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NEXT MEETING 22 APRIL 2003 

 

Tuesday, 22 April, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. Meeting starts at 

8:00 p.m. Doors to the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members access 

to the Library. Bring your plants for the display table. Our speaker will be Melvyn 

Lynch on a subject that always inflames lots of discussion - Potting mixes. 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

3 May Weeding day at Belair with TPAG 

11 May Weeding day at Belair with TPAG 

30 May Annual Dinner 

16-21 Sept. 16
th
 Australian Orchid Council Conference Adelaide. 

7 December Annual BBQ 

 

 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wed, 30th Apr. at the home of David & Rosemary Hirst. Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 
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MARCH MEETING 

 

The AGM saw the incoming of a new President, Bodo Jensen, with Bill Dear 

stepping down after four years at the helm [Bill was also President in 1994-1995]. 

Bill has joined the committee. Bob Bates has taken up the position of Vice 

President. 

The position of Treasurer remains to be filled. 

 

SPEAKERS 

Bob Bates gave us an enlightening and amusing insight on his year overseas, his 

teaching positions and travels. Bob did the usual sightseeing but was emphatic 

that he did not go out of his way to look for orchids. 

 

PLANTS BENCHED 

 

Terrestrial species: Eriochilus cucullatus (Tas. - pink); Pterostylis reflexa (Bowral, 

NSW); Pterostylis revoluta and Genoplesium rufum (Lucindale) [now Corunastylis 

rufum]. There were no Terrestrial Hybrids 

 

Epiphyte species and hybrids: Dockrillia bowmanii; Dock. cucumerina; 

Dendrobium Edda 'Lloyd' x speciosum and Sarcochilus Velvet. 

 

Judging results 

 

Epiphyte species 

1st Dockrillia cucumerina grown by Malcolm Guy 

2nd Dockrillia bowmanii grown by Bill Dear 

No third prize 

 

Epiphyte Hybrid 

1st Sarcochilus Velvet grown by Bodo Jensen 

2
nd

 Dendrobium Edda 'Lloyd x speciosum grown by Russell Job & Edda Viskic 

No third prize 

 

Terrestrial Species 

1st Genoplesium rufum grown by Nesbitt Orchids 

2
nd

 Eriochilus cucullata grown by David Pettifor 

3rd Pterostylis reflexa grown by Nesbitt Orchids 

 

Plant of the Night 

Dockrillia cucumerina grown by Malcolm Guy 

 

Popular Vote 

Epiphytic Hybrid 

Dendrobium Edda 'Lloyd' x speciosum grown by Russell Job & Edda Viskic 

Epiphytic Species 

Dockrillia cucumerina grown by Malcolm Guy 

Terrestrial Species 

Eriochilus cucullata grown by David Pettifor 

 

Les Nesbitt gave the commentary on Terrestrials. Reg Shooter on the Epiphytes. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION - NOSSA NEWS 

 

PAST - PRESENT - FUTURE 

By Bodo Jensen (New President) 

 

Seeing it is now my turn to take the President's chair, I thought I'd take this 

opportunity to say a few words: A big Thank-You to Bill, for having run this society 

so well for so many years! - It certainly won't be easy to try to follow in his 

footsteps! I can only hope I'll manage eventually. 

Hopefully all the wonderful volunteers who have always done such a sterling job 

will continue to lend a hand, so that, together, we will carry on providing 

information and pleasure to our members well into the future! 

 

FIELD TRIPS 

 

Weeding days at Belair National Park with TPAG; Saturday 3rd May and Sunday 

11th May. Meet at the front car-park at 9:30am . 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

New members, Ann Rixon of Stirling and Dennis & Christine Stevens of Morphett 

vale, are warmly welcomed by the Committee and members of NOSSA. 

 

ANNUAL DINNER 

 

The Native Orchid Society's Annual Dinner will be held at the Buckingham Arms on 

Friday the 30
th
 May at 6:30pm. , Cost is $20 per person. Deposits of $5.00 will be 

taken at the April and May meetings. Come along for a very congenial evening. 

 

WINE GLASSES embossed with the NOSSA logo are for sale at $7.50 each. 

