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NEXT MEETING 22 OCTOBER 2002 

 

Tuesday, 22 October, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. Meeting starts 

at 8:00 p.m. Doors to the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members access 

to the Library and Trading Table. There should still be lots of orchids flowering so 

bring these in to fill the display table. This will be a slide evening. 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

24 November George Abell: Sarcochilus special shade house visit 

26 November Annual Auction and Christmas Supper 

1 December Annual Christmas BBQ 

18-21 Sept. 2003 16
th
  Australian Orchid Council Conference Adelaide. 

 

 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday 30th Oct. at the home of David & Rosemary Hirst. Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 
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SEPTEMBER MEETING - Plants Benched 

 

Terrestrial Species:; Glossodia major; Caladenia speciosa; Caladenia tentaculata; 

Pterostylis pedunculata. 

Terrestrial Hybrids: Diuris Earwig; Pterostylis Jack Warcup; Pterostylis Joseph Arthur; 

Pterostylis Walpamur x baptistii. 

Epiphyte Species: Dendrobium canaliculatum; Den. falcorostrum; Den. gracilicaule; 

Den. kingianum (2 plants); Den. mortii; Den. speciosum (2 plants); Den. tetragonum (2 

plants); Dockrillia pugioniforme; Sarcochilus falcatus (2 plants). 

Epiphyte Hybrids: Dendrobium Amber Banks (2 plants); Den. Aussie Hero; Den. Aussie 

Springtime x Ellen; Den. Brinawa Charm; Den. x delicatum; Den. Elegant Heart; Den. 

Elegant Heart x Zip; Den. Emma; Den. Gillian Leaney; Den. Gillian Leaney x Zip; Den. 

Gillieston Gem x kingianum; Den. Victorian Darlington x Aussie Bonanza; Den. Hilda 

Poxon x Zip; Den. King Wong; Den. Northmead x Zip; Den. Rutherford Surprise; Den. 

Suzanne x (Zip x Aussie Quest); Den. Zip x King Wong 

 

Judging results 

Terrestrial Species 

1
st
  Glossodia major grown by David Pettifor 

2
nd

  Caladenia tentaculata grown by David Pettifor 

3
rd

 Pterostylis pedunculata grown by Les Nesbitt 

Terrestrial Hybrids 

1
st
  Pterostylis Joseph Arthur grown by David Pettifor 

2
nd

 Pterostylis Jack Warcup grown by Les Nesbitt 

3
rd

  Pterostylis Walpamur x baptistii grown by Kevin Western 

 

Epiphyte Species 

1
st
  Dendrobium falcorostrum grown by Russell Job & Edda Viskic 

2
nd

  Dendrobium speciosum 'Windermere' grown by Les Burgess 

3
rd

  Dendrobium speciosum grown by J & W Thompson 

Epiphyte Hybrids 

1
st
 Dendrobium Emma grown by Les Burgess 

2
nd

  Dendrobium Amber Banks grown by Brendan Killen 

3
rd

  Dendrobium Gillieston Gem x kingianum grown by Brendan Killen 

Plant of the Night 

Dendrobium falcorostrum grown by Russell Job & Edda Viskic 

 

Popular Vote Results 

Epiphyte Species: Dendrobium falcorostrum grown by Russell Job & Edda Viskic 

Epiphyte Hybrid: Dendrobium Elegant Heart x Zip grown by Brendan Killen 

Terrestrial Species: Caladenia speciosa grown by David Pettifor 

Terrestrial Hybrid: Diuris Earwig grown by Les Nesbitt 

 

Commentary on Epiphytes by Les Burgess 

Commentary on Terrestrials by Les Nesbitt 

 

Judging Classes: Next Judges meeting: Saturday 2nd November. 
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SEPTEMBER SPEAKER 

Kevin Western, one of NOSSA's past presidents was the conservation oriented 

speaker at the September meeting outlining what can be done to grow seed in 

flasks. These can then be released in the wild when cultivated numbers build up, 

especially where the mycorrhizal fungi are already well established. He has been 

successfully germinating seeds from Victoria and West Australia and returning 

plants ready for release. Kevin said that there were several hobby growers who 

were experimenting with release plots of endangered species. Edda Viskic 

[Kevin's talk will be printed in the November Journal - Ed.] 

