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NEXT MEETING 23 SEPTEMBER 2003 

 

Tuesday, 23 September, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. Meeting 

starts at 8:00 p.m. Doors to the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members 

access to the Library. Bring your plants for the Spring Show. Our guest speaker 

will be Gary Yong Gee from Queensland. Gary is well versed in orchid growing, 

photography and publishing so this promises to be an interesting evening. 

 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES (cont. p. 74) 

29 Aug. Mt. Billy. Weeding 

6 Sept. Leighton Rd, Clare. Weeding 

10 Sept Halbury. Monitoring 

13/14 Sept. Coorong Weekend 

16-21 Sept. 16th Australian Orchid Council Conference Adelaide. 

19-20 Sept. APS Plant sale 

23 Sept. NOSSA Spring Show 

7 December Annual BBQ 

 

 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wed, 24
th
 Sept. at the home of David Hirst. Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 



73 

AUGUST MEETING PLANTS BENCHED 

 

Terrestrial species: Acianthus caudatus (2 plants); Chiloglottis trapeziformis; C. truncata; 

C. sylvestris; Corybas diemenicus; Corybas dilatatus (green); Cyanicula deformis; 

Cyrtostylis reniformis (3 plants); Cyrt. rotundiflora (N.Z.); Diuris brumalis; D. 

conspiculata; D. pallida (W.A.); D. pardina (2 plants); Pterostylis baptistii; Pt. concinna 

"yellow"; Pt. curta; Pt. curta & pedunculata mixed; Pt. cycnocephala; Pt. longicurva; Pt. 

melagramma; Pt. mutica; Pt. nana; Pt. liana "brown." (WA.); Pt. nutans 'Alba'; Pt. 

pedunculata; Pt. procera; Pt. robusta (2 plants); Pt. russellii; Pt. stricta; Pt. Williamsonii; 

Disa bracteata. 

Terrestrial Hybrids: Caladenia Spiderman; Diuris Pioneer "Big Ears"; Pterostylis 

Chocolate Drop; Pt. Goblin; Pt. Ingens; Pt. Joseph Arthur; Pt. Nodding Grace (2 plants); 

Pt. Walpamur. 

Epiphyte species: Dendrobium speciosum; Dockrillia teretifolia (2 plants); Sarcochilus 

falcatus. 

Epiphyte hybrids: Dendrobium Aussie Charm x (Dot Sheen x Aussie Wow); Den. Cheeky; Den. 

Essie Banks; Den. Gillian Leaney x Gai-Ellen; Den. Peewee x Ellen; Den. Northmead; Den. 

Rosella x speciosum; Den. Rutherford 'Blushing Bride'; Den. Rutherford Starburst x Visheen; 

Den. Sparkles; Den. Vintage (2 plants); Den. unknown; Sarcochilus Melba. 

 

Judging results 

Epiphyte species 

1
st
 Dockrillia teretifolia grown by Graham & Jan Burford 

2
nd

 Dockrillia teretifolia grown by Ron Robjohns 

3
rd

  Den speciosum grown by Malcolm Guy 

Epiphyte Hybrid 

1
st
  Dendrobium Rutherford Starburst x Visheen grown by Rick Pankoke 

2
nd

  Dendrobium Vintage grown by Rick Pankoke 

3
rd

 Dendrobium Vintage grown by Rick Pankoke 

Terrestrial Species 

1
st
  Pterostylis longicurva grown by Malcolm Guy 

2
nd

 Chiloglottis truncata grown by David Pettifor 

3
rd

  Corybas diemenicus grown by Les Nesbitt 

Terrestrial Hybrids 

1
st
  Diuris Pioneer grown by Les Burgess 

2
nd

 Caladenia Spiderman grown by Les Nesbitt 

3
rd

  Pterostylis Walpamur grown by Malcolm Guy 

Orchid of the Night 

Dockrillia teretifolia grown by Graham & Jan Burford 

Popular Vote 

Epiphyte Hybrid 

Dendrobium Rosella x speciosum grown by Judy Penney 

Epiphyte Species 

Dockrillia teretifolia grown by Graham & Jan Burford 

Terrestrial Species 

Equal points Pterostylis nutans 'Alba': grown by Les Nesbitt 

Equal points Corybas diemenicus grown by Les Nesbitt 

Terrestrial Hybrid 

Caladenia Spiderman grown by Les Nesbitt 

 

