
  

Journal 
of the 

Native Orchid Society  
of 

South Australia Inc  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

PRINT POST APPROVED VOLUME  27   NO. 9 

PP 54366200018  OCTOBER   2003 



  

 NATIVE ORCHID SOCIETY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA  
 

POST OFFICE BOX 565  UNLEY SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5061 
 

The Native Orchid Society of South Australia promotes the conservation of orchids through the preservation of 

natural habitat and through cultivation. Except with the documented official representation from the 

Management Committee no person is authorised to represent the society on any matter. All native orchids are 

protected plants in the wild. Their collection without written Government permit is illegal. 
 

 

PRESIDENT: SECRETARY:  

Bodo Jensen Cathy Houston 

Telephone: 82430051 Work 8347 2005 Telephone: 8356 7356 

 

 

VICE-PRESIDENT  

Bob Bates 

 

 

COMMITTEE 

Thelma Bridle Peter McCauley  

Malcolm Guy David Pettifor 

 

 

EDITOR: TREASURER 
David Hirst  Iris Freeman 

14 Beaverdale Avenue  ASSISTANT TREASURER 

Windsor Gardens SA 5087 Bill Dear 

Telephone 8261 7998  Telephone 8295 2111 

E-mail hirst.david@saugov.sa.gov.au Mobile 0414 633 941 

 

LIFE MEMBERS 
Mr R. Hargreaves  Mr G. Carne 

Mr L. Nesbitt  Mr R. Bates 

Mr R. Robjohns  Mr R Shooter 

Mr D. Wells 

 

 

Registrar of Judges: Reg Shooter  

Trading Table:  Judy Penney 

Field Trips & Conservation:  Thelma Bridle Tel. 83844174  

Tuber Bank Coordinator:  Malcolm Guy Tel. 82767350 

New Members Coordinator David Pettifor  Tel. 0416 095 095 

 

PATRON:   Mr T.R.N. Lothian 

 

The Native Orchid Society of South Australia Inc. while taking all due care, take no responsibility for the loss, 

destruction or damage to any plants whether at shows, meetings or exhibits.  

 

Views or opinions expressed by authors of articles within this Journal do not necessarily reflect the views or 

opinions of the Management. We condones the reprint of any articles if acknowledgement is given. 

 

 

 

Journal cost  $2 per issue.   Family or Single Membership with subscription $15. 



84 

 

JOURNAL OF THE  

NATIVE ORCHID SOCIETY  

OF  

SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 

OCTOBER 2003              Vol. 27  No. 9    
 

 

 

 

CONTENTS THIS JOURNAL 

 

Title  Author  Page 

 

Diary Dates  84 

September Meeting   85 

For Your Information - NOSSA News   86 

A visit to Montacute Conservation Park  Thelma Bridle  87 

Conservation Trip Report - Yorke Peninsula Weekend  Thelma Bridle  88 

Update on orchids in the CBD  David Hirst  89 

Biological diversity in our native forests: interrelationships between plants, fungi 

and mammals  Andrew Claridge  90 

Paracaleana disjuncta... a new duck orchid for SA  Bob Bates  91 

SA Orchid Taxonomy Problems  Bob Bates  92 

Orchid Conservation News  Bob Bates  92 

Orchid Grid- October 2003  Les Nesbitt  93 

 

 

 

 

NEXT MEETING 28 OCTOBER 2003 

 

Tuesday, 28 October, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. Meeting 

starts at 8:00 p.m. Doors to the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members 

access to the Library. Bring your plants for the table; there should be many 

flowering. Our guest speaker will be Nicky Zurcher. Anyone who saw 'Nicky's 

slippers' amongst other orchids of his at the Conference show will need no. 

introduction to Nicky's prowess at growing orchids. 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

25 November Annual Auction and Christmas Supper 

7 December Annual BBQ 

16-19 Sept. 2004 5
th
 Australasian Native Orchid Conference and Show 

 

 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wed, 5
th
 Nov. at the home of David I lirst. Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 
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SEPTEMBER MEETING PLANTS BENCHED 

