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MAY MEETING 

Tuesday, 22 May, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. Meeting starts at 8:00 p.m. Doors to 

the hall will be open from 7:15p.m. to allow Members access to the Library and Trading Table. 

Foundation and Life Member Don Wells will talk about the conditions under which orchids grow in 

nature and how we should endeavour to replicate these conditions when we grow them. Bring lots of 

orchids - all that you may have in flower as it is these that attract many of our Members to our meeting. 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

Sun. 27
th
 May Hindmarsh Valley field trip 

16/17
th
 June Clare weekend field trip 

1 June (Friday) Annual Society Dinner at Buckingham Arms Hotel 

2 August Caladenia behrii weeding event with TPAG 

1-15 September Yorke and Eyre Peninsula Field Trip 

15-16 September NOSSA Spring Show 

24-28 September First International Orchid Conservation Congress, Perth, WA 

2003 16th Australian Orchid Conference Adelaide, hosted by O.C.S.A. 

 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday 30 May at the home of Malcolm Guy. Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

NEXT JUDGES MEETING 

Saturday 2 June, 9:30 am at Les Nesbitt's Home. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

The Native Orchid Society of South Australia takes great pleasure in welcoming Jenny Skinner, Alex 

Nottle and David Lloyd as New Members 

 

 

APRIL MEETING 

Guest Speaker 

NOSSA Member John Gay talked about some of the very clever gadgets he employs to assist 

him in growing his orchids. John is very interested in both Australian natives and exotics and 

grows both very well on his Murray Bridge property. John is a gifted speaker who brings 

humour into his talks. His farming background no doubt has assisted in conceiving some of his 

more innovative gadgets. John presented a talk that was enjoyed by all in attendance, and many 

Members are already putting some of John's ideas into practice. We look forward to a Journal 

article from John on the subject of some of these gadgets. Many thanks to John for a really 

good talk. 

 

 

Plants Benched 

Terrestrial Species: Spathoglottis plicata, Leporella fimbriata, Pterostylis revolute, Eriochilus 

cucullatus 

Terrestrial Hybrids: Pterostylis Trunkfish 

Epiphyte Species: Dendrobium monophyllum, Liparis reflexa, Sarcochilus hirticalcar. 

 

Epiphyte Hybrids: Dendrobium Hilda Poxon, Dendrobium Aussie Victory, Dendrobium Sunterry, 

Dendrobium Janine Banks, Dendrobium Bellinger Valley. 

 

Popular Voting 

Best Terrestrial: Leporella fimbriata grown by Les Nesbitt 

Best Epiphyte: Dendrobium Hilda Poxon 'Ern' grown by John and Bev Gay 

 

Judges' Choices 

Best Epiphyte Species: 1st Sarcochilus hirticalcar grown by Brendan Killen 

2nd Dendrobium monophyllum grown by Noel Oliver 

3rd Liparis reflexa grown by Brendan Killen 

 

Best Epiphyte Hybrid: 1st Dendrobium Hilda Poxon 'Ern' grown by John and Bev 

Gay 

2nd Dendrobium Janine Banks grown by Brendan Killen 

3rd Dendrobium Sunterry grown by Brendan Killen 

 

Best Terrestrial Species: Leporella fimbriata grown by Les Nesbitt 

2nd Pterostylis revoluta grown by Les Nesbitt 

3'd Eriochilus cucullatus grown by David Pettifor 

 

Best Terrestrial Hybrid: 1st Pterostylis Trunkfish grown by David Pettifor 

 

Judges' Plant of the Night Dendrobium Hilda Poxon 'Ern' grown by John and Bev Gay 

 

 

Reg Shooter provided the commentary for the epiphyte orchids, Les Nesbitt provided the 

commentary for the terrestrials. 
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HOW ITS DONE  REG SHOOTER 

John & Bev Gay benched a very nice plant of Dendrobium Hilda Poxon at the April meeting. Den. Hilda 

Poxon is a primary crossing of two species D. speciosum with D. tetragonum. 

 

This hybrid has an interesting history. The cross was made by the late Ira Butler in the early to mid 

seventies. Unfortunately Ira died before the seedlings flowered. When the collection was sold nobody 

was really interested in this unlikely cross of a large upright species of D. speciosum with a pendulous 

species like D. tetragonum. However Noel Grunden must have seen the potential and purchased them all. 

