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JULY MEETING 

Tuesday, 24July, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. Meeting starts at 8:00p.m. Doors to 

the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members access to the Library and Trading Table. 

Dr. J Gibb will talk about Biodiversity and the Coorong. This promises to be a most interesting meeting. 

Bring lots of orchids -all that you may have in flower as it is these that attract many of our Members to 

our meetings 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

28-29 July Pterostylis despectans survey in the Hallett area. 

2 August Caladenia behrii weeding event with TPAG 

18-19 August Weekend trip to the Murraylands particularly for Caladenia capillata 

1-15 September Yorke and Eyre Peninsula Field Trip 

15-16 September NOSSA Spring Show 

24-28 September First International Orchid Conservation Congress, Perth, WA 

2003 16TH Australian Orchid Conference Adelaide, hosted by O.C.S.A. 

 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday 1 August at the home of Iris Freeman. Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

NEXT JUDGES MEETING 

At the home of Ted& Marjorie Chance Elizabeth Vale, on 11th August at 9.30am 
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NEW MEMBERS 

The Native Orchid Society of South Australia take great pleasure in welcoming Ronald Howlet 

(Turramurra NSW), Alex Nottle, A. McArthur, Lee Jeffery, Andrew and Sue Dilley (Vic), 

Elizabeth Pyatt, and Topa Petit as New Members. 

 

 

JUNE MEETING 

 

A panel comprising Reg Shooter, Les Nesbitt, Les Burgess, Noel Oliver, Peter Barnes and Wally 

Walloscheck answered a wide range of questions put forward by Members in attendance. 

 

Matters addressed for the terrestrial growers included some pointers on how to grow these orchids, 

amounts and exposure of sunlight, lack of wind, soil mixes bearing in mind the differing needs of where 

the orchids are being grown - eg hills vs plains, maintaining fungus in pots, orchids which rely heavily 

on fungus and those which don't, leaf litter, repotting (why some orchids are rarely repotted), watering 

regimes and rotting off. 

 

Deflasking seedlings was discussed and here it appeared that to some extent it depended on the species 

being deflasked. The main windows of opportunity are in either Autumn (particularly May) or in Spring. 

Les Nesbitt puts the deflasked pots into a clear plastic tub with a lid for a week. A pot of Caladenia 

tentaculata amply demonstrated the sprinkling of seed around the base of existing mature plants as an 

alternative to flasking. The pot had originally contained five plants and now had close to fifty of varying 

sizes and maturities. Mention was made of M. Thomas' (A.N.O.S. Victoria) observation that seed placed 

within 1 cm of adult plants grow much better. It was also noted that some terrestrials send a root 

upwards in search of near-surface fungus, and then turn downwards into the pot. 

 

Questions pertaining to epiphytic orchids were also many and varied. The matter of how much 

protection hot/cold orchids require in our winter was raised. The panel replied that it is dependant upon 

several factors including the degree of 'hot' in the parentage and where they are being grown. It was 

stated that a shadehouse is usually adequate, but that flower buds will abort if they are not warm enough 

(minimum 13° or 14°C. A panellist then asked Brendan Killen how he now grows his hot/colds now that 

he is not in Queensland. His main emphasis is on keeping them dry enough (roofed areas) with plenty of 

air movement and they are maintained with some heat. Mention was made that our winters and summers 

are not like those in the north, viz cold wet winters and dry summers compared with relatively warm, dry 

winters and wet summers in Queensland. Similarly the sunlight hours are completely different in our 

State. Plants absorb warmth to get them through the very cold nights. Misting in summer will keep them 

cool. 

 

The panel then discussed the use of fertilisers and the general consensus was that this needs to be kept to 

low levels or in some cases they questioned if there was a necessity for any. Don Wells compost of 

broken-down Eucalyptus leaves was mentioned. 

 

Leaf drop from canes was an issue for some Members. Selecting clones from plants that do not tend to 

do this is one answer. It was observed that leaf drop can occur when there are extremes of temperature in 

one day. 

