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NEXT MEETING  24 MAY 2004 
Tuesday, 24 May, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington.  Meeting starts at 8:00 
p.m.   Doors to the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members access to the 
Library and trading table.   
The speaker for the meeting will be Brendan Killen with ‘Orchids in situ’. 
 
 
 

DIARY DATES  
15 May (Sun)  Weeding Pterostylis cucullata in Belair with TPAG 
26-27 (Thu-Fri) May Diplodium bryophila monitoring in Hindmarsh Valley 
11 June (Sat)  Weeding Pterostylis cucullata in Belair with TPAG 
24 June (Fri)  Weeding at Halbury         
August (dates to be announced) Caroona Creek CP 
17-18 September NOSSA Spring Show 
13-19 September WA Orchid Spectacular 
4 December  Annual BBQ 
 
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wed, 1st June at the home of Malcolm Guy.  Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 



APRIL MEETING 
 
Epiphytes benched  
 
Species 

Dendrobium bigibbum var. compactum; Dendrobium lithicola (5 plants); Dendrobium 
schneiderae; Liparis reflexa (2 plants). 
 
Hybrids 
 Dendrobium Annes Rainbow Surprise; Dendrobium Esse Banks; Dendrobium Hilda Poxon 
‘Ern’; Dendrobium Jesmond Dazzler. 
 
 

Terrestrials benched 
 
Species 

Diplodium fischii; Diplodium laxum [Bungonia NSW]; Diplodium aff. obtusum; