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AUGUST MEETING 

Tuesday, 28 August, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington Meeting starts at 8.00pm Doors of 

the hall will be open from 7.15 pm. to allow Members access to the Library and Trading Table. 

Reg Shooter and Les Nesbitt will spend a few minutes talking about the Spring Show and how to prepare 

and present your orchids. Reg will then show some spectacular slides of award winning Australasian  

orchids. This promises to be a most interesting meeting. Bring lots of orchids all that you may have in 

flower as it is these that attract many of our Members to our meetings. Lets see if we can set a record for 

most plants benched at an August meeting. 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

1-15 September Yorke and Eyre Peninsula Field Trip - see inside Journal 

15-16 September NOSSA Spring Show - Note new venue!! 

22-23 September Ngarkat weekend - see inside Journal. 

24-28 September First International Orchid Conservation Congress, Perth, WA 

29 September Belair. Annual survey and weeding - see inside journal 

2003 16TH Australian Orchid Conference Adelaide, hosted by O.C.S.A. 

 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday 5 September at the home of Reg Shooter. Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

NEXT JUDGES MEETING 

There will be no Judges Meeting in September, as Judges will be involved with the Spring Show 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

The Native Orchid Society of South Australia takes great pleasure in welcoming John Lawson and Topa 

Petit as New Members. 
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JULY MEETING 

 

SPEAKER: The President said it was with pleasure that he introduced Dr. Joan Gibb and Danny Duval 

to speak about their work in the Coorong. Dr. Gibb teaches ecology at the University of S.A. She 

explained that she had been associated with a research project to return the area under study to its original 

biodiversity. She first became interested in the possibility of a study through wondering about the Koori 

people who grew orchid tubers the size of potatoes for eating. How did they do it; -through fire 

management. Since Dr. Gibb teaches fire ecology she wanted to find out how it could be done so, through 

a Natural History Trust Grant, the project began about three years ago. Their research area is in the 

Coorong National Park near Punkar Point. The geological structures of the Coorong range in age from 

dunes between 4,000 to 8,000 yrs old, to previous shorelines up to 125,000 yrs old. Most of the area has 

been influenced by farming practices until relatively recent times. However the impact of weed species is 

not as serious as could be expected. Cow Island is used as a reference area. The teams aim to restore all 

aspects of biodiversity and work in association with Greening Australia and the Indigenous people of the 

area. They have seen a variety of research projects done or commenced. These include G.I.S. mapping for 

monitoring, Emus as efficient collectors of seed and dispersal of such, Seed germination ecology and soil 

fungi. 

 

Danny Duval spoke about his project which is to examine the effect of soil fungi on seed germination on 

Dianella brevicaulis, Leucopogon parviflorus, Myoporum insulare and Billardiera cymosa. He is looking 

at the effect of Mycorrhizal fungi on seed germination. It is now believed that up to 80% of plants have an 

association with Mycorrhizal fungi. D. Duval's research has also looked at other fungi. Mycorrhizal fungi 

can't be cultivated. The spores can be collected and grown but it will not persist because of its true 

symbiotic relationships so seeds are inoculated. D. Duval has compared the infectivity of remnant 

vegetation with degraded areas. If the plants aren't in the latter areas, then maybe the fungus isn't either. 

He has taken soil from the remnant sites and soil from the degraded areas and grown plants in them in 

order to measure their infectivity. At this stage his research is still continuing.  Cathy Houston. 

 

 

Plants Benched 

Terrestrial Species: Acianthus fornicatus - Fingal Point NSW, Acianthus pusillus, Corybas 

diemenicus (x2), Corybas fimbriata - Mallacoota Vic, Corybas fimbriatus, 

Corybas incurvus, Chiloglottis truncata, Cyanicula deformis, Cyrtostylis robusta 

- Lucindale SA, Cyrtostylis robusta, Diuris paludosus, Diuris pardina - 

Strathfieldsay, Vic, Glossodia major, Pterostylis collina, Pterostylis concinna, 

Pterostylis concinna (yellow) Elham Vic., Pterostylis curta, Pterostylis curta- 

Mount Gambier SA, Pterostylis cynocephalus, Pterostylis incurvis, Pterostylis 

nana - Bigbush SA, Pterostylis nana, Pterostylis nutans - Wensleydale, 

Pterostylis pedunculata (x2), Pterostylis procera, Pterostylis reflexa, Pterostylis 

robusta, Pterostylis robusta -Belair, Pterostylis russellii, Pterostylis sanguinea 

(x2), Pterostylis stricta, Pterostylis taurus. 

