERS  

Reg Shooter, Noel Oliver, Bill Dear and John Gay.  

Thank you also to all those who donated items for auction and those who joined in some spirited bidding. Profits 

amounted to about $300  
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FIELD TRIP REPORT Echunga Police Reserve  By Barb Bayley  

 

On October 16
th
  this year sixteen members gathered   at the Jupiter Creek  turnoff  near Echunga  and followed 

Geoff and Pauline Edwards to the traditional NOSSA  Spring   Picnic site. Before our orchid walk began we were 

reminded of the  dangers lurking  in this bushland .... old mineshafts; diggings and snakes. 

 

Two  Thelymitra grandiflora stood tall amid  the yaccas and although past  their best (some flowers  had  swelling 

ovaries) the photographers  made the  most of the find as  the warmth  and humidity had the  top flowers  well 

open! 

 

Caladenia reticulata and C. tentaculata   were soon 

located, along, with some  tall specimens  of 

Calochilus robertsonii.   Pollinators of  Acianthus 

caudatus  had been very busy as there   were  

numerous  seedpods and odd half spent flowers. 

Glossodia  major flowers varied from  white  to 

deep purple-mauve. 

 

A single Thelymitra antennifera in flower was  a 

surprise and a pink  flowered T. juncifolia gave 

some a  rush of blood .... no  doubt they were  

hoping it was  the  rare  T. irregularis. There  were 

the  usual blue T. juncifolia as well as T. truncata 

mixed  with mostly finished T. rubra. 

 

The sky suddenly darkened and  temperatures 

dropped. Light rain was  the signal for a  lunch 

break under cover. After lunch, orchid hunting 

began again and we  found Caladenia carnea  with  

palest   flowers and Pterostylis pedunculata on the 

walls  of an old mine shaft. Leaves were  found of 

Acianthus pusillus, Corybas, Leptoceras, Pyrorchis, Cyrtostylis and Microtis. A young shrike-thrush was startled 

by our presence and fell  into some diggings but with a  little attention it managed to  flutter out. During  this 

episode  a  Caladenia pusilla was  located and nearby a  Thelymitra  aff. pauciflora  without hair tufts .... was this  

T. sanscilia? No  it was   a  single freak specimen of a species which  normally keeps its flowers tightly closed 

unless there is a thunder storm about. We  were  lucky to  witness such a rare event. 

 

Many thanks to Geoff for organising this picnic day ... Perhaps  it could become an annual event again. 
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Fourth Australasian Native Orchid Conference and Show 

 

The Australasian Native Orchid Conference and Shows are the premier events on the Australian native orchid 

enthusiast's calendar. With the number of activities that are planned to surround this the 4th Conference, it is no 

wonder that these rare jewels are scheduled years apart. 

 

While there will not be a moment to spare around the event, the registration price has been kept to a minimum. 

The registration rate of $160 ($135 companion rate) is very good value as it covers attendance at all sessions of 

speakers, the Cocktail Party, a copy of the Proceedings Book, unlimited entrance to the Show and Sales area, a 

Conference badge and priority on all tours. The Show and Sales areas will total 600 square metres. The show will 

also feature an art and craft display and a photography competition on the theme of 'Extraordinary Native 

Orchids'. Don't forget the orchid and non orchid tours which provide great opportunity to meet new friends from 

all over the World. To top it off there is the Conference Dinner and informal barbecues. 

 

It is now less than a year away and we recommend getting in early as the registration rate will be $200 after April 

1
st
 ! 

 

 Discount is available to groups (minimum 10 persons per cheque) at $144 (companion $112) so all you clubs out 

there get organized and save money. 

 

The Conference is being held at Karralyka Center in Ringwood 25km east of Melbourne GPO. Car parking 

facilities are excellent and public transport is a short walk away. A variety of accommodation has been organized 

to suit all budgets with discount.  

 

For further info. Contact the secretariat: PO box 2152 Templestowe Heights 3107. Ph. 03 98509867.  

E-mail: dickthom@melbpc.org.au 

 

 

 

 

A NEW PUBLICATION ORCHIDS OF THE ANGLESEA DISTRICT.  

