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February Meeting 

Tuesday, 22 February, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. Meeting starts at 8:00 

p.m.. Doors to the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members access to the Library and 

trading table. 

 

Guest Speaker will be Mr Philip Smoult, of Smoult's Mobile Horticultural Supplies. Philip 

carries a large range of gardening supplies and accessories. The title of his talk is New and Old 

Products and Tips Galore. 

 

CONTENTS THIS JOURNAL 

 

 Title  Author  Page 

Diary Dates   1 

Coming Field Trips   2 

Your Journal - Its Up To You  Gerry Carne  2 

For Your Attention   3 

Field Trip Report: Three Dipodium Species Special  Bob & Kerry Bates  5 

Another New Dipodium Species At Naracoorte  Bob & Kerry Bates  6 

New Records & Extensions of Range: Orchids In SA 1999  Bob & Kerry Bates  6 

N.O.S.S.A.s Survey Park for 2000   7 

Bushlands Saved   7 

Letter from Friends of Para Wirra re Horseback Riding   8 

Threatened Orchids of South East - An Invitation   8 

Epiphyte Culture Cymbidium suave   9 

Fourth ANOS Conference and Show - NOSSA Exhibit   10 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

22 March A.G.M.: Bob Bates will speak on NOSSA's Orchid Surveys 

5 May Annual NOSSA Dinner at the Buckingham Arms Hotel 

16- 17 September N.O.S.S.A. Spring Show at St Peters 

5-8 October 4th Australasian Native Orchid Conference and Show - Melbourne 

 

 

Next Committee Meeting 

Wednesday 1 March at the home of David Hirst. Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

NEW MEMBER 

The Committee and Members of the Native Orchid Society of South Australia take great 

pleasure in welcoming Ms Anne Fordham of Balhannah as a new Member. 
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COMING FIELD TRIPS 

 

Mid April working bee at Scott Creek; poisoning blackberries and looking at Autumn orchids of 

Fox Bog! Details in March Journal. 

 

A Group of regular field trip enthusiasts is meeting to prepare the Y2000 field trip program. 

The program for the year will be included in the March Journal. On the basis of the 1999 

program, one can expect that field trips will be held most weekends. If you have any 

suggestions, please advise Thelma Bridle, N.O.S.S.A.s Field Trip Coordinator (and 

Conservation Officer). 

 

Thelma is organising a field trip that will progress to Melbourne for the Australasian Native 

Orchid Conference and Show in October. If you are interested in participating, let Thelma 

know. 

 

 

 

Your Journal: Its up to You  Gerry Carne 

 

I have agreed to relieve Bob and Kerry Bates of their responsibilities as co-editors of your 

monthly Journal. Bob and Kerry ensured that a high quality Journal was produced on time, for 

your reading eleven times a year for the past five years. Their contribution to the Society has 

certainly been very much appreciated and I am certain that they will continue to contribute in 

numerous other ways, one of which will be through scientific articles that will regularly appear 

in the Journal and that we very much look forward to reading. 

 

It goes without saying that all readers of this Journal (and I 

am confident that all Members read every word of every 

issue) have high expectations of me. All editors of 

publications are placed in this position. I can assure you 

that I will do my best, but I can only succeed if I have your 

support in supplying articles. A good Journal is really up 

to you and not to me. I am the typist and it will be my task 

to pursue articles, but I am not in a position to write all of 

the material. 

 

A complaint made by more than one of our Members is 

that the Journal has become almost totally devoted to 

Conservation issues and Field Trip reports. Conservation 

and field trips are an important part of N.O.S.S.A., but the 

growing and exhibition of Australia's native orchids is 

also extremely important and this should be reflected on a 

regular basis, in the Journal. The abundance of articles on 

Conservation and Field trips is a direct reflection of the 

contributors, -we are not receiving articles from the 

growers! ! 

 

We have some very knowledgeable, indeed expert growers (perhaps yourself), and it would be 

fantastic if their/your ideas, learnings, understandings, skills and expertise could be passed 
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through this Journal onto those who are new to growing. Even those who are considered 

experts in the culture of Australia's native orchids can gain from other grower's experiences. 

You may have had some of your knowledge passed on through articles published in the Journal 

in previous issues but there is considerable merit in passing them on again to the current 

membership. After all - your earlier articles would have been published during the previous 

century. 

 

New growers may have acquired new knowledge on native orchid culture that has proven very 

useful. Why not pass what you have learned onto others. 

 

It is important to note that your writing skills are not important - they are the responsibility of 

the editorial group. 

 

I will be seeking out those I know who have written articles in the past, to see if their writing 

careers may be rejuvenated or perhaps re-focused. If I don't approach you, please approach me. 

I will continue also to seek articles on the conservation, evolution and biology of native orchids. 

As an incentive (I hope) I will be making a recommendation to the Committee that an award, 

perhaps in the form of a medallion, be made each year for the best article and for the most useful 

article published in the N.O.S.S.A. Journal. 

 

My intention is to devote at least one page of every 10 page issue to each of the following: 

growing terrestrial orchids, growing epiphytic orchids, conservation, field trip reports, and bits 

and pieces from other states, New Zealand and PNG. 

 

Articles may be hand written or they may be passed onto me on 3 ½" disc (IBM - Windows 95). 

My Email address is gjcarne@cobweb.com.au . I am happy to pick up written or disc copies 

from your residence. 

 

 

 

FOR YOUR ATTENTION 

 

Journal Cover 

The collection of Caladenia on this year's Journal cover is by Barbara Bailey. Many thanks to 

Barbara for her artwork. 

 

1999 Tuber Bank 

N.O.S.S.A.s Tuber Bank Coordinator, Malcolm Guy filled 29 orders comprising 340 lots of 

native terrestrial orchid tubers. In all, 55 species were offered. Malcolm thanks all growers 

who supplied tubers to the tuber bank in 1999. N.O.S.S.A. thanks Malcolm for undertaking in a 

very efficient manner, this very important conservation initiative. 

 

Now is the time to start thinking about what tubers you might make available for this year's 

tuber bank. Malcolm is looking for used Post Office Boxes designed for mailing videos as these 

are ideal for mailing out tubers. 

 

Are you having difficulty locating tubers of a particular hard to obtain (at least for you) 

terrestrial species, or a specimen of an epiphyte you are desperate to obtain? Provide your list to 

the Editor for publication in the next Journal. Addresses will not be published. 
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Monthly Raffles 

Volunteers are sought to sell raffle tickets at our monthly meetings. Sylvie Creed looked after 

our raffles for the past few years, but is currently unable to carry on with this role. The 

contribution you made to N.O.S.S.A. is significant and is greatly appreciated Sylvie. 

 

Selling raffle tickets is an ideal way to get to know fellow Members, while making an important 

contribution to your Society. Malcolm Guy has agreed to fill in as raffle ticket sales-person 

until a volunteer is found. Perhaps this is a task that can be handled on a rotational basis. You 

will not find Malcolm sitting at the raffle table - he will be moving about the hall so if he 

doesn't approach you, you approach him. Donations of suitable prizes will be gratefully 

received. 

 

Mega-Raffle 

The 1999 'Mega Raffle' was a great success and N.O.S.S.A. will be initiating another one in 

2000. Contributions to the prize basket are being sought. 

 

Library 

N.O.S.S.A. is considering moving the Library from the front of the hall to the back of the hall to 

make it more accessible (noticeable) to Members. Our comprehensive Library is under utilised, 

and we encourage all Members to have a regular look and a regular borrow. 

 

Host-Hostess for Speakers 

The Committee is looking for a Member(s) who will act as hostess-host for our guest speakers 

each month. This would be a good opportunity to meet some very interesting people. All you 

have to do is make them feel welcome. 

 

Question and Suggestion Box 

If you have any questions regarding Australasian native orchids (for example their culture or 

identification), or if you have any suggestions as to how N.O.S.S.A. might be improved as a 

Society, write them down and place your suggestions/questions in THE BOX that will be 

provided at each meeting. 

 

Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on 28 March in conjunction with the normal monthly 

General Meeting. The AGM part of the meeting will be kept short (a promise). Give sincere 

consideration to your nominating to serve on N.O.S.S.A's Committee. Appointments are for a 

two year period. You need neither experience nor a particular expertise, - only enthusiasm, to 

be a valuable Committee Member. Being on Committee is a great chance to socialise and to 

learn first hand what is happening with respect to native orchids. Nomination forms will be 

available at the February General Meeting. If you have any questions, talk to a current or 

previous Committee Member. 

 

Trading Table 

The trading table will be in operation. Bring those orchids, or other items related to native 

orchids, that you wish to sell, or funds if you wish to purchase orchids. 

 

Display Table 

Lets make 2000 the best year yet for monthly displays of native terrestrial and epiphytic orchids. 

It I perhaps the best way to get both new and old Members looking forward to the next meeting. 

Each month, look over your collection on the weekend prior to the general meeting, see what is 

in flower/going to be in flower, and work out how you might get them to the meeting. Bring 
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everything that you have in flower, be it one plant or a dozen or more. They need not be 

rare or particularly well grown - only free of virus. Even the most common orchids are 

appealing, and the more orchids we can bench, the more spectacular the display. Every orchid 

plant is unique! 

 

 

 

Field Trip Report: Three Dipodium Species Special -Naracoorte, 3 January 

Bob and Kerry Bates 

 

Only six members met at Naracoorte on a perfect day just a week or so after 80mm rain! 

 

Needless to say the Dipodium were spectacular! The three species expected were located at the 

first site visited right on the edge of town! I doubt any of us will ever forget the clump of three 

D. campanulatum, the tallest 60 cm high, or the twenty D. pardalinum in one small area. We 

almost ignored the D. roseum which were actually the least common species here in a sandy 

stringy bark forest almost overcome by veldt grass. The only other orchids present were the 

usual Thelymitra seed pods. 

 

From here we drove to Naracoorte Caves Reserve. Some of us visited the spectacular Wollambi 

Fossil Centre with its moving, lifelike extinct giant marsupials others looked for Dipodium and 

found the three species again but this time going one step better.... In a disturbed area right in 

the middle of the caravan park a very obvious D. campanulatum x D. roseum. This tall spike had 

deep pink flowers shaped like those of D. roseum but with great blotches of purple. The 

Wonambi Centre also gave us a clue as to why there may be so many Dipodium species here.... 

The Naracoorte Range is actually an ancient coastline dating from the Pleistocene. 

 

The three species are easily separated thus: 

â D. campanulatum has thick textured, bell shaped flowers which have a white background 

and large blotches of deep purple. 

â D. pardalinum has thin textured, slender flowers with curved back petals of a clear white 

covered with dozens of tiny bright pink spots which even cover the labellum. 

â D. roseum has pink not white flowers and the spots are small and blurred, the petals turned 

back like the previous but with a striped labellum. Hybrids are rare. 

 

The excursion officially ended here at lunch time but of course we continued on holidaying, 

partying and checking out the Dipodium at various sites throughout the South East. D. roseum 

turned out to be the most widespread species, occurring in sand, clay and loam in dry or wet 

sites from the coast to the Victorian border. D. pardalinum was next most common but could 

only be found closer to the border in sand or loam from near Padthaway and Pine Soak in the 

north all the way to Donovans, the only South Australia town on the Glenelg River. In fact the 

Dipodium can be seen on the river bank when canoeing! 

 

D. campanulatum was the rarest but was still seen at a dozen places in sandy country with 

bracken all the way from Bangham down to Caroline Forest but always less than 30 km from the 

border. 

 

Some of us were lucky enough to see a fourth Dipodium (fifth or sixth if you count the hybrids!) 

at Mt Eccles in nearby Victoria. On basalt soils a deep coloured ssp of D. campanulatum occurs. 

Instead of having white flowers this form has red flowers with purple blotches. It has been 
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reported from Mt Gambier in South Australia. Its not long since we thought we only had one 

Dipodium in South Australia, now we have at least three! Two of them now known to be 

common in parts of the Mt Lofty Ranges. 

 

 

 

ANOTHER NEW DIPODIUM SPECIES AT NARACOORTE! 