 

For internet users the NOSSA web page can be found at 

http:l/www.anos.org.au 

 

If you're a beginner, on the ANOS home page click 'Groups', scroll to South 

Australia or select from 'ANOS Groups' and click Native Orchid Society of 

South Australia Inc. and yes, the site does need updating. 

 

NOSSA JUDGES MEETINGS, 2003 

 

All meetings will be held 9:30 to Noon, 1
st
 Saturday of each month with the 

exception of June, as follows;. 

May 3rd; June 14
th
 (due to holiday weekend); July 5th; August 2nd; 

September no meeting; October 4th; November 1st; December 6th. 

Any queries to Reg Shooter 
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Free Sausage Sizzle, Everybody Welcome 

 

The 16th Australian Orchid Conference and Show to be held in the Royal Adelaide 

Showgrounds on the 16th to the 21st September 2003 is rapidly approaching. 

Much of the ground work in the organising has been set in place. 

 

A free sausage sizzle has been organised for Saturday 21st June at the Royal 

Society of the Blind, Blacks Rd, Gilles Plains between 11am & 2.30pm to inform 

orchid club members of events taking place at the conference. 

 

As stated most of the ground work has been done but there is still much to do. By 

attending this social afternoon you will learn what has been done and what has to 

be done and you may feel that you would like to be involved. Leaders of the 

various activities have been appointed such as; security at the show, registration 

desk duties, layout of the show etc. Your help in any of these areas would be 

appreciated and these leaders will be in attendance on Saturday for you to speak 

to and register your interest. However attendance at the sizzle is without 

obligation. If you just wish to come and learn more about the conference you are 

very welcome. 

 

This may well be the last such conference to be held in this State for many years, 

take advantage of the opportunity to attend an Australian Conference without 

incurring travel or hotel expense. 

 

If you are interested in coming to the sizzle would you please advise either Cathy 

Houston or Reg Shooter at the April or May meeting. This is to assist in the 

catering arrangements. This is not imperative, if you are unable to advise of your 

intention do not worry just turn up on Saturday 21st June. Hope to see you there. 

Reg Shooter 

 

 

 

HOW IT IS DONE Reg Shooter 

 

As would be expected at this time of the year there were not many plants benched 

at the March meeting, but as always those that were shown were interesting. 

Russell Job & Edda Viskic exhibited a Dendrobium hybrid Den. Edda 'Lloyd' x 

speciosum. 

 

Russell had registered the Den. Edda in 1992 but the cross had been made by the 

well-known orchidist Kevin McFarlane many years ago. The parentage of Den. 

Edda is Den. bifalce x tetragonum. Most of us are familiar with Den. tetragonum 

with it's spidery flowers and four sided pseudobulbs but Den. bifalce is rarely seen 

in flower in cultivation. The plant grows easily enough and quickly reaches 

specimen size. Even in the tropics where the species comes from (the top of Cape 

York and into New Guinea), it is not a reliable flowerer in cultivation. The books 

will tell you that a minimum of 12-15°C is the minimum requirement. I believe down 

here in South Australia we lack the light and humidity desired by the plant and 

temperature is only part of the requirement. 

 

I had a piece of one for about 15 years and as stated earlier it grew well but never 

flowered. I would be interested to hear from anyone who has managed to flower it. 
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The flowers are of excellent substance, are about 30mm across and very long 

lasting, anything up to two months. They are quite distinctive, bearing 8 to 10 pale 

green flowers with characteristic purple striping on the dorsal sepal. This feature is 

carried through to its progeny as could be seen in the plant at the March meeting. 

 

When this is crossed with Den. tetragonum it becomes much easier to flower than 

when further crossed with speciosum, as the plant benched by Russell & Edda 

was, it becomes quite floriferous. Their plant had one lovely raceme of about 12 

flowers fully open and a number of developing spikes on other pseudobulbs. The 

beauty of owning this plant is that it flowers at a time of the year when there is not 

much else around. This trait can be attributed to the influence of the tetragonum 

parent which flowers all through the year, on and off, and to bifalce who's flowering 

period is November/December. 