 

After a few years of deliberations as to whether or not to 

undertake the project, and about two years in the production, 

Everett Foster and Margaret MacDonald are pleased to 

announce the publication of this book. Their concern about 

the destruction of orchid habitat and the fact that many 

orchids are therefore becoming rarer or even facing extinction 

has been the driving force in the production of the book. It is 

hoped that visitors to Anglesea, as well as orchid enthusiasts 

will be encouraged to support efforts to conserve this rich 

heritage.  

 

Included in the contents are the details of 100 orchids of the 

Anglsea District with a Colour Photograph, Name Derivation, 

Description, Flowering Time, Local Habitat and Local 

Conservation Status.  

 

The book size is 20cm x 10.5cm which is larger than that 

illustrated, has 112 pages and is designed to be a Field Guide. 

The cost is $25 per copy, plus $2.25 postage and packaging if 

required.  

 

Books may be ordered from: Everett Foster, 1 Elizabeth St., 

Belmont. 3216, or from: Margaret MacDonald, P.O. Box 160, 

Aireys Inlet. 3221.  
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THE GENUS SARCOCHILUS  By Reg Shooter 

 

The genus is endemic to Australia. This means it grows here and nowhere  else. Similar plants found throughout 

New Guinea and Asia which had been previously included in Sarcochilus have now been placed in other genera. 

There acre between  14 and 16 species in the genus depending on which botanist you listen to. The  genus is still 

being reviewed by taxonomists. We the growers  are not terribly affected by all this we just keep growing and 

enjoying them. 

 

The correct pronunciation is 'sarko-kilus', with emphasis 

on the 'ch' as 'k'. Sarcochilus are either epiphytic or 

lithophytic, meaning they grow on trees  or rocks. In 

general they prefer cool, shady conditions  with good air 

movement. They are often  found near water. One 

exception is Sarcochilus ceciliae which favours cliffs 

and  rocks in quite exposed situations so that the  leaves 

may take on a purplish tinge. Sarcochilus can be found 

from northern Tasmania right up the eastern seaboard to 

the tip of Cape  York. 

 

Sarcochilus do not have pseudobulbs therefore cannot 

store moisture  for any length of time in the way 

Cymbidiums can.  They do have thick, fleshy leaves 

which help them  survive short periods of drought. To 

maintain cultivated plants in peak condition, however 

they should be kept uniformly moist. Plants will not 

tolerate  dry, still conditions. A shade house with 50% 

shade, increasing to 70% in summer, away from 

buildings and large trees which may affect air 

movement is ideal. Even better is a cold glasshouse with 

evaporative cooler to control summer heat and provide 

humidity. Extra warmth in winter may do wore harm than good.  

 

Squat pots or saucers are preferable  to deep pots. I have  some specimen plants of Sarcochilus hartmannii in 

nurseryrnen seed  trays where  they  
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seem to double in size every year.  

 

Compost should be free draining yet retain some moisture: A good basic mix is 2 thirds seedling bark, with  

perlite chopped sphagnum and some marble chips or bluestone. Sarcochilus are not large plants so at no time 

should be should be over-potted. Seedlings often flower in 2" tubes. 

 

Autumn is probably the best time to repot. Move 

up one size so that one or two years growth will fill 

the new pot. Autumn is a time of vigorous growth. 

Plants respond  to regular weekly feeds of half 

strength, fertilizer. Any general fertilizer will do. I 

use Phostragen for the simple reason that it is easy 

to use, completely dissolves and is well balanced. 

About once a month in Summer I flush the plants 

with fresh water, where possible rainwater, to flush 

out built up salts from the tapwater. 

 

Sarcochilus are not bothered a great deal by pests. 

The thick leaves seem  to be unpalatable to 

caterpillars. Slugs and snails which will eat small 

seedlings can be controlled with baits or just 

picked off. Scale can be a problem but a spray with 

malathion as soon as pests appear will keep them 

under control.  

 

Always keep your growing area clean ... Get rid of weeds under and around benches. Do not leave empty pots 

lying around for snails to hide in. Remove dead leaves from benches and keep everything tidy. 

 

The easiest species to obtain and grow in Adelaide is S. hartmanii. A little more difficult are S. falcatus and S. 

fitzgeraldii. Only try the difficult S. weinthalii, S. olivaceus and S. australis when you have mastered the others 

and can adjust conditions to suit them. In  recent years the hybridsts have produced many easy to grow hybrids 

and cultivars in a variety of colours and forms from pure white to deepest pink with splashes, spots and suffusions 

of colour. Florafest nursery is  probably the leader in this field with plants easily available in nurseries or on Club 

trading tables. Sarcochilus flower later than most Aussie natives ... Around late September through to November 

thereby extending your flowering season!  