Bob and Kerry Bates 

 

NOSSA members on the recent Three Dipodium Special field trip didn't look hard enough. A 

few days after our visit local identity Les McHugh was checking the extent of Dipodium 

campanulatum populations in the area when he found some small pink dipodiums with long 

crowded spikes. These had very distinct spots but they were not D. pardalinum as they had pink 

flowers and the sepals did not curve back so Les sent them to Dipodium expert Jeff Jeanes at the 

Melbourne Herbarium. Jeff determined the flowers as Dipodium punctatum a widespread 

species in Victoria. (see Jeff's book for an illustration).There were only about 20 plants. 

Maybe next year we will have a four or five species 'Dipodium' special field trip. 

 

Amazingly enough Russel Job and Edda found a very similar plant in the Kenneth Stirling CP 

near Adelaide which had both stripes and spots on the spoon shaped labellum.- this has been 

tentatively identified as D. pardalinum x D. roseum as both species grow nearby. 

 

 

 

NEW RECORDS AND EXTENSIONS OF RANGE: Orchids in SA 1999 

Bob and Kerry Bates 

 

Despite rainfall being below average in the orchid growing season through most of South 

Australia in 1999 (heavy rain later took annual rainfall to above average in some areas), there 

were some good finds, many of them made on NOSSA excursions or by NOSSA members. 

There were new Caladenia, Microtis and Pterostylis species found at Spring Gully and 

Dutchmans Stern CP during our trips there. The Bayleys added Calochilus robertsonii (Spring 

Gully) and Corybas dilatatus (Emu Flat) to the Northern Lofty region and this was followed up 

with the discovery of Thelymitra mutica (Hughes Park) in the same area. NOSSA members 

found a colony of the endangered Pterostylis 'Hale' at Monarto and a Caladenia aff. bicalliata on 

Yorke Peninsula, both during listed excursions. 

 

A new rufa group Pterostylis was found in the Southern Lofty region at Pengilly Scrub while 

Denzil and Rosemary made the first collection of Pterostylis boormanii for the same region at 

Belvidere (although David Jones may name this small flowered form as a new species too.) The 

Bayleys also found a single flower of Thelymitra juncifolia west of Port Lincoln that's a jump in 

known distribution of several hundred kilometres. 

 

New records for SA include Pterostylis striata in Bangham Forest, Dipodium punctatum at 

Naracoorte and Caladenia concinna in the Flinders Ranges. Of course we used to have 

Dipodium punctatum listed for SA but the name was in those days applied to D. roseum! 

 

We had hoped to see a lot of the known new species named but this did not happen. David Jones 

did describe the red spider orchid from Kangaroo Island as Caladenia sanguinea and we did 

have Pterostylis melagramma and P. smaragdina confirmed for South Australia. 
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The Houstons found what looks like two new Genoplesium in the South East and we hope to 

relocate those this year to get a Type collection. 

 

Confirmation of Caladenia calcicola throughout the South East and C. stellata near Tarlee and 

Prasophyllum elatum in the Tothill Range were good extensions of distribution. There were the 

usual new hybrids including Caladenia calcicola x C. cardiochila at-Padthaway and Dipodium 

campanulatum x D. roseum at Naracoorte. 

 

Jeff Jeanes in Victoria has a grant to revise Thelymitra and describe the many new species in 

that genus. (see article in the Dec 1999 Orchadian illustrating some of the South Australia 

ones). We certainly did well with new Thelymitra at Spring Gully on the NOSSA excursions in 

October and November and I would encourage all our keen bushwalking members to look 

closely at sun orchids this year. 

 

Areas that were almost a dead loss for orchids in 1999 due to drought include the Eastern 

Pastoral and Northern Flinders (no orchids at all) and most of Eyre Peninsula. Lets hope it is 

different in 2000. 

 

We were fortunate in having David Jones make two extended visits in 1999. Lets hope those 

visits will encourage him to publish a few more of our unknowns perhaps in a future issue of 

Australian Orchid Research! It would be great to have an even larger list in next February's 

Journal. 

 

 

 

N.O.S.S.A.'s Survey Park for 2000 is Mt Remarkable -Alligator Gorge 

National Park 

 

We have the key and provided we let the ranger know we will be able to drive the fire tracks, 

which will give us a better chance of finding most orchid species. Lets hope there is plenty of 

rain! 

 

 

 

Bushland Saved!! 