 

Thanks Russell & Edda for bringing this lovely orchid for us to appreciate. 

 

 

 

Twenty new Orchid Genera in South Australia: 

since 2001  R Bates 

 

Following the recent publication of Australian Orchid Research volume 4 where 

David Jones and Mark Clements deal with the subdivision of the genus Pterostylis 

into 14 separate genera we have seen the conclusion of sweeping changes to the 

generic names of Australian orchids. 

It has been an exciting, if somewhat overwhelming time for Australian orchid 

taxonomy. Very few of us will be able to remember all the names at first but with 

practice that will come. 

There will be many benefits arising from the work. For a start the new genera 

reflect the natural groups of species far better than before (and for the first time 

....consistently!). The fifty or so new species of orchid waiting to be described for 

SA will now be placed into the genus in which they can be expected to stay! 

 

The State Herbarium of South Australia has chosen to accept all the new orchid 

genera (mostly of Jones and Clements) as per se. It would not make sense to 

accept some and not others especially as the work of the Australian botanists has 

been most professionally performed. 

 

The new genera previously included in Caladenia; ie Arachnorchis, 

Calonemorchis, Cyanicula, Petalochilus and Stegostyla etc have previously been 

discussed in the NOSSA journal and all the collections of those species at AD 

have been re-incorporated under those names so that now we have for example: 

Arachnorchis tentaculata, Calonemorchis capillata, Cyanicula caerulea, 

Petalochilus carneus and Stegostyla congesta as well as retaining Caladenia 

latifolia as a true Caladenia. A down-side of all this is the resulting complicated 

new author citations... ie Arachnorchis necrophylla (DL Jones) DL Jones & MA 

Clem. 

 

More recent changes by Jones and Clements found in issues of the Orchadian of 

2002 include 
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1: South Australian Acianthus divided into two genera ie Acianthus pusillus is 

retained but A. caudatus becomes Nemacianthus caudatus. 

 

2: Corybas, the name previously used for all South Australian helmet orchids is 

now only applied to Eastern states species and ours become either 

Corysanthes (as in Corysanthes diemenicus) for the flared labellum species 

and Anzybas for the tubular flowered species like Anzybas unguiculatus. 

 

3: Microtis: Most of the species are retained under this name but the two semi 

aquatic species, Microtis orbicularis and M. atrata, now adjudged as monotypic 

genera become Hydrorchis orbicularis and Microtidium atratum. This change 

is strongly supported by myself in view of chemical, biological and cytological 

studies. 

 

4: Corunastylis: The midge orchids which were previously lumped under 

Prasophyllum and then unsatisfactorily as Genoplesium are now sensibly 

treated as Corunastylis Fitg. This will require some further new combinations 

for South Australian species but we do have Corunastylis nigricans (R.Br.) DL 

Jones and MA Clem. as an example. Genoplesium in the strict sense is now a 

monotypic genus not present in SA. 

 

5: Pterostylis: 

This genus has been greatly divided and is now considered to be comprised of 14 

genera and several subgenera, many of them in SA. These are not all Jones 

and Clements names as Polish botanist Szlachetko had previously published a 

precursor to Jones and Clements. 

 

A: True Pterostylis are those species with a single usually large flower arising 

from a basal rosette. These are colony forming species such as Pterostylis 

curta. We have three subgenera in SA. 

 

B: Diplodium: is an old name resurrected for those species which have flowering 

plants with cauline leaves rather than a basal rosette. This genus of colony 

formers has rosettes on separate non flowering plants. In SA they include 

several un-named members of the D. alatum alliance as well as D. robustum 

and D. dolichochilum plus D. bryophilum and D. tenuissimum. (Note how the 

author citations will now all have a bracketed author as in Diplodium 

bryophilum (DL Jones) DL Jones and MA Clem.) 

 

C: Another new genus with many species in SA is Oligochaetochilus Szlach. (Did 

I hear you gasp?) These are the mostly dryland species with largish multiple 

flower spikes from a flat rosette. Species with the ciliate labellum outside the 

flower and with often long sepal tips. There may be as many as 30 of these in 

South Australia but named ones include Oligochaetochilus bisetus and O. 

boormanii. 