 

Terrestrial Hybrids: Pterostylis Dusky Duke, Pterostylis Goblin, Pterostylis Joseph Arthur, Pterostylis 

Nodding Grace, Pterostylis Walpamur, 

 

Epiphyte Species: Dendrobium tetragonum, Dockrillia teretifolia 

 

Epiphyte Hybrids: Dendrobium Hilda Poxon 

 

Popular Voting 

Best Terrestrial: Corybas diemenicus grown by David Pettifor 

 

Best Epiphyte: Dockrillia teretifolia grown by Graham and Jan Burford 

 

Judges' Choices 

Best Epiphyte Species: 1st Dockrillia tertetifolia grown by Graham and Jan Burford 

2nd Dendrobium tetragonum grown by Les Nesbitt 

 

Best Epiphyte Hybrids: 1st Dendrobium Hilda Poxon grown by Reg and Jill Shooter 
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Best Terrestrial Species: 1st Corybas diemenicus grown by David Pettifor 

2
nd

 Pterostylis concinna 'Yellow' grown by David Pettifor 

3rd Pterostylis cycnocephala grown by Les Nesbitt 

 

Best Terrestrial Hybrids: lst Pterostylis Nodding Grace grown by Jan and Graham Burford 

2nd Pterostylis Walpamur grown by Malcolm Guy 

3rd Pterostylis Joseph Arthur grown by Jan and Graham Burford 

 

Judges' Plant of the Night Corybas diemenicus grown by David Pettifor 

 

Marjorie Chance provided the commentary for the epiphyte orchids, Les Nesbitt provided the 

commentary for the terrestrials. 

 

 

HOW ITS DONE  Reg Shooter 

Graham and Jan Burford exhibited an excellent specimen of Dockrillia teretifolia at the July meeting. 

Both the judges and the popular vote thought it was a winner. This is a species that has had a name change 

recently. It was previously known as Dendrobium teretifolium but along with many other 'Rats Tail' 

Dendrobiums has been placed in the Dockrillia genus. 

 

Its preferred natural habitat is on Casuarina trees adjacent to streams from central Queensland to 

SouthEastern NSW where it forms large plants that give an impressive display in July & August. The 

flowers are small, creamy white in colour, starry and produced en-masse in pendulous profusion giving 

rise to the common name of 'Bridal Veil' orchid, or the much less romantic one of 'Rats Tail' orchid 

referring to the terete leaves that resemble rats tails 

 

Graham & Jan grow their plant in a shade house with no solid sides under 50% shadecloth. It is hung high 

in a north facing house protected from the extreme sun by a garage wall. Graham says all his terete type 

plants are easy to grow giving little trouble from pests or diseases this one flowers regularly for them 

every year he modestly states the plant virtually grows itself providing it gets ample light and air 

movement. The terete leaved orchids prefer to be mounted rather than in a pot. Graham's plant is on a 

cork mount that had to be superimposed on to a larger piece of cork when it outgrew the original mount. It 

is watered about once a week in winter, less if it rains. In hot weather it requires daily watering usually in 

the morning. 

 

The orchid is fertilised about once a fortnight in the warmer months by dunking the whole plant in a tub of 

weak, quarter to half strength Thrive. It is not fertilised at all during the cooler winter months. 

 

Graham says he cannot take all the credit for producing such a lovely plant as he believes he has a 

particularly good clone that performs well every year. I think he is being modest, even good clones have to 

be cultured properly to come up to this standard. Congratulations to Graham & Jan on producing such a 

lovely orchid for us to view. 

