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NEXT MEETING  23 MARCH 2004 
 

Tuesday, 23 March, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington.  Meeting starts 
at 8:00 p.m.   Doors to the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members 
access to the Library.  This is the Annual General Meeting.  The speaker for the 
meeting will be Graham Zerbe who will be speaking on ‘How I was bitten by the 
Orchid Bug’.   
 
 
 
 

DIARY DATES  
23 March  Annual General Meeting 
7 May   Annual Dinner at Buckingham Arms 
16-19 Sept. 2004 5th Australasian Native Orchid Conference and Show 
5 December  Annual BBQ Picnic 
13-19 Sept. 2005 WA Orchid Spectacular 
 

 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wed, 31
st
 Mar. at the home of Bodo Jensen.  Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 
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FEBRUARY MEETING 
 
Plants Benched 
Only three plants were benched and were not judged nor was the popular vote 
conducted.  The plants were: 
 
Epiphyte hybrids 
 Dendrobium Pixie Princess ‘H & R’ grown by Russell Job & Edda Viskic 
 Dockrillia Virginia Jupp x racemosa grown by Noel Oliver 
Terrestrial  
 Pterostylis revoluta 
 
 
February Speaker 
 
David Harmer gave a Power Point presentation on “Bugs, Pests and others; Bad and 
Good”.  The viewer learned about the life cycle and habits of the insects and was then 
treated to a number of photos that illustrated the above.  Seeing these small animals in 
over-sized enlargements sometimes had shades of science fiction.  Most importantly Dave 
told us how to remedy the situation.  He gave a wide range of choices ranging from simple 
environmental solutions to bio controls, from mild chemicals to heavy chemicals.  Some of 
the “baddies” included scale & mealy bugs, snails & slugs, spider mite, aphis and fungus 
gnats.  “Goodies” included ladybird beetles, lacewing, praying mantis, ants and bees. 

 
 
 
 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE 

 

A reminder that membership in this society runs from 1st of January to 31st 
December in line with the society’s financial year. 
 
Recently it was decided that those members who joined in the period during or 
after the native orchid show in September will not have to renew until the second 
January following.  Those who join prior to the show are required to pay at the 
beginning of the following year.   
 
If subs are not paid the April journal will be the last received. 
 
Subscriptions have been raised to $16.  Monies raised from subscriptions fall a 
long way short of paying the cost of printing and posting the journal.  So even 
those who do not attend meetings are getting value for their money.  The shortfall 
comes from raffles, plant sales and other activities.   
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Nominations will be sought for the following vacancies; 
 

Committee Member 
Treasurer. 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION - NOSSA NEWS 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT. 
 
Starting with one of the highlights of the past year, I would like to mention the 16 'th 
Australian Orchid conference, held here in Adelaide in september 2003.  -  The 
response to our display was very, very good!  On top of that our involvement in the 
conference was a financial success. -  A field-trip (organized by the conference) to 
Belair National Park was led by Thelma Bridle.  Thelma (our field-trip coordinator 
and conservation-officer) was able to show the local, interstate and international 
visitors some of our native terrestrial orchids (and some native wildlife too!). -  On 
the same weekend we held a plant-sale in conjunction with the Australian Plant 
Society.  This sale also went very well financially, thanks to the efforts of all of our 
members who took part. - A very busy, and altogether successful weekend. 
 
A special bonus from the conference was that we could get Gary Yong Gee to 
present us with a slide-show on W.A. terrestrial orchids at our meeting on the 
following Tuesday.  At that meeting we also held our own (mini-) Spring Show.  
Although many plants had been exhibited at the conference we still had plenty of 
quality-plants to judge, and all trophies were awarded. A well visited and inspiring 
evening!                       
 
Throughout the year we had numerous excellent speakers at our monthly 
meetings, both from within our own ranks and others; for instance Nicky Zurcher, 
Brian Tindall and David Harmer, just to mention a few. 
 
In the past year we signed up a number of new members.  We hope new members 
will be encouraged by two new trophies, donated by Margaret Fuller.  The trophies 
will be awarded yearly for best novice grower of terrestrial species and for epiphyte 
species respectively.  So, thank you to Margaret, and to Don Wells, who made the 
handcrafted trophies in his usual artistic style! 
 
Our conservation-members were busy as usual, and conducted many field-trips 
and weeding-expeditions, both close to home and far afield. -  Our tuberbank only 
had an average year in 2003, and I would like to thank all the members who did 
donate tubers very much. 
 
Our annual dinner, at Buckingham Arms, was well visited and thoroughly enjoyed 
by all, as was the barbecue at Wally and Shirley Walloscheck's (despite the stifling 
heat that day!). 
At the last meeting of the year, in November, we held our annual auction.  It was a 
lighthearted and very entertaining evening, ending a good year on a high note! 
 