 

 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION - NOSSA NEWS 

 

FIELD TRIPS FOR NOVEMBER 

No field trips are planned for November. The Melrose weekend 16-17/11/02 is 

postponed due to the dryness of the area and the consequent unlikelihood of 

finding orchids in flower at this time. 

 

ANNUAL AUCTION, XMAS SUPPER & RAFFLE 

November 22
nd

  

is the final meeting for 2002 and the Annual Auction. Now is 

the time for thought and preparation of the plants, books and other items that 

can be donated to the raffle, the society's fund-raiser. The Auction will be 

followed by the Christmas Raffle draw and supper. 

Members can bring their donations for the raffle to the October meeting. 

Tickets are still available at one dollar each. 

 

Pascal Pernot who was to talk about Parisian Orchids at the October meeting has, 

due to unfortunate circumstances, had to cancel his tour of Australia. 

 

LIBRARY BOOKS 

Please note that the borrowing of library books is for one month only. Those who 

have had books out for longer please endeavour to return them so others can 

borrow them. 

 

FOR SALE 

ORCHIDS OF AUSTRALIA by W.H. Nicholls $300.00 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

New members Louise Hann, Paul Pierce, and Alan Braggs are warmly welcomed 

by NOSSA members and the committee. 

 

"Intrigue in an endangered sexually deceptive orchid" is the title of a talk Dr. 

S. TOPA PETIT is giving at Mawson Lakes campus of the University of South 

Australia on November 21
st
  at 6:30pm. All welcome. 
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TUBER BANK - 2002-2003 

We again appeal to all terrestrial growers to check their pots and assess what 

excess tubers they may have. Please consider donating these to our NOSSA 

tuber bank as we would like a record number of species this year. Any numbers 

large or small will be welcome. 

Please advise Malcolm at 15 Naomi Tc., Pasadena or Phone 8276 7350 by Nov. 

26th. The final list with order form will be published in the December journal. 

Thank you in anticipation     M.J. Guy 

 

If you know of any orchids about to be destroyed by road widening or house 

building please consider rescuing them for the tuber bank or let a committee 

member know. 

 

 

ANNUAL SPRING SHOW 2002 REPORT 

 

For those who followed my map in the September journal, my apologies, but it 

seems there was a frantic last minute change of venue due to the state of 

Centennial Hall which had not been cleaned after the Royal Show. [Ed.] 

 

Here is a report on the spring show by Reg Shooter 

 

The venue for this years NOSSA show was in the Wayville Hall at Royal 

Showgrounds. It was held in conjunction with the Society for Growing Australian 

Plants over the weekend 21st & 22nd September. This gave us access to a 

huge visiting audience 

The exhibits were benched on Friday and members responded magnificently 

putting on a very colourful display. Judging commenced at 8am Saturday and it 

was hoped to have it completed by 10am when the show opened. Everything 

was proceeding nicely and we thought we would make it but with just the 

champion classes to judge the floodgates opened and within a few minutes we 

were inundated by the public. They attacked the sales area like locusts and 

within a couple of hours the sales benches were looking bare and the helpers, 

led by Bill our hardworking President, were looking shell-shocked. Calls had to 

be made for further supplies as we still had another day to go. Our members 

once again came to the rescue and it was all repeated the next day. Thanks to 

all those that helped in the sales and show area providing security. Due to them 

our bank balance will look a bit healthier. 

The show was made up of some floor displays & some tabletops. The judges 

were given quite a workout as the overall standard was excellent making it a joy 

to judge. The Grand Champion of the show was won by John & Bev Gay, who 

travel from Murray Bridge to exhibit, with a lovely specimen plant of Dendrobium 

Hilda Poxon. Hilda Poxon is a crossing of D. tetragonum with D. speciosum both 

these species are very variable and it depends on parents used as to the 

resulting progeny. In this result it appears the smaller flowered tetragonum var. 

tetragonum was used as the plant was literally covered in small clear yellow 

flowers with faint magenta spotting carried on 22 inflorescences with a total of 

about 500 flowers. This also won the Champion Epiphyte and the Ira Butler 

nomination. Well done John and Bev. 