 

A final question addressed when to repot Sarcochilus. Once again there were two differing times and 

opinions, viz autumn and spring. Attention to moisture levels whilst they become established was 

important. 

 

Many thanks to the panellists for a 'job well done'. Thanks also to those Members who put questions 

forward. A most informative evening for all in attendance. (Your editor's thanks to Cathy Houston for 

the above summary) 

 

A good night also for orchids on display with 13 species of native terrestrials and 4 species of native 

epiphytes. There were also 2 terrestrial hybrids and 15 epiphyte hybrids. (Total of 34 species/hybrids). 

The aim for July should be to surpass 50 different orchids. 



53  

 Plants Benched 

Terrestrial Species: Leporella fimbriata, Pterostylis collina, Pterostylis concinna (Bigweno, 

Tasmania), Pterostylis concinna - yellow form, Pterostylis concinna (yellow 

form from Elthan Vic), Pterostylis concinna, Pterostylis ophioglossa (x2), 

Pterostylis procera (x2), Pterostylis pusillus, Pterostylis reflexa (Fern Bay 

NSW), Pterostylis robusta (x2), Pterostylis sanguinea, Pterostylis sanguinea 

(Altona), Pterostylis sanguinea (mallee form), Pterostylis stricta, Pterostylis 

taurus, Pterostylis torquaae (Wauchope NSW), 

 

Terrestrial Hybrids: Pterostylis x furcillata, Pterostylis Rogoff 

 

Epiphyte Species: Dendrobium speciosum, Dendrobium bigibbum, Dendrobium johannis, 

Dockrillia rigidum (2 of). 

 

Epiphyte Hybrids: Dendrobium Hilda Poxon (4 of ), Dendrobium Colonial Supreme 'Bobbin', 

Dendrobium Aussie Angel x D. Lorikeet, Dendrobium Colonial Supreme, 

Dendrobium Elegant Heart, Dendrobium Jesmond Dazzler (3 of), Dendrobium 

Copper Blaze x Dendrobium kingianum, Dendrobium Aussie Ira, Dendrobium 

Zeppelin x D. Rutherford Starburst, Dendrobium Desmond Treasure (2 of), 

Dendrobium Colonial Compio, Dendrobium Jesmond Glitter, Dendrobium 

Northmead x D. Zip, Dendrobium Jannine Banks, 

 

Popular Voting 

Best Terrestrial: Pterostylis sanguinea grown by Wally Walloscheck 

 

Best Epiphyte: Dendrobium Elegant Heart x D. Jesmond ? grown by Brendan Killen 

 

Judges' Choices 

Best Epiphyte Species: 1st Dendrobium rigidum grown by Bill Dear 

2nd Dendrobium speciosum grown by Noel Oliver 

3rd Dendrobium bigibbum grown by Brendan Killen 

 

Best Epiphyte Hybrids: 1st Dendrobium Hilda Poxon grown by Reg Shooter 

2nd Dendrobium Jesmond Dazzler grown by Brendan Killen 

3rd Dendrobium Elegant Heart x D. Jesmond ?? grown by Brendan 

Killen 

 

Best Terrestrial Species: 1st Pterostylis sanguinea grown by Wally Walloscheck 

2
nd

 Pterostylis concinna 'Yellow' grown by David Pettifor 

3
rd

 Pterostylis taurus grown by David Pettifor 

 

Best Terrestrial Hybrids: 1st Pterostylis x furcillata grown by Les Nesbitt 

2nd Pterostylis Rogoff grown by Les Nesbitt 

 

Judges Plant of the Night Ptst. sanguinea grown by Wally Walloscheck 

 

Noel Oliver provided the commentary for the epiphyte orchids, Bob Bates provided the commentary for 

the terrestrials. 

 

HOW ITS DONE  Reg Shooter 

There were a total of 34 orchids benched at the June meeting; any one of them could have been the plant 

of the night. After much discussion the panel of judges finally chose Wally Walloscheck's magnificent 

specimen of the species, Pterostylis sanguinea. Just the one stem 27 cms tall carrying 6 open bronze red 

flowers. Wally grows this plant at the western end of a tunnel shadehouse where it would receive what 

little protection and warmth it could from the quite cold conditions on the top of a hill at Cherry Gardens. 