Les Nesbitt gave the commentary on the Terrestrials & Noel Oliver on the Epiphytes. 
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AUGUST SPEAKER 

At the August meeting Peter McCauley presented a slideshow and talk 

demonstrating the complexity of the Victorian terrestrial Orchids. Most of those 

dealt with are not found in South Australia so I found the talk most interesting and 

was impressed with the slide showing Diuris punctata in profusion. 

 

 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION NOSSA NEWS 

 

DIARY DATES FOR FIELD TRIPS/CONSERVATION 

 

Reminders - 

August-September field trips 

Fri Aug 29th Weeding populations of Diplodium (Pterostylis) bryophila, Mt. Billy 

CP. 

Sat Sept 6th. Weeding of top lavender at Leighton Rd, out of Clare. 

Wed Sept 10th. Locating and plotting colonies of Oligocaetochilus (Pterostylis) 

'Halbury', 

Any queries for the above to Cathy Houston (83567356). 

 

September field trips 

Sat 6
th
  Private block visit (Mt Compass area) 

Sun 7
th
  Private block visit (Cherry Gardens area) 

13114
th
  Coorong weekend 

Sat 20
th
  Conference field trip 

Sun 21
st
  Mount Crawford area. Meet: 10am at Kersbrook service station. 

Sat 27
th
  Private block visits (Meadows area) 

Sun 28
th
 Private block visits (Uraidla, Birdwood area) 

Members interested in attending private block visits ring Thelma (8384 4174) a 

couple of days beforehand for confirmation and a meeting place. 

 

October field trips 

Sunday Oct. 5th. Orchids of Clare 

Meet: 10am left turn at crossroads in Sevenhill. 

Saturday Oct. 18th. Grange Golf Course weeding 

Meet: 10am Grange Golf Course car park 

 

 

 

 

TUBER BANK 2003-2004 

 

This is a reminder to Terrestrial growers to check your pots to see what tubers 

you can donate to the tuber bank. Please remember to include locality data with 

the tubers. The Tuber Bank depends on growers supplying tubers for the 

encouragement of younger or new growers and to ensue a good stock of plants 

are widely available. 

Please advise Malcolm Guy, 15 Naomi Tce, Pasadena, Phone 8276 7350, by 

Nov, 14
th
 so a list can be printed in the December journal. 

 

 

 

The next NOSSA Judges meeting, is Saturday 4th October. 
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XMAS RAFFLE 

 

Donations for the Xmas raffle can be brought in 

during the September and October meetings. Gill 

Shooter has agreed to the organisation of the 

basket and raffle. The raffle will be drawn at the 

November meeting. 

 

16th Australian Orchid Conference Sept. 16th-21
st
 Centennial Hall, Wayville 

Showgrounds open the public Thursday to Sunday from 10am to 5pm. Entry $6. 

 

NOSSA SPRING PLANT SALE Sept. 20
th
 & 21

st
 .Wayville Pavilion 

The NOSSA Spring Plant Sale will be held in conjunction with the APS Plant Sales 

at the Wayville Showgrounds. Entry fee applies. 

 

Setting up for the sale will be from 1 pm on Friday 19th. Access for unloading 

plants is the same as last year with entry off Leader Street. 

 

Please bring plastic bags for the trading tables and exhibitors and volunteers 

(please be one so others can have a much needed break) may want to bring a 

folding chair. 

 

 

 

NOSSA SPRING SHOW Sept. 23
rd

 . St Matthew's Hall, Kensington. 

 

At the September meeting of the Society you will have the opportunity to compete 

in the NOSSA show proper. At this show all the trophies will be competed for 

plus nominations for the Ira Butler & Bill Murdoch awards. 