The Champion Species was Dendrobium tetragonum var. tetragonum exhibited 

by Judy Penney. This was quite a large plant cleverly mounted through an 

enlarged drainage hole in the bottom of a plastic pot enabling the roots to be in 
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the growing medium but maintaining the pendulous habit it prefers. There were 

35 pseudobulbs, 25 of them carrying smallish yellow flowers with rust red 

extremities to the segments giving an overall appearance of a flight of small 

birds. This species was nominated for the Bill Murdoch award. Congratulations 

Judy. 

There were not many terrestrials to judge as Les Nesbitt declared his delightful 

exhibit not for competition. One that we did look at very closely was Caladenia 

patersonii grown by Bill Dear. It was narrowly defeated by the Dendrobium 

tetragonum for the champion species. A tall plant carrying two large typical 

'spider' type caladenia flowers in pristine condition. Another which caught the 

judges eye was Pterostylis baptistii shown by Malcolm Guy. This is the largest of 

the 'Greenhoods' and the one shown was an excellent example. David Pettifor 

and Bill Dear had an attractive display of a number of species exhibited in a 

facsimile of a sandy tract of bushland. It was interesting to note there was not 

one terrestrial hybrid benched for judging. I cannot remember a show that did 

not have at least one on show. 

The displays were judged in two categories, one for tabletop and one for floor 

display. The points allocated were quite close but the resulting winners were 

Noel Oliver for the tabletop with a display of a large, colourful number of 

epiphytes. Bub & Don Wells won best floor display with a show that cascaded 

from a table to the floor giving the effect of a waterfall of colour with a mixture of 

terrestrials and epiphytes. Congratulations to those two members. 

Not everyone can win at a show but it is thanks to all those non winners that 

make the overall effect which so interests and delights the visitors. Thank you to 

everyone who contributed to the success of this show. 

 

 

 

HOW ITS DONE Reg Shooter 

 

The plants benched at the September meeting exceeded my expectations. I 

thought that so soon after the show there would be few plants benched so I only 

put out two benches to receive them. Eventually this had to be increased to four. 

Even then they were a bit crowded. There were 32 epiphytes and about the 

same terrestrials. 

 

The epiphyte that caught both the judges eye and the popular vote was a large 

plant of Dendrobium falcorostrum grown by Russell Job & Edda Viskic. This is 

not an easy orchid to grow in Adelaide as it dislikes hot dry weather. Russell & 

Edda living high up in the Mount Lofty Ranges can probably give it as good 

conditions as anywhere in South Australia. Den. falcorostrum in its natural 

habitat grows high on large trees, preferring Nothofagus Beech, (often being 

referred to as "The Beech Orchid"). It is restricted to quite a small area of the 

McPherson Ranges in south-eastern Queensland where they sometimes 

completely cover the branches of the host tree and experience temperatures 

down to freezing. The flowers are crystalline white and highly perfumed. In the 

forest areas when they are in bloom on warm days the scent can be detected 

over long distances. 

 

To cultivate this species successfully they require cool humid conditions with lots 

of air movement and ample watering when in active growth. Not the easiest of 

conditions to provide on the Adelaide Plains with the hot, dry northerlies we 

experience in the summer months. However it is such a beautiful species it is 

worth giving it a try. The very basics would be a cool, shady (70%) humid 

shadehouse with extra attention during the hot months of the year with plenty of 
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water and moderate amounts of fertiliser from late spring to early autumn. Ask 

Russell or Edda how they do it!! 

Den. falcorostrum has been used extensively in hybridising producing such 

progeny as Den. Bardo Rose, Andrew-Persson, King Falcon, Kingrose etc. 

Almost all of them inheriting the perfume and crystalline substance of 

falcorostrum. The hybrids are much easier to cultivate than the species and we 

see many of them on the benches. Thank you for giving us the opportunity to 

see this lovely orchid. 

The terrestrial bench displayed many different genera. With David Pettifor 

winning best species with a lovely pot of the purple Glossodia major, the best 

overall terrestrial was Pterostylis Joseph Arthur and popular vote for Caladenia 

speciosa. Well done David. 

Pterostylis Joseph Arthur is one of the latest of the "greenhoods" to flower. It is a 

crossing of x ingens with curta (x ingens is nutans x furcata ). The hybrid was 

made in 1984 by Ray Nash, a long time member of NOSSA, a pioneer who made 

many early hybrids that have stood the test of time. 

