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NEXT MEETING  24 FEBRUARY 2004 
 

Tuesday, 24 February, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington.  Meeting 
starts at 8:00 p.m.   Doors to the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members 
access to the Library.  The speaker for the meeting will be David Harmer who will 
be speaking about ‘Insect Pests’.   
 
 
 
 

DIARY DATES  
23 March Annual General Meeting 
16-19 Sept. 2004 5th Australasian Native Orchid Conference and Show 
13-19 Sept. 2005 WA Orchid Spectacular 
 

 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wed, 3rd Mar. at the home of Bodo Jensen.  Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 
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The Advertiser, Wednesday 3 December, featured a short article titled ”Cash aid 
for rare orchid”.  This concerned the ‘leafy greenhood’, Pterostylis cucullata, and 
funding of $13,000 given to Friends of Belair National Park for its protection.  Belair 
is one of the two localities from where it is known to occur.  The plight of P. 
cucullatus was first raised in 1984, again in The Advertiser (Thursday 18 October) 
with a near full page article carrying comments by Don Goldsack and Roy 
Hargreaves. 
 
 
 
TUBER BANK REPORT 2003/04      Malcolm Guy 

 
The Tuberbank completed nineteen orders (twenty two*) which were made up of 
278 serves (285*) and covered sixty species.  There were eight members who 
donated tubers.  A profit of $281 ($292*) was achieved.  Thank-you to those 
members who kindly donated the tubers.   

*   Comparative figures for the 2002/03 season.  
 
 
 
WA ORCHID SPECTACULAR 
 
The Western Australian Regional Orchid Organization will hold a WA State Orchid 
Conference, which will be called the WA Orchid Spectacular, and will be held at 
the Fremantle Passenger Terminal in Fremantle WA, between the 13th - 19th of 
September 2005. 
 
This is the first in a series of bulletins to let people in the orchid world know about 
the Conference.  
 
One of the great attractions for the Conference will be organized tours of our WA 
Native Orchids flowering in situ.  WA Native Orchids are renowned for their mass 
flowering, and September is the prime time to see them at their blooming best.  We 
also expect to have a major speaker on the subject of our local orchids 
 
The venue, The Passenger Terminal at Fremantle, overlooks the Fremantle 
Harbour and is close to all amenities and public transport.  We expect to have a 
free bus pass the door on a regular basis.  This bus takes a circular route around 
Fremantle, picking up and dropping off along the way. 
 
Registration forms are in the process of being drawn up and will be made available 
as soon as possible.  We expect that there will be an early bird registration, so 
don't miss out. 
 
Our web site is being set up as I write.  It will contain all the info you could require. 
 
Tony Watkinson 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION - NOSSA NEWS 



 3 

Electronic Journal 
 
The Committee has been considering ways of improving our Journal.  It is 
recognised that with our current method of publishing we cannot include 
photographs that will copy with a reasonable degree of quality.  At this stage we 
would like to hear from members who would be interested in receiving their copy of 
the Journal by electronic mail.  We envisage that the advantage of this would be an 
“Appendix” of photographs that pertain to articles in the main text of the Journal. 
Please forward your interest to either the Editor (hirst.david@saugov.sa.gov.au ) or 
the Secretary (cathyhn@tpg.com.au ). 
 
 
 
NEW MEMBER 
 
NOSSA Committee and members welcome Mr Lauder Scott-Rogers of Baulkan 
Hills, N.S.W. to our membership. 
 
 
 
Note  
 
J. Miller has a complete set (since it was first published) of The Orchadian.  The 
first volume is bound and the remainder is “almost as new”.  She will be disposing 
of them and is considering offers before the end of April.  Please contact the 
Secretary (Ph: 83567356) if you are interested.  
 
 
 
NEW PUBLICATION 
 
Gynostemia Orchidalium III.  Orchidaceae- Vandoideae (Polystachyeae, 
Cymbidieae, Cataseteae, Thecosteleae, Vandeae) by Dariusz L. Szlachetko.  Acta 
Bot. Fennica 176:1 – 311 (2003).  
 
