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MARCH MEETING 

Tuesday, 27 March, St Matthew's Hall Bridge Street, Kensington Meeting starts at 8:00pm 

Doors to the hall will be open from 7 :15pm to allow Members access Library and Trading  

Table The meeting will commence with the AGM. All offices are declared Vacant. There will be 

discussion on the enclosed Questionnaire with the aim of making our society better. Reg Shooter will 

be showing slides of Ira Butler Trophy and other awarded native orchids. 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

24-25 March field trip has been CANCELLED) 

27 March Annual General Meeting 

1 April (Sunday) Parks Festival Belair (Nature Foundation Annual Event ) 

1-15 September Yorke and Eyre Peninsula Field Trip 

15-16 September NOSSA Spring Show 

24-28 September First International Orchid Conservation Congress, Perth, WA 

2003 16
TH

  Australian Orchid Conference Adelaide, hosted by O.C.S.A. 

 

 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday 4 April at the home of Iris Freeman. Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 
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FEBRUARY MEETING 

Thelma Bridle, N.O.S.S.A.'s Conservation Officer, gave an overview of the Conservation activities that 

N.O.S.S.A. participated in during 2000. A very impressive year indeed and our many thanks to Thelma who is 

particularly dedicated and active towards N.O.S.S.A.'s Conservation work. Conservation of our native orchids 

is a key element of our Society. It is what makes us a Society and not a club. Well done Thelma! Thelma is of 

course also very involved in making sure that we have a full schedule of field trips each year and we owe her a 

huge debt of thanks for these as well. 

 

Cathy Houston, N.O.S.S.A.'s Secretary, took us through N.O.S.S.A.'s 2000 field trip program, from the 

beginning of the year progressively through to the end of the year, and what a busy and most exciting year it 

was. The talk was well illustrated with 35mm slides of high quality. A tremendous number of orchids were 

seen, some very rare and some as yet un-named. In addition to being very dedicated to the administration of the 

Society, Cathy and husband Malcolm spend as much time as possible in the bush looking for orchids. 

 

Both presentations were very well presented. A most enjoyable and informative evening. 

 

Plants Benched 

Terrestrial Species: Genoplesium rufum(bud), Pterostylis procera (bud), Pterostylis revoluta (bud), Pterostylis 

scoliosa (bud) 

Terrestrial Hybrids: none benched 

Epiphyte Species: Dockrillia cucumerina, Sarcochilus dilatatus 

Epiphyte Hybrids: none benched 

 

Popular Voting 

Best Terrestrial: Genoplesium rufum grown by Les Nesbitt 

Best Epiphyte: Dockrillia cucumerina grown by Noel Oliver 

 

Judges' Choices 

Best Epiphyte Species: 1st Dockrillia cucumerina grown by Noel Oliver 

2nd Sarcochilus dilatatus grown by Don Wells 

 

Judges' Plant of the Night Dockrillia cucumerina grown by Noel Oliver 

 

Reg Shooter provided the commentary for the epiphyte orchids, Les Nesbitt provided the commentary for the 

terrestrials. 

 

A lean evening for orchids, but normal for the time of the year, in particular since we have just experienced one 

of the hottest summers on record and one with little rainfall. 

 

 

FOR YOUR ATTENTION. N.O.S.S.A. NEWS  

 

Trading Table. Items are needed for the trading table. Items don't have to be orchids. 

 

Journal Articles are sought (from you the reader and others). Make 2001 your year to contribute. We need 

articles about your own experiences in growing or seeking native orchids. 

 

Tips for Better Orchid Growing. In earlier Journals, I have asked Members to pass on their tips for better 

orchid growing. I haven't had many responses. I hope, before the end of this year to publish a long listing. 

 

Library: NOSSA has a very extensive Library from which all Members are encouraged to borrow. 