Ptst. Joseph Arthur is a vigorous easily grown terrestrial providing it is kept well 

watered once it is in active growth. It has inherited the tall strong stems of its 

parents. The pot benched exhibited all those qualities. 

Thanks to all the members who brought in plants for our enjoyment. 

 

 

 

 

ALLIGATOR GORGE TO CLARE 1-2/9/02  Thelma Bridle 

 

Seven NOSSA members, met up with Doug Bickerton on the afternoon of 1/9/02. 

We drove out of Mount Remarkable NP in two 4WDs and re-entered on a narrow 

northern track into the earlier named Willowie Forest Reserve, set up in 1886. The 

steep forested slopes of Mount Remarkable were unsuitable for agriculture or 

pastoralism, so this area was set aside either for conservation or as a possible 

timber resource. The terrain consisted of narrow steep sided valley, only suitable 

for smaller 4WDs. 

Caladenia woolcockiorum were growing in sporadic populations all along the track, 

either under sugar gums (Eucalyptus cladocalyx) or E. microphylla (long-leaved 

box) in fairly open situations of fertile soil. Counts of mature orchids were made at 

several sites. Many specimens were flowering, only those in drier areas still with 

small buds.  

Caladenia woolcockiorum has a single, large, hairy, 

dullgreen leaf 6-15 cm in length x 1 cm wide and a 

flower stem 20-35cm tall. The flower, about 20% 

have double-headed flowers, is cream to greenish- 

yellow with prominent deep red, thickened sepal 

and petal tips. The segments droop, with the erect 

dorsal sepal, incurving. The 3-lobed labellum has 

a prominent red mid-lobe protruding forward like a 

landing platform and there are 4 rows of stalked, 

golf-club shaped calli. The flower has a slight 

musky odour. Caladenia woolcockiorum was first 

described by David Jones in 1990 and named in 

honour of Collin and Dorothy Woolcock, orchid 

enthusiasts from Portland, Victoria. This species 

has a limited distribution, currently only within 

Mount Remarkable National Park and is listed 
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as vulnerable with mature plants from about 12 locations totalling 1500-2000 

mature plants. 

Monday morning and we were reduced to four members. Our first stop was to 

Wirrabara Forest, and we had thought the Flinders Ranges were dry!! Here, every 

footstep was a crunch. A few Diuris behrii were flowering in the Ippipitchie 

Campground, the only other orchids being chewed leaves of Microtis sp. and 

Thelymitra sp. in bud. We drove on through the forest to investigate along the TV 

track. Here a hillside had a number of winter-flowering orchids and would probably 

make an interesting visit in a wetter year. 

The afternoon was spent at the lookout in Spring Gully Conservation Park. Having 

recorded orchids along the existing and two proposed alternative routes on 16/6/02 

and 31/7/02, we wanted to add another visit before the next NOSSA trip in 

October. Even this area has been drier than normal, but having just come from dry 

country, it seemed green and lush here. There were many orchids, particularly 

along two of the tracks. The were a good number of Caladenia deformis in flower, 

surprisingly some large colonies of Pterostylis robusta in full flower and a number 

of Diuris pardina coming into flower. When a colony of D. palustris was located 

amongst the D. pardina, natural hybrids were also present, which we found 

interesting not having encountered these previously, although hybridisation is 

supposed to occur regularly where the two species grow together. Thelymitra 

antennifera and T. rubra had well developed buds, some other T. sp and 

Caladenia sp. buds were some way from flowering. 

 

ORCHID LIST 

 1 2 3 

Acianthus pusillus l l 

Caladenia carnea  b 

C. deformis f 

C. tensa    b 

C. woolcockiorum f 

Diuris behrii   f 

D. palustris   f 

D pardina   f 

D palustris x pardina   f 

Microtis sp.  1  1 l 

Pterostylis biseta   l 

P. mutica  l 

P. nana f f 

P. plumosa  b 

P. robusta f f f/s 

Thelymitra antennifera   b 

T. nuda b b b 

T. pauciflora b b b 

T.rubra   b 

 

1 - Alligator Gorge, Mount 

Remarkable NP 

2 - Wirrabara Forest 

3 - Spring Gully CP 

 