The rest, as they say is history. It was probably responsible for the renewed interest in Australian Native 

orchids by a lot of growers who until that time had rather looked down on the natives as insignificant. 

 

Dr Noel Grunden named the hybrid Hilda Poxon after a secretary of an orchid club in Queensland. 

 

Back to John & Bev's plant. During the summer months it is grown in an open shade-house then in the 

cooler winter months when it is in bloom it is placed under a solid roof. This is purely to protect the 

flowers from being marked by rain. 

 

All Dendrobiums require good drainage around their roots. To achieve this John places coarse foam 

pieces in the bottom 1/3 of the pot followed by coarse 20mm bark in the next 1/3 finishing off with finer 

bark on top. During the summer months he waters quite often, the prevailing conditions being the 

governing factor, in the winter about twice a week, again taking the weather conditions into 

consideration. 

 

Australian Natives are not heavy feeders John uses Neutracote slow release fertiliser when repotting 

followed by blossom booster fortnightly in Autumn. 

 

Dendrobium Hilda Poxon is an easily grown orchid, it flowers spasmodically throughout the year but the 

flowers do not last long in the warm weather however in the main flowering period of winter/spring they 

will. last for a couple of weeks or more. Thank you John and Bev for bringing this lovely orchid for us to 

see. 

 

In the terrestrial section both the judges and the popular vote liked Les Nesbitt 's Leporella fimbriata. A 

beautiful little plant carrying small creamy flowers with a distinctive red fimbriated (hairy) labellum. Les 

grows this species under 50% shadecloth on a weldmesh bench to allow for air movement and perfect 

drainage. 

 

This plant is still in the original Lucindale non wettable grey sand that Les collected it in from a rescue 

dig some years ago, Les thinks he 'might' get round to repotting it this year! ! 

 

Almost no water is given during the summer months a little in Spring & Autumn & natural rainfall in the 

Winter. Like all the Aussie terrestrials NO fertiliser is given. 

 

Leporella fimbriata is a fungus dependant species found in specialised sandy habitats because of this it 

is not an easily grown species. It has distinctive green leaves with red stripes and forms quite large 

colonies in its bushland habitat. 

 

Les always has some interesting and rarely seen terrestrials thanks for sharing them with us Les. 

 

 

DENDROBIUM MONOPHYLLUM by Noel Oliver 

 

The plant benched at the last meeting was originally mounted on a cork slab but when the plant outgrew 

the mount the whole thing, mount as well, was placed on a slab of tree fern. The plant flowers regularly, 

but most of the time with just one or two spikes. This year however it has produced twelve spikes. 

 

I have owned the plant for 15 or 20 years, a very slow grower, it is not suited to pot culture as it has a 

creeping habit. The plant is grown high in the shadehouse so as to get maximum air movement and 

plenty of light. 
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D. monophyllum requires an abundance of sunlight and frequent watering during the hot weather but also 

likes to dry out between waterings. The plant is a creeping epiphyte its natural habitat being the eastern 

states from northern NSW to Cape York Peninsular in open forests and rain forests along the coast. 

 

It is not an easy orchid to grow and flower here in South Australia but once you have the right conditions 

it is a very rewarding plant to own. 

 

I purchased another D. monophyllum from the eastern states recently, but a lot of patience is needed, as it 

is very small and will take a long time to acclimatise and flower. 

 

Last year this large plant of mine flowered for the show in September. The main flowering season is 

from August to October but I have had a spike in flower nearly every month; - in other words it is very 

seldom out of flower. 

 

 

FOR YOUR ATTENTION - N.O.S.S.A. NEWS 

 

***The Annual Dinner of the Society will be held on Friday 1st June at the 

Buckingham Arms Hotel, at 7:00pm. The cost is $17.60. Members are asked to 

pay our Treasurer, Iris Freeman, before that night if at all possible. It is an 

unsafe practice for Iris to have to collect and be responsible for the money on 

the night. 

 

Trading Table. Items are needed for the trading table. Items don't have to be orchids. 

 

Journal Articles are sought (from you the reader and others). Make 2001 your year to contribute. We 

need articles about your own experiences in growing or seeking native orchids. 

 

Library: NOSSA has a very extensive Library from which all Members are encouraged to borrow. Now 

located in the back of the hall! 