 

Judging Classes will continue again during 2001. Any Member wishing to join the group will be made very 

welcome. The classes are not technical or difficult and participants are not required to sit tests or exams. In 

addition to judging matters general discussions on all aspects of Australian Native Orchids, both terrestrials and 

epiphytes are examined. The meetings are held at various judge 's homes usually once a month on Saturdays 

from 9.30am to noon. If you are interested in joining the group feel free to talk to Reg Shooter either at a 

meeting or by phoning him on 82352323 



13  

Belated and many thanks to Wally and Shirley Walloscheck for hosting the 2000 Christmas Barbecue. Very 

much appreciated. 

 

 

FIELD TRIPS  Thelma Bridle 

Unfortunately, due to lack of early autumn rainfall in the SE, which is currently extremely dry, the proposed 

weekend trip to Mount Monster and Honans Scrub has had to be cancelled. Sorry for any inconvenience this 

causes. 

 

A note for your field trip diary. Saturday May 5
th
  will be a weeding day with TPAG at Belair National 

Park. Please meet at the main entrance car park at 9am. 

 

Sunday 1
st
  April is the Nature Foundation Annual Event (Parks Festival) at Belair National Park, held on 

the oval just inside the main entrance. NOSSA will be putting on a display, as do many other societies and with 

guided walks, family entertainment, food and a number of live exhibits, it makes an excellent day out. Please 

come along and support NOSSA, you may even like to spend a bit of time talking to the public at our display. 

All this and it's FREE, so see you there. 

 

 

Dockrillia cucumerina syn. Dendrobium cucumerinum By Reg Shooter 

 

At the February meeting a plant of Dock. cucumerina was benched by Noel Oliver. It was a particularly good 

example of this species. 

 

All the literature one reads states it is not an easy orchid to grow into a specimen 

sized plant, even in its natural habitat, which is mostly on river oaks (Casuarina 

cunninghamiana), it is usually found as long drawn out branching rhizomes 

rather than in a dense mass. 

 

Noel has been growing this plant for a number of years, each year looking better 

than the last. It is mounted on a piece of casuarina branch (you will have to 

take my word for this because the orchid completely surrounds the mount.) This 

is the only way to grow this species it is quite intolerant of pot culture due to its 

creeping habit. 

 

Dockrillia cucumerina is endemic to Australia; ie it only grows in this continent. 

It's preferred habitat is hanging over water on river oaks where it receives cool, 

moist, moving air, often in quite shady conditions and frequently in association 

with Dendrobium linguiforme and Dockrillia bowmanii Dockrillia cucumerina 

gets its name from the cucumber or gherkin like leaves that are attached by short 

stems to creeping racemes. The leaves are up to 4cms in length and covered in 

small bumps which for all the world look just like small cucumbers. 

 

The flowers are produced on short peduncles usually 4 to 5 per raceme from 

spring through to autumn; they are slightly perfumed pale yellow with a white 

reddish marked labellum. 

 

In cultivation it requires feeding with half strength fertiliser when growing strongly and watering heavily during 

the summer months, it benefits from misting on warm evenings. It must have good air movement at all times 

but particularly in the warmer times and prefers to be kept shaded during Summer with a little more light in 

Winter. It is quite cold tolerant, experiencing temperatures down to 0
o
c in its natural habitat. 

 

Dockrillia cucumerina does not seem to be bothered too much with pests, the new leaves are susceptible to 

attack by slugs and snails but once they are matured this danger passes. 

 

As I stated earlier it is not an easy orchid to grow but very rewarding when grown well why not give it a try? 
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DOING THE WALLACE LINE DANCE 

Written by Edda Viskic travelling with Russell Job, May 1998. (P.O. Box 10 Forest Range 5139). 

 

Gondwana, ancestor of the modern continents of Africa, South America, Antarctica, Australia as well as India 

and other regions began to break up about 150 million years ago. Its various parts moved north to collide with 

the other supercontinent Laurasia. One of the earliest fragments to break off was a long, thin strip of land 

carrying what vas to become parts of Tibet, Burma, Thailand and the western islands of the Indonesian 

archipelago. It acquired the flora and fauna of Eurasia/Laurasia. 