 

Why not try some next year! !  
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What a Find...  By Ann Tindall  

 

A visit to the Alpine National Park in Victoria in early November revealed an astonishing number of orchids in 

flower! In an area about 1km across, in one day we found 32 taxa in flower, two in bud and a few Corybas leaves.  

 

The species involved were Caladenia hildae, C. gracilis, C. phaeoclavia, C. clavigera, C. alpina, C. fitzgeraldii, 

C. fitzgeraldii x C. clavigera, C. carnea, C. congesta, C. filamentosa, C. filamentosa x C. fitzgeraldii, C. 

tentaculata, Calochilus robertsonii, Chiloglottis valida, C. x pescottiana, C. trapeziformis, Diuris sulphurea, D. 

pardina, Glossodia major, Prasophyllum sp. in bud, Pterostylis aff. longifolia (red labellum), P. aff. longifolia 

(pale), P. foliata, P. nutans, P. mutica, P. pedunculata, P. falcata, P. aenigma, P. curta, Microtis sp., Thelymitra 

nuda, T. ixioides, T. media, T. x truncata, and T. simulata.  

 

Isn't it wonderful that in these times of habitat loss and degradation there are still places which support such 

diversity! 

 

 

 

A MORNING'S ORCHID HUNTING WITH IAN ST GEORGE  By Bob  

 

Ian St George, editor of New Zealand Native Orchid Group Journal and author of the recently published book 

New Zealand Native Orchids visited Adelaide with wife Kristy on November 18- 21. He was keen to see several 

of our Adelaide Hills orchids which are similar to New Zealand taxa so a morning excursion was arranged for the 

21
st
. 

 

Our first stop at Nurutti Reserve Aldgate revealed the late form of Thelymitra juncifolia with small, self pollinated 

flowers. Ian's verdict on that one ... "same as our New Zealand T. aff. ixioides".  

 

Kristy found a large patch of Microtis parviflora. "We have this form in New Zealand," was Ian's comment. Also 

at Nurutti were Monadenia and Dipodium which were new to our guests.  

 

Our next stop at Gurrs Road, Scott Creek turned up a large colony of Orthoceras strictum all with purplish 

flowers. After recent discussion on the possibility of this species in New Zealand I was surprised when Ian said he 

had never seen anything in New Zealand with such long floral bracts, tall sepals and long pointed labellum. Also 

here was a late Microtis arenaria and Ian had seen those across the Tasman, likewise with an adjacent patch of M. 

frutetorum.  

 

At Scott Creek oval the Gastrodia were mostly finished, nevertheless Ian's verdict was that our Gastrodia 

sesamoides does not occur in New Zealand. The tall Microtis here was similar to M. frutetorum and again 

resembled New Zealand forms.  

 

We drove over to Kuitpo to look at duck orchids and who should be there but a group of NOSSA members hard at 

work weeding out Monadenia. The duck orchids were both new to Ian but we suspected the Caleana minor to be 

the same as the New Zealand form (which Ian had not seen). Both are self pollinated. Calochilus aff. robertsonii 

was similar to the New Zealand plants but the buttercup yellow Diuris brevifolia reminded us that no Diuris have 

ever been seen wild in the land of the kiwi. A senescent Pyrorchis nigricans lived up to its species name in being 

totally black! An unusual find on the track was a Dipodium spike in bud with a separate spike emerging from half 

way up the stem .... some NOSSA members photographed this one to prove it can happen. 

 

After lunch at Mt Lofty summit (not exactly Mount Cook I know) Ian and Kristy had to rush off to the airport. It 

had been a quick but successful whistlestop tour .... Other orchids seen included Pterostylis foliata in seed 

(another orchid from the land of the Long White Cloud), P. biseta and P. excelsa (the rufa group do not exist in 

NZ), Caladenia tentaculata and 8 different Thelymitra in seed (New Zealand sun orchids don't flower until most 

of ours have finished).  
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NEW BOOK: Tropical Orchids of South East Asia  

 

This book by David Banks is not available in Book Shops but can be ordered through David at $20 a copy plus $5 

postage from dbanks@ozemail.com.au or at 39 Carole St Seven Hills 2147. 