 

Judging Classes Any Member wishing to join the group will be made very welcome. The classes are 

not technical or difficult and participants are not required to sit tests or exams. In addition to judging 

matters general discussions on all aspects of Australian Native Orchids, both terrestrials and epiphytes 

are examined. The meetings are held usually once a month on Saturdays from 9.30am to noon. If you 

are interested in joining the group feel free to talk to Reg Shooter either at a meeting or by phoning him 

on 82352323 

 

Subscriptions are now due and should be forwarded to The Treasurer. A Family membership is $15-, a 

Single membership is $15-. 

 

Raffle: The Society is raffling an elegantly framed original painting of a Laelia.The painting has been 

kindly donated by Sylvie Creed. It is roughly 450mm x 600mm and will make a very worthwhile 

addition to anyone's lounge room; a lovely spray of pink flowers on a dark background. Tickets are 

available at General Meetings for 50cents or by arrangement from the Secretary. The winner will be 

drawn at the Annual Dinner in June. 

 

Editor's Notes 
Len Field was in Adelaide in early May to help NOSSA Foundation and Life and Member Don Wells celebrate his 80

th
 

birthday, 

and I was privileged to have been able to spend some time with these two most interesting native orchid enthusiasts, -both 

great people and both highly knowledgeable about growing Australian natives. Both have learned from studying orchids in 

their natural environment making an effort to observe and understand the conditions under which they grow, and partly 

through trial and error, simulating these conditions in their back yards. Len lives in Blackalls Park (Newcastle) in New 

South Wales and experiences very different growing conditions to those presented by South Australia, and to listen to Don 

and Len 'compare notes' on how they endeavour to grow their orchids is fascinating. 
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Len, a Member of NOSSA for going on 20 years now, has captured, for the benefit of other orchid enthusiasts, his 

knowledge in a series of articles, many originally prepared for publication in the ANOS New Castle Journal. Len has 

generously donated a compilation of his articles to the NOSSA Library and you should search these out!. 

 

A few of his articles have been published in recent NOSSA Journals. He is also a regular contributor to the Orchadian, and 

the ANUS Central Coast Journal. His writings which incorporate his first hand knowledge of Australian orchid species, 

provide a significant and important contribution to orchid literature. 

 

As of this issue, Len's articles will become a regular feature of the NOSSA Journal. I will start with selected species of the 

genus Bulbophyllum and the genus Dockrillia, and then move onto other genera. Although the articles that you will see in 

print over the next bunch of months address epiphytic orchids, Len has an equal interest in terrestrial orchids. 

 

I would also like to bring your attention to an article forwarded to me by Mike Wicks who lives in Moorabbin, Victoria. Has 

anyone seen Cymbidium canaliculatum in South Australia. I look forward to receiving responses from Members regarding 

this article. 

 
A summary of the results of the Survey conducted by NOSSA through the March Journal is also presented in this issue. 

We did not receive a large return of completed survey forms, only eighteen in all, but these are no doubt representative of 

the Society as a whole and reflect to a large degree the oral responses received at the March General Meeting. Many 

thanks to those who took part in the Survey. We would look forward to receiving completed forms from other Members. 

 

 

FIELD TRIPS 

 

Hindmarsh Valley Sun. 27
th
 May. Please meet on the Main South Road, 

2km north of Myponga at l0am. This trip will be confirmed at the May general 

meeting or please contact me to check - Thelma 8384 4174. 

 

Clare weekend 16/17
th
 June. Sat 16

th
 we will be weeding in the morning in 

Spring Gully Conservation Park. Please meet at l0am in Sevenhills, just off the 

main road, where the park is signposted. 

Sun 17
th
 we will be looking around Mintaro for populations of Pterostylis 

despectans. 

 

 

?CAN YOU ASSIST US? 

 

Your Society needs an AUDITOR. If you have an accounting background 

and are willing to spend a few hours of your time at the end of the year to 

audit our accounts, please contact Iris Freeman or another Committee 

Member. Your assistance here would certainly be greatly appreciated. If you are 

unable to assist, perhaps you know of someone who can. 

 

 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE FLOWERS GONE?  By Cathy and Malcolm Houston. 