 

Australia and New Guinea separated from Gondwana about 65 million years ago and began its 13cm per year 

northward push. The continental plate collided with west Indonesia 15 million years ago and twisted Sulawesi 

into north west and south east arms. The flora and fauna carried on the island fragments were distinctive, 

marsupials, protean and Eucalyptus trees. 

 

During the nineteenth century, British naturalist, Alfred Russell Wallace observed the biogeographic frontier 

between Asia and Australia when his explorations marked out the line between Lombok and Bali and between 

Borneo and Sulawesi. He found white cockatoos, marsupials and Eucalyptus urophylla in the east and oak trees, 

woodpeckers and squirrel monkeys in the west of Sulawesi. Eucalyptus mindanoensis was endemic to the large 

island of the South Philippines. Concluding that isolation rather than climate was responsible for the differences, 

he expanded the theory of evolution for which he shares credit with Charles Darwin. The transition zone that 

stretches from Sulawesi and Lombok east to the New Guinea coast is biologically known as Wallacea. 

 

In 1991, under the umbrella of the University of Queensland, we began investigating the orchid flora across the 

Wallace Line. We flew from Sydney to Bali, overnighting to visit the Den Pasar night market and next morning 

flying over Lombok Volcano, we saw the islands of Sulawesi in the northwest. Stopping off at Ujang Pandang 

in southern Sulawesi, we were met by local tour guides and taken to see ancient Waruga burial sites where the 

bodies were buried vertically and marked by named and dated carved tombstones. The carved wooden 

longhouse at the airport was admired as we proceeded to Manado. 

 

We arrived at the north-eastern most tip of the island in Manado, chief city of Minahasa Province set in the 

Pacific Ocean. The early inhabitants were head hunters but subsequent Spanish, Portuguese and Dutch 

domination produced a rich agricultural area. The main crops are nutmeg, mace, cloves, coffee, cocoa, coconuts, 

cashews and rice grown in the Dumoga Valley. We were planning to explore the volcanoes at the sources of 

irrigating rivers of this area. 

 

As we drove from Manado up into the Tomohon Mountains, we noticed Dendrobium parciflorum and Vanda 

celebica on trees along the main road. Located between two active volcanoes, Tomohon town overlooked the 

crater lake Tondano where Sago palms were flowering in the swampy edges. Cloves, Eugenia aromatica, 

plantations and onion patches filled the lower plots. The unopened clove flowerbuds were being harvested by 

hand. At Kali villlage we were entertained by a magnificent cultural display of folkmusic and dancing. The 

musicians had made use of an inventive galvanized iron craftsman and created a Souzaphone band of tubas 

trombones and trumpets to play along with flutes. Their music was bold and brassy, contrasting to the softer 

sounds of the bamboo gamelan orchestra. 

 

Primary forest still grew on the slopes of volcano, Gunung Ambung Nature Reserve. Antplants and Hoyas crept 

up Cinnamon trees, Philodendrons climbed up Nutmeg trees and Gleichenia truncata ferns tangled in the ground 

cover. Parrots and pigeons called through the trees as they fed on figs. The lower slopes of evergreen 

Dipterocarp forest revealed Oberonia tomohonensis on trees at 800m and O. exaltata grew a little higher with 

Agrostophyllum simile. Normally terrestrial, Liparis confiisa was growing up tree trunks with Arundina 

celebica. Flowering in the rocky soil, pink Spathoglottis plicata and Eulophia macrorhiza var Minahasae, 

preferring humus grew at 900m. 