Wally makes up his own growing medium consisting of a mixture of bush soil from his property with a 

small quantity of commercial potting mix, he uses no fertiliser believing that enough nutriment is 

obtained from the bush soil. Apart from extremely dry periods (which, in the hills area are not usually 
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prolonged) Wally relies on the natural rainfall to water his plants placing a mulch on the surface of the 

pot to prevent the spread of any fungal disease from water splashing on the leaves. Very little pest 

damage is encountered from the usual pests. The worst Wally experienced was from humans who on one 

occasion 'reduced his collection of three pots of sanguinea to two'. 

 

Pterostylis sanguinea was previously known as Pterostylis vittata. Pterostylis sanguinea has a wide- 

spread distribution from southern Western Australia through South Australia into Victoria. Pterostylis 

vittata is found in the same areas but also into Tasmania. It is a solitary species, not colony forming and 

adapts well to cultivation. There are several 'forms' the one benched by Wally was tall and deeply 

coloured, another on the bench was short and squat only about 10cms tall. Both exhibited the baggy 

dorsal sepal, which rise to the common name of Baggy Britches. Thank you Wally for sharing this 

beautiful species with us. 

 

The epiphyte section was well patronised with both 

hybrids and species benched. Of interest in the hybrid 

section were four Dendrobium Hilda Poxon each 

one different. Some with brown spotting and some 

pure yellow, there were also three Dendrobium 

Jesmond Dazzler from the same flask having quite 

distinct coloured flowers, but the orchid the judges 

chose as the best epiphyte was President Bill Dears 

species Dockrillia rigida, previously known as 

Dendrobium rigidum. This is a terete-leaved species 

that Bill grows on a piece of natural cork bark in a 

shade house under 70% shade. He waters it daily in 

the summer months and every two weeks in the 

winter. Like Wally he gives very little fertiliser if any. 

Its natural habitat is at the top of Cape York Peninsula 

into New Guinea where it can be found quite common 

growing on trees in humid often exposed situations, 

not the sort of conditions you would expect to find in Adelaide. It obviously adapts well to less than ideal 

conditions as it is often seen on the benches. It does not seem to have a flowering season but tends to 

produce flowers spasmodically throughout the year. 

 

Many of the so-called terete leaved Dendrobiums have been moved into a new genus; Dockrillia. In the 

latest edition of the Orchadian June 01 David Banks has written a very good article on this subject. I urge 

all growers to read this article and alter their labels accordingly. David also points out that these changes 

to the Dendrobium genus may only be the beginning of many more to come. If the course of change 

proceed along the lines suggested we may end up with only one Dendrobium species in Australia, 

Dendrobium stuartii from Cape York Peninsula, the rest being named something else. 

 

Drawing of Dockrillia rigida by Lisa Carne 

 

 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION - NOSSA NEWS 

 

Trading Table. Items are needed for the trading table. Items don't have to be orchids. 

 

Journal Articles are sought (from you the reader and others). Make 2001 your year to contribute. We 

need articles about your own experiences in growing or seeking native orchids. 

 

Library: NOSSA has a very extensive Library from which all Members are encouraged to borrow. Now 

located in the back of the hall! 

 

Judging Classes Any Member wishing to join the group will be made very welcome. The classes are 

not technical or difficult and participants are not required to sit tests or exams. In addition to judging 

matters general discussions on all aspects of Australian Native Orchids, both terrestrials and epiphytes 



55  

 are examined. The meetings are held usually once a month on Saturdays from 9.30am to noon. If you 

are interested in joining the group feel free to talk to Reg Shooter either at a meeting or by phoning him 

on 82352323 

 

David Banks is seeking articles for the Orchadian. Lets give the Orchadian our full support, through . 

articles and why not also through Membership in the Australasian native Orchid Society. Contact Gerry 

Came for further information. 