 

It has long been recognised that since the arrival of non-indigenous man in Australia, native flora and 

fauna have been under greater pressures from change. Some species have faired a lot better than was 

previously their lot, but many have been threatened and some have become extinct. We are well 

acquainted with such things as habitat destruction, feral predators, grazing from herbivores etc. But how 

about the natural things that take place, presumably throughout time? 

 

For several years the authors have made regular visits to an orchid-rich area of scrub in the South east of 

our state. This Autumn we made two visits to a colony of Genoplesium aff. rufum. The first visit was 

interesting, in that it appeared to reveal two separate flowering periods. We recorded twenty-nine plants 

with spent flowers already showing swollen ovaries. On the other hand there were twenty plants in bud, 

these being some time off flowering yet. Plants in flower numbered three. The remainder of the main 
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colony was made up of another twenty plants with their tops (flowers?) eaten off. One week later we 

visited again, only to discover that the colony now consisted of seventeen plants (nine in flower, seven in 

pod and one eaten off)! Where the plants had been there were now small, narrow, sharply pointed holes. 

Some contained the fibrous outer sheath that surrounds the tuber; in other cases the sheath was lying on 

the ground nearby. It appeared, from the size and shape of the holes, that the tubers had been eaten by a 

bird or birds in the Cockatoo family. What particularly amazed us was the specificity of the digging of 

the holes. There appeared to be no random digging. 

 

The area where this occurred is very open and only has very low ground cover. In one place it has no 

ground cover at all. Over the years we have noted the death and breakdown of some of the few heathy 

shrubs which afforded some of the plants a little protection. The open sandy patch is the legacy of an 

echidna having disturbed that area a couple of years ago. (On that occasion some of the tubers were left 

lying on the ground.) It appears that the birds in this instance have accounted for at least two thirds of the 

population on one meal! 

 

In this same locality we have observed high incidences of herbivores eating Dipodiums. Last season, for 

instance, was a poor season for Dipodiums in the region. Only low numbers came up to flower. A plant 

protected with a tree guard was the only one to maintain a flower! The season before last, the predation 

was almost two thirds of the population. On occasions we have photographed spectacular heads of 

flowers only to return a couple of days later and find only a stalk. It appears that while the plant is in bud 

it is not usually predated. Once a few flowers have opened, then it is eaten. Plants producing pods have 

been extremely rare. We suspect that a kangaroo or kangaroos in the area are very fond of Dipodiums. 

One wonders what effect, if any, this has on the long-term survival of the plants. 

 

 

ORCHIDS OF VICTORIA - HARD COPY 

 

The printed version of the recently released CD-rom of Orchids of Victoria, with updated names and an 

emphasis on illustrations is now available as a limited edition. 

Copies may be personalised for no extra cost. 

Cost: A$240 hard bound A4 size book 

A$60 CD-rom 

A$270 for both book and CD-rom 

Payments to AQUATIC PHOTOGRAPHICS by Master/Bank card, Visa and American Express at 

Zoonetics Books. Please contact Thelma Bridle for further details. 

 

 

Web Sites (from the Orchidophile) 

ANOS Sydney: users.bigpond.net.au/orchids/anossyd.htm 

ANOS website: www.anos.org.au 

PNG Orchid News: www.orchidspng.com 

Orchid Species of the Far North Coast of NSW: www.anos.org.au/ne_nsw_species 

RHS Grex Search: www.rhs.org.uk/science/RegisterPages/mm_orchidsearch.asp 

Orchid Species Photo Encyclopaedia: www.orchidspecies.com 

Orchids Australia: www.orchidsaustralia.com 

Down Under Native Orchids: www.duno.com.au 

Orchid Society of NSW: www.ozemail.com.au/--osnsw 

Kings Park and Botanic Gardens (Perth): www.kpbg.wa.gov.au 

Phil's Orchid World: homepages.ihug.co.nz/-tomnz 

The Orchid Mall: www.orchidmall.com 

Orchid Species Culture: www.orchidculture.com 

The Orchid Photo Page: www.orchidworks.com 

The Orchid Weblopaedia: conbio.bio.uci.edulorchid 

Linda's Orchid Page: www.orchidlady.com 

Orchid Tips: www.orchidtips.com 

Woolf orchidculture: www.woolforchidculture.com 

American Orchid Society: www.orchidweb.org 
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From the Bulletin of the Western Australian Native Orchid Study and Conservation 

Group (Inc) 

 

The April 2001 volume of the Bulletin indicates that there is some thought that the northern and southern 

populations of Rhizanthella gardneri might be different. The Bulletin also notes that by law, to look at 

existing populations of the underground orchid, and also to search for new locations, permission from 

the Minister is required. 