Many activities, much hard work and many successes!  -  All of it only possible 
thanks to our tireless committee-members and the generous input of our members, 
who were manning trading-tables, selling raffle-tickets, looking after our library, 
preparing the hall, providing coffee and tea, and last but not least, bringing in lots 
of beautiful plants for us all to enjoy, and for the judges to do their job. 
 
Bodo Jensen 
President. 
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How it is done         Reg Shooter 
  
Only three plants were benched at the February meeting, two epiphytes and one 
terrestrial.  The month of February is possibly the one month of the exhibiting year 
that we see few orchids benched.  This reflects the natural flowering season in the 
wild.  Not many species flower naturally at this time of the year. 
The two epiphytes that were benched were hybrids.  Noel Oliver benched a lovely 
mounted specimen of Dockrillia Virginia Jupp x racemosa .(Virginia Jupp is a man-
made hybrid of the natural hybrid X grimesii.  Which is teretifolia x linguiformis.) 
None of these species flower naturally at this time so we were fortunate to see it in 
flower at this meeting.  It was mounted on a piece of natural cork & carried 8 
racemes of white flowers & one raceme of buds. 
The other epiphyte benched by Russell Job & Edda Viskic was Dendrobium Pixie 
Princess 'H & R'.  This in fact is not a purely Australian Dendrobium orchid but falls 
under the category of Australasian, having species from New Guinea in addition to 
Australia in its background. 
It is a very involved hybrid having 8 species in its make up, the majority of which 
are of the antelope type.  These are distinguished by the erect, twisted petals 
resembling the horns of an antelope, hence the name.  
Dendrobium Pixie Princess 'H & R' was made & registered by H & R orchid nursery 
in Hawaii in 1986 and has subsequently received four awards in America. 
The plant benched at the meeting had two racemes of lemon yellow flowers with 
distinctive magenta coloured labellum's.  I have seen many plants of this hybrid 
and they all conform to a compact floriferous shape, very desirable for a 
Dendrobium.  Because of its New Guinea tropical parents it does require some 
protection and even a little heat during our cold winters to flower it successfully.  If 
you can provide these conditions why not try to obtain a piece? 
 
Thanks and congratulations to those few members that brought their plants along 
for us to enjoy. 
 
 

YELLOW STICKY THRIP TRAPS     David Pettifor 

 
Whilst using these traps at Black Hill Nursery I found that elevating them on an 
angled cane, as we are most used to do, caused the melted ‘sticky’ to drip onto the 
foliage or flowers.  Many good show specimens were ruined in this way. 
My suggestion for using these traps is to fit them onto wire ‘holders’ as per the 
sketch.  These are then put into pots of sand and placed in between the benched 
pots, this where the villains are, the pots used are preferably yellow, as this is their 
preferred colour. 
I cut the sheets in half longwise as 
they are just as effective, in my 
opinion.  They are then held in 
position on the holders with staples.  
This is a very sticky procedure and I 
always use barrier cream on my 
hands before attacking this job.   
 
A pot will be on display at the March 
A.G.M. 
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South Australian Women Orchid Painters 
Number 8 

Ninette Dutton 
 
Ninette Dutton was born in Adelaide in the 1920’s.  She studied Social Science at 
Adelaide University and after war service with the WRAAF she studied at the 
Ruskin School of Drawing and Fine Art at Oxford England then continuing further 
study in the UK and USA.  She married Geoffrey Dutton in the 1950’s and they 
raised a family of three children in the Adelaide Hills. 
 
Perhaps best known for her work in Radio and Journalism, especially on gardening 
shows, she nevertheless exhibited her artwork all over the world working in a 
variety of media from water paints to enamelling. 
 
Ninette is a passionate gardener and bush wildflower lover since childhood.  In one 
of her books she writes  “We often had picnics in the scrub.  In early spring we 
went to a favorite spot, just out of the suburbs to pick spider orchids, whose 
strange and perfect forms excited me then as much as they do today.  It did not 
seem wrong to bring big bunches home.  That bushland is now built over and not 
an orchid to be seen”. 
 
As well as living overseas she later lived for a time on Kangaroo Island.  Ninette’s 
orchid collections from Kangaroo Island and around Kersbrook in the Adelaide Hills 
are housed at the State Herbarium. 
 
Her orchid stories and paintings can be found in several books and magazines.  I 
have two of her books. 
’An Australian Wildflower Diary’ (Rigby 1982) has a wonderful plate of Adelaide 
Hills orchids on page 28 as well as several orchid poems.  
One poem I like by David Campbell is titled Orchid and Blackboy and begins 
 

Nodding Greenhoods from the stone 
Like contemplation grow; 

Take care their thought has broken free 
As tigersnake and crow! 