 

July 28/29 Pterostylis despectans survey in the Hallett area 

Aug 18/19 Weekend trip to the Murraylands particularly for Caladenia capillata. 

 

Please contact Thelma Bridle (8384 4174) for further details on these trips if you are 

interested in participating. 

 

 

16 th. Australian Orchid Council Conference and Show 2003 - Update.  Reg Shooter 

The Conference and Show will be held in Adelaide, South Australia from Tuesday 16th September to 

Sunday 21st September 2003. Although it may seem a long way off, because of the amount of planning 

and organizing, the Planning Committee has been formed and are on schedule. Newsletter No. l has been 

sent to more than 260 people on our mailing list in March. Newsletter No. 2 will be sent in the new year. 

It will have extensive information on all aspects of the Conference, including details of Guest Speakers 

and their topics, Judging, Social Events, Accommodation and the Registration form. In the mean time I 

have decided, with the A.O.C. Delegate's knowledge, to identify email addresses of Bulletin Editors 

within Australia and send by email, regular updates. This idea is intended to reach many more Orchid 

Growers in Australia, to keep them informed of the progress. 

 

If you are reading this and wish to be included on our mailing list to personally receive Newsletter No. 2, 

all you have to do is send your name and postal address to O.C.S.A. 

P.O. Box 730 G.P.O. ADELAIDE 5001. 

 

Updates on our Guest Speaker Programme is the responsibility of Reg Shooter email address 

grand@piclmowl.com.au 

 

Speakers so far accepted; 

Les Nesbitt SA  Australian Terrestrials 

Syd Monkhouse SA  Commercial Awards 

Rodney Rice NSW  Species (Possibly Gongoras) 

Ross Tucker NZ  Zygopetalums 

Peter Furniss USA  'Orchids I Have Seen' 

Glen Heylen SA  'Cymbidiums as Pot Plants' 

Graham Moms SA  'Exhibition Cymbidiums' 

Elias Javier Philippines  Will advise subject later 

John Woolf QLD  'Hot/Cold Australian Dendrobiums' 

Wayne Turville -Vic  Breeding Australian Native Hybrids 

Rapee Sagarik Thailand  Will advise subject later 

Wolfgang Bandish New G.  New Guinea. Orchids 

 

It is too early to give dates and times of lectures. I will have to wait until all speakers have replied before 

this can be done. I will have to arrange them by subject and this cannot be done until the final 

acceptance. If I have not had replies from the outstanding ones by 1st August I have others I can contact. 
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South Australian Women Orchidologists and Orchid Painters 

Number one in a series: Fanny Elizabeth de Mole  Bob Bates 

 

Fanny Elizabeth de Mole was born in England in 1835 and migrated to South Australia with her family 

before 1850. They lived in the Burnside area and Fanny began painting wildflowers soon after arrival so 

probably she had some training in England. She was lucky enough to meet Mary Hindmarsh, daughter of 

Governor Hindmarsh who had painted the first published pictures of South Australian orchids in George 

Fife Angas' 1847 book "South Australia Illustrated". Mary took the teenager under her wing and Fanny 

began to use the intense colours favoured by her mentor. 

 

Fanny's brother George was a surveyor and secretary to the Marine Board when he sailed around the 

coast on the Yatala in 1857. Three features named after him are: De Mole River on Kangaroo Island, De 

Mole Point on Eyre Peninsula and De Mole Reef near Beachport. 

 

Fanny never married and as she was supported by her brother she had plenty of time for her painting, 

church duties and charity work. 

 

Fanny is best known for her book "Wildflowers of South Australia" published in 1861. This book 

combined her great loves as it was published ostensibly to raise money for the building of new churches 

about Adelaide. Orchids must have been abundant about Burnside in 1860 as some still survive there 

today in Folland Park. 