 

LAST YEARS TROPHY WINNERS ARE REQUESTED TO BRING THE 

TROPHIES TO THE SEPTEMBER MEETING 

 

Don't be deterred by the fact that your plants have already been transported 

to and from the Conference and may be showing signs of being worse for 

wear. This will be taken into account by the judges. 

 

Correction: In a short article on the Wollemi Pine in the August Journal I 

inadvertently referred to Wayne Harris, who was a NOSSA Secretary for several years 

as a 'Past President'... in that article please adjust 'president' to read 'Secretary'! 

Apologies from Bob Bates. 
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HOW IT IS DONE Reg Shooter 

 

There was a large benching of plants at the August meeting. Both species and 

epiphytes were well represented. 

The orchid that caught my eye was Dendrobium Northmead exhibited by Judy 

Penney. This particular plant was a piece of a plant that Ted Chance brought to 

the February 2002 meeting for a practical demonstration of breaking up and 

repotting an orchid: 

I foolishly, volunteered to do the demo without first seeing the plant. When Ted 

brought it to the meeting it was in a 6 inch pot but the spread was about 2ft and it 

had not been repotted for about 15 years according to Ted (in my opinion it could 

have been longer!) 

The only way to get the plant out of the pot was to cut the pot, this I did. This 

immediately released 1.5 million ants that had probably been in the pot since day 

one. With a little help from one or two club members we managed to kill most of 

the beasts. Between swotting the occasional ant that had escaped assassination 

and was busy taking bites out of tender parts of my anatomy I proceeded to break 

the plant up. Den. Northmead is a crossing between speciosum and Ku-Ring-Gai 

(Ku-Ring-Gai is tetragonum x delicatum) so as you can see there is two infusions 

of speciosum in its makeup. The progeny certainly takes after the speciosum 

parent being very vigorous in vegetative habit and the flowers very much like 

speciosum. I think I managed to get five or six quite large plants from the one. 

Ted had donated the plant to NOSSA and a number of members purchased a 

piece, the proceeds going to Society funds. I believe all the repotted orchids 

flowered the following spring, much to Teds chagrin as in all the years he had the 

orchid he had never flowered it. 

If I am asked to do a similar demo in the future I will insist on seeing the plant 

beforehand and will require a guarantee that there are no hidden animals in the 

compost!! Growing Orchids is fun. 

 

 

 

CONSERVATION TRIP REPORT FOR Oligochaetochilus despectans 

26-28 July 2003 

Thelma Bridle 

 

Arriving in Brinkworth on a cool, sunny morning on Sat 26
th
 July most drivers had a 

tale to tell of escaped fallow deer along the roadside. I hope this species is not 

destined to become yet another feral, introduced orchid eater in the mid-north. 

Following early autumn rains the mid-north has missed most of the winter rainfall 

so far, leaving the crops well behind in the fields. Some rain the previous week 

had 'greened' the area and the ground covering plants on Rosemary Pedler's 

heritage block were looking good, even though the trees still looked thirsty. Both 

Rosemary and her son Lynn joined the 9 NOSSA members and Annie Bond from 

DEH to monitor the population of Oligochaetochilus (formerly Pterostylis) 

despectans on the block. NOSSA's previous visit in 2001 had increased the total 

to 472 rosettes and a similar number was estimated for 2002. We started well, 

counting 238 crowded, mainly small rosettes in one square metre. Admittedly this 

was exceptional, but when stakes were placed beside rosettes to make counting 

easier, some of the colonies were quite large and the total was increased to about 

950 and quite a number were already developing buds. More rosettes were 

located on the southern part of the block. Not found here before, this appeared to 
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be a young population, all rosettes being small and without developing buds. The 

final total of O. despectans was 1,016 rosettes. 