 

Rattan palms, Calamus sp. and Fishtail palms, Carotya sp. were locally abundant and Oncosperma horridum 

with its thick black spines on its trunk were palms carefully noticed and avoided. Vanda arcuata spread 

epiphytically along branches and Bulbophyllum ampelbracteum matted over Anthocephalus macrophyllus tree 

trunks. This useful timber tree was often used in construction of new carved wooden houses that were raised on 
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poles and entered by symmetrical front steps. Occasionally, stands of Casuarina rumphiana were sighted on the 

ridge tops. Sunbirds flitted among the flowers of the screw Pandanas grove near the crater lake Moat. The 

grassy tussocks and heath bushes surrounded the steam vents and yellow sulphur outcropping near the summit 

craters. 

 

Fantail robins danced in the air around the giant Angiopteris ferns that were spotted with ripe sori and dropping 

spores on our descent. Climbing pandanas Freycinetia sp. twisted their way up to the canopy and Strangler figs 

sent down long trailing roots. Bracket fungi grew like orange shelves on massive trunks and tiny white fungi 

sprinkled the leaf litter. Multicoloured butterflies and red dragonflies were plentiful near the waterfalls. 

 

As we arrived back at the town, the coffee was drying outside the school teacher's house so we stopped for a 

chat and to sing songs with the local children that had gathered around our bus. Closer to the town of Tambun, 

we discovered the hot, bubbling springs coming out in a stream near the edge of a Reserve that protects the 

strange Maleo bird. We were shown a conservation program that bred chicks and monitored their progress in 

captive breeding areas. Macrocephalon maleo lays its single 11cm. eggs in the warm volcanic sands and digs 

decoy mounds to foil monitor lizards and human predators. It wanders through the lower understory bushes and 

scratches the leaf litter for food. It is the size of a domestic hen, with black and rose white plumage, an erect tail, 

a helmet like crest on its head. Its relatives the Megapodiidae occur in Australia, New Guinea and Polynesia and 

include mallee fowl and scrub turkeys. 

 

Passing many rice paddies being ploughed by water buffalo, soybean ,plots and brown rice husks drying in 

roadside yards we headed along the coast. Mangrove trees were hosts for Oberonia rhizophoreti, Bulbophyllum 

subulifensm and Dendrobium plebejum but the surrounding lowland forests were devastated by slash and burn 

overpopulation pressures. Fishing and hunting continue in all but ranger enforced National Parks like Dumoga 

Bone. We were dismayed to find flying foxes and bear cuscus sold as wild food at the markets. 

 

The Bone Massif, a mountain area rising 1970m extends from Dumoga hills over 3000 squ. km. as far west as 

Bone, near Gorontalo. Less than 1 degree north of the Equator, the National Park has a fairly constant high 

humidity and rainfall. The highland areas have never been inhabited but the valleys still have a few Suwawa, 

hunter gatherer settlements that live within the park boundaries and coexist somewhat uneasily with 

conservation. We visited a family making palm wine and refining palm sugar from the tall Arengas. They used 

cups to collect sap flowing from cuts high in the trunk and boiled the sap over firewood from the forest until it 

became crystallized in the pan. The sugar was shaped into a huge ball and wrapped in banana leaves for sale at 

markets. 

 

The upland palm, Pigafetta filiaris had distinctive grey ringed green trunks and shiny golden brown spines on 

the bases of its leaves. It preferred bright, sunlit areas. Lontar palms, Borassus flabellifer, with its massive 

fanleaves dominated the shadier sites. Microstylis truncicola and Vanilla platyphylla were covering the lower 

tree trunks in the Park Guest House area. Enjoying the perfume of the latter, we dined in the raised, open air 

pavilion watching and listening for the Hornbills' enormous, flapping wings over the incessant whine of the 

cicada chorus. The strapleaves of epiphytic Cymbidium pubescens var. celebicum were noticed in tree forks and 

at the bases of trees, clumps of Dipodium gracile grew on the swampy edge of the river. 