 
A second Ninette Dutton book ‘An Australian Gardeners Notebook’ (Greenhouse 
1988) has a delightful chapter on orchids around her home illustrated by one of her 
enamellings giving a rather different view of native orchids.  
 
R. Bates  
 
 
Request:  Recently I have met several people whose family included orchid painting 

(female) members and I will continue to write a little about each of them.  Maybe you 
know of someone who could be included in this series of articles on women orchid painters 

in SA.  Perhaps we will eventually find twenty or more of these talented ladies past and 

present.  And yes I am well aware that NOSSA has several current members who fit the 

bill.  I would however prefer to do those who are not members first and put them all in a 

pamphlet. 
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EDIBLE ORCHIDS       David Hirst 

 
We have all seen the proliferation of beheaded flower stalks during the flowering 
season and wondered what animal had enjoyed a delicacy.  Even before the 
introduction of rabbits and other herbivores by white man there were many 
Australian natives that would have fed on orchids.  Many were herbivorous and a 
number of these were able to exist in areas of few permanent watering points.  
These included wallabies, bettongs, wombats, native rats and mice.  However 
some such as kangaroos and emus are probably now more numerous in localised 
areas due to the profusion of watering points created by farmers and pastoralists 
and are likely less nomadic than in the past.   
 
The leaves were not the only part of the orchids being eaten by native animals but 
also the tubers.  A number of native Australian mammals dug up and ate orchid 
tubers amongst other roots and bulbs.  Bandicoots have a mixed diet and are 
mainly insectivorous.  Insects are mainly dug out of the soil but as the bandicoot is 
also reputed to eat vegetable matter then orchid tubers were likely eaten.  
Bettongs also fed on tuberous roots.  Birds such as the Corella and white cockatoo 
use their strong beaks to search for bulbs and roots in the soil.  Other birds such 
as the white winged choughs also are known to feed on bulbs. 
 
The indigenous Australians were also reputed to also have dug up and eaten 
orchid tubers.  In the ‘Plants of Significance to the Ganai Community’ by Rob de 
Souza-Daw, Ken Harris and Doris Paton published November 2000 by Woolum 
Bellum Koorie Open Door Education Campus of Kurnai College, Morwell, Vic. 
Orchids were considered to be an important food source for the Ganai community 
with tubers being collected all year round and eaten raw or roasted.  From another 
source over 200 species of edible corms, rhizomes and tubers occurring in Victoria 
were recorded as possibly being eaten, of which many were orchids.  
 

This may have been common practice in South Australia as well since roots and 
tubers of certain plants including Thysanotis exiliflorus, Cyperus victoriensis and 
yams have been recorded as foods eaten by indigenous Australians in the 
northern areas of the state.   
 
As indigenous Australians no longer use orchids as a food source and with the 
demise or drastic reduction in numbers of many of these native animals one would 
expect orchids to fare better.  Unfortunately that has not been the case.  Rabbits 
have generally taken much of the blame but the introduced rat is found throughout 
Australia in suitable habitats including in areas of native vegetation.  Anyone who 
has had rats frequenting their orchid house will know the damage they do to 
flowers of the terrestrials at least.  Their impact in the wild must be considerable.  
Deer released in recent times for sport shooters in scrubland in the South-East are 
said by one local to now present a greater hazard on the roads than kangaroos.  I 
have experienced one crossing the road in front of our car at night south of 
Meningie and my wife, Rosemary, recently saw two at night wandering down the 
main street of Halls Gap in the Grampians, Victoria.  An article in The Advertiser 
(Wed. 3rd March) headed “Fauna fades with plant life in the Lofty Ranges” listed 
deer under ‘Ferals’.  This shows deer are now widespread and represent an added 
threat to our orchids. 
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Dendrobium bigibbum    Lindley 1852    Len Field 
 

Common name of Cooktown orchid. 
 
This species was first named by Lindley in 1852 and since then has had over 40 
name changes, but these have now been reduced to just two in recent times by 
Clements who has reduced all synonyms to just three species.  Dendrobium 
bigibbum is one and sub variety compactum is now known as Dendrobium 
lithocola (growing on rocks) with Dendrobium.phalaenopsis the third.  This may 
reduce some confusion but can also lead to more confusion especially when one 
considers the many hybrids that have these species as one of the parents, so I will 
continue to refer to them by the names of Dendrobium bigibbum var.bigibbum. 
Dendrobium bigibbum var. superbum and the sub variety compactum. 
 