 

D: The similar genus Hymenochilus has smaller green flowers with bulbous 

sepals and non-ciliate labella. In SA we have several cryptic species but 

including Hymenochilus mutica and H. cycnocephalus. 

 

E: The genus Linguella includes many as yet undetermined species but probably 

including Linguella clavigera and L. nana in South Australia. These are the 
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small single flowered, rosetted species with a tiny tongue well within the flower 

and usually an indented tooth in the sinus of the lateral sepals. There are 

probably half a dozen undescribed taxa in SA 

 

F: A spectacular group of species with numerous large green flowers on tall stems 

with cauline leaves is now Bunochilus. Our best known species in SA is 

Bunochilus smaragdynus but again there are undescribed species as well as 

the rare B. melagrammus. 

 

G. There are only three Speculantha in South Australia. This mostly autumn 

flowered genus has multiple small, sometimes odorous flowers and includes 

Speculantha uliginosa and S. parviflora. 

 

H: If you expected the old Pterostylis sanguinea to be in the same genus as 

Bunochilus smaragdynus you will be surprised to find it actually belongs to the 

new genus Urochilus of mostly Western Australian species. There are 

probably two subspecies of Urochilus sanguineus in SA. 

 

I: A new genus with a helpful name is Plumatichilos ie those greenhoods with a 

plumed tongue such as Plumatichilos plumosum and P. tasmanicus in SA. 

This genus also contains several cryptic species so be prepared for name 

changes here. 

 

J: Taurantha: There are several species of this genus in the Eastern states such 

as T. Taurus,. but we have just one species Taurantha concinna and an 

intergeneric hybrid X taurodium toveyanum which just sneak into our South 

East. All species of Taurantha have a forked tongue and are often known as 

the 'snake tongue greenhoods'. 

 

So there you have it---- ten genera of greenhoods in South Australia! 

 

The only other changes so far published and likely to affect SA species result from 

the splitting of Chiloglottis into two genera ie Chiloglottis and Simpliciglottis. 

Diuris may become two genera but Thelymitra is unlikely to change. Any change 

to Prasophyllum will not affect us. 

 

 

 

Taxonomy and Taxonomic Decisions David Hirst 

 

Having been involved with the taxonomy of Arachnids for many years, particularly 

spiders, I am mildly surprised at the resistance displayed towards taxonomic 

advances in the botany field with Institutions or groups apparently accepting or 

rejecting new nomenclature but I'll come back to that later. 

 

A genus, a family or any other rank is a group of similar organisms sharing 

common features either morphological or genetic depending on whether you are 

working at the alpha level or higher, perhaps at the molecular level. As techniques 

improve and more and more research is carried out we discover new characters 

that are useful in the taxonomy of a particular organism, more species are 

discovered to make meaningful comparisons and together with genetic analysis, 

can be computer mapped to confirm or otherwise a hypothesis on relationships. 
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Describing a new species requires a lot of careful research, initially in locating the 

holotype specimens of related species that could be held in an overseas Museum, 

then thorough inspection of all comparable specimens. In Botany the description 

in part is presented in Latin but in descriptions of spiders it may be wholly in the 

language of that country, whether it be Russian or Japanese, with only an abstract 

provided in English. This makes it even more imperative that the type specimen is 

seen. Measurements and illustrations are necessary to support your argument as 

to why the new species you are describing is different. Differences may be great 

or small, that will not affect the decision, it is the consistency of those differences 

that matters. 

 

The more complex decision to erect a new genus is not made lightly. It is based 

on a group of species sharing one or more unique characters that distinctly 

separate them from species of a closely related group in which these characters 

are either absent or take on a different form. It is not always easy to present these 

differences to the non-scientific person. They may have been confirmed by the 

use of Scanning Electron Microscopes, Chromosomal and Electrophoresis work or 

by DNA sampling, techniques that are often beyond the reach of the amateur. 