A colony of Linguella (formerly Pterostylis) nana were reduced in number. All 

flowers were over or chewed off, with only one seedpod. A second colony 

numbering 70-80 plants was found nearby, again with flowers chewed off. A new 

orchid species on the property was a colony of 1,000-2,000 Diplodium (formerly 

Pterostylis) robustum. With the plants well sheltered by thick sedges and small 

shrubs it took some searching to locate the single flower. A number of Thelymitra 

sp. leaves had been noticed on the property, but near the creek we were surprised 

to see a group of Thelymitra nuda with flower buds so advanced that just a couple 

of extra degrees of warmth in the sun and the blue flowers would have been open. 

The paler flowered form was not quite so advanced. Arachnorchis (formerly 

Caladenia) toxochila, already known from the site, were in bud and should flower 

by late August. 

A number of interesting native plants were observed on the property, including 

Lomandra sp in flower, a deep pink Vittadinia cuneata and numerous Wurmbea 

latifolia (angularia). This rare species is prolific here. The flowers sit right on the 

leaves at ground level. Flowers were over and seedpods forming. There were 

also some beautiful lichen growths of many varieties on the red soil. 

Saturday night was cold in Burra, but the sun was shining as we headed up to 

Mount Bryan for an early start monitoring O. despectans on Tony Sumner's 

property. Our first sight was a rabbit racing across the fenced off area, and a 

couple of kangaroos lounging outside the fence may have been amongst those 

obviously getting into the paddock. However, diversity of small herbs on the 

property improves gradually without the sheep grazing. Only 170 O. despectans 

were counted in the area, with none outside the fence, reduced from 201 in 2002. 

A number of the rosettes in the area are large and many had flower buds 

developing. 

We moved on for lunch and monitoring in Peppermint Gully. Permission had not 

been obtained for the Pohlner and Guthrie properties (it was found too late that we 

had permission), so monitoring was confined to Chris Parker's paddock. A few O. 

biseta rosettes were positively identified here, but O. despectans was by far the 

major species, with almost 1,000 counted in the paddock all within 100m of the 

roadside. Part of this paddock is to be fenced shortly by DEH following a heritage 

agreement with Chris Parker, although the sheep actually visit the area only once 

during the year as a protective site against cold winds for their young lambs. Doug 

had estimated about 900 rosettes in 2002. With 8 pairs of eyes searching, 

counting in the Mount Bryan area was completed by late afternoon. 

Over the past couple of years Phil and I have been monitoring a number of O. 

despectans in the Mount Bryan area, first selecting flowering plants in 2001 and 

marking stakes with paint, then recording 2001 seed set and rosettes/flowers/ seed 

set in 2002. The paint did not last well and stakes were causing some confusion 

with other monitoring, so this year we modified the experiment. One metre square 

grids were laid out and marked for subsequent monitoring and rosettes counted 

and measured within the grids. The experiment was extended to include the 

Koolunga population. Some of the rosettes included in the grids had been part of 

the previous experiment, so their monitoring will have a longer history. In a later 

NOSSA Journal (early in 2004) I will report on results for the earlier trial and for 

2003. 

With the O. despectans monitoring completed over the weekend, the remaining 4 

NOSSA members had an opportunity to visit Mokota Conservation Park on 

Monday. 
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Earlier this year DEH had conducted a number of controlled 3ha burns in this 

native grassland area near Mount Bryan. The burnt areas were easy to identify as 

they appeared a much brighter green against the older vegetation. At each site a 

large exclusion zone had been created to monitor vegetation regrowth +/- 

herbivore, particularly kangaroo, grazing. Hymenochilus (formerly Pterostylis) aff. 

cycnocephala rosettes were easier to locate as they just happened to occur in a 

burnt area.. Many had buds, but only a few actually had flowers open and they 

were hard to see clearly with the flowers held only just above the rosette, probably 

a wise precaution in such a windy area. We estimated 700-800 plants in a fairly 

restricted area, which was probably an increase in numbers from 2001, but they 

were much easier to see on this occasion with the sedges and tussocky grasses 

reduced in density. At the same location 3 small (1 cm) rosettes of a 'rufa group 

Oligochaetochilus were found. We were unable to determine a species, but took 

photographs of the rosettes and GPS locations. Lomandra multiflorus ssp. dubia 

and Cryptandra amara longiflora were both in flower and Eryngium rostratum was 

returning in large numbers. Most native plant species here are uncommon as their 

natural habitat, surviving native grassland, is very restricted. Careful monitoring 

will be necessary to eliminate weed species taking advantage of the cleared 

ground. 