 

Unlike the epiphytic section the terrestrial section was very well patronised with many fine pots of several 

different species. The stand out exhibit was a 180mm pot containing 25 flowers of Corybas diemenicus 

benched by David Pettifor. The label in the pot said it was Corybas dilatatus. Like so many of our native 

orchids this one has had a name change. It used to be Corybas dilatata it is now C. diemenicus. What was 

C. diemenicus is now submerged into the species C. incurvus. The result of all this is we now have two 

species instead of three, C. diemenicus & C. incurvus. 

 

All this is rather academic the fact remains the pot exhibited by David was a joy to behold. The leaves and 

the 25 flowers were in tip-top condition and the judges were asked to judge it for an Award of Cultural 

Commendation. This award is given to the grower rather than the plant in recognition of cultural skills. 

All aspects of culture are taken into consideration for this type of award, not just the flowers. The majority 

of judges were in favour of the award for this excellently grown potful and a point score of 77 out of a 

possible 100 was given. Congratulations David. 

 

Corybas diemenicus was originally described from Tasmania (the specific epithet referring to Van 

Diemans Land). Commonly called the Stately Helmet Orchid or the Toothed Helmet Orchid. It is 

also found in Southern NSW, Vic, & South Australia almost always in shady, moist protected areas. In 
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Australia they seem to prefer sheltering under Xanthorrhoea species (Grass trees) They are colony 

forming and in ideal conditions form quite large colonies. 

 

David being aware of this grows his Corybas in a shadehouse with a covering of 2 layers of 70% 

shadecloth on the roof and sides. The ends of the house are also screened to prevent north-east wind 

damage to which Corybas are susceptible. He uses a commercial potting soil mix to which he adds 5mm 

gravel and a little blood and bone. The plants are only watered by rainfall, extra watering not being 

required due to the protection of the heavy shading. No fertiliser is given, the blood and bone added to the 

potting medium is sufficient. 

 

 

2001 SPRING SHOW - 15 and 16 September 

Our Annual Show is just under a month away. Set up will be from 1:30 pm to 7:00 on Friday 14 th 

September at St Bernadettes Church Hall 1157-1165 South Rd St Mary's. Judging will commence at 

8.00 am on Saturday 15th September. The Show will open to the general public from 10.00 am on 

Saturday 15th September. Volunteers are needed to assist throughout Saturday and Sunday, and to set up. 

 

All plants will be eligible for judging; -no nomination forms will be required. If you do NOT want your 

plant judged or you have not owned and grown the plant for more than 6 months, please attach a label to 

the plant showing NFE (not for judging). Judging will commence at 8:00 am Saturday 16 th. Only judges 

and scribes will be allowed in the hall while judging takes place. The show will be open to the public at 

12 noon. Volunteers are needed to assist both days of the Show, and to set up and take down. 

 

First and second prize cards will be awarded to the winners. The champion hybrid (terrestrial or epiphyte) 

will be eligible for the Ira Butler Trophy. The champion species will be eligible to compete for the Bill 

Murdoch Trophy. Any plant the judging panel considers is of award quality may be judged for a NOSSA 

award. All exhibits must have a label attached to each plant showing name of orchid and your exhibitor's 

number. If you do not know your number, see me at the August meeting or on put in day at the show. 

 

Copies of the Show Schedule and Conditions are included in this Journal; - please read them carefully. 

Any queries regarding judging matters please see Reg Shooter. Plants are needed for the trading table. 

Please see Bill Dear if you have orchids that you would like to sell. 

 

INVITATION: OCSA invites NOSSA Members to a preview of their display at the Royal Show on 

Thursday evening, 30 August, in Centennial Hall (at the Show Grounds) from 7:30pm to about 9:00pm. 

This is a great opportunity to view what will prove to be an exceptional display of orchids (and at no cost) 

as part of OCSA's Royal Show Presentations evening. Entry to the grounds for the night is off Rose 

Terrace. 