 

 

 

MANY THANKS TO GEORGE NIEUWENHOVEN  

 

George has filled in as Registrar of judges for some time now. He will hand over to new Registrar Reg Shooter in 

2000! 

 

 

 

STILL NEEDED raffle ticket seller.!!  

 

Easy sit down job good chance to socialise with members as you help raise money for our Society. See any 

member of committee if you can help us here. Two people sharing the job is the ideal way to go. 

 

 

 

TRIP REPORT: RUFA GROUP SPECIAL Nov 6
th
  By Gary Guide  

 

This was our first ever Special of this kind and proved to be very popular. Our challenge was to see how many 

Pterostylis of the Rufa group we could find in one day. We chose the most overcleared part of the State for this 

survey and I guess some of those present doubted that we would see any orchids .......... how could we expect 

much north of Adelaide, in farmland, in November! 

 

Some twenty people met at Halbury in cool weather after rain. Our quarry was Pterostylis excelsa, the tallest 

species of the 'rufa' complex. Our leader sent us into a tiny patch of mallee and native pines and set us the 

challenge of finding a 60cm tall specimen. Over 100 flower spikes were found and several were almost 60cm in 

height. There were some very attractive forms which made a great introduction to a species many of us had never 

seen before.  

 

There were several other rufa group species here .... dead remains of P. pusilla and P. boormanii none with 

seedpods, dozens of P. mutica with lots of capsules already dehisced, a single Pterostylis aff. biseta 'tall', its 

hybrid with P. excelsa and most amazing of all a specimen of Pterostylis 'Halbury' with a single perfect flower on 

a 30 cm stem, 10 dead flowers below and at just 6cm up the same stem a seedpod already turned grey after 

releasing seed weeks before! ! This same plant had been seen in flower in August. 

 

It was an attractive drive along dirt roads to Spring Gully and the same site we had visited a month earlier. Most 

of the species we had seen then had finished but a new set had taken their place. We had seen Thelymitra nuda in 

flower and seed on that previous visit and now here were huge pale blue Thelymitra aff. nuda to 1m high with up 

to 30 flowers some 4 cm across, in full flower and with many in bud. The botanists don't know what to do with 

this complex! Nearby was a fine group of Thelymitra grandiflora in seed. Now, why hadn't we seen these a month 

earlier?  

 

There had been several species of Microtis in flower on our October visit which were now mostly past it yet there 

was actually a late flowered species just coming into flower. Caladenia aff. tensa were still in flower too. But we 

were here to look at rufa group Pterostylis. Ken and Barb Bayley took us to the top of the Falls and after much 

scratching around we notched up just 5 flowers of Pterostylis biseta. Lunch was enjoyed at a fine picnic spot 

looking over the Blyth Plains. One of our members had a  
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The final stop was to be made 45 minutes away near Hallett this was what most of us were waiting for ..... the 

legendary Pterostylis despectans. Could something like that really grow in an area as overgrazed as this? 

 

As we arrived at the secret location an amusing event took place a tourist from the nearby Tooralie Bed and 

Breakfast, by coincidence, arrived just before us and opened the gate at the start of the track to Mt Bryan Summit 

(highest point in the Mt Lofty Range!). Our guide took advantage of this and drove through, parking adjacent and 

indicating to our party to pull in .... but instead most of them followed a bemused stranger all the way up to the 

Summit through several gates, all held open by the poor tourist. At the very top the view was superb but after 

Malcolm commented 'there aren't any orchids here!' and the stranger looked totally blank everyone realised their 

mistake.  

 

Twenty minutes later we were all together again and looking at some thirty flowering specimens of Pterostylis 

despectans and what a weird plant it is. The leaves had shrivelled a month earlier and now the ridiculous, cryptic 

little flower spikes had shot up to 4 cm high, just to put their flowers back down on long twisted peduncles onto 

the ground. They would have been practically invisible if not for Doug Bickerton and Bob Bates marking 130 

plants with green bamboo stakes back in August! (Doug is co-ordinating the recovery plan for this highly 

endangered species). The area is to be fenced off as soon as red tape will allow. Its astounding that after 150 years 

of grazing any orchids could be surviving. As no flowers had set seed we hand pollinated five. One other species 

of Rufa group Pterostylis was found .... a chewed specimen of the common form of P. biseta (but Pterostylis 

bicolor has also been reported from the area.) 