 

The Bulletin also talks about a revision of the Caladenia complex and a two volume publication that 

should be available later in the year. 

 

 

BULBOPHYLLUM THE GENUS  by Len Field 

Bulbophyllum is the largest orchid genus in the world with between 1500 and 2000 species that mostly 

prefer the tropics with New Guinea having over 600 species and they are also very prolific in Malaysia 

and Indonesia and extend to South America, Africa and Asia. In Australia we have about 28 species 

while New Zealand have two. The North America and European continents are the only inhabited areas 

excluded from this large distribution. 

 

In 1822 Aubert Du Petit Thouars a French botanist who lived 1758--1831 named the genus 

Bulbophyllum from the Greek bolbus (a bulb) and phyllon (a leaf) meaning the leaf is attached directly to 

the Pseudo-bulb. All species are evergreen and grow new roots only from the base of the pseudo-bulb, 

which usually bear only one leaf as it begins to mature. It has a creeping rhizome and flowers arise only 

from mature stems and at times these flowers can have an unpleasant odour. The genus is very similar to 

Dendrobium and it can at times be very difficult to separate the two genera with many Dendrobiums 

once described as Bulbophyllum. 

 

In Australia we have 28 species with all the species usually on the small side with Bulbophyllum baileyii 

the largest plant and Bulbophyllum globuliforme the smallest being only about 2mm across. Nearly all 

the Australian species are insect pollinated. The growing area is from North Queensland where the 

majority grows to the Clyde River in SouthEast N.S.W. with Bulbophyllum schillerianum the only 

species common to both areas. 

 

Bulbophyllum exiguum F. Muell. 1860 

 

Other previous names Dendrobium exiguum (F. Muell.) F. Muell. 1865 

Phyllorchis exigua (F. Muell.) Kuntze 1891 

Dendrobium caleyi Cunn. 1837 nom. prov. 

Bulbophyllum exiguum F. Muell. var. dallachyi Benth. Now Bulbophyllum wilkianum 

 

The name exiguum is derived from the Latin exiguus meaning very little and narrow in reference to the 

flower. It has the common name of the creeping orchid and is one of the few non-tropical Bulbophyllum 

in Australia. 

 

Found in an area from S. E. N.S.W. to S. E. Queensland growing on coastal ranges but can penetrate 

inland for some distance where it can be found at an altitude from 0 to 1000 metres. Growing as both an 

epiphyte and lithophyte it can form huge mats that can be several metres square and can become very 

common in its growing area where it will grow in a wide range of environment ranging from heavy rain- 

forest gullies to fully exposed sandstone. It reaches its best growth on high exposed rock faces that point 

east and are in humid airy locations. Here it reaches its full potential and at times the leaves can be,. 

hidden by the myriad of flowers it bears. Another area it likes to grow are large tree trunks and the larger 

limbs but on my own observations here in the Watagan mountain it does prefer the exposed rock faces. 

While it does not grow in the tropics it is often mistaken for Bulbophyllum newportii and another orchid 

it is at times mistaken for is Bulbophyllum argyropus which is somewhat similar but has smaller flowers 

than Bulbophyllum exiguum. 
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Pseudo-bulbs 4 to 8mm in diameter shaped ovoid or globular growing along branches of the rhizome and 

are well spaced being about 1cm apart. The pseudo-bulb has only one solitary leaf growing from it, this 

leaf is from 15-20mm long and 5-9mm wide with a leathery feel and a flat shape that has a cleft down the 

centre while flowers grow on thin stems which arise from the side of the pseudo-bulb at the junction with 

the rhizome. 

 

Flowers which are small and coloured creamy white to pale green are wide opening and from 8-10mm in 

diameter with the sepals twice the length of the petals and a narrow labellum coloured yellow. The 

flower stems can reach 80mm in length and carry up to 5 flowers. An interesting observation is that 

plants growing epiphytic in rainforest locations while growing well do not reach the same growth as 

plants in other locations and I have also noticed that plants growing in the local Watagan Mountains can 

average 4 flowers to the inflorescence while plants from other regions struggle to carry 3 flowers. 