The third in a series and definitely for the northern hemisphere orchid enthusiast. 
The study is focused on flower structure and illustrated by detailed line drawings 
only.   
Previous parts, 1 & 2, appeared in 2000 by Szlachetko and Rutkowski (380pp) and 
in 2002 by Szlachetko and Margonska (275pp). 
 
Quite an achievement as time taken doing line drawings far exceeds that spent 
preparing photographs. 
 
 
 

Did you know? 
 
The term ‘galea’ refers to the hood shaped structure that is very obvious in many 
greenhoods and results from the large dorsal sepal.  Partial fusion of the lateral 
sepals may add to the ‘depth’ of the resulting chamber.  The tips of the lateral 
sepals may be short or long and very thin and protrude well above the galea.   

mailto:hirst.david@saugov.sa.gov.au
mailto:cathyhn@tpg.com.au
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Copied from Journal of the Native Orchid Society of South Australia, Vol. 15, No. 1 

 
 

 
THE SOCIETY’S LOSS 

 
 
 
NOSSA has suffered an enormous loss! We were saddened to learn that 
one of our most valuable members, SOMEONE ELSE, has left us 
recently.  
 
SOMEONE’S leaving has created a vacancy that will be difficult to fill. 
SOMEONE has been with NOSSA since its early days in the 1970’s and 
he /she did more than should be expected from any one person. 
Whenever there was a job to be done, a journal to publish, a library to 
manage, a show to be staged, funds to be raised, a committee vacancy to 
be filled, etc., one name was on almost everyone’s mind and almost 
everyone’s lips.  
 
How often have you, a member of NOSSA said or heard it said “LET 
SOMEONE ELSE DO IT”? 

 
It is common knowledge that SOMEONE ELSE was among the largest 
contributors of time and effort to NOSSA. Whenever a volunteer was 
needed almost everyone assumed SOMEONE ELSE would do it. A 
wonderful person!! 
 
Let’s face it – the truth is that most of us have expected too much of 
SOMEONE ELSE. As a matter of fact we have worn him/her down and 
this has contributed to his/ her leaving.  
 
Now SOMEONE ELSE has gone. What are we going to do? 
 
We have been left with a fine example but who is going to do all the things 
SOMEONE ELSE did? If we are to take NOSSA through this decade in a 
healthy and spirited state, we must ALL contribute in at least some small 
manner and continually remind ourselves that we have seen the last of 
SOMEONE ELSE. We have, haven’t we!!! 
 

A LITTLE FROM EACH OF US IS ALL THAT IS REQUIRED. 

 



 5 

BOOK REVIEW   
 
Australian Fungi Illustrated by I R McCann (2003) Macdown Productions. 
 
Fungi have not been well studied in Australia and identification of species remains 
difficult for the amateur.  This pocket-sized volume contains photographs of over 
400 species, making it the most comprehensive, cheap ($30) and user friendly 
guide available. 
 
As with the plant guides by Ian, the emphasis is on illustration and words are few. 
On page 111, Banksiamyces maccannii is pictured.  The name will remain a lasting 
tribute to a man who so popularised the natural history of southern Australia with 
his publications.  Ian McCann died shortly after Australian Fungi Illustrated was 
published. 
 
Other books by I.R. McCann: 
The Alps in Flower; The Coast and Hinterland in Flower; The Mallee in Flower (out 
of print) and The Grampians in Flower. 

Thelma Bridle 
 
 
 
 

ORCHID GRID – January 2004     Les Nesbitt 

 
I got a pleasant surprise in mid October when a solitary plant of Caladenia carnea 
produced two flowers in the grid.  The bottom flower was promptly hand pollinated 
and any seed produced will be allowed to disperse naturally.  This orchid came up 
self-sown and may have been there for years without flowering as the single thin 
leaf is almost impossible to see amongst the native grasses.  I also found two other 
flowering plants of C. carnea some 10m away. 
 