While looking through old bulletins I came across the following article which I will 
reproduce here.  The name Dendrobium bigibbum was given to the species in 
1852 by Lindley for a plant that had been collected on Mt Adolphus Island which 
lies about 18 kilometres north of Cape York.  To confuse the issue, in 1880 
Fitzgerald described a plant growing in the garden of a Captain Bloomfield at 
Balmain, Sydney and named it Dendrobium phalaenopsis this plant was reported 
as coming from Cairns.  However botanists to-day are convinced that no such 
plant fitting Fitzgeralds description has originated in Australia.  Fitzgeralds 
description better fits plants from Larat, an island in the Timor Laut group in 
Indonesia.  This was further confused by a collector by the name of Micholit who to 
hide the true location had given North New Guinea as the location of plants fitting 
Fitzgeralds description that were sent to Sander by him, and apparently also came 
from Larat as did plants collected by H.O.Forbes who was more honest about the 
location of collection.  Most of Forbes plants finished in the collection of Baron 
Schroeder and became known as Dendrobium schroederianum.  
The above extract was taken from an article written for A.N.O.S Newcastle Group 
March 1977 by George Hillman. 
 
In 1964 S.T.Blake, a Queensland botanist, successfully sorted out the identification 
of Queenslands floral emblem the "Cooktown orchid".  His paper was published in 
the Proceedings of the Royal Society of Queensland 1964, and a condensed 
version can be found in the Australian Orchid Revue, March 1966. 
As many as forty names have been given to Dendrobium bigibbum and its 
variations.  However, it is now considered there are only two valid varieties, one 
with two sub varieties. 
 

                             

                                       Dendrobium bigibbum  

 

Previous named Dendrobium bigibbum var bigibbum  
 
Occurs on Cape York Peninsula from the Archer River northward and extends to 
the Torres Strait Islands, preferring slender trees in dry scrub areas.  The flowers 
of this variety are usually smaller than the next variety and usually have a white 
crest on the labellum. 
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                              Dendrobium bigibbum var. superbum  

 
Have two sub-varieties. Subvariety superbum is the one considered to be the 
"Cooktown orchid" and is found from the Archer River south to Mt. Molloy, and 
grows under similar conditions to Dendrobium var. bigibbum  
 

          

Dendrobium lithocola  D.Jones et M.Clements 1989 

 

Previous named Dendrobium bigibbum Subvariety compactum but now named 
lithocola meaning (Growing on rocks) is apparently confined to the Macalister 
Range between the Barron and Mossman Rivers, and grows on rocks quite often 
exposed to the sun. It differs from the others in its short robust stems.  All varieties 
are usually autumn bloomers. 
 
When Dendrobium bigibbum was made the floral emblem of Queensland in 1964 it 
caused a great controversy as coming from one localised area many thought it did 
not truly represent the state also it almost led to its extinction in the wild due to 
extensive collecting.  I can always remember the only time I went looking for 
Dendrobium bigibbum, for having been told where I could find sub variety 
compactum I decided to make a solo expedition to find it and after walking for klms 
across reasonably flat country covered in Ti tree where I found one very small 
plant on a rock face overlooking a gully but while trying to get a closer look I made 
the mistake of climbing a small tree and was immediately covered in green ants 
which was not a very pleasant experience.  After that I lost most of my enthusiasm 
for looking for this species. 
 
Flowering can take place from January through to November but is usually in the 
autumn months.  Flowers can range in colour from white (rare) through to deep 
purple with 3 to 15 on peduncles 15-20 cm long and can vary greatly in size but 
usually about 3 to 5 cm in diameter.  Many beautiful hybrids both natural and man 
made using this species as one of the parents have been made with one 
Dendrobium x. superbiens being made from Dendrobium bigibbum x Dendrobium 
discolor coming to mind as one of the better known natural crosses. 
 
Cultivation Some warmth may be needed in the colder areas but I have found that 
Sub variety compactum does seem to be more cold tolerant, this no doubt is due to 
there lithophytic nature.  Years ago it was unusual to find anyone growing any of 
these species in pots, usually it was tied to a tree fern slab or a piece of hardwood 
etc, but now the better grown plants seem to be found growing in pots with a well 
drained compost.  This can be partly due to the fact that many of these plants have 
Sub variety compactum in there ancestry and being lithophytic adapt better to this 
environment.  Watering is also very important while they need a good supply in our 
summer months, a good way to ruin a plant is to water in the winter, remember 
they come from a tropical area where the winters are very dry. 
 
 
 
 
 

Tacked onto the bottom of an email I received the other week 

 

NATURE CREATED SPECIES; MAN CREATED GENERA 
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