 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION - NOSSA NEWS 

 

Trading Table. Items are needed for the trading table. Items don't have to be orchids. This is a good 

way for you to earn some funds while helping to support the Society 

 

Two Somethings New for Trial!! 

1) A table will be set up beginning the August General Meeting for Novices to display their orchids. 

Anyone with less than two years growing experience is invited to display his or her plants on this table. 

2) We will trial what will be referred to as Plant of the Month, where all Members are encouraged to 

bring in Journal nominated plants be they in flower or not. This months nominations are Pterostylis curta 

(terrestrial) and Dendrobium gracilicaule (epiphyte). If you have either or both of these plants bring 

it/them to the August meeting. 

 

A NOTE ON ALLOCASUARINA (CASUARINA) Cathy Houston 

It is apparently a widespread practice to use Casuarina sp. needles as a suitable topping for pots of 

terrestrial orchids in cultivation. Growers will tell us there are several functions that they serve. However, 

on a recent Gardening Australia program shown on Channel 2 these same Casuarina needles were boiled 

up into a "potion" and used as an anti-fungicide! Since most of our terrestrial orchids have a symbiotic 

relationship with fungus, are we being counter productive by spreading these needles on the top of pots? 
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FIELD TRIPS FOR SEPTEMBER 

Sept 1-15 Yorke and Eyre Peninsular trip. Please contact Thelma Bridle for details of 

daily meeting times and places. 

Sept 1 Williamstown, car park by river at loam. 

Sept 2 Port Wakefield at information board at loam. Melbourne 

Sept 8 and 9 Big Galah opp silos, Eyre Highway at 9am. 

Sept 22-23 Ngarkat weekend. 4WD only. Please contact 

Thelma if you have transport difficulties. Meet just 

outside Tintinara as shown on map at l0am on Sat.  

Bring everything you need for the weekend, 

including water. 

 

Sept 29 Belair. Annual survey and weeding. Meet at the 

main entrance to the park at loam. 

Oct 1 Aldinga Scrub - Calochilus special. Meet at park entrance on the corner of 

Fraser and Dover Street at 2 pm 

 

 

Letter from Peter Lewis - Belair National Park Management Plan 

I was in the Environment Shop 77 Grenfell St this week and picked up a copy of the above Belair Draft 

Plan. NPWSA are churning out Management plans almost weekly for the more well known parks. I was 

concerned to see that the Department proposes to open three horse trails which will give horseriders access 

to lots of areas to the detriment of the Native Orchids. I thought I should warn you as I do not know 

whether NOSSA is aware of this Plan. Comments must be in by the 7th September. 

 

Lets do it!! Writing a letter is a very positive way to assist in protecting native orchids in South Australia. 

Your letter will have a surprisingly significant impact on the final decision making process. -Ed. 

 

 

FIELD TRIP REPORT - 21/22 JULY 2001 CORYBAS SPECIAL  by Thelma Bridle 

Jenkin's Scrub, now to be known as Little Crawford, is a small section of Mount Crawford forest retained 

as native bushland in its natural state. Drooping sheoak and pink gum mix with manna gum and long- 

leaved box woodlands. Swamp wattle, blackwood and river red gums line the creek. There are many 

shrubs on the sandy loam soil, dominated by banksia, grass trees, tea trees and native hops. 

 

As we set off on the Nature Trail, we disturbed a family group of about 12 white-winged choughs, who 

left with a cacophony of calls. There were leaves found for a number of spring-flowering orchids. A few 

Pterostylis nana were in flower with many more in bud. Corybas dilatatus were quite numerous near the 

creek, again, a number of these were still in bud, but there were some excellent flowers to be found 

amongst the leaf and bark litter from the eucalypts. Our attention was distracted from orchids as we 

continued along the track. Many Wurmbea choicerin various shades from deep pink to white were found, 

with markings from orange through pinks to blue and purple. At the summit, Pterostylis biseta and P. 

excelsa rosettes were recorded and a few P. sanguinea in flower. On the higher ground many C. incurvus 

plants were found just coming into flower. The local kookaburras found the sight of photographers lying 

flat to photograph these tiny flowers just hilarious. Hopefully, I have some evidence to prove them correct. 