Many thanks to all who assisted with the monitoring at various times over the 

weekend, and especially to Mike for travelling from Victoria to help us yet again. 

Also thanks to the landholders for permission to visit sites and for their interest in 

orchid conservation. Another trip will be organised later in the year (Nov.) to assist 

with assessment of flowering. Follow the Journal for further information. 

 

 

 

Diplodium bryophilum explosion  Ken Bayley 

 

After some heavy rain in April and March, the first flowers at Mt Billy CP appeared 

during the last week in April and by the 2nd May over 100 along the creek. 

 

After an encounter with a circular saw on the 13th, I had less thumb, but more time 

on my hands, so on the 14th I explored further up the hill from where Guy Fishlock 

was staking out one of his three patches, I found several loose colonies with 30 

and more, then came upon a population of over 300 in an area no bigger than the 

average kitchen table. Further surveys revealed more colonies along the hill, the 

largest being 307. 

 

On the 29th May, members of the Southern Lofty Block and NOSSA, headed by 

Rick Davies, met at the creek gate and formed two groups then using GPS's, 

marked the populations, counted flowering plants, buds and eaten plants etc. We 

finished along the creek at 1 pm, had lunch then started on the new area. We 

counted and marked 760 and still had not reached the large colony and several 

others with 50 or more. A week later Barb and I continued the survey. We put a 

grid over the large colony and counted 432 in the 3m x 2m area and another 191 

around the perimeter, a total of 623. We estimated close to 4000 flowering plants 

including Guy Fishlock's three areas, contrasting with last years count of 20. A 

follow up count was conducted on the 3rd July to monitor pollination etc. The 

colony at Hindmarsh Falls did not flower and may be extinct, the last flower seen 

was 5 years ago. 

 

It is a good year for the bridle creeper rust too, defoliating large areas. 
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Greenhoods of the Genus Linguella in SA  Bob Bates 

 

Once there was Pterostylis nana R.Br.! 

Now the greenhoods lumped in this species are considered a genus of their own.... 

the genus Linguella DL Jones and MA Clem. and it's not a small genus either! 

There are 5 named species, from all states and extending to New Zealand but 

there are at least twenty undescribed species. In fact we can not be sure that any 

of the South Australian species have been named. 

It is likely that we do have Linguella clavigera and perhaps L. nana too but most of 

our Linguella are unnamed. 

 

Green hoods of this genus are small flowered, colony formers pollinated by short 

bodied flies. The flower is single with very erect sepals, with an inflexed tooth in 

the sinus of the lateral sepals, and a short labellum well within the flower hood. 

The number of stem bracts (or leaves) varies a lot from species to species and is a 

useful way of telling species apart. The rosette leaves are also very different from 

species to species so that we are able to distinguish species before they flower just 

by looking at the leaf rosettes. Flowering times vary from autumn to late spring 

and species occur in all habitats from peat bogs, to coastal sandhills, to mountain 

tops and even desert sandhills. 

 

The species in SA: 

1: The commonest species has long been referred to as 'Hills nana'. This can be 

recognised by its smooth rounded leaves, stems covered with white cilia and 

flowers green and white, not compressed. There are at least 2 subspecies ie the 

Adelaide Hills or high rainfall taxon with 2 leaf bracts and the wheat belt form with 

only one leaf bract and a leathery rosette pressed to the ground. Together these 

two cover most of the agricultural regions of the state. 

 

2: Desert Linguella was once considered a subspecies of the previous but in view 

of its totally different habitat and biology it is now treated as a species. This 

species from rock outcrops in the Gawler Ranges and extending into the Great 

Victoria Desert is able to flower only 4 weeks after rain and may have completed 

its annual cycle in 3 months. Because it grows so quickly it is a fragile looking 

plant very similar to 'Hills nana' except for the thin texture of all plant parts. It does 

not occur in the agricultural regions. 