 

Defining species groups as genera (or by other hierarchy) gives a meaningful 

ranking of the taxa for identification purposes using dichotomous keys and aids in 

understanding the evolutionary processes involved. In the world of Invertebrates 

at least, new names are generally accepted, fed into the system, put into use and if 

later proved incorrect by further research are then amended with little ado. 

Unfortunately mistakes are made as was the case recently in both spiders and 

orchids with generic names that were already in use being proposed. Centrina, 

proposed for a spider genus was found to be preoccupied but soon rectified to 

Centriona before the first name was used elsewhere. However, with the proposed 

name, Calonema, for an orchid genus (preoccupied for a genus of fungi), that 

name has appeared in print elsewhere before the replacement name 

Calonemorchis was published. These mistakes add to the growing list of 

synonymies that researchers and the lay-person have to deal with. 

 

Despite the decisions made by the researcher, which by the way normally are 

reviewed by two other scientists before being accepted for publication, the new 

nomenclature is often rejected or not put into use by Botanists. Though I must 

admit a few Arachnologists have reluctantly conceded to use some new names if 

only to maintain nomenclatural stability. Botanists also remain encumbered by the 

need to add a more complex author citation after a taxon name and this may be a 

reason for some resistance. In the Invertebrate field only one author is cited. 

Admittedly when the need arises to find out what an animal's previous name was, 

then use of a world catalogue of that group is often necessary. 

 

There is always the initial confusion when a much used name, featured in many 

books or catalogues, is replaced. Even so, unless there is good reason to do 

otherwise, it is important to put personal opinions aside, and use the new names to 

familiarise ourselves with them quickly. In doing so the period of confusion in 

using two sets of names will be shortened. 
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Dendrobium adae Bailey 1884 Len Field 

 

First described by F.M. bailey in 1884 and named after Mrs. Ada Stuart. 

Also named Callista adae by Rev. Kuntze 1891. 

Dendrobium palmerstoniae Schltr 1907 

Dendrobium ancorarium Rupp 1945 

 

This is another plant of the high altitudes with similar growth habits to Dendrobium 

fleckeri and Dendrobium gracilicaule but with stems and leaves individually larger 

and more slender although I can never tell the difference when not in flower even 

when I saw the three growing in the same area near Mount Lewis on the Atherton 

Tablelands. 

Flowering is from August to September with up to six flowers to a spike and are 

about 2 cm in diameter and long lasting with two colour forms existing one 

greenish white to clear white which can be remarkable for its purity of whiteness 

and also having a strong perfume on hot days, the other can be blotched and 

speckled outside with a mixture of brown, pink or green similar to Dendrobium 

gracilicaule it can also be apricot coloured. Found at high altitudes between 850 

and 1200 metres in an area between the Burdekin and Annon Rivers in N.E. 

Queensland in a very moist atmosphere. 

Cultivation. Very easy to grow and can be grown either on slabs or in pots 

although I prefer pots where it can be grown into a larger plant with longer stems 

than Dendrobium fleckeri. Needing plenty of light, good ventilation (as do just 

about all our Dens), protection from high winds and a humid atmosphere, so water 

well in the summer months only, with just an occasional wetting in the winter. 

Either mounted on a slab or in a pot with a very coarse mixture it will withstand our 

cooler conditions well. 

 

 

 

Articles for the journal Editor 

 

I have no idea of the percentage of members who have a major interest in either 

Terrestrials or Epiphytes or are interested in both categories. The content of most 

articles published in the NOSSA Journal over the past 12 months were biased to 

the Terrestrial side. I am mainly interested in Terrestrials so am not able to easily 

come up with articles or bits and pieces of information on the Epiphytes for 

inclusion in the journal. I rely totally on a few hard-working members for such to 

balance things out more. 

 

Perhaps you would like to contribute. Articles need not be lengthy and the content 

can be from personal experience, bits and pieces of information useful to others, 

notices of upcoming local orchid shows, items for sale relevant to gardening or 

orchids and any other - perhaps letters to the editor on how to improve the Society 

or comments on a previous article (but rude letters directed at another member 

won't be published). A 'What's your Orchid Problem?' type article can be included, 

as I am sure some of our readers will have the answer for you; here you could 

even remain anonymous if it would embarrass you. 