 

Terrestrial species: Acianthus caudatus; Caladenia patersonii; Cal. splendens 

(W.A.); Chiloglottis trapeziformis; Ch. formicifera; Ch. platyptera (2 plants); Ch. 

sylvestris; Ch. truncata; Ch. aff. truncata; Cyrtostylis reniformis (2 plants); Diuris 

orientis (2 plants); D. palustris; Glossodia major (3 plants); Pterostylis baptistii (2 

plants); Pt. curta; Pt. erecta; Pt. melagramma; Pt. pedunculata (3 plants); Pt. 

russellii. 

 

Terrestrial Hybrids: Diuris Earwig (3 plants); Pterostylis Bantam; Pt. foliata x 

baptistii; Pt. Joseph Arthur (2 plants); Pt. Ingens; Pt. S.A. Great. 

 

The Spring show this year was a little different to previous years due to members 

showing at the AOC Conference it was not feasible to hire a hall and have a full 

show. But committee felt that at least the trophies should be presented so to that 

end the show was judged for trophy winners only, however having said that there 

was a tremendous exhibition of orchids. If you exhibited and did not gain a trophy 

do not be critical of yourself as there were many plants worthy of prizes, thank you 

for participating. 

 

The winners were; 

 

The Champion Terrestrial Species and winner of the Roy Hargreaves prize was 

Pterostylis baptistii grown by Don & Bub Wells 

 

David Pettifor was successful in winning the Kay Nesbitt Trophy with the Champion 

Terrestrial Hybrid Pterostylis Joseph Arthur 

 

The Champion Epiphytic Species Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum exhibited 

by Brendan Killen won the Wells trophy 

 

This year for the first time we were able to award the Margaret Fuller Trophy to the 

Champion Novice species grower. Jeanette Harvey won with a plant of 

Dendrobium kingianum. (There were no novice terrestrials exhibited) 

 

John & Bev Gay took the trifecta by winning the AOC Trophy for Champion 

Epiphyte, the nomination for the Ira Butler Trophy and the Grand Champion with a 

huge plant of Dendrobium X gracillimum. 

 

The Bill Murdoch Trophy Nomination was won by Brendan Killen with his plant of 

Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum. 

 

Congratulations to all those winners. The trophies will be presented at the 

November meeting. 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER SPEAKER 

Gary Yong Gee used two sets of slide projectors and screens to present a slide 

show of Western Australian orchids. In this way were able to see the larger view of 

the orchid alongside a close-up of the labellum and to directly compare two 

species side by side as well as seeing a panorama of the habitat. The 

photographs were of excellent quality and the show was very pleasurable. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION - NOSSA NEWS 

 

TUBER BANK 2003-2004 

 

Another reminder to Terrestrial growers to check your 

pots to see what tubers you can donate to the tuber 

bank. Please remember to include locality data with 

the tubers. 

 

Please advise Malcolm Guy, 15 Naomi Tce, 

Pasadena, Phone 8276 7350, by Nov, 14
th
 so a list 

can be printed in the December journal. 

 

The next NOSSA Judges meeting, is Saturday 1st November. 

 

Please bring in your Donations 

for the Xmas raffle at the 

October meeting. 

 

The raffle is to be drawn at the November 

meeting. 

 

Tickets are $1.00 each. 

Also begin putting aside your unwanted orchids and related paraphernalia ready 

for the November Auction. These can be books, pots, potting mixes or bric-a-brac. 

 

Articles on epiphytes would be greatly appreciated. There is too often a 

bias towards the terrestrials and your epiphyte articles will help balance this out. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

NOSSA committee and members warmly welcome new members Kerry Ninnes 

and Gary Yong Gee. 
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A VISIT TO MONTACUTE CONSERVATION PARK  Thelma Bridle 

 

A bush walk in the hills during the June long weekend lead to my "initiation" to 

Montacute Conservation Park. On this occasion I was grateful that we had entered 

from the eastern end because it meant that everything from there on was down hill. 