 

Cyathea sp.tree ferns grew near the cabins and a green Wrangler's pit viper installed itself near the warm 

kitchen for a very brief period until discovered by the cook. That night we went to investigate the curious 

creature, before its demise and continued searching for the tarsier with its long, delicate, human-like fingers and 

wide eyes. It is insectivorous, nocturnal and sings a complicated territorial song every morning. These 10cm 

long primates were sleeping in a clump of bamboo and emerged at dusk to feed on Piper acuminata bushes. As 

with the lory parrots, pig tailed macaques these tiny hairy tailed animals were kept as pets by local villagers. 

 

Crossing the Tourat River on a bamboo raft, we explored through the rainforest dominated by huge trees, 

Shorea sp. and ebony stands. Diospyros rumphii, D. celebica and D. pilosanthera occurred just below the ridge 

crests. The Australian origin of ebony has been revealed in the Anglesea coalbeds 25 million years ago 

(Christrophel). Their horizontal branches drooping at the tips and arranged in whorls from the trunk were 

distinctive among the laurels and oaks. Resin was collected from the 50m. tall, straight, Agathis celebica trees 

with 1.5m girths and used to make varnish and lacquer. The stinging trees, Dendrocnide sp. with large leaves 
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grew above the clumping, trunkless, Licuala celebensis fanpalms. The aroid, Pothos hermaphroditica climbed 

up wild Durian, Zibetehinus sp. 

 

Near the river in mossy beds were the clumping terrestrials, Nervillia sciaphila, Calanthe triplicata and Phaius 

tankervillia. Their distinctive large leaves formed green walls between red peeling bark trunks of Eucalyptus 

deglupta, thorny trunked Jackfruit; Artocarpus heterophyllus and Pterospermum celebicus. Coelogyne 

rhizomatosa formed large globular bushes on the branches of Calophyllum soulattri. Thorny, spiky, flat and 

twisted lianas clambered through all levels of the forest and the pink fruited Gnetum vine was recognised by the 

regular hoops around its stems. Our guide identified a thin vine which was used to make a local Chloroquine 

medicine in the fight against malaria. This and several other tropical diseases were the main reasons the initial 

population within the Park was naturally controlled. 

 

Visiting a fishing village on the Gulf of Tomani, we saw many dugout canoes and craft made from rainforest 

timbers. Dogs like dingoes were roaming the streets while Drongoes sang from the edges of the trees where the 

white necked mynahs were calling through the morning mists. They reminded us of their Australian 

counterparts. Washing clothes in the canals and fishing in the waterlily ponds was the work of the women and 

children, while the men mended nets and set to sea. The primitive Cycas rumphius was seen decorating front 

gardens with its metre tall trunk and palmlike foliage. This plant is truly Gondwanan with relatives on all the 

Southern landmasses except Antarctica. 

 

After watching a spectacular sunrise over the Tiga Islands in the Bay, we headed along the North Sulawesi 

Highway towards Gorontalo in the neighbouring province. This Harbour was another busy fishing port on the 

southern side of the northern peninsula. We saw the shiny, brown, snakeskin Salak fruits for sale at the markets 

and sampled a feast of local dishes when the citizens treated us to their fine culture. Music and dancing 

merriment was exchanged as we tried on the elaborate wedding costumes of the local Royalty in special, bridal 

canopied pavilions. 

 

Set on Lake Limboto, we climbed up a steep hill to an ancient fort where the rulers could spy on approaching 

invaders by sea or land. We could see the shrinking water levels would soon make rice growing difficult on the 

floodplains that had previously supported a large population. Here, on the western flank of Dumoga Bone Park, 

the hot springs at Hungayono were popular with bathers. Many visitors came to swim in the beneficial, warm 

waterpools that had been constructed to accommodate them. Phalaenopsis amabalis var. Moluccana was 

epiphytic on the Canarium indicum trees nearby. The kenari nuts from these trees were useful parrot and human 

foods and used as medicine. Cloth was made from the bark of Breadfuit, Artocarpus altilis, and wild Ficus spp. 