 

Plate 3 in her book shows a fine example of the glaucous leaf form of Thelymitra nuda (she has labelled it 

T. ixioides) but it is plate 16 which is her orchid masterpiece as it combines Cyanicula deformis, 

Caladenia argocalla, a probable C. argocalla crossed with C. tentaculata, Diuris behrii and D. pardina, 

all in vivid colour. 

 

Fanny died in 1866 aged just 31. Unpublished plates of her orchids and other wildflowers are said to 

scattered about the fine homes of Adelaide and it would be great to get them all together. "Wildflowers 

of South Australia" by F E D as she signed herself, is available for viewing at the Adelaide Public 

Library and at the Botanic Gardens Library. It is a very rare book today. 

 

 

CONSERVATION - HALBURY SCRUB 1/7/01 Thelma Bridle 

On a cold winter's morning, which became a glorious sunny day, 10 NOSSA members sprayed, dabbed 

and dug up many bridal creeper plants in this small but orchid-rich conserved area. We spent a combined 

total of 40 hrs conservation work. 

 

Pterostylis robusta was in flower with many 'rufa ' group rosettes, some forming flower buds, Caladenia 

sp. and Thelymitra sp. leaves in evidence. Caladenia sp. leaves were far more prolific this year than 

previously and were returning to a patch treated annually for bridal creeper for the past 4 years. 

Pterostylis rosettes had already been recorded as returning to this site. 

 

Thanks to everyone who turned up, and who would probably agree we had a most enjoyable day. 

 

CORYBAS AT KUITPO Thelma Bridle 

Phil and I visited the Onkeeta picnic ground area of Kuitpo Forest in late June to look for Corybas 

unguiculatus. The pine forest area at the picnic ground has been considerably thinned over the past 

couple of years. We were pleased to see that a large number of Thelymitra sp. had colonised the more 

open areas and flowered prolifically last year. They had also set seed extremely well and large clumps of 

leaves were growing. It was very disappointing to see that Monadenia bracteata had also colonised the 

area. Whether seed had been brought in inadvertently on forestry vehicles or the increased air movement 

from tree thinning had allowed more pollen/seed scatter is debatable, but we shall treat or remove these 

plants as soon as possible. There were many Corybas dilatatus and Acianthus pusillus and A. caudatus 

(in bud). In the native forest, besides the species already mentioned were Caladenia sp., Cyrtostylis sp. 

and Glossodia leaves. Corybas unguiculatus appeared to be in the same numbers as seen previously, with 

13 flowers in one site and on lower ground, 14 flowers. 
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 WEEKEND CONSERVATION IN THE CLARE VALLEY 16-17 JUNE 

Thelma Bridle 

 

It was a cold morning at Sevenhill on June 16th when 6 NOSSA members, including Mike Wicks from 

Victoria, met, prepared for some orchid conservation work. On the roadside at Waninga winery we 

cleared St John's wort from the Caladenia argocalla site. At this time of year Pterostylis robusta was 

flowering profusely and Acianthus pusillus was also in flower. Caladenia and Thelymitra sp. leaves were 

growing well. It was then time to tackle the wild rose and hawthorn, but we had made a good impression 

here by the time we left for the lookout in Spring Gully Conservation Park to have lunch. The winter 

view from here across the plains was a patchwork of red/brown ploughed fields. Walking to the Cascades 

(disappointingly only a trickle) we found a number of orchids, of particular note were the many P. 

sanguinea groupings. 

 

The hillside at Emu Flat Reserve was a mass of P. robusta, making walking a challenge without crushing 

orchid flowers. We removed many topped-lavender bushes from the site - a reminder of a past failed 

farming venture in the area. 

 

Sunday was a stunning winter day, full of sunshine and warmth as the wind dropped. Doug Bickerton 

had organised a vegetation map of the area east of Clare, to provide guidance as to suitable sites to search 

for P. despectans rosettes. We chose a ridge out of Manoora with Eucalyptus odorata woodland and it 

looked an ideal location on our arrival, with patches of bare, lightly mossed red soil. No orchids of any 

genus were found. On closer inspection the area seemed a little too damp and a bit too fertile to suit P. 

despectans, and a hare dashing across a paddock obviously had many relations in the area. 