And that it certainly was because we dropped about 30m. in altitude over a 

distance of 1.5km. As bush walkers usually set a decent pace, I could only 

glimpse the occasional orchid if it was literally growing right on the track. This only 

served to whet my appetite to want to find out more about the orchid flora of this 

rarely visited (by orchid enthusiasts, that is) park. The Heysen Trail passes 

through the park so it is not bereft of visitors. 

 

So, on a fine August morning we set off for Montacute C.P. Road access from the 

west is by a narrow track, where one hopes not to find anyone else using it at the 

same time. In fact, before leaving we were pleased to be informed by an adjacent 

land owner that a concrete truck was expected. Needless to say, we departed 

after it came through. The park includes several habitats but the area we covered 

this morning was from the creek line to the steep open grassy, and sometimes 

stony, hillsides wooded with gums and wattles. The higher we climbed the more 

apparent were the wattles (now mature and dying) which appear after fire. Orchids 

were not present in the creek line or its immediate banks, probably due mainly to 

weed impact, despite there being evidence of some poisoning of the blackberries. 

 

However, on the hillside we found Pterostylis pedunculata, Corysanthes (Corybas) 

diemenicus and Microtis species. The first flower of P. pedunculata had just 

opened, whereas the C. diemenicus were in full flower, packed down into the 

bark/leaf litter, the rice grass (Microlaena stipoides) and the lilies. Cascading over 

the rocks and hillside here were masses of old mans beard (Clematis microphylla) 

in heavy bud. We continued upwards and quickly added a couple of species of 

Thelymitra, some sporting buds in the axils. Halfway up the hill and the habitat 

was still the same, but the density of orchids was notable. C. diemenicus, Microtis 

sp. and P. pedunculata, which were by now in huge continuous colonies, were 

soon joined by masses of Leptoceras menziesii, some of which exhibited very 

large leaves. Before long these masses were added to by the appearance of 

Cyrtostylis reniformis in tall bud. By now there was a lot more rock fern in the area. 

A small, but successful colony of Diplodium (Pterostylis) robustum was eventually 

located near the edge of an embankment among the rock ferns. Two of the three 

flowers were producing healthy looking pods. Linguella (Pterostylis) nana was a 

little more common among the Acacias and litter. Some small narrow flowered 

plants with virtually hairless stems were observed here. But one species was 

obvious by its absence in this habitat - Acianthus pusillus. A little more searching 

and eventually a population with consistently large leaves was found. Occasionally 

a well developed pod was evident. By now it was time to head downwards again 

and ironically another colony of A. pusillus was seen along the track! It was a 

successful morning's orchiding, with scope for more investigation. 

 

Acianthus pusillus - p  Linguella nana - f 

Corysanthes diemenicus - f  Microtis sp. - I 

Cyrtostylis reniformis - b  Pterostylis pedunculata - f 

Diplodium robustum - p  Thelymitra pauciflora - b 

Leptoceras menziesii - I  Thelymitra sp. - I 
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CONSERVATION TRIP REPORT - YORKE PENINSULA WEEKEND 

 Thelma Bridle 

 

Well prepared with several changes of dry clothes 6 NOSSA members met with 

Rick Davies (DEH) on the Yorke Peninsula on 16
th
 September. Heavy overnight 

rain had left extensive flooding on the roadsides and crops were looking healthy 

from previous rainfalls. All sites visited over the weekend were much greener than 

last year with moss bright green and vegetation healthy. It was not possible to 

identify all Arachnorchis sp. from buds and leaves during the monitoring exercise. 

The target species - Arachnorchis macroclavia is itself quite variable, some plants 

having only small leaves whilst others are longer with varying amounts of red. All 

are quite narrow, making A. tensa easy to spot with its broad leaves. A. sp. buds 

were in all stages, from only just out of the leaf axil to 20cm tall. A. macroclavia, 

but others also, had red stems. Brown clubs, protruding from the bud indicated A. 

macroclavia, whilst those with obvious yellow tips could be discounted as A. 

verrucosa. 