We were impressed by the intricate embroidery work of the women and soon purchased samples to remember 

our wonderful dancing friends of North Sulawesi. Our next destination was across the Celebes Sea to Borneo. 

 

 

PTEROSTYLIS DESPECTANS - AN UPDATE 

Thought I should let you know the February article on Pterostylis despectans (taken from Backhouse and 

Jeanes) contains some outdated information. The article states that the species is endemic to Victoria, and that 

there are two similar forms in South Australia: near Mt Bryan and in central Eyre Peninsula. In November 2000 

I collected some flowers from Mt Bryan and sent them to taxonomist David Jones in Canberra. David has 

informed me that the Mt Bryan population is the same species as the Victorian populations. This means we have 

more of this species in SA than they do in Victoria. As the December 2000 article (Discoveries of "new" 

threatened orchid populations) stated, two new populations of the Mt Bryan form were discovered last year and 

the three SA sites comprise a total of at least 750 plants. 

 

Doug Bickerton Project Officer Lofty Block Threatened Orchid Recovery Project Biodiversity 

Division Department for Environment and Heritage Bickerton.Doug@saugov.sa.gov.au 

 

 

LETTER FROM JOHN GAY RE GROWING Dendrobium falcorostrum 

At the October 2000 General Meeting, a magnificent plant of the species Dendrobium falcorostrum was 

benched. This plant was growing in a hanging basket and was a credit to the grower. 

 

In assessing the possibilities of better growth by hanging the plant, with more air movement around the foliage 

and root system, I decided to repot my Den. falcorostrum (which was over-potted and in need of attention, 
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anyway). I selected a hanging basket which I considered to be the right size. This was lined with coconut fibre, 

and the plant transferred, using 20 ml. pine bark. 

As the plant was a little unstable in its new basket I thought it would be better to leave it on the bench until it 

settled in. Having now assessed the situation, I have discovered 16 new growths and a plant that really did 

benefit from repotting. So I will now hang it with confidence. 

 

CONSERVATION REPORT 2000  Thelma Bridle 

 

NOSSA is fortunate in having a number of members interested in conservation issues. This makes tasks more 

enjoyable and leads to more work being done, whilst theoretically reducing the number of man hours required 

from each person, although probably resulting in taking on more tasks. 

 

The neglected FOX BOG in Scott Creek CP has become overrun with blackberries. Bob and Kerry (Bates) had 

spent a number of hours working at the site before other NOSSA members spent a morning poisoning the 

weeds. We shall be returning to the site again this year to continue the clearing and will be following up the 

return of orchids to the site. 

 

At MOUNT BILLY the Pterostylis bryophila continue to do well, where NOSSA has weeded. The park now 

has a friend's group and they have been experimenting with bridal creeper controls. A number of populations of 

P. bryophila have been found, including a large population of over 800 plants behind the reservoir and SA 

Water have given permission for some clearing to take place here to further encourage the orchids. 

 

The extended HALBURY SCRUB now has an active friends group to help control weeds in the area. However, 

NOSSA continued swabbing bridal creeper in the usual orchid rich area, where we have definitely had previous 

success. 

 

At TAILEM BEND the area behind the rubbish dump was under threat to be included as part of the dump. 

NOSSA surveyed orchids growing at the site to add weight to the argument against such a threat. Ten different 

species were found. The local council was surprised by the degree of opposition to the project and backed down 

on the proposal. 

 

Doug Bickerton's work on endangered orchid species had us counting numbers of Pterostylis despectans plants 

in the HALLETT area, a job which can only be done in the winter when the leaves are in evidence. We staked 

plants to later identify which produced flowers when the rosettes had died down. Although we found several 

other colonies in Peppermint Gully, more were found later in the season and we shall be returning in 2001 to 

widen the survey circle. 

 

Doug is also monitoring Caladenia gladiolata and NOSSA assisted with a count of plants at SCOTT CREEK 

CP and some sampling for DNA profiling. 