 

3:. Another well known species is 'mallee Linguella' (possibly L. clavigera) 

recognised by its small, pointy leaves, smaller flowers which are laterally 

compressed and often with brownish tints as they age. It occurs throughout the 

sandy, limestony mallee areas and drier exposed sites in the mountains too. It 

also seems to have two subspecies... a long sepalled and a short sepalled form. 

This and 'Hills nana' often occur in colonies side by side and almost never 

hybridise as they are pollinated by different species of fly attracted by the smell of 

manure.... this smell is only recognised by humans when a lot of flowers are placed 

together. 

 

4: 'Coastal Linguella' is a larger flowered species from coastal sandhills and 

limestone ie at the tip of Yorke and Eyre Peninsulas and on KI with a similar form 

at Nora Creina in the SE. The flowers turn brownish with age and can last well into 

Spring. The rosettes have larger leaves than mallee Linguella and are even more 

crenulate. 
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5: 'Veined leaf Linguella' has blueish, hastate, heavily veined leaves and flowers 

which turn reddish with age. There are two forms... the endangered Adelaide Hills 

form previously referred to as 'Hale nana', without the inflexecl tooth in the sinus of 

the sepals, and the much smaller form from mallee broombush scrubs on leached 

sand as at Ferries MacDonald CP and on Eyre Peninsula. This latter is the 

smallest taxon in the genus and the smallest greenhood of all. 

 

6:. 'Warren Linguella' is the rarest of the recognised. species in SA, with thick 

textured smooth leaves and shiny flowers without much white in them. It has only 

been found in and near Warren CP near Williamstown and at Cherry Gardens. 

 

In the adjacent Warren and Hale conservation parks four species grow near each 

other and each has a separate pollinator so that the species remain discrete. 

It is likely that there are other species but as all the collections of greenhoods from 

the State Herbarium have been on loan to Canberra for twenty years, we have 

very little to refer to, but I do recall collections from long cleared areas which were 

quite different again. Careful collecting may show up other relict species. 

 

 

 

Problems in the Caladenia alliance  Bob Bates 

 

Two years ago we thought that the subdivision of the old genus Caladenia was 

complete, a 'fait accomplis.' 

How wrong that has proved to be! 

 

While most of the genera are accepted Australia and New Zealand wide, ie 

Caladenia, Arachnorchis, Petalochilus, Stegostylis, most Cyanicula and the very 

different Leptoceras and Leporella we do have problem areas. 

These problems seem unsolvable at present and for that reason the heads of 

Australian herbaria have declared that the name Caladenia will continue to apply 

to all species except for the long accepted Leptoceras and Leporella etc. That 

won't stop orchid societies from using the new names but will require that the old 

names are added in brackets. 

 

The problem lies with Calonema....Calonemorchis...Jonesiopsis....'Jonesiella'... 

Phlebochilus. Are they all one genus? 

We can forget Calonema as an orchid generic name. as it has been used 

previously for a non orchid genus. We can forget 'Jonesiella' as it is a 

typographical variant of Jonesiopsis, (a mere slip of the finger... or brain!) 

Phlebochilus seems to have been dismissed at the genus level. 

 

That leaves Jonesiopsis and Calonemorchis both validly published. Szlachetko 

published Jonesiopsis as a monotypic genus, for the very distinctive Jonesiopsis 

multiclavia (and that seems reasonable to me). 

Likewise Calonemorchis was published to replace 'Calonema' for the filiform tepal 

species of Caladenia and that also seems reasonable. 

 

Why then do we not accept them as such? Then we could also accept all the other 

new names within the old Caladenia, Chiloglottis, Corybas, Microtis and Pterostylis 

and that is what must surely happen. 
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FIELD TRIP REPORT - Totness and Mount Barker - 218/03 

 

Nine NOSSA members visited Totness Recreation Park on a sunny winter 

Saturday. This 43ha park is situated between Mount Barker and Hahndorf and 

divided into two sections by the freeway. The southern section with manna and 

stringybark eucalypts had many colonies of Pterostylis nutans. Flowers ranged 

from small buds just emerging on the higher slopes to nodding hoods in the 

moister soils. Leptoceras menziesii was another species prolific in colonies, but 

only leaves at this stage. Acianthus pusillus was still flowering on the lower slopes 

with Nemacianthus (Acianthus) caudatus in bud, some close to opening. 