 

At Bute, some re-caging was done and orchids re-marked, although none could be 

positively identified as A. macroclavia. Hand weeding of annual grasses in the 

area had improved orchid numbers since last year, so this exercise was repeated, 

although to a lesser extent as the ground was now more open. Hymenochilus 

(Pterostylis) muticus were tall and flowering well, the only other orchid in flower 

was a cerise Petalochilus (Caladenia) carneus. Later in the season, the ground 

will be a mass of flowering rufa group Oligochaetochilus (Pterostylis) flowers, as 

not only was there a profusion of rosettes, but nearly all had buds forming. . 

 

Agery took a couple of hours to monitor although only 7 positively identified A. 

macroclavia were amongst the 71 plants marked last year, despite our previous 

attempts at discrimination. Again, some buds were not at an identifiable stage. 

Just as we thought we had finished, Malcolm reported up to another 26 possible 

target plants along the eastern boundary, so these needed to be marked and 

recorded. Pheladenia (Caladenia) deformis, Cyrtostylis robusta, many 

Oligochaetochilus sp. buds and Eriochilus cucullatus seedpods and leaves were 

the most commonly encountered species at Agery. 

 

On Sunday, a morning of rainbows, we met the owners of a site at Port Julia where 

we have been observing orchids for a number of years. Wayne and Pam are 

currently arranging Heritage listing for the site, and with sheep grazing diminishing 

the natural vegetation is recovering well, with few weed species on the block. 

Pheladenia deformis and Caladenia latifolia were in flower, the first A. (Caladenia) 

stricta, many A. conferta and a single A. stricta x conferta hybrid. A. brumalis were 

flowering and several groups were found with A. brumalis and A. conferta parents 

together with their attractive pink-flushed hybrid offspring. The good example of A. 

macroclavia which flowers here annually was open, requiring temporary removal of 

the protective cage while a number of photos were taken. 

 

David Way's property at Port Vincent has the largest population of A. macroclavia. 

A total of 31 positively identified flowers and buds were recorded on 17/9. Several 

hours were spent here monitoring, recording and caging the target species. A 

number of flowers were open, including one large specimen with clubs on both 

petals and sepals. This formed part of a new collection of orchids along the 

southern perimeter of the block. Although no seedpods had formed in the 
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disastrous orchid season of 2002, there appeared to be a number of seedling A. 

macroclavia in the vicinity of known plants, possibly from the pods Deb had 

recorded in 2001. Again smaller buds were found  

which given time and positive identification may 

increase the count here. P. deformis with some 

albinos were plentiful, T. nuda buds were close 

to opening, D. palustris were in flower and a few 

A. brumalis. Two populations of the attractive 

green-flowered (albino) form of Cyrtostylls robusta 

were found. Whilst we had seen a few scattered 

Linguella nana (mallee form), our last find for the day 

was a large colony with about 50 flowers/seedpods. 

 

A short visit was made by the remaining 4 

NOSSA members to Brentwood cemetery 

to see the white Arachnorchis 'Brentwood'. 

The overgrowth of weeds in this pretty place 

of historic graves makes the site depressing. 

Caladenia latifolia have already suffered a 

drastic reduction in numbers and one wonders how 

long the, as yet unnamed, A. 'Brentwood' 

will survive. Unfortunately the local council is reluctant 

to have the attractive freesias reduced 

and whilst discussion continues bridal 

creeper and other weeds continue to increase 

and encroach on the native vegetation.  

We continued on to Muloowurtie to finish monitoring  

macroclavia as we had run out of time over the 

weekend to include this site. Two flowers and three 

buds were positively identified. A number of orchids 

were recorded from the site, including 3 species of Diplodium and an 

Oligochaetochilus sp., larger than the already noted O. pusillus but not previously 

found here. 

Still well prepared with several changes of unused dry clothes we headed back to 

Adelaide and the rain. 