There was another surprise in December when 3 flower stems of Dipodium roseum 
appeared, one in the grid and two just 0.5m outside.  These have not flowered 
before.  They have green stems and pale pink flowers with dark pink stripes on the 
labellum and flower throughout January.  The Dipodium’s have probably benefited 
from the thinning of the dead litter and brush that had built up over the last 50 
years.  They mostly flower on the fire tracks where the ground is open to sun and 
air. 
 
The grid and surrounds was slashed to a height of 100mm in mid December.  This 
uncovered 3 bush snails that are a likely culprit for the orchid destruction back in 
winter.  These particular snails have a brown coloured flat spiral shell about 20mm 
across.  They are quite different from the snails in Adelaide gardens that grow 
larger and have a conical spiral shell. 
 
The grid has been enlarged from 50m2 to 12m x 6m = 72m2 to include the 
Dipodium’s and most of the Diuris corymbosa colony. 
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NOSSA FIELD TRIP TO CLARE – 5/10/03   Thelma Bridle 

 
Waiting for other orchid enthusiasts to arrive, NOSSA members witnessed an 
ornithological drama.  A peregrine falcon knocked a starling out of the sky and the 
stunned bird soon died on the roadside verge.  The peregrine returned again and 
again to retrieve its meal but was too wary with us nearby.  We got back in the car 
and the raptor again flew down, grabbed the starling in one foot and flew off to 
feed.  Now running late, we hurried off to Blue Gum Lookout in Spring Gully 
Conservation Park to begin our orchid walk.  Orchid flowers were a little delayed 
due to the recent cold weather.  A few Caladenia leptochila, some with red sepals, 
others green, were flowering with more in bud.  Diuris behrii, D. pardina and their 
hybrid, D. x palachila were all in flower together and one D. pardina x palustris was 
still in flower.  Thelymitra sp. were in bud, only one T. nuda spike in flower, others 
all requiring several days of warm weather before opening and Sunday was only 
mild and windless. 
 
Caladenia. argocalla, the endangered and large flowered, white spider orchid was 
flowering, with a single specimen right beside the track.  The main population at 
this site is now well away from the track which was re-located by NOSSA and 
Spring Gully Friends earlier this year.  A single C. argocalla x tensa was found in 
the population. 
 
The un-named, short-leafed, but quite frequent Microtis sp. had flowers just 
opening.  Despite searching, we were unable to find any plants of Calochilus 
robertsonii or T. grandiflora.  Uncommon in this region, Eriochilus cucullatus leaves 
were found growing on a rock beside the Cascades.  Here, amongst a number of 
small aquatic plants identified by Bob here was a rare, primitive fern – Isoetes sp. – 
which grows submerged. 
 