1 - leaf 

b - bud 

f -flower 

s - seedpod 
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FIELD TRIP REPORT -- THE COORONG, 7-8/9/02  Thelma Bridle 

 

Eight NOSSA members met at the Meningie Jetty - a bit tricky with a choice 

of 3, but fortunately Meningie is not very large. The vegetation in Potter's Scrub 

was taller than in 1997, making the finding of landmarks difficult. In the casuarina 

woodland on the flat, Caladenia latifolia was found flowering, some in large 

colonies of over 100 flowers. There were also a number of Caladenia reticulata 

hybrids, both in flower and in bud. There was variation between the flowers but all 

were a small greenish-cream spider orchid with red osmophores on the sepals 

and red combs on the fairly wide labellum. Some colonies of Cyrtostylis robusta 

had huge leaves with both seedpods and finished flowers. Ken eventually found a 

large colony of 200 Pterostylis arenicola budding in this area, where we had been 

searching, but the rest of us saw only scattered groups, none with flowers out. 

Terrain here was still quite dense and well infested with bridal creeper, particularly 

on the scrub margins. A single Caladenia tensa was found in flower and several 

Caladena's ranging around C. reticulata, but possibly no true- species. Otherwise 

there was less variety than in 1997, after a bushfire, and the last time NOSSA 

visited the area. 

I was hoping someone else might volunteer to write this article, but as no offers 

were forthcoming, I shall have to admit my failure and say Phil and I got lost in the 

bush. It took over half an hour of serious bush-bashing to get back, not on track, 

as there are none, but out of the dense bushland. We then had a fair walk back to 

the cars. The rest of the party had not only finished their lunch, but sent out a 

search party to look for us. I felt very guilty about curtailing the afternoon's 

activities. 

We made the Society's first visit to Tilley Swamp Conservation Park, easy to find 

'first left past the wombat with his legs in the air'! and investigated the eucalypt 

woodland. I don't think many orchids would survive in the teatree swamp, which 

comprises the majority of the park. We walked up a limestone rise and almost 

immediately Malcolm earned a chocolate frog by finding Thelymitra epipactoides, 

only in bud, but then everything is late this year. Caladenia latifolia flowers tended 

to be rather small here, as were some of the Caladenia carnea. Caladenia 

deformis was plentiful and a couple of albinos were found, also albinos of C. 

latifolia. There were some large leaves of Eriochilus cucullatus amongst the 

limestone rocks. We were pleased to find Diuris palustris flowers and a number of 

Caladenia species, including C. cardiochila and C. reticulata were in bud. This 

would be an area certainly worth a longer search. 

Sunday morning gave us a chance for a spot of bird watching on a roadside 

lagoon at Salt Creek. Then we headed inland to Messent Conservation Park. A 

controlled burn in May got out of control and burnt out about a third of the park. 

As this was only four months previous to our visit we weren't sure that the orchid 

species would have had the full benefit of a burn and we propose also checking 

the area in 2003. We stopped at a number of sites in the park, both burnt and 

unburned areas, sandy Banksia ornata bushland, limestone ridges, small eucalypt 

woodland areas and sedge flats. The fire had affected areas differently, some 

areas being in a hot bum whilst park margins tended to be cool burnt. Wombat 

burrows were common on the park edges, but not further in the park. Thelymitra 

benthamiana was the most prolific orchid in the burnt sand, particularly under 

banksia, with both mature (flower buds) and immature plants. We eventually 

stopped even mentioning the plants as there were so many. Thelymitra 

antennifera were just about in flower and a lesser number of Caladenia deformis 

had very small flowers. Pyrorchis nigricans leaves in the burnt sand were small 
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and rather brown, so we would expect to see some flowers next year. Two 

flowering plants of this species were found on the edge of eucalypt woodland. 

Burnt eucalypts were sprouting from branches, trunks and seedlings. I thought 

the banksias were looking very attractive With black cones, gaping straw-coloured 

seed capsules edged in rusty brown - and ginger coloured aborted new flower 

cones. There were many grey/green furry banksia seedlings recolonising the 

area. A slim brown/grey metallic looking snake was basking on the warm sand, 

but resenting the intrusion, soon disappeared down a hole. I spotted a mallee 

emu wren, somewhat out of its range, but unmistakable with its rusty red cap, blue 

face and neck and straw-coloured belly. 