 

We travelled NW to a private heritage-listed block out of Brinkworth. This site had beers un-grazed by 

stock for 40 years and consequently was highly favoured by local euros. A significant population of P. 

despectans had already been recorded here - significant due to its isolation from the populations around 

Hallett, 60kms distant. The population was thought to be fairly modest, but with 10 pairs of eyes we 

located and counted 472 rosettes on the western slope, and it was obvious that many plants were 

germinated from seed. There was also a colony of 54 P. nana plants, a new recording for the site. These 

had thick heart-shaped leaves with hairs around the perimeter. The hairy stem had only 1 bract and 

although the flowers were not open it was obvious the sepals would be long. 

 

A trap-door spider tunnel had its hinged lid closed. The built-up tunnel entrance was disguised like the 

base of a sapling. These large, timid, primitive spiders live in their tunnel for up to 20 years (males are 

not so long-lived!), waiting at the entrance at night to catch passing prey. This tunnel was 25 cm long, 

but they often have side chambers as protection from predators and flooding. There were also many birds 

in this quiet area and mallee ringnecks, firetails and an owlet nightjar amongst those seen. Early nancy 

and mat-rush were other plants in flower. 

 

On the way home we were treated to a beautiful sunset, particularly attractive across the salt pans at 

Lochiel. 

 

 

The Genus Cymbidium Swartz 1799  by Len Field 

Cymbidium is a genus of over 50 species, which grow in an area that spreads through Asia including 

Korea, Japan, China, Formosa, The Himalayas, The Philippines and to Indonesia, New Guinea and 

Australia where three species are found. 

 

The genetic name Cymbidium was named by Olaf Swartz a Swedish Botanist in 1799 and who named it 

either from the Latin Cymba or the Greek Cymbion meaning a boat and the Latin Idium (a diminutive 

suffix) and refers to a small hollow boat shaped recess found on the labellum of some species. 

 

They form from small to large clumps and grow mostly epiphytic with the stems on most species swollen 

into pseudo bulbs although not all. An example is the Australian species Cymbidium suave that does not 

have a pseudo bulb as such. Most species are easy to grow in temperate climates. 
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Cymbidium canaliculatum R. Brown 1810 

 

Named from the Latin Canaliculas. Meaning grooved. 

Common name Banana orchid. 

 

Synonyms. It has a number of synonyms but these are mainly colour variations, with one Cym. 

canaliculatum (R.Br) var. sparkesii Rendle 1909 valid up to recent times. This is a very widespread plant 

in its distribution ranging from the Hunter Valley in N.S.W. to Cape York North Queensland and across 

the Northern Territory into the Kimberley District of W.A., where in this huge growing area it can 

become locally common. This is a much tougher orchid than the other two Australian members of the 

genus and is found much further inland than most epiphytes and is one of only two epiphytes found in 

Western Australia. In its Southern area it is seldom found near the coast where as in the tropics it can 

grow on trees near the seaside. It has a preference for the drier sclerophyll forests and woodlands of the 

Western Slopes and plains of the great divide. I have seen this plant growing on the Breeza Plains where 

every tree was completely encircled by the growth of this plant and another area I found it growing in 

great profusion was in the Katherine area of the Northern Territory where these plants also reached a 

great size. 

 

One of its favourite hosts are old fence posts where it can sometimes be seen growing out of the top of 

one of these posts in the blazing sun where there would not be another thing standing for kilometres 

around, but here they will thrive, yet take it away and try to grow it under better conditions and it will 

quickly succumb. Also they like the old Eucalyptus where they can encircle the tree with bands of 

growth over one metre wide and these growths can grow into a densely packed mass with the old bulbs 

covered with new growth with an extensive root system which travel down the inner core of the host 

seeking nutrient and the insulation these roots need to protect them from the temperature extremes and 

keep the moisture loss down and like Cymbidium suave the rhizomes can follow the roots and emerge 

some distance away. 