Thelymitra sp. leaves, probably pauciflora were common, and the scattered 

Bunochilus (Pterostylis) smaragdynus in full flower looked most attractive with 

sunlight shining through their pale green galeas. We accessed the northern area 

of the park via a long drainage tunnel and it felt really good to be able to stand 

straight again after a 100 metre walk bent double. There is a dam on the northern 

side, constructed in 1884 to provide water for the steam trains and was later used 

to supply water for the township of Mount Barker. Today it provides habitat for a 

number of water birds and river red gums grow around its perimeter. In this 

damper area Pterostylis nutans flowers prolifically. The southern stringybark 

section of the park was destroyed in the 1983 Ash Wednesday fires and is now a 

dense regrowth of young saplings. Many birds were heard in the park. An 

interesting find was Corysanthes (Corybas) incurvus and C. diemenicus growing 

together. 

 

Orchid species found in Totness Rec. Park 

Acianthus pusillus (f) Glossodia major (I) 

Arachnorchis tentaculata (b) Leptoceras menziesii(I) 

Bunochilus smaragdynus (f) Microtis sp.(I) 

Corysanthes diemenicus (f) Nemacianthus caudatus(b) 

C. incurvus (f) Pterostylis nutans(f) 

Cyrtostylis reniformis (b) Thelymitra antennifera(b) 

Diuris orientis(b) Thelymitra pauciflora(b) 

Eriochilus cucullatus (s) Thelymitra rubra(b) 

 

At lunchtime we looked through an orchid diary from the early 1970s. Whilst we 

were able to eventually work out the name changes over the years, we couldn't 

determine all the locations as a number of these were private properties identified 

by only the owner's name. This provided a timely reminder to NOSSA to keep 

accurate records for all orchid sites visited, for the benefit of later generations. 

The afternoon visit was to the 517m high Mount Barker Summit, a council 

reserve housing a large communications tower. This is a popular destination as 

the summit affords commanding, panoramic views in all directions across the 

surrounding plains. The outcrop of silicified sandstone supports a variety of 

vegetation types. Our walk commenced on the sheltered eastern, open woodland 

of sheoak, manna gum, Correa, hopbush and grass-trees. Immediately cries came 

from all directions as different orchid species were located. Both the 'Hills' and 

'mallee' form of Linguella nana were growing together, but the 'mallee' form 

predominated through the whole area, with the 'Hills' form very local. Corysanthes 

(Corybas) incurvus was prolific. Every step taken on this eastern slope revealed 

leaves underfoot and there were many flowers. Caladenia latifolia, some plants 

with huge leaves, were budding and there were hundreds of plants throughout the 

area. Together with large, hairy Arachnorchis (Caladenia) tentaculata leaves were 
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slim, hairy-leaved, budding, possibly A. leptochila.  

At the northerly, rocky end, in shallow soil, two 

populations of Diplodium (Pterostylis) robustum 

were discovered, the smaller with a couple of flowers 

still remaining. Also, a colony of about 12, without 

searching, Hymenochilus (Pterostylis) cycnocephalus 

still in bud amongst the many Ophioglossum 

lusitanicum (Adders tongues) and flowering 

Wurmbea dioica (Early nancy). Correa spp. were in 

flower on the northern and western sides below the 

escarpment. The exposed western side was vegetated 

with Banksia and sheoak. Pterostylis pedunculata were 

in bud here and L. nana 'mallee' form were in flower. 

Amongst the Allocasuarina needles C. latifolia and A. 

tentaculata with some very large, densely hairy leaves, 

were budding. 

Having found that NOSSA had visited the site 20 years 

earlier on 20/8/83, I thought it would be interesting to make 

a comparison with species found on the 2 occasions. 