 

1: Bushland Saved at Mylor 

The Camp Gooden property adjacent Mylor Parklands which was to have been subdivided and 

sold for housing by owners Anglicare (see journals from 1999) has been saved after a Heritage 

Grant and rationalisation of selling several smaller blocks enabled purchase of the land which 

has now been added to the Mylor Parklands. Many thanks to Jocelyn for her efforts and thank 

you to NOSSA members who were involved as well as Anglicare and the Stirling Council. 

 

2: Bushland saved at Williamstown 

Once again thank you to all the NOSSA members who worked on the saving of Gowers Scrub! 

All appeals by the owners to subdivide have been turned down. It shows that if enough people 

get together working for conservation we will see more and more successes. 

 

Thelma Bridle 



 

8  

Friends of Para Wirra 

A letter has been received from the Friends of Para Wirra with the Header Help Stop Horse 

Riding From Occurring in Our Parks. 

 

Dear Friends 

 

The Friends of Para Wirra were recently informed that the Hon. Dorothy Kotz had decided to allow the 

Gawler Adult Riding Club Inc to conduct horse riding within the Para Wirra Recreation Park on the 

existing walking trails. 

 

We are concerned about horses and riders using the same trails, the introduction of weeds from the 

horses hooves and faeces and also the flora and fauna being damaged. Para Wirra has a recreational 

area, but this is not the area that the horse riding group wish to ride in. They are going to have access to 

the conservation areas of our park. 

 

We conducted a survey on this topic and 144 people out of 149 voted against horse riding in Para Wirra 

Recreation Park. We sent our views and the survey to Ms Kotz only to be informed that the horse riding 

will be going ahead for 6 months on a trial basis while the Recreation Plan for the park is being written. 

 

The Friends of Para Wirra and the Community were not consulted on this matter! 

 

We need your help. Our park has been targeted for horse riding but there is nothing to stop it from 

happening to yours 

 

 

 

Threatened Orchids of South-East South Australia and South-West Victoria. 

 

Funding has been received from the Natural Heritage Trust for a project entitled "Threatened 

Orchids of South-East South Australia and South-West Victoria." The project is a partnership 

between National Parks and Wildlife SA, The Mount Gambier Field Naturalists Society, the 

Friends of Mt Gambier Parks, the Portland Field Naturalists Club and the Victorian Department 

of Natural Resources and Environment. 

 

The project will assess the conservation status of and threats to Caladenia richardsiorum, 

Caladenia calcicola, and Pterostylis tenuissima, and prepare Recovery Plans for each. The 

initial phase will involve locating and visiting known populations of the species and searching 

for new populations. The project will also involve implementing actions required to secure the 

species from extinction. 

 

N.O.S.S.A. has been invited to be involved in this project, by assisting in field trips and 

providing local information. "The Conservation Group may be confident that, as with all such 

projects, caution will be exercised at all times regarding the availability of sensitive information 

relating to locations of these threatened orchids". 

 

 

 

From Orchidwise by Roger Rankin 

 

"Half the failures in flowering orchids arise from putting the plant in a better place." 

 

"The best orchid grower sits and watches with his ears." 
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ANOS Web Site 

In October, ANOS decided that Graeme Bradburn should go ahead with the new provider One 

Earth. The new Web address is www.ANOS.org.au . Graeme Bradburn's address on the 

website now is anos@earth.net. 

 

 

Epiphyte Culture Cymbidium suave 

As I hadn't yet received any articles on growing epiphytes, I took it upon myself to read through 

earlier N.O.S.S.A. Journals and those recently received from interstate Societies (available from 

the Library). I came across several articles on Cymbidium suave (Robjohns - NOSSA vol 16 No 

3, Burford - NOSSA Vol 16 No 7, and Trevor Pohlmann - ANOS (Qld) Kabi Group Inc Nov 

1999) to name but a few. Our native Cymbidiums are exciting plants to grow and admire. In 

order to grow them well, one must understand the conditions in which they grow naturally, and 

just as important, obtain advice from successful growers. 

 

Cymbidium suave 

Almost invariably, Cymbidium suave grows in hollows in the limbs or trunks of trees where it 

develops an extensive root system. The favoured hosts are eucalypts, in particular bloodwoods, 

but also brush box (Lophostemon confertus) and the Forest Oak (Casuarina torulosa). It is 

frequently seen high up in dead trees, remaining so after surrounding areas have been cleared. 