 

The long stiff channel shaped leaves run the water (rainwater and dew are more than sufficient for the 

plant needs) down to the crowded egg shaped pseudo bulbs which store moisture and energy which then 

allows this plant to survive under these harsh arid conditions. From these pseudo bulbs long racemes that 

can be pendulous or upright and up to 500 mm long and crowded with up to sixty attractive fragrant 

flowers in colours ranging from green, brown, dull red to deep purple. The flowering period is from 

September to November. 

 

Culture This is a very difficult orchid to grow and poses big problems when trying to grow it along the 

coastal strip with the high humidity and higher rainfall. This orchid is used to the hot dry areas where it 

grows in year round sunshine so prolonged high humidity will cause the pseudo bulbs to rot away. The 

best way to grow it would be to follow nature and water only very rarely and allow plant to dry out after 

any water it receives. Do not disturb it after it has been potted. Smaller plants would be easier to 

acclimatise and grow successfully but would still need some protection from the high coastal humidity. 

A glass house with good air circulation would be an asset as plants quickly die in stagnant conditions and 

grow it in full sunlight if possible or at least with plenty of light. Potting mix should be an open coarse 

mix a bit on the alkaline side so some lime water dolomite added would be beneficial. This coarse mix 

should have ample drainage and when potting allow plenty of room for the extensive root system growth 

and as these roots need to be insulated from the temperature extremes try to keep them away from the 

sides if using plastic pots. A good hollow log or a drainage pipe would be a good choice for this plant, as 

they would provide a good insulation and room for growth of the vulnerable root system. Frosts can also 

cause problems 

 

Cymbidium canaliculatum (R.Br) var. sparkesii Rendle 1909 

 

This name is no longer valid as it is only a colour form of Cymbidium canaliculatum 

While this is no longer a variety I feel that it has a few features worth mentioning. This North 

Queensland form is called the black orchid as its flowers are such a deep maroon that appear to be almost 

black in indirect sunlight and as they are found nearer the coast in North Queensland where they are 
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subject to more humid conditions I feel that they would have a better chance for survival in our Southern 

Coastal areas than plants that come from the dry interior of our continent. 

 

Dockrillia nugentii (Bailey) 1902 M.A. Clements et 

D.L. Jones by Len Field 

 

Previously named Dendrobium linguiforme (Sw) variety nugentii 

Bailey 1902 

 

Named after L.J. Nugent the original collector and is found from the 

Burdekin River in N.E. Queensland to the Bloomfield River S.E. 

Cape York Peninsular where it prefers to be an epiphyte but will at 

times grow on rocks and is a very common orchid in its growing area. 

I have a very vivid recollection of one time while I was studying this 

orchid that was growing on some Casuarina trees in the Crater area of 

the Atherton Tablelands when I came almost face to face with a huge 

brown snake from which I beat a very hasty retreat and lost all 

interest in this orchid at that time. With green ants, brown snakes and 

stinging trees my wanderings in North Queensland have left me with 

some vivid and painful memories. Dockrillia nugentii is similar to 

Dockrillia linguiformis but has leaves that are more rounded, thicker, 

broader and rougher while the flowers are more crowded and full on 

a shorter pedicel. Flowers will also age more quickly. 

 

Culture is similar to Dockrillia linguiformis but may need more 

watering in the summer months. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dockrillia linguiformis (upper) and Dockrillia nugentii 

(lower)from Jones, David L. Native Orchids of Australia 

 

 

Dockrillia rigida ( R.Br) 1810 Rauschert 1983  by Len Field 

 

Name from the Latin Rigid(us) meaning unbending not pliable. Referring to plant habit. 

Other names Callista rigida (R.Br) Kuntze 1891 

 

First discovered by Banks and Carl Solander alongside the Endeavour River North Queensland during 

their botanical searches and was first described by Robert Brown in 1810 which makes this one of the 

earliest Australian orchids to be described. 