Flowering period is from March to May. 

 

While this is not one of the more showy Bulbophyllum species in Australia it can if grown properly be 

very rewarding. It will tolerate low light and is easily cultivated if grown on a slab or the outside of a pot. 

It needs a lot of humidity, very good drainage, a lot of water in summer with good air movement in semi- 

shade or filtered sunlight. 

 

The Genus Dockrillia Breig. 1981  by Len Field 

A recently created genus, which is a breakaway from the genus Dendrobium and used to describe the 

terete leaved species of that genus. The name honours Mr. Alick Dockrill but unfortunately Breiger when 

first introduced the name for the newly created genus used the feminine instead of the masculine Latin 

gender for the name and once the name was registered it was unable to be altered. 

 

Dockrillia teretifolia (R.Br.)1810 Brieger 1981 

Usually found on swamp oaks (Casuarina glauca) and sometimes on river oaks (Casuarina 

cunninghamiana) as a epiphyte, it can also have lithophytic habits. I can recall a trip by Newcastle 

Native Orchid Society to an area north of Hawkes Nest where we saw dozens of this orchid growing 

happily on the rock faces overlooking the waters 

of Myall Lakes. This plant nearly always prefers 

to overhang water where the air is moist and cool 

and the light is filtered. 

 

It has a range of habitat from the South Coast of 

N.S.W. up to the Fitzroy River in North 

Queensland. In its southern range it is usually 

found on the swamp oaks where as in its northern 

area it has a lot more variety of hosts and will 

travel along the river banks but is always at sea 

level, as a point of interest it is only found south 

to the southern range of the swamp oak which is 

its main host. This is another orchid that has 

suffered greatly due to urban expansion and 

while still reasonably common its habitat is 

disappearing rapidly. 

 

Flowering is from July to October but mostly in 

the early spring with flowers about 10 to 20 per 

spike appearing at the junction of stem and leaf, as do the new growths. 

 

Culture usually slab which can consist of tree fern, hardwood, natural cork barks to name a few also 

melaleuca (paper bark) logs are good and while this is a very good host mounting, it has a problem that 

while the bark is long lasting the wood will rot away very quickly. When mounting plant should be fixed 

on very tightly and as they grow a very extensive root system allow plenty of room for this growth. 

Roots tend to grow downwards so plant should be fixed slightly above centre of host. At least 50% shade 

is preferred or plants kept away from strong sunlight with plenty of air movement preferably from N.E. 

and S.E. direction and if possible protection from hot westerly winds. 
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HAVE YOU SEEN THIS ORCHID?  By Mike Wicks 

 Moorabin, Victoria April 2001 

 

In the October 2000 issue of the Journal, Brendan Killen wrote about how much he likes Cymbidium 

canaliculatum. In his travels he has seen them from the Gulf Country in Queensland, south to Parkes in 

New South Wales. 

 

In his book South Australian Orchids, published in 1911, Dr R. S. Rogers states that "In South Australia, 

only one true epiphytic orchid has been found, *[Dendrobium canaliculatum] and if you want to secure 

this prize you will probably have to travel in November or December right into the desolate heart of 

Australia, where it is seen growing on the eucalypts on Coopers Creek, near the place where Burke and 

Wills lost their lives.". There is no photo as "My specimens are dried....". 

 

According to Mark Clements, in Australian Orchid Research Volume 1 (1989) Cymbidium 

canaliculatum is found from the Kimberleys in Western Australia, through the northern part of the 

Northern Territory, almost all of Queensland, and in the northern half of New South Wales. Included in 

this distribution is the south-western corner of Queensland "wrapped" around the South Australian 

border, and possibly the north-western corner of New South Wales, but not South Australia. In Native 

Orchids of Australia (1988), David Jones does not include South Australia in the distribution of this 

species, and in Flora of South Australia Part 1, Third Edition, by J. M. Black (revised and edited by John 

P Jessop, 1978) there is not even a reference to the Cymbidium genus. 

 

QUESTION. Was Dr. Rogers wrong, possibly by being given a dried specimen with an incorrect 

provenance, or has Cymbidium canaliculatum disappeared from this hostile environment, or is it still 

there in small numbers, just waiting to be rediscovered by intrepid NOSSA Members. 