After lunch, we visited the ‘island’ of remnant vegetation just out of Clare – 
Neagle’s Rock.  With the increasing humidity of the afternoon, T. nuda, always 
plentiful at this site, put on an incredible display.  There were thousands of spikes 
in flower all over the hill, ranging from pale blue flowers through shades to deep 
blue, purple, mixed blue and purple and even purply-pink on plants with short 
stems and red leaves.  It was quite the best orchid display you would see 
anywhere and many photographs were taken.  Most of the flowering plants had 
narrow, dark green leaves, while others, still in pale bud, had wider glaucous 
leaves.  The late-flowering type (Nov), and yet to be named, had very wide, floppy, 
glaucous leaves and buds only 5-10cm high at this stage.  They will also occur in 
large numbers and have flowers that rattle when the stems are shaken, with leaves 
senescing at flowering time.  Possibly these varieties of T. nuda will have species 
names when the manuscript updating the genus is published in 2004.  The many 
Glossodia major flowers became almost invisible with so many sun orchids, except 
for one large flowering group.  Pascal and Eva, our French visitors had never 
encountered so many orchid flowers together.  In Europe, orchids are only 
scattered in woodland settings, with large groupings only occurring in moist 
conditions.  C. tensa, on 30cm stems, were flowering in groups, one having 15 
flowers in a 0.6m circle.  A number of C. leptochila, again both the green and red 
forms were flowering.  T. rubra and T. luteocilium, neither flowering yet, were also 
in crowded groups.  Reptilian life included a brown snake, blue tongue lizard and 
many skinks warming on the rocks. 
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The afternoon was completed with a brief stop at the Waninga roadside site.  It 
was disappointing to see the invasion of soursobs on the hillside which we partially 
cleared from blackberry, hawthorn and wild rose in 2001.  Hopefully this weed can 
be controlled before invading the C. argocalla area.  A quick count produced a total 
of 356 mature plants in various stages and they seemed more numerous with the 
colony spreading northwards along the roadside.  There was the usual variety of 
labellums here, ranging from plain white with pink calli through half red, half white 
to suffused red with calli and labellum fringing red.  As it was a quick stop we didn’t 
record other orchids at this site. 
 
 
ORCHIDS SEEN 5/10/03 
 
Acianthus pusillus   leaves   SG 
Caladenia argocalla   flowers  SG  W 
C. argocalla x tensa   flower   SG 
C. carnea    flowers   NR 
C. leptochila    flowers  SG NR 
C. tensa    flowers  SG NR 
Diplodium robustum   flowers over  SG NR  
Diuris behrii    flowers  SG NR 
D. x palachila   flowers  SG 
D. pardina    flowers  SG 
D. pardina x palustris  flowers  SG 
Eriochilus cucullatus  leaves   SG 
Glossodia major   flowers  SG NR 
Microtis arenaria   flowers/buds  SG NR 
M. ‘brevis’- un-named  flowers  SG 
M. frutetorum    buds   SG 
Oligochaetochilus biseta   leaves/bud  SG 
Thelymitra luteocilium  buds   SG NR 
T. nuda – green leaf   flowers  SG NR 
T. nuda – red leaf   flowers   NR 
T. nuda – glaucous leaf  buds    NR 
T. nuda – late flowering  buds    NR 
T. rubra    buds   SG NR 
Urochilus sanguineus  flowers over  SG 
 
 SG – Spring Gully Conservation Park 
 NR – Neagle’s Rock 
 W –   Waninga 
 
 
 

Did you know? 
 
The helmet of the ‘helmet orchid’, Corybas, is a galea and is formed by the very 
much enlarged dorsal sepal.  The lateral sepals are very reduced. 
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Weeds Invade         Edda Viskic 

 
New weed Species threatens native species in Australia’s north was the Australian 
environmental authorities reaction to the aggressive weed found in Darwin in 2002.  
 
The invasion is on from South East Asia as in comes a grassy leaved, orchid, 
Eulophia graminea.  Like many opportunist terrestrial orchids it prefers roadside 
verges and disturbed sites.  The current report comes from Northern Territory’s 
Parks and Wildlife Commission, “Colin Wilson says the weed can push through 
concrete and it’s not yet known if it can harm animals if it’s eaten.  ”We don’t really 
know if it’s toxic to animals but it grows a fairly large bulb underground and could 
quite easily form very dense infestations that could crowd out all other native 
plants”.  It has been found in wood mulched gardens in Darwin city and northern 
suburbs.  Apparently capable of splitting through asphalt car parks this daintily pink 
flowered orchid is also found in Singapore, Java, China, Hong Kong and Japan.  
 