One track, cleared and widened as part of a firebreak had been a good area for a 

number of orchids growing trackside last year - one of the downsides of fire for 

orchid species. Another track leading off it was less orchid-rich, but did produce 

our first sighting of Leporella fimbriata leaves. 

Last spring was obviously good for sun orchids. Here too, as in all places we have 

visited this year, mature plants were surrounded by a number of seedlings. 

This had been a very pleasant weekend, and everyone else was staying on to 

enjoy another day in the Coorong - the pleasures of retirement! 

 

ORCHID LIST FOR THE 

COORONG 

 

 Potters  Tilley  Messent 

 Scrub  Swamp  CP 

Acianthus pusillus  s  l l 

Caladenia cardiochila   b  f 

C. carnea   f  f 

C. deformis   f  f 

C. latifolia  f  f  f 

C. reticulata  f    l - leaf 

C. reticulata hybrids  f  b   b - bud 

C. tensa  f    f -flower 

C. sp.    l fo - flower over 

Corybas despectans   s   s - seedpod 

C. sp.   l 

Cyrtostylis robusta  s/fo l l 

Diuris palustris   f 

D. sp.   b 

Eriochilus cucullatus  l 

Genoplesium sp.   l 

Glossodia major   f f 

Leporella fimbriata   l 

Microtis sp.  l 

Prasophyllum odoratum    b 

Pterostylis arenicola  b 

P. dolicochila  l l l 

P. nana (mallee form)    f 

P. pedunculata    f 

P. plumosa    b 

P. robusta  l 

P. 'rufa' type   l 
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P. sanguinea    fo 

P. smaragdyna    f/s 

Pyrorchis nigricans    f 

Thelymitra antennifera    f 

T. benthamiana    b 

T. epipactoides  b 

T. megacalyptra  b b 

 

 

 

 

The obituary of Dr R.S. Rogers reprinted from the Transactions of the Royal 

Society of South Australia 66(1): 2. [31 July] 1942 

 

DR. R.S. ROGERS, M.A., M.D., D.Sc., F.L.S. 

 

Dr. Richard Saunders Rogers, whose death took place on 18 March 1942 

at the age of 80 years, was one of the oldest Fellows of the Society, having been 

elected as far back as 1905. 

As a recognised authority on the Orchidaceae of the Australian Region, Dr. 

Rogers was a worthy associate of those other medical Fellows of the Society, 

such as Sir Joseph Verco and Dr. R.H. Pulleine, who as amateur naturalists did 

so much to increase our knowledge of the fauna and flora of this continent. 

During his association with the Royal Society he contributed 25 papers of high 

merit to the Transactions as well as two others in collaboration, and two to the 

Royal Society of Victoria and one to the Journal of the Royal Society of Western 

Australia, all dealing with orchids. Amongst the most interesting which he 

described was Rhizanthella Gardneri, a new genus and species of Western 

Australian orchid with underground flowers. 

He also published an "Introduction to the study of Australian Orchids" in 

1911, and contributed the portion of Part I of Black's "Flora of South Australia" 

dealing with the Orchidaceae. 

He graduated as Bachelor of Arts at Adelaide in 1883, and at the time of 

his death was its senior graduate. At the age of 74 he was awarded the degree of 

D.Sc. on the merit of his published works on the Orchidaceae. Dr. Rogers was on 

the board of Governors of the Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery for 44 years 

and President from 1929 to 1931. 

He was President of this Society in 1921-22, Vice-President from 1914-19 

and 1922-24, and a member of the Council from 1907-14 and from 1919-21. 

 

 

 

CONSERVATION REPORT  Thelma Bridle 

 

Halbury fencing had not been completed on 11
th
 August, so with more posts in 

place and a new supply of fencing, five NOSSA members travelled up from 

Adelaide to lend a hand. A member came from Clare with her son and together 

with two locals a good fencing team of nine worked very hard all day, fencing 

along the railway line and on the two short sides. The job is now almost 

complete, with some rabbit-deterring skirting still to be added in parts. This has 

been a satisfying task and hopefully will benefit both orchids and other native 

plants and shrubs in the area. A quick check of Pterostylis 'Halbury' in this area 

showed they were still not in flower. A big thank you to all those volunteers who 

participated. 
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Orchids in the CBD  David Hirst 

 

I had been keeping my eye on some leek orchids, Prasophyllum sp., here in the 

city for the last three years. They were growing in their hundreds in a couple of 

planter 'pots' around the southern side of the Festival Theatre, the soil obviously 

having been brought in from the hills. Late last year part of the most prolific bed 

was forked over and only a small percentage of leaves could be seen remaining. 