 

 

 

MAPPING OF ADELAIDE'S BIODIVERSITY 

After an article by Catherine Hockley, Environmental Reporter, published in The Advertiser, 

Friday 4 May 2001: 

 

Adelaide's biodiversity has been mapped for the first time and it "reveals a bleak picture of declining 

species and degraded habitats". A document produced by the South Australian Urban Forest 

Biodiversity Program, and funded by the State and Federal Governments, and entitled Conserving 

Adelaide's Biodiversity Resources, maps strategies for protecting the 12 per cent of the native vegetation 

and fauna left in the 185,000ha metropolitan zone, a zone that is bounded by the Gawler River, Sellicks 

Beach, the Adelaide Hills and the Gulf of St Vincent. The Guide, compiled by Matthew Turner, includes 

argument for greater protection of the Adelaide Hills Face Zone, which contains nearly 25 percent of 

Adelaide's remnant native vegetation, but which is under threat through recreation (in particular 

mountain bike, horse riding and orienteering), horticulture and residential development. 

 

The Guide lists plant and faunal habitats and addresses the threats being made to these habitats by 

introduced plants and animals, water pollution and extraction, collection of firewood, and etc. The Guide 

cites "inappropriate management" as the major threat to biodiversity. So far, 18 out of a total of 25 

mammals, at least 10 out of 250 birds, 2 out of 43 reptiles and at least 140 of at least 1100 plants have 

been lost from the Adelaide region. 

 

 

 

 

All mericlones are alike but they have different growers so we can tell them apart (from Orchid Wise 

by Roger Rankin 
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NOSSA MEMBER QUESTIONNAIRE Cathy Houston 

 

Eighteen written responses were received from members during the allotted timeline. Thankyou to those 

who took the time to respond. 

 

A brief analysis of the written results follows. There were a number of replies which were from people 

who are unable to attend meetings for a variety of reasons. Some of the questions were specific to 

meetings so these questions were not applicable for these people. 

 

The questionnaires were anonymous but for some of the questions, the Committee would be interested to 

know your name, e.g. would you be a speaker? Or are you interested in field trips? If you are prepared to 

identify yourself in these areas only, please contact a member of the Committee or write to us with this 

information. Thankyou. 

 

1 What do you expect from  Native Orchids 

 the Society?} 

 Why did you join?  - interest in 2; - learning about 9; - growing 3; - conservation 4; - 

 }  judging 1; - showing & trading 1; 

 } Aust native plant interest 2; Journal 2. 

 How many years is your  New members 4; 5-7yrs 4; 10-12yrs 2; 15-20+yrs 7. 

 membership? 

2  What do you expect from  Fellowship/ friendship 7; Enjoy the meeting 4; Discussion with 

 meetings?)} members 4; 

 Why do you attend?  Orchid information/ knowledge 7; Orchid growing 6; Judging 1. 

3 What changes do you want 

 to meeting format?  Format OK 4; 

4  Combined meetings?  No 8; Yes 3; Maybe 3; 

5  Interested in how the Soc.  Yes 6; Already know 3; No 2. 

 is run? 

6  Want to attend Committee  Yes 2; No 5; Not at present 5; Been there 2 

 meeting? } 

 Want to join Committee? 

7  Do you have skills?  Yes 2; No 7. 

8  Do you want the popular  Yes 13 

 vote? 

 When?  Before the meeting 5; Midway through 7. 

9  Topics that most interest  Orchids general 7; Cultivation 5; Terrestrials 3; Quality of the speaker 1 

 you? 

10  Do you want a wider range  No 6; Yes 6; all were suggestions associated with plants or animals or 

 of topics?  naturalist activities 

11 Would you speak? On  Yes 5; No 7. 

 what? 

12 Journal articles  Yes 13; sometimes 3 

 interesting? 

 What other articles do you  Orchid name changes; Plant of night; Articles from other native orchid 

 suggest? journals. 

 What improvements?  Latest papers; Coloured photos; Bi-monthly; Keep articles short or split 

13 Are you interested in field  Yes 11; No 4. 

 trips? 

 For how long?  ½ day -1; all other replies-full day or longer. 

14 Which day?  Saturday 2; Sunday 6; either 3 

15  Do you want refreshments  Yes 8; No 1; One suggestion for the mid break 

 at meeting? 