 

 

 

Update on orchids in the CBD  David Hirst 

 

The Microtis sp. at the south-east corner of Parliament House on King William 

Road were flowering in September but another check in mid October saw fewer 

plants (still in flower); the bed may have been weeded. Following the upgrade of 

the Festival theatre car-park and overhead walkway all the Prasophyllum sp. have 

been destroyed. A few Prasophyllums still remain in the garden near the 

Museum's Science Centre but are of less vigour than in previous years and none 

will flower. 

 

 

 

FOUND At Wadmore Park, near Athelstone, towards the latter half of 

September, 3 films in a plastic bag amongst orchids off the track. If they are 

yours contact Bodo Jensen. 
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The following article by Andrew Claridge, Department of Forestry, Australian 

National University, Canberra, appeared in Biolinks, Issue No. 2 Dec., 1991. 

(Biodiversity Section, Department of the Arts, Sport, The Environment and 

Territories; Canberra) [Ed.] 

 

Biological diversity in our native forests: interrelationships 

between plants, fungi and mammals 

 

The productivity of our native eucalypt forests is dependent upon a number of 

factors. Paramount is the maintenance of biological diversity and the continued 

interaction of components of the forest flora and fauna. For me, this point is no 

better expressed than by the example of the interrelationship among plants, fungi 

and mammals. 

 

Many forest fungi form intimate symbiotic associations with the roots of a variety of 

shrubs and trees. This association is termed a mycorrhiza, which means 'fungus- 

root'. Within some mycorrhizal relationships the fungus ensheaths the host root 

system and is responsible, among other things, for the uptake of nutrients and 

water from the soil. In return, the host plant donates carbohydrates necessary for 

the fungus to continue functioning and to form reproductive fruiting bodies laden 

with spores. Research undertaken both overseas and in Australia suggests that 

the prime habitat requirement for many mycorrhizal fungi is an adequate organic 

matter layer on the forest floor. This layer is largely provided by decaying logs, 

branches and other debris from fallen trees. 

 

Many mycorrhizal fungi have an underground-fruiting (hypogeal) habit, which limits 

the ways in which spore dispersal may be achieved. Unlike their above-ground 

relatives, hypogeal fungi cannot usually disperse via water and wind currents. 

Instead, most hypogeal fungi rely on their fruiting bodies being dug up from the 

soil, eaten and dispersed by a variety of fungus-feeding animals. 

 

In south-eastern mainland Australia, the most specialized of these fungus-feeders 

are small marsupial rat-kangaroos called potoroos. At all times of the year, 

potoroos actively seek the fruiting bodies of at least 40 species of hypogeal fungi. 

Spores, present in the fungal tissue consumed by the potoroo, pass through the 

gut apparently unscathed, are concentrated in the faeces and deposited back to 

the forest floor by the animal at another location. In this way new mycorrhizal 

associations or additions to old ones are made. Other small forest mammals 

including bandicoots and rats also serve as dispersal agents. 

 

Increasing scientific evidence suggests that fungus-feeding mammals such as 

potoroos play a vital role in the re-establishment of mycorrhizal fungal populations 

after forest disturbances such as fire and logging. Where the forest ecosystem is 

disturbed many of these fungi may initially be deleteriously affected. However, the 

fruiting bodies of some mycorrhizal fungi apparently survive the disturbance; it is 

these fungi that the potoroo may depend on as a food source immediately after 

habitat disturbance. In turn by consuming the fruiting bodies of these fungi, and 

dispersing their spores, the potoroo helps to re-establish the fungal-root 

association essential to the regeneration capacity of new seedlings, and hence the 

regenerating forest. 
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In the short-term the regenerating forest may not provide sufficient food and shelter 

for potoroos, and they may be forced to find suitable habitat elsewhere. During 

these early stages of forest succession other ground-dwelling mammals including 

bush rats and marsupial mice may proliferate. Later, when the vegetation ground 

cover is restored the potoroo will reinvade the regenerating forest, presumably 

bringing other suites of fungi from the undisturbed habitat within its gut and faecal 

pellets. It is probably in this way that the process of mycorrhizal fungal succession 

in forests is achieved. 