Though it could become a threat to rainforest or wetter areas and for commercial 
vegetable growers or in agriforestry a Singapore website describes it less critically. 
 “ The petite and cute petals make the orchid look delicate and sweet.  It is a 
terrestrial orchid that grows in Secondary forest areas or even parks.  They can 
also be seen in cultivated lawns, reclaimed land and even at the high water marks 
of sandy beaches.  It is a hardy plant that can be potted in well-drained soil and 
charcoal chips.  Its strong tolerance allows it to grow and flourish.  Hence it is a 
good choice for ornamental use.  The plant is sympodial in growth and produces a 
few greyish green leaves at the tip.  The flower is about 2.5cm in width and length. 
The sepals and lateral petals are pale green with an intense network of reddish 
brown veins.  The lip has a white to pinkish purple midlobe, which bears reddish 
purple ridges above.  The brown veins give it a bronze look.  A single plant can 
bear up to 30 flowers or more.  This adorable flower would make a nice 
centrepiece on the dining table and impress your guests with its elegance.” 
 
Found in a landfill in Kowloon and transplanted for exsitu conservation with the 
orchids Spiranthes sinensis and S. australis.  These prefer swampier sites and are 
found around the northern and southern hemispheres being very widespread.  
Habenaria linguella species are also commonly found in damper locations in many 
parts of the world but these do not necessarily classify for the weed invader label. 
 
Lately some of our South Australian Hills pasture and disturbed road verges have 
been overrun with the very prolific terrestrial from South Africa. Monadenia/Disa 
brachteata.  This has a two pronged approach in having large double tubers and 
succulent green leaves protecting the flower sheath as well as being a prolific seed 
setter.  
 
It is a pity that it is not useful in any way as it is a rampant spring grower, 
becomimg dormant in winter.  Even the recurring rabbits don’t fancy it. Poisons??? 
Maybe!!!! 
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New Records and Extensions of known distribution for Orchids in 
SA 2003 

Bob Bates 
 

2003 saw average to above average rainfall in most of the orchid areas in SA and 
several species previously un recognised were identified in our state, particularly in 
the genus Thelymitra, the sun orchids, which are currently being reviewed by Jeff 
Jeanes.  We can expect a major paper this year naming at least 10 new SA 
species in the Thelymitra nuda-pauciflora complex.  Most of these have been 
recognised for many years and hence can not really be regarded as new. 
NOSSA members have stepped up the field study of sun orchids and last spring 
saw the discovery of several un-named species not previously considered, 
especially in the Mt Lofty Ranges and Southeast.  These species will be studied in 
even more detail in 2004.  Species collected in the South-East in November 
include Thelymitra malvina at three separate locations from Comaum to Mt 
Gambier (this species had not been collected in SA previously).  Good collections 
were made of T. merraniae (The Marshes), T. X truncata (Kangaroo Flat), T. 
mucida (The Marshes), T. aff mucida ‘aquatic’ (the Marshes) and T. aff holmesii. 
(Kangaroo Flat).  In addition three new species were found in the South-East. 
 
In the Mt Lofty Ranges a further three new species were recognised and one 
undescribed species T. aff holmesii previously recognised from the Flinders and 
Northern Lofties was located on a property at Coromandel Valley belonging to 
Nossa member Neil Nilsson... a new record for the Southern Lofties. 
 
There were also some good Prasophyllum discoveries with a new summer species 
being collected and photographed by Nossa members, Barbie and Ken Bayley, at 
Ngarkat and on southern Yorke Peninsula.  This new species brings the number of 
P. odoratum complex species in SA up to eight. 
 
While studying sun orchids in the Flinders Ranges in September the author was 
surprised to find plants of Glossodia major near Alligator Gorge..... the first record 
and first collection of the species in the Flinders Ranges. 
 
With some fifty un named species known in SA it was again disappointing to have 
just one new name..... Paracaleana disjuncta DL Jones. from SL and KI.  At this 
rate it would be over 50 years before they are all described even without new 
discoveries!  Lets hope 2004 is different! 
 