 

Orchid species found at Mount Barker Summit 

20/8/83  2/8/03 

Acianthus exsertus (s)  Acianthus pusillus (fo) 

Arachnorchis leptochila (b)  

Caladenia deformis (f)  

Caladenia dilatata (b)  Arachnorchis tentaculata (b) 

Caladenia latifolia (f)  Caladenia latifolia (b) 

Corybas diemenicus (f)  Corysanthes incurvus (f) 

Diplodium robustum (f) 

Diuris maculata (b) 

Microtis unifolia (1)  Microtis sp. (1) 

Pterostylis biseta (b) 

Pterostylis cycnocephala (f)  Hymenochilus cycnocephalus (b) 

Pterostylis nana (f)  Linguella nana 'Hills' (f) 

L. nana 'mallee' (f) 

Pterostylis pedunculata (f)  Pterostylis pedunculata (b) 

Thelymitra aristata(b) 

Thelymitra pauciflora (1)  Thelymitra pauciflora (b) 

Thelymitra rubra (b)  Thelymitra rubra (b) 

 

Surprisingly, we did not find Pheladenia (Caladenia) deformis, 

but perhaps they were just not close to flowering. Otherwise 

species were much the same as in 1983, with a few additions, 

as we have learnt to recognise more species and subtle 

differences within species. Over the years, many visitors to the 

site have not depleted orchid species, although one could 

speculate on the demise of Thelymitra aristata/grandiflora. 
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Bulbophyllum shepherdii (F.Muell.)F.Muell. 1862 

by Len Field 

 

Other previous names Dendrobium shepherdii F.Muell. 1859 

Phyllorchis shepherdii (F.Muell.) Kuntze 1891 

Bulbophyllum crassulifolium (Cunn.) Rupp 1937 

 

It has the common name of the wheat leafed Bulbophyllum because of its grooved 

surface on the leaves, which remind you of a grain of wheat. 

 

The previous name of Bulbophyllum crassulifolium from the Latin crass(us) 

meaning plant with thick foliage was originally named Dendrobium crassulifolium 

and was first published by Cunningham in 1839, but the description was 

considered to be too brief and vague for a positive name to be applied to this 

species. The first correct name was Bulbophyllum shepherdii, which was named 

from the type plant that was found in the Illawarra district and named after T.W. 

Shepherd. 

 

Bulbophyllum shepherdii enjoys a wide distribution from the Illawarra in south east 

N.S.W. where it is very common to south east Queensland but does not extend. 

into the tropics where it is often mistaken for Bulbophyllum gadgarrense but has 

several differences, these being the pseudo bulb is more ovoid, thinner and 

longer. The flowers are also quite different being brighter and more open with a 

different shape to the labellum. It can be found in both dense and open rain forest 

at altitudes from 0 to 1000 metres. 

 

It can be described as a plant with creeping stems that can grow into large dense 

often-congested matted clumps with numerous roots and the rhizome covered 

with dead bracts. Pseudo bulbs are small, crowded and inconspicuous being only 

about 2 to 3mm in diameter by 4mm long, shaped round to ovoid with a somewhat 

flattened look and coloured yellow green to dark green. Leaves are solitary, 

narrow, thick and fleshy with deep channels along their length, which is from 15 to 

40mm by 8mm wide. This thickness and shape of leaves can vary where the 

plants grow depending on the amount of light and exposure they receive. 

Flowers are solitary being about 5mm long and do not open wide and are 

coloured cream with a yellowish tip to the sepals while the petals are small and 

colourless. Labellum is curved and coloured brown. The solitary flower is borne 

on a stem about 7mm long. Flowering takes place during spring but is usually 

very irregular. 

 

This orchid is not very suitable for pot culture and is also not one of the easier 

orchids to grow. I would grow it on a slab mount (Preferably not cork as it dries 

out too quick). Tree fern slabs would be more preferable and hang in a sheltered 

position in the bush-house. It is a very slow plant to establish so it would be better 

to start with a decent sized plant. 