There were many rock ferns and Drosera whittackeri through the area - always a good sign for those 

searching for orchids. Several interesting fungi were photographed. Progressing back towards the cars for 

lunch we disturbed the none-too-pleased choughs again and also 3 kangaroos. 

 

The afternoon was spent at Cromer Conservation Park. This small park with long-leaved box and pink 

gums also retains the original vegetation of the area. It is a park noted for its abundant birdlife, but we 

found it excellent for orchids. Kangaroos and possums were obviously prevalent in the park. Gold-mining 

occurred in the area many years ago and unmarked shafts required careful walking. There were large 

colonies of both Corybas species seen earlier. Some of the C. incurvus had bronzy-green hoods, whilst 

others were so pale as to be almost transparent. There were Thelymitra leaves of several different species. 

Leptoceras menziesii were prolific, some with buds forming in the axils. There were a number of 
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Pterostylis smaragdyna clumps, mainly in the shelter of yacca groupings and a collection of P. robusta 

flowering under multi-trunked eucalypts, which must have been harvested for firewood in the past. Also at 

the base of these trees were creamy white Pleurotus nidiformis fungi, with browny-mauve caps. These 

large fungi glow in the dark and are poisonous. A white-flowered form of Astroloma conostephioides was 

found amongst the usual red-flowered flame heaths. 

 

A Sunday trip to the private block at Macclesfield, visited last July, completed our Corybas weekend. Our 

arrival was a little delayed as we arrived at Macclesfield to find their monthly market in full swing, and we 

couldn't resist looking for a few bargains - plants, books and homemade biscuits for morning tea. 

Unfortunately we only found 9 flowers of the lime-green C. dilatatus (last year 65 flowers were counted). 

There were many, large, red-flowered red C. dilatatus, some with very attractive with pale, translucent 

hoods. Pterostylis nutans flowers were numerous as we ascended the hill and other Pterostylis sp. rosettes 

were growing amongst the moss and ferns. Leptoceras menziesii were in huge numbers (of leaves) and the 

patch of very large Pyrorchis nigricans leaves had no buds this year. We returned to the cars across a 

paddock with a magnificent male golden whistler darting backwards and forwards in front of us. Whilst 

sitting having a rather late morning tea (and biscuits) we were pelted with eucalypt flowers by the rosellas 

playing above us in the trees. 

 

Orchids seen over the weekend: b(bud), f (flower), 1 (leaves) 

Jenkins Scrub Cromer CP Macclesfield 

Acianthus caudatus b b 

A. pusillus f f 

Caladenia leptochila 1 1 1 

C. tentaculata 1 1 1 

Corybas dilatatus f f f 

C. incurvus f f 

Cyrtostylis reniformis 1 1 

Diuris sp. 1 

Eriochilus cucullatus 1 1 1 

Glossodia major 1 1 1 

Leptoceras menziesii 1 1 

Microtis arenaria 1 

M. sp. 1 

Prasophyllum elatum 1 

Pterostylis biseta 1 

P. excelsa 1 

P. nana f f f 

P. nutans f f 

P. pedunculata 1 

P. robusta f 

P. sanguinea f f 

P. smaragdyna f f 

Pyrorchis nigricans 1 

Thelymitra nuda 1 1 1 

T. pauciflora 1 1 1 

 

South Australian Women Orchidologists and Orchid Painters 

Number 2 in the series: Rosa Fiveash  by Bob Bates & Bronwyn (July 2001) 

"Rosa Catherine Fiveash was one of the foremost botanical artists of her era..." (1) She was born in 

Adelaide on July 22 1854 to Margaret and Robert Archibald Fiveash who had arrived in Adelaide in 

1839, and died at her home in North Adelaide on February 13th 1938. She was the youngest of a family 

of six. 