In the genus Caladenia much work was done on the C. carnea alliance with the 
confirmation of the tiny C. mentiens in our South-East and good collections made 
of another new species aff pusilla in Penola CP.  We also had confirmation of 
Caladenia filamentosa in our South-East thanks to the Houstons and the first 
collection of Caladenia x variabilis from Yorke Peninsula was made by the Bayleys. 
 
Among the greenhoods Barb and Ken Bayley also took the first verifiable photos of 
Oligochaetochilus planulata in SA (in Ngarkat).  Friends of Ark on Eyre 
photographing plants of Oligochaetochilus (Pterostylis) on Mt Olinthus on Eyre 
Peninsula also revealed another new species to give the state an estimated 20 
species of Oligochaetochilus. 
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The Genus  Dendrobium    Swartz   1799   by Len Field 
 

The second largest orchid genus in the world and also among the largest group of epiphytes 

worldwide.  The genus was named by Olaf Swartz in 1799 and derives its name from the 

Greek, dendron (a tree) and bios, (life).  It is from its epiphytic habit that it receives its 

name.  Found in a large area, which covers Asia, Malaysia, The Philippines, Pacific Isles, 

New Guinea and Australia.  In Australia there are over 60 species with the most in 

Queensland and N.S.W.  The majority of the Australian species are endemic. 

Growing mostly as either epiphytes or lithophytes mainly in rain forests and on occasions 

as a terrestrial.  They are one of the most diverse of all orchid genus and also one of the 

most popular and showiest of the orchid world.  

 

Dendrobium capitisyork Clements and Jones  1989 

 

Previous named Dendrobium tetragonum Cunn variety giganteum Gilbert 1937 

Named for its large or gigantic flowers, although a species from the lower north coast of 

N.S.W. has a form almost as large.  Found from the Fitzroy River in N.E.Queensland up to 

the Iron Range in Cape York Peninsular and can be found at sea level to high altitude, 

(unlike Dendrobium tetragonum) but does prefer low to moderate altitude.  Mostly an 

epiphyte but again unlike Dendrobium tetragonum can sometimes be found as a lithophyte. 

This is generally a larger plant than Dendrobium tetragonum with larger leaves, larger but 

fewer flowers with the labellum wider and longer.  Flowering is from December to May but 

can be continual throughout the year with the same plant flowering several times. 

Cultivation. Similar to Dendrobium tetragonum but needs very high humidity with good air 

movement and depending on the area they came from plants which were originally 

collected from low altitudes along the tropical coast do not like the real cold climate. 

 

Dendrobium carrii        Rupp     1937 

 

Discovered on Mount Spurgeon N.Queensland by C.T.White and T.Carr in 1936 and 

named in 1937 by Rev.Rupp and C.T.White in honour of its discoverer T.Carr. 

Confined to an area between Cooktown and Innisfail it grows on the outer branches of high 

trees in the cloud forests of the Highlands often in exposed and windy conditions.  It is a 

true epiphyte and is seldom recorded as growing on rocks.  In size it is somewhat between 

Dendrobium monophylum and Dendrobium schneiderae but does not have crowded pseudo 

bulbs they have.  The bulbs are spaced well apart with flowers cream to white with a yellow 

lip and red spotting on it. 

Flowering period is late winter to spring. 

Cultivation Although slow to establish it should be tied tightly to a slab as mentioned for 

Dendrobium monophylum.  Air movement is essential with constant misting and watering 

in summer.  It will not stand really low Temperature, in winter minimum warmth is needed 
(at least 5 degrees) in our area.  I personally have not had a lot of luck growing this species 

but I have been assured it is a reasonably easy plant to grow.  I think most of my problem 

was ignorance to the conditions needed for growing this plant at the time.  To sum up for 

successful growing of these three species I think the following suggestions are needed. 

1.Firmly attached to its host 2 plenty of light. 3. Do not let temperature fall too close to 

zero. 4. A lot of air movement with high humidity. 5. Plenty of watering during the hotter 

summer months. 

 
[A number of articles on different Dendrobium species appeared in earlier journals- Ed.] 