 

It had been a long day but most of us were well and truly satisfied. Over twenty species had been identified, ten of 

them in flower. 

 

Postscript: Doug visited a few weeks later and found 7 fat seedpods on the Pterostylis despectans. 

 

Thank you Barb Bayley for the illustration.  
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No  Name of orchid  Provenance  

1  Chiloglottis diphylla  Wardell NSW  

2  Chiloglottis formicifera (true)  Nowra NSW  

3  Chiloglottis affformicifera  ThirimereNSW  

4  Chiloglottis affformicifera  Wallangara Q1d  

5  Chiloglottis trapeziformis  Cravensville Vic  

6  Chiloglottis trapeziformis  Comaum -Penola SA  

7  Chiloglottis truncata  Andarumba Q1d  

8  Chiloglottis aff. truncata  Goombungee Qld  

9  Corybas fimbriatus  Thornleigh NSW  

10  Corybas hispidus red form  NSW  

11  Corybas hispidus  Q1d  

12  Corybas hispidus  Vic  

13  Cyrtostylis reniformis  Tasmania  

14  Cyrtostylis renifomus  Penola SA  

15  Cyrtostylis reniformis early  Guntawang NSW  

16  Cyrtostylis huegelii striped  WA  

17  Diuris amplissima  WA  

18  Diuris aff. orientis   

19  Diuris aff. corymbosa  WA  

20  Diuris magnifica  WA  

21  Pterostylis aff. alata  Tomaree NSW  

22  Pterostylis alveata  Loch Sport Vic  

23  Pterostylis collina usual form  Copeland NSW  

24  Pterostylis collina green  Copeland NSW  

25  Pterostylis concinna yellow  Eltham Vic  

26  Pterostylis x conglossa  Bligh Park NSW  

27  Pterostylis coccinea   

28  Pterostylis curta large   

29  Pterostylis curta variegated  Vic  

30  Pterostylis curta x pedunculata Natural Cross  Belair  

31  Pterostylis decurva  Bullock Hill Tas  

32  Pterostylis erects  Matcham Vic  

33  Pterostylis falcata x ingens natural cross  Vic  

34  Pterostylis hildae   

35  Pterostylis x ingens  Sth Trafalgar Vic  

36  Pterostylis Baptistii x ingens   

37  Pterostylis laxa   

38  Pterostylis laxa  Bungonia NSW  

39  Pterostylis nutans  Briagolong  

40  Pterostylis nutans  Park Orchards Vic  

41  Pterostylis Nodding Grace   

42  Pterostylis aff. obtusa   

43  Pterostylis ophioglossa  Redbanks Q1d  

44  Pterostylis ophioglossa  Kurri Kurri  

45  Pterostylis procera  Davis Creek Qld  

46  Pterostylis pedunculata   

47  Pterostylis pedunculata  Tas  

48  Pterostylis reflexa   

49  Pterostylis truncata   

50  Pterostylis truncata  Gulfstream NSW  

51  Pterostyls taurus   

52  Pterostylis Walpamur   

53  Leptoceras menziesii  Penola  

54  Thelymitra antennifera   

55  Thelymitra pauciflora  Carrum Downs Vic  
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TUBER BANK FOR 1999-2000  

 

M. Guy  

 

Available to financial members only!  

 

See over for list. Closing date for orders is the last mail on January 17th 

 

Tubers will be posted on January 31
st
   

 

I thank all growers who have generously promised tubers which need to reach us by the 16
th
 January. Circle each 

lot number you wish to order and mark Sub. By any you would like if your first choice is not available. Lots will 

have from 1-10 tubers depending on supply and demand. Tubers in short supply will be issued on a first come- 

first served basis. Please record the provenance of tubers you receive if known. NOTE: a postage and handling 

cost of $2 now applies. 

 

 

POST ORDER TO  

M GUY  

15 Naomi Terrace PASADENA 5042 

 

Price per lot $1  

 

NAME  

 

lots= $  

 

ADDRESS  

 

Plus $2 packing and postage Post Code  

 

TOTAL 

 

Cheque/money order made payable to NOSSA 

 

 

 

CHANGE OF EDITOR 

 

Our new editor in the year 2000 will be Gerry Came! Actually he's not so new as he has done the job some ten 

years ago so welcome back as editor Gerry. Gerry's address is 

 
118 Hewitt Ave  

Toorak Gardens  

SA 5065  