This I think is very important and must be considered in the culture of the species. 

 

The following comments are from Ron Robjohns' Journal article: 

 

"Their requirements are high light intensity, high humidity, good drainage and plenty of 

air movement. Ideally, it should be potted in a hollow log, but as that is not always 

practical, it is noted that a piece of piping, either plastic or earthenware about a meter 

long and 13 cm in diameter has been used quite successfully as an alternative." 

 

"The compost must be free draining and long lasting as the plant does not like to be 

disturbed. A coarse mix of seasoned bark, hardwood chips, scoria, charcoal and the 

decayed heartwood of eucalypts will give you the long lasting, free draining compost 

required. The plant should be kept moist, not wet. Over-watering is a common cause of 

their demise in cultivation." 

 

"Should you purchase a plant from a licensed nursery remember that big is not always 

best as the roots have usually been drastically reduced in collection, often with fatal 

results." 

 

Graeme Burford, made comment on Don Well's Cymbidiums. 

 

"We spent quite some time in the shade house where in addition to admiring Don's 

countless plants, we discussed the requirements of the Australian Cymbidiums and noted 

Don's growing of Cymbidium suave in long, hollow logs. Don has had both success and 

failure with his Cymbidium and finds Cymbidium madidum and Cymbidium 

canaliculatum easier. Provision of a long root run and care with a very open medium 

seem essential for Cymbidium suave." 
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Trevor. Pohlmann rescued an old Cymbidium suave growing in the trunk of a large 

bloodwood which had been knocked down by a developer while clearing land. 

 

"The plant had many old leads so I chopped the worst ones off. As I selected a large 

black plastic tub to plant it in, I had to cut quite a lot of the old root system away. To 

give the plant plenty of drainage, I honeycombed the bottom of the tub with 10 cm (mm? 

ed) holes. At the bottom of the tub, I placed a mixture of small limestone chips and 

charcoal. The potting medium is a 50/50 mix of polystyrene and chopped sphagnum 

moss. I use the smaller, granulated polystyrene, however, I sieved it first to get any of 

the very fine debris out of the mix. When potting, the polystyrene and sphagnum moss 

mix is pressed down fairly tightly to ensure that it does not retain too much water. A 

layer of bark is then placed over the top of the mix." 

 

"During summer the plants are watered 2 or 3 times a week with a reduction in water 

during winter. Whether I am watering or fertilising, I always try to put the water or 

fertiliser directly into the pot around the plant and deliberately avoid wetting any young 

leads. When fertilising over the top of the plant, I merely try to give the foliage a 

misting effect. The type of fertiliser is the same as whatever is being used in the orchid 

house at the time although sometimes I make up a potassium rich fertiliser and give the 

plants which are coming into flower an extra dose." 

 

" ...... my past losses with growing Cymbidium suave appear to all relate to watering, 

either the plant is kept too wet, or allowed to dry out, or too much overhead watering of 

the foliage has led to rotting off of new growths." 

 

The comments above indicate different growing media and different containers for planting. 

The planting medium will dictate to a large extent watering. I anticipate, no I hope, that 

Members will make comment on the above and that appropriate discussion ensues. 

 

If you have questions re growing orchids, send them to me and I will publish them in the Journal 

to see what suggestions might be obtained. 

 

 

 

Fourth Australasian Native Orchid Conference and Show 

 

Time is flying and it is now only a little more than seven months until this major event. I am 

very guilty of procrastination in organising a N.O.S.S.A. display to take to the Conference, but I 

cannot procrastinate any longer. I would like an indication of the support that you might be able 

to give me in providing plants or transport of plants to the Conference in October. All plants of 

course will be returned. We hope to be able to include a large number of South Australian 

orchids in our display. Please do not hesitate to contact me whether you will be having your 

own display or whether you wish to contribute to the N.O.S.S.A. display: 

 

 

 

Erratum -  Orchids of Anglesea 

 

For those who purchased, Orchids of Anglesea, a brief erratum has been published 

 

Artwork Leptoceras menziesii by Lisa Carne 