 

The only other site in SA known for this orchid is MOUNT REMARKABLE. This was the Annual Survey Park 

for 2000, and here again Doug collected samples. From DNA results the two populations turned out to be the 

same species despite the obvious difference in flower size and colour. We had permission to drive through 

Mount Remarkable park, giving us access to rarely seen parts of the park (except by dedicated bushwalkers) and 

the magnificent views afforded from the high ridges, together with some of the rarer species of SA orchids eg. 

Caladenia woolcockiorum. 

 

At BELAIR NP NOSSA spent a day weeding with TPAG to encourage more colonies of Pterostylis cucullata. 

We finally saw a result in an area we have been monitoring and weeding for about 4 years now with a good 

number of tall, robust P. cucullata in flower. Also in the park an annual re-visit was made to the 3 survey sites, 

where different weeding regimes were closely monitored for a 5 year period in the mid 1990s. A few weeds 

were removed and it was noted that orchid numbers are still high in these areas. 

 

We visited MOUNT COMPASS SWAMP to discuss ways of swamp management with the Emu Wren 

Recovery Team and later in the year attended a Swamp Awareness Day, where NOSSA displayed a poster of 

the orchids found in the swamp, highlighting the rapidly deteriorating numbers due to overgrowth by some 
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species. This year we propose the commencement of limited annual slashing along the boardwalk to encourage 

the orchids to return. Other management regimes such as fire can actually slow orchid recovery. 

 

Several letters were written to Minister Evans about the issue of horse-riding in Conservation Parks. Finally, a 

decision has been made that horse riding will not go ahead in sensitive areas of Scott Creek CP and the whole 

matter of horse riding in Conservation Parks is under re-consideration. 

 

Thanks to all NOSSA members who contributed to conservation activities in 2000. Hopefully new members 

will be encouraged to join conservation activities in 2001. 

 

Caladenia capillata  Thelma Bridle 

 

David Jones has recently re-named Caladenia filamentosa var. tentaculata and this is a condensed version of 

the full description in The Orchadian V.13,No. 6, 2000. 

 

Caladenia capillata - capillatus (Latin) thread-like, referring to the fine tips of the perianth segments. 

 

Description - Short stem, single hairy leaf plant with 1-4 

greyish cream to cream white flowers with very filiform, 

threadlike tips to the sepals and erect petals. The flowers are 

relatively small with a small, almost triangular labellum. Plants 

are sparse, but often grow as small dense clumps due to 

vegetative increase. 

 

Caladenia filamentosa found in Victoria and Tasmania, has 

larger flowers, often with drooping segments. There are broad 

marginal teeth on the labellum and broad lamina calli. 

 

Illustration - Bates and Weber (1990), Pl. 43; Backhouse and 

Jeanes (1995), pg. 74. 

 

Distribution and ecology - SA, southwest NSW and Victoria. 

It grows in a range of mainly inland habitats including 

calcareous sand on stabilised dunes, malice scrub and 

broombush in sand and sand over limestone and, less 

commonly in sandy loam in forest and woodland. 

 

Flowering period - July to October. 

 

In the same article by David Jones, Caladenia omata has now 

been raised to species status. This species is distinguished from 

C. carnea by its relatively broad, blunt perianth segments and 

broadly rounded labellum lateral lobes. It has a bright red 

labellum with darker crimson bars. The lateral sepals are 

usually fused at the base. The plants sometimes grow as clumps. 

 

This species has been identified by NOSSA members in the SE of South Australia at Kyby. It favours heath and 

woodlands with moist, seasonally inundated sand and clay loams. 

 

 

LAND CLEARANCE PICTURE BLEAK; after THE ADVERTISER FRIDAY 2 MARCH 2001 

Sixteen hundred (1600) hectares of native vegetation - or 0.3 percent of the total cleared in Australia last year 

was in South Australia. 