 

Until the forest is disturbed again the potoroo will remain, provided the fungal 

resource remains abundant, thus playing a role in the dispersal of fungal spores 

within a more confined area. 

 

The interrelationship between forests, plants, fungi and fungus-feeding mammals 

is not a simple tripartite association. A myriad of other organisms, mainly soil and 

plant-dwelling microbes such as nitrogen-fixing bacteria, also help to form the 

basic building blocks of the forest. Additionally, plants play a role in providing 

materials for the build-up of the organic litter layer, which in turn is broken down by 

a series of decomposer fungi and invertebrates. Together, these above-and-below 

ground biota interact to provide a suitably diverse set of microhabitats for an 

equally diverse array of symbiotic mycorrhizal fungi. The consumption of these 

fungi by potoroos and other fungus-feeders ensures that a diversity of fungal 

spores is distributed throughout the forest. Furthermore, because different species 

of mycorrhizal fungi fruit at different stages of the year, the resultant patterns of 

spore dispersal may be quite complex. 

 

The process of mycorrhizal spore dispersal in our native forests serves as an 

important example of why we should be trying to maintain all aspects of biological 

diversity. The many organisms involved both directly and indirectly in this process 

are all vital to the functioning of a forest ecosystem. The implications of this 

research for forest management will need to be carefully assessed. 

 

 

 

Paracaleana disjuncta DL Jones... a new duck orchid for SA 

 Bob Bates 

It is a slow process but we are continuing to see a few of the many undescribed 

South Australian orchids named. For some, this one included, it is a race to have 

them named before they become extinct. 

P. disjuncta (the name referring to the known three disjunct populations ... one on 

KI, one at Cox Scrub and one in the Grampians) is a small broad leaf duck orchid 

previously referred to as P. aff. nigrita. It now survives at just one site in SA and 

one in Victoria.... a total of about 50 plants. Although previously known on 

Kangaroo Island, weeds and fertiliser killed off the last population. For an 

illustration of the last KI plants see Orchids of SA plate 73 which shows the brilliant 

green ovary, copper colored flower and jet black labellum callus. 

Although Jones (2003) mentions 3 or 4 SA populations there were in fact only two 

ever discovered. The error (probably partly my fault) came about because the only 

SA mainland site has variously been listed as Cox's Scrub and Ashbourne. These 

two names apply to the one population which was first found by the Fincks over 40 

years ago and rediscovered by Denzel Murfet and Rosemary Taplin in more recent 

times. Cox Scrub is home to all three SA duck orchids. 

Hopefully NOSSA members may find other populations. 



92 

SA Orchid Taxonomy Problems  Bob Bates 

 

Just what we didn't want to hear... The classification of Caladenia is now in dis- 

array. 

 

What began in 2001 with Polish botanist Szlachetko's effort on subdividing 

Caladenia, Jones and Clement's efforts at correcting his work, then both parties 

trying to correct their own mistakes and Hopper and Brown's opposition ... it is now 

taxonomy in turmoil (See Hoppers article in the June 2003 Bulletin of ANOS Vic.). 

If Caladenia carnea R.Br. is really the type species of Caladenia then Petalochilus 

is superfluous and some of the others are certainly gone. The only recent new 

name (as far as a SA genus) accepted by all seems to be Pheladenia! 

 

As for the division of Pterostylis, that revision is not so confused. The argument 

there is simply one of 'was it necessary?' 

I have always supported the need for such a revision and believe that Jones and 

Clements concept of genera within the Pterostylidinae is excellent as the major 

groups are so clear cut. 

 

Of the rest only Corunastylis Fitzg. to replace Genoplesium for all except G. baueri 

seems unquestionable. 

 

The worst aspect of all this is that it prevents many of our undescribed species 

being named and therefore their conservation needs not being met. 

One major lucky exception is for Thelymitra. Despite our sun orchids being the last 

of the major genera to be looked at they are likely to be the first to be 'completed'. 