 

She studied under H. P. Gill at the Adelaide School of Design in the 1870's where she began to specialize 

in Australian Plants. Her abilities were recognized by J. E. Brown who commissioned her to illustrate his 

book Forest Flora of South Australia in 1882. She met orchidologist Dr R. S. Rogers about the turn of the 

century and began to do illustrations for his series on South Australian orchids in the monthly Children's 

Hour. She did further work for his two books on our orchids in 1909 and 1911. Rogers wrote "beautiful 

paintings executed by Miss Rosa Fiveash from the fresh plants under the author's supervision. " 
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From then on Dr Rogers often walked over to her home with his latest discoveries or with orchids sent to 

him from interstate, for her to paint. It was not until 1974 that a book solely devoted to her orchid 

paintings was published, with text by NOSSA patron Noel Lothian, who was then Director of the Adelaide 

Botanic Gardens. 

 

Most of her work is very accurate and indicates a high level of botanical understanding but obviously 

Rogers did not supervise all her paintings as some are quite stylised and clearly show that she was an 

orchid painter but not an orchidologist as she mixes leaves and flowers of different species, and some 

flowers are difficult to recognize, ie her paintings of Caladenia latifolia and Elythranthera emarginata. 

 

It is fun to look at the names associated with our orchids in the 1970's as many of them have changed, but 

I'll let you work out which ones. Some of the species were wrongly identified at the time ie each time 

Caladenia rigida appears it is labelled as C. patersonii. 

 

There are no surprises in the book ie no species unknown to us today. Most of the plants illustrated were 

those of the Adelaide Plains and foothills and it was exciting to see Caladenia behrii, C. argocalla and 

C. concolor and to think that they could be seen on a casual walk into the Hills. Unfortunately most of the 

specimens used in her illustrations do not seem to have survived, nor do her paintings indicate exactly 

where the plants came from. Most of her paintings are now at the Adelaide Botanic Gardens and State 

Library. 

 

Miss Fiveash apparently never married. 

 

Still to come: Mary Hindmarsh, Matilda Wilson, Alison Ashby, Jean Rogers, Kath Alcock. 

 

References: 

Rosa Fiveash Australian Orchid Paintings N. Lothian 1974 

An Introduction to the study of South Australian Orchids R. S. Rogers 1909 

South Australian Biographies Vol 2 1988 

 

 

INSECTS AND OTHER INVERTEBRATES IN THE EPIPHYTIC POTTING MIX 

 David Hirst 

Many insects or other invertebrates are casual visitors to potted orchids. Some may remain as permanent 

residents and these are discussed here. 

 

Slaters and cockroaches are often found living amongst roots and wood-chips in orchid pots. Most 

cockroaches feed on detritus amongst leaf-litter, some possess gut protozoa that break down cellulose in 

the rotting logs they live in. Slaters are crustaceans but have similar feeding requirements with cellulose 

digestion aided by bacteria in the hindgut. They feed on any decaying vegetable or animal matter, algae, 

fungi, moss or bark. 

 

Slaters and cockroaches break down the bark at a faster rate and are more than likely beneficial in 

providing nutrients for the plant. While they likely also feed on roots of the plant it is probable that 

healthy roots would be unaffected. 

 

Earwigs on the other hand can be more destructive. They are generally omnivorous and will also eat other 

dead or even living insects. Mostly they feed on decaying plant matter but do also eat living material and 

so can damage healthy roots. The species we see most commonly is introduced from Europe. As they are 

partial to flowers they can be a problem when in large numbers. Completely immersing the pot or 

mounted specimen in a bucket of water for 10 minutes or so drives the earwigs out of the bark and then 

they can be picked up and disposed of (they are completely harmless despite the large forceps-like pincers 

at the back). 

 

Millipedes (Myriapods) are herbivorous feeding mostly on decomposing vegetation but ever picked a 

juicy red strawberry only to find a large cavity beneath with a fat millipede curled up in it? Millipedes can 

be disposed of quickly by simply pinching them between your fingernails. 
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Slugs (Gastropods) can be more difficult to eradicate as they will live happily deep in the potting material 

away from snail-pellets, tolerate long periods of immersion in water and in summer are able to withstand a 

water loss of up to 80% of their body weight. I have a few pots of Cymbidiums and every year I have 

problems with slugs emerging to feed on the young flower buds (they must have a good sense of smell). 