 

If you have a predisposition to write but not confident with your style & grammar 

etc. I can review your draft and return it to you for your approval prior to publishing. 

Give it a go. 
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NOSSA LIBRARY HOLDINGS 

Final part of three, 

 

108 Proceedings of the 6th World Orchid Conference - Sydney 1969 

109A&B 6
th
 World Orchid Conference Brochure & Programme 

110 Proceedings of the 3rd Austin Orchid Conference - Adelaide 1973 

111 Proceedings of the 5th Austin Orchid Conference - Perth 1977 

112 Proceedings of the 6th Austin Orchid Conference - Hobart 1979 

113 Proceedings of the 8th Austin Orchid Conference - Townsville 1983 

114 Proceedings of the 9th Austin Orchid Conference - Melbourne 1984 

115 South Australian Orchid Workshop 1980 AOF 

116 Victorian Orchid Workshop 1979 AOF 

117 Proceedings of the 1s' New Zealand International Orchid Conference 1980 

118A&B Proceedings and Programme of the 2nd New Zealand International Orchid Conference 1985 

119 Proceedings of the Orchid Symposium- 13
th
 International Botanical Congress - Sydney 1981 

120 Biology of Native Plants Under Cultivation 

121 Threatened Plant Species of Mount Lofty Ranges & Kangaroo Island. Davies 

122 Conservation Studies on Endangered Plant Species - SA Ag regions Jusartis & Sorensen 

123 Austin Native Orchid Seminar - Blue Mtns District Orchid Society 

124 1
st
 Austin Native Orchid Conference Proceedings - Woolongong 1990 

125 (2
nd

  Austin Native Orchid Conference Proceedings - Toowoomba 1993)-coming soon 

126 3rd Austin Native Orchid Conference Proceedings - Adelaide 1996 

127 4th Austin Native Orchid Conference Proceedings - Melbourne 2000 

128 5th Austin 

129 Preliminary Checklist of Australian Orchidaceae Q1d NPWS 

130 Orchids of Cape York & Jardine River Areas Q1d NPWS 

131 Orchids of Mcllwraith Range Q1d NPWS 

132 Orchids of Cape York Qld NPWS 

133 Orchids of the Carron Valley Area Q1d NPWS 

134 Orchids of Torres Strait Q1d DE & Con. 

135 Orchids of the Solomon Islands & Bougainville Thorne & Cribb 

136 Monocotyledons of PNG- Orchidaceae Howcroft 

137 Australia's Biodiversity Biodiversity Unit 

138 Country in Flames Biodiversity Unit 

139 Biological Diversity in Arid & Semi-arid Australia Biodiversity Unit 

140 Native Vegetation Clearance, Habitat & Biodiversity Decline Biodiversity Unit 

141 Landcover Disturbance over the Australian Continent Biodiversity Unit 

142 Diseases of Orchids Gowanlock 

143 Orchid Fleck Virus AOF 

144 Leaf tip dieback in Orchids AOF 

145 Jarrah dieback (Phytophthora cinnamomi) in S-W Australia CALM, 

146 Bridal Creeper 

147A,B & C Lasianthera - Scientific Journal of Orchidaceae of PNG 

148 Australia's Native Orchids W. Watson Sharp 

149 Orchid Pests & Diseases. American O. Soc. 

150 Orchids of Papua New Guinea A. Millar 

151 Orchids of France (in French) P. Pernot 

152 Mutual Gains - Symposium Oct. 2002 RBS Melb. 

153 Wunderwelt der Orchideen. M. Hirmer 



32 

NATIVE ORCHID SOCIETY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA .1NC.. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS $15,00 

 

Please note subscriptions are due & payable with effect from 1st April 

The Committee has determined that the rate will be $15.00 per membership whether a single 

or family membership. 

 

I / We wish to renew membership of the Society: 
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Payment should be made to the Native Orchid Society of South Australia Inc. & 
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Receipts are only issued upon request. 
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OVERSEAS SUBSCRIBERS 

 

You are requested to pay in Australian Dollars. 
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