A few plants had also come up in soil dropped in the garden outside the 

Museum's Natural Science Building two years ago. Last year one flowered 

outside the NSB and was promptly trodden on. This year ten plants were up and 

two looked like they would flower. Last month some 'knowledgeable' gardeners 

came around and weeded the area. There are now only five small plants left. 

Three at the garden edge have since been run over by vehicles. Subsequently I 

went and checked on the Festival Theatre as they are redeveloping it and sure 

enough all the orchids have gone but as I walked back past Parliament House on 

the corner of North Terrace and King William Street I spotted several growing in 

the garden there. Some of these are now producing flower spikes and may be 

flowering in the next few weeks. 

 

 

 

Extracted from: Down Under Native Orchids `Growing Tips' guide to growing 

epiphytes. 

 

"Avoid high Nitrogen fertilizer like the plague - it leads to soft, fungi prone growth 

and few flowers. We use a high potassium food with a N: P: K; of 8: 5: 25, at a 

rate of one gram per litre fortnightly, all year round 

 

However, having read the above, consider the following from 

The Organic Garden@yahoogroups.com [or go straight to the source at 

http://www.gristmagazine.com/forward.pl? id=88] 

 

"Toxics: Australian for Fertilizer 

Businesses across Australia are legally disposing of their industrial waste by 

selling it as fertilizers for farms and home gardens, according to an investigative 

report by the Sydney Morning Herald [Gerald Ryle, 6 May 2002]. The fertilizers 

often contain such toxic metals as arsenic, mercury, chromium and lead. In 

Western Australia, radioactive material from aluminium refineries is being used at 

cattle ranches; in other parts of the country, waste from zinc smelters, power 

stations and cement kilns is spread on farms and gardens. The country doesn't 

regulate the content of fertilizers, and environmental and agricultural officials 

contend that the levels of the metals in the fertilizers are harmless - though they 

rarely do the testing themselves, instead taking companies at their word that the 

products are safe." 

 

I guess the message is, take care and don't over use [Ed]. 
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The School of Environmental and Recreation Management 

University of South Australia 

 

presents 

 

Dr. S. TOPA PETIT 

 

in a lush biodiversity tale from remnant South Australian woodlands 

 

"Intrigue in an endangered sexually deceptive orchid" 

 

A FREE LECTURE OPEN TO ALL 

 

Thursday 21 November 2002, 6:30 pm 

GP 1- 09, Mawson Lakes Campus 

 

light refreshments, displays 

 

All you ever wanted to know about sexual deception, sexual deception and French women, and 

what are those environmental scientists doing at UniSA anyway, orchids that think, kangaroos 

and caviar, lover wasps, political and mammalian conspiracy in orchid conservation, orchid 

murder, ecological hard core, aphrodisiac perfume, the meaning of foot size in men and more! 

 

Dr. S. Topa Petit is an overworked lecturer in wildlife ecology who prefers bats to orchids, but 

admits the latter are easier to catch, operate at more decent hours, and don't bite as hard. She 

has a Ph.D. in biology from the University of Miami (USA) and a car that leaks oil. She was a 

conservation officer for the Great Barrier Marine Park in Queensland, a state that never 

recovered after she moved to South Australia, nearly three years ago. 

 

Raving reviews! 

What they say: 

"Yeah, mate, cool, she'll be right mate, and stuff" ... a student of Dr. Petit 

"Are you coming to the meeting?"... Dr. Gary Howat, Head of the School of ERM 

"What time is it?"... Ms. Julia Burnard, Ph.D. student of Dr. Petit 

 

Directions: north on Main North Rd; turn left on Mawson Lakes Blvd and right at the University 

of South Australia sign; at the roundabout look up: the room is behind the round tower in front of 

you; plenty of parking space is available. 

 

Information: 8302 5141 or 8302 5194. 