 

Found from the Russell River in S.E. Cape York up through the Cape into New Guinea. This plant is 

considered one of the interlopers that migrated to Australia possibly from New Guinea sometime in the 

distant past. In its growing range it prefers the coastal lowland strip where it can be found growing in a 

great variety of habitats which are mainly mangroves but also coastal forests, paper bark swamp, 

monsoon thickets and river banks where it can sometimes get completely immersed in their tidal rise It 

usually avoids rainforest but prefers the brighter conditions of the open forest and can be found on some 

of the offshore islands. Its growing range is from near sea level to 300 metres altitude. Preferring the 

coastal mangroves it can although rare be found growing on rock s (lithophyte) this is more so in New 

Guinea where it can be found in large clumps on rock faces, but is usually found elsewhere as a small 

growing plant. 
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This plant is a contradiction, for whilst most common and locally abundant in the coastal mangroves it 

can be found in the rainforest (rare), Melaleuca woodlands and open forests growing on iron-barks and 

other trees which have a rough bark growing in exposed positions. This perhaps explains why a plant 

from the tropics is extremely tolerant to our local growing conditions, and while it thrives on constant 

summer watering can be very drought resistant 

 

The plant is somewhat similar to Dockrillia puginiformis but does not reach the proportions of that 

species, the leaves also are similar but are thicker and fleshier with a rough surface. The stems are 

slender and numerous and grow erect when new. but as they grow they elongate and as the plant is 

weighed down by more and more leaves they become pendulous. Where the stems terminate in these 

leaves which are coloured greyish green and under strong light show a slight reddish tinge and are thick, 

fleshy unequal and can be almost cylindrical in shape. These leaves are produced from nodes on the side 

of the stem that on a large plant can reach up to 40cm long 

 

Flowers. The colourful flowers are 10 to 18 mm across the lateral sepals and, while they can open 

widely it is not usual for them to do so. Flowering can take place several times per year, but mostly in the 

spring. The flowers can last 10 to 14 days; this flowering is very spasmodic. In the tropics it can flower 

almost continuous but becomes more variable in the cooler climates. The racemes that are 2 to 5 cm long 

and appear from a bract at the base of the leaves carry 5 or 6 variable in size fragrant flowers which have 

a colourful labellum which can be red or orange striped and although rare be completely yellow or 

cream. The petals are less marked than the sepals. Plants from the Northern end of the Cape appear to 

have a deeper red colour and are larger, this may not always be so but is my own opinion from plants I 

observed growing in the mangroves around the Cairns and Cape Tribulation areas against plants from 

much further North. New Guinea plants appear to me to be larger and more colourful again. 

 

Culture. The usual way to grow this orchid is on a slab but if grown in a pot (rarely) it would need plenty 

of room to hang down and one would have to be careful to allow it to completely dry out between 

watering as it will not tolerate wet feet. 

 

A hardwood slab will give good results as this is usually long lasting and allows the wiry root system to 

attach itself to this medium. Treefern, cork, and gutter guard filled with coconut fibre plus other long 

lasting materials make good host. It should be hung up so that it will receive a good light intensity. When 

found in nature it is usually in a position to receive and be tolerant to a lot of bright sunshine This is one 

orchid that will not tolerate stagnant atmosphere so it should be placed in a position where it can receive 

good air movement. Water well in the Summer months but restrict this in the cooler months (mid 

Autumn to early Spring). In these months the plant should be occasionally damped down but allowed to 

dry out between these waterings. If grown in a glass house water no more than about twice a week during 

these months. 

 

In its growing period it should be fed well but not as much as the other hot growing Dockrillias. While it 

is easy to grow in a bush house in our more Southern areas. If your winter temperature falls below about 

8c degrees (around 12c minimum is best). Some protection against this cold would be advisable. 

 

To sum up: A good long lasting host material, A high light intensity, Good air movement, Water well in 

Summer less in cool months. Feed well but do not overdo it, do not allow it to become too cold. 

 

 

 

 

 

From DILBERT'S RULES OF ORDER 

 

I love deadlines. I especially like the whooshing sound they make as they go flying by. 

 

Accept that some days you are the pigeon and some days the statue. 