We may be lucky enough to see most published in 2004. 

 

 

 

Orchid Conservation News  Bob Bates 

 

Good News: over a hundred new Heritage Agreements in the last 12 months 

ensures survival of rare orchid species. 

Some of the more significant heritage additions I managed to visit this year include. 

 

1: Most of the Marble Range on Southern EP. With members of TPAG we 

recently carried out a plant survey which revealed over 30 orchid species including 

the endangered Thelymitra epipactoides. The majority of the range is now fenced 

off. 

 

2: Most of the Mt Olinthus Range on eastern EP ... Like the previous Range this 

area had been lightly grazed by sheep in the past but is now fenced off. Threatened 

orchids thus saved include Caladenia (Arachnorchis) brumalis, Pterostylis 

(Oligochaetochilus) aff. despectans and the endangered Pterostylis (Oligo.) 

'Olinthus'. These last two not yet named. 

 

3: Minbrie Range...also on north eastern EP, an excellent example of semi arid 

orchid habitat. 

 

It is not often we see whole mountain ranges put under heritage agreement! 
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Another area recently made a conservation park is the Burra Creek Gorge. The 

orchids here were on their last legs after 150 years of sheep grazing. 

 

Bad News: 

As an insult to scientific intelligence and to those who worked so hard to have the 

area set aside as our first native grassland CP, sheep have recently been put back 

in Mokota Conservation Park, an area being monitored for orchids by NOSSA 

 

The very cause of past degradation has been officially reinstated; despite the fact 

that the 'Dept of Environment' has put out a poster telling us to 'Protect soil crust, 

keep hard hooved animals out of conservation areas' there are those silly enough 

to put sheep back on prime orchid habitat. The only chance for Mokota to return to 

its natural state is for the hard soil crust with lichens to slowly recover. It was 

sheep in the first place which destroyed this crust and allowed wild oats to take 

over. Only recovery of the soil crust will allow the wild oats to decline. 

 

Well done to NOSSA members who recently added another orchid species to the 

Park list - an unknown Oligochaetochilus. We now have 7 species of orchid in 6 

genera listed for Mokota, all of them in small numbers and now even more under 

threat. 

NOSSA must fight to have the sheep kept out. 

 

 

 

ORCHID GRID - October 2003  Les Nesbitt 

 

This report is at the beginning of October. Over 800mm of rain has fallen in what 

has turned out to be a wetter than average year. Pterostylis orchids attract the 

most predators. Ptst. curta and nana have disappeared entirely. Ptst. nutans has 

about 5% of the leaf remaining yet Ptst. pedunculata has 80% left with only the 

margins chewed and all the larger plants are flowering. All of the rosettes of Ptst. 

robusta have been eaten but the flowering plants remain and four out of the five have 

been pollinated naturally and are carrying fat seed pods. This may explain why 

Ptst. pedunculata can be found all over the property. Ptst. nana is also widespread 

but seems to appear in different locations each year. I think this is because it is 

pollinated naturally and new seedlings continually appear. Two plants of Ptst. 

plumosa have survived for two years but have not flowered yet. 

Plants of Corybas diemenicus and incurvus were not eaten and have large healthy 

leaves but there were no flowers this year. Cyrtostylis robusta is growing well and 

two plants flowered. Thelymitra leaves are untouched by predators. Thel. 

pauciflora is in bud but Thel. grandiflora is not going to flower this year despite 

having a large leaf. I have been unable to locate any of the deflasked Thel. 

antennifera. One plant of each of Thel. luteocilium and rubra look good but will not 

flower this season. 

There is no sign of any Caladenia seedlings from last year's seed scattering and 

deflasking so, not to be deterred, I have deflasked Cal. tentaculata again recently. 

One clump of seedlings is looking very healthy. Leptoceras menziesii leaves are 

looking good but are fewer in number than last year. 

The large colony of Diuris corymbosa will not flower. Most of the plants are just 

outside the grid in the fire track and get stepped on and driven over yet they 

survive. Next year the grid will be extended to include them. 