 

Statistics gathered for a report by the Australian Conservation Foundation - Australian Land Clearing, A Global 

Perspective - show South Australia rates second to the ACT in recording the least amount of land clearance on a 

national scale. 
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The figures supplied by state governments and territories, show Queensland has performed the worst, allowing 

425,000 hectares of land - 75 percent of the total - to be cleared. 

 

The national picture is bleak with Australia's annual clearing rate rising 7 percent in the past year, putting us at 

No. 6 in the top 10 of land clearing countries in the world behind Brazil, Indonesia, Sudan, Zambia and 

Mexico. 

 

 

You may remember me trying to organise a poster years ago on Orchids in the Advertiser. I never managed to 

get them to do it, though I notice that since then they have published several similar styles of poster. Perhaps 

we tried before our time. 

 

Anyway, I'm just writing to let NOSSA know that the Friends have a link to your web site included in our own. 

I am sure that the Society won't mind, but as a matter of courtesy, we like to check. 

 

The Friends of Scott Creek Conservation Park can be found at 

http://homepages.picknowl.com.au/peters/ 

 

And the links page is where, as you can imagine, you'll find the link! If there are any problems, please 

let me know.  Regards, Les Peters 

 

 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT - MARCH 2001 

 

As another successful N.O.S.S.A. year draws to a close, its time to ask ourselves what we want from 

the Society and what WE as individuals are prepared to do to help it grow and prosper in the future. 

 

This year we once again had a good array of Speakers, speaking on various subjects orchid and non 

orchid. 

 

The Spring Show continues to be our window to the public with a great display of quality flowers 

benched by a smaller than usual number of growers. We also kept ourselves in the public eye with 

displays in the Royal Show; the Parks Day at Belair; Austin Plant Society Show and the Swamp 

Awareness Day at Mt. Compass. The Highlight of the year was our participating in the extremely 

successful Australasian Native Orchid Conference and Show in Melbourne in October. This was a 

small but very colourful display with five of our Members receiving awards and all who contributed 

should be congratulated for their efforts. A big thankyou to Don and Bub Wells for the fantastic 

effort they put into this display. 

 

The highly mobile field trip group continues to travel further afield exploring new areas for orchids. 

This resulted in many new variations being found and the range of some species being extended. 

Conservation is also very important to this group with activities such as weeding, spraying 

blackberries and bridal creeper and cutting and swabbing woody weeds and trees in a number of 

reserves to reduce their competition with the orchid populations. 

 

Finally thankyou to the Committee and other officials who continue to work tirelessly behind the 

scenes to keep this Society very successful. 

 

Bill Dear 

President 

Native Orchid Society of South Australia. 11 March 2001 
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6
th
 March, 2001  

 

The Secretary,  

Native Orchid Society of SA Incorporated,  

18 Justina Place, 

SURREY DOWNS. S.A. 5126 

 

AUDITORS REPORT 

 

I have audited the financial statements of the Native Orchid Society of South Australia 

Incorporated, for the period ending on 31
st
 December, 2000. 

 

I have conducted an independent audit of the financial statements prepared by officers of 

the Association in order to express an opinion of them to the members. 

 

My audit has been conducted in accordance with statutory requirements to provide 

reasonable assurance as to whether the financial statements are free of material 

misstatement. My procedures include examination of evidence supporting the amounts 

and other disclosures in the financial reports, and the evaluation of accounting policies 

and procedures. 

 

Subject to this reservation, in my opinion, the accompanying Income and Expenditure 

Statement and Balance Sheet represents a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the 

Native Orchid Society Of South Australia Incorporated for the 12 month period ended the 

31st December, 2000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finlay & Finlay Investments Pty. Ltd. A.C.N. 054 142 308) (ABN 37 054 142 308) 

Finlay & Finlay Services Pty. Ltd. (A.C.N. 008 192 185) (ABN 19 008 192 185) 