Regular night-time inspections seem to be the only way to control slugs effectively. 

 

 

Cymbidium madidum Lindley 1839  Len Field 

Named from the Latin Madidus (Meaning becoming moist 

 

Synonyms. It has had several names over the years with the most common being Cymbidium iridifolium 

Cunn. 1839 and Cymbidium madidum (Ldl) var. leroyi St Cloud 1955 

 

First found on trees along the Brisbane River in 1828 but ranges in an area from the tip of Cape York in 

North Queensland down to the Hastings River in Northern New South Wales where in this area it can 

become locally very common favouring the more moist areas such as wet rainforest or mangrove swamps 

but can at times also be found in moist open forests. 

 

Although it can be found up to an altitude of 1200 metres it prefers the low coastal areas where it can be 

found as an epiphyte, lithophyte or occasionally can be found growing as a terrestrial in the leaf litter on 

sandy coastal ground and where it grows in this high rainfall environment it reaches gigantic sizes and can 

become too heavy for its host tree or rock face and come crashing to the ground where it will sometimes 

continue to grow as a terrestrial on the forest floor. 

 

A large bulky robust erect plant that has large strap like green leaves growing from big long egg shaped 

pseudo bulbs. These pseudo bulbs have long pendulous racemes up to 600 mm in length with about sixty 

wide spaced sweet smelling blooms about 50 mm in diameter that can be coloured greenish brown to olive 

green. 

 

Flowering period is from November through to January with the northern form the last to flower. 

 

 

Cymbidium madidum Lindley var. leroyi St Cloud 1955  Len Field 

Named after the original collector Claude leroy. 

 

Although this is now only a synonym of the type form it does have some significant differences from the 

type form, these being the shape of the labellum and the major difference being the colour of the flowers 

which are an olive green with no brown colouring also the flowering period is a bit later. 

 

It is confined to N. E. Queensland where it likes to grow on paper barks. I have found this orchid very 

common in this Northern area of Queensland both in the higher altitudes of the Atherton Tablelands and 

around the Coastal Cape Tribulation areas where in these areas, it reaches a truly gigantic size of over two 

metres across, in the lowlands it favours the paper barks but in the higher altitudes it did not seem to mind 

what sort of host tree it grows on. I once found an area in Eastern Queensland where the three Cymbidiums 

were growing within one kilometre of each other. This would be very unusual considering the vastly 

different living styles of the three. 

 

Culture. This would be by far the easiest of the three Cymbidiums to grow and should provide little 

difficulty for growers here on the coastal area. In nature I have noticed it likes to grow in the Staghom fern 

(Platycerium superbum ) and as I have several of these ferns growing at home I placed a couple of these 

orchids in them and have been astonished at the rapid growth of these plants. They are fast growers 

although they do slow down a bit when introduced into the more Southern latitudes. This slowing down of 

the growth rate allows the plant to become more cold tolerant. They take well to pot or basket culture and 

for potting they would need a coarse Cymbidium mixture with good drainage and given a little more 

shade than most other Cymbidiums (a good indirect light would be best ) and a good air movement in a 

cool humid environment. They should be kept moist in summer and a little drier in winter. If you are 

interested in growing Native Australian Cymbidiums this is the one to grow 
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SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
 

1. Entries of exhibits are free and open to all Societies and their members. Registrations for the display sections must 

be arranged with the Show Marshall before set up day. 

2. Set up day will be Friday 14th September 2001 between 2.00pm and 8.30pm. in St Bernadettes Church Hall 1157- 

1165 South Rd St Mary's. Judging will commence at 8.00 am on Saturday 15th September. The Show 

will open to the general public from 10.00 am on Saturday 15th September. 

3. All sections and classes cover Australasian Native Orchids only. Australasian means the Commonwealth of 

Australia and Territories, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Fiji, New Caledonia, Irian Jaya, Timor, Solomon 

Islands and Vanuatu. 

4. Plants competing for prizes shall have been owned and in the possession of the exhibitor for the preceding six (6) 

months. This does not apply to ferns and foliage. 

5. Plants exhibited in displays will be eligible for prize cards. 

6. All entries exhibited in classes 101 - 401 are eligible for Champion Prizes. 

7. Nominations are not required. To be eligible for prizes, plants must have a label attached showing the plant name 

and exhibitors number and be exhibited by the time judging commences. Plants not eligible must show NFJ on 

label. 

8. There is no restriction on the number of separate entries by an exhibitor in any one class or classes. Entries in joint 

names will be accepted. 

9. ANOS Judging Standards apply. Judges decisions shall be final and binding. 

10. No prize shall be given if in the opinion of the judges a prize is not warranted. 

11. Exhibits must not be removed from the display before the termination of the show, unless exceptional 

circumstances are involved and then only with the approval of the Show Marshall. 

12. NOSSA will not be held responsible for any loss, destruction or damage to plants or other items on display and 

no exhibitor and/or seller of plants or other items shall have any claim against the Society or Show Officials. 

13. Definition of a seedling. A seedling shall mean the complete plant grown from seed, (not a mericlone) flowering 

for the first time. The status of a seedling shall be retained throughout the flowering season in which it first 

flowers. 

14. Australian Dendrobium species* included in: 

a) Dendrobium section Dendrocoryne are: (adae, aemulum, falcorostrum, fleckeri, jonesii, sp. aff. jonesii 

(ruppianum), kingianum, gracilicaule macropus), moorii, speciosum complex, tetragonum complex. 

b) Dendrobium section Monophyllaea are: carrii, monophyllum and schneiderae. 

c) Dendrobium section Phalaenanthe are: affine and bigibbum. 

d) Dendrobium section Spatulata are: antennatum, carronii, canaliculatum complex, discolour, johannis, 

mirbelianum, nindii and trilamellatum. 

e) Dockrilla section are: bowmanii, calamiforme, cucumerinum, fairfaxii, sp. aff. fairfaxii, (teretifolium complex), 

linguiforme, lichenastrum, mortii, (tenuissimum), prenticei, pugioniforme, rigidum, racemosum, striolatum, 

shoeninum (becklerii), torresae, teretifolium and wassellii.) 

f)Hybrids benched in classes 201-205 may include Monophyllaea in their parentage. 

15. The staging of exhibits in all classes shall be entirely under the control and direction of the Show Marshall or his 

deputy. 

16. The Society reserves the exclusive rights to photograph for its own purposes any exhibits in the show. 

17. Water must not be used in any display. Early morning misting may be allowed under the authority of the Show 

Marshall. 

18. The Show Marshall or his deputy reserve the right to reject, remove or rearrange any exhibit. 

19. Exhibitors may use ferns and/or other foliage to embellish exhibits. Such plants will not be taken into 

consideration when judging except for decorative effect in display classes. 

20. No flowers or fruit other than orchids may be used in any display. 

21. When displays are being judged for arrangement and display, recognition will be given to displays which are un- 

cluttered and plants are spaced to best advantage. As a guide approximately 20% of the floor area should be open 

to allow access by judges. 

22. In the Floral Art Classes, Australasian native orchids and plant material must be used in all classes. Any 

Australasian embellishment may be used. There are no ownership restrictions. 

23. Staging must be completed for the Floral Art sections by 10.00am on Saturday 15th September 2001 24. 

Major prizes and trophies will be presented to winners at the monthly meeting on Tuesday 23th October 2001. 

25. The Show will close at 4.45 pm on Sunday 16th September 2001 and all plants are to be removed by 6.30 pm. 

 

* It is the policy of NOSSA to neither accept nor reject the proposed name changes discussed in 

Australian Orchid Research Vol. 1(1989), Vol. 2 (1991) and Vol.3 (1998). 
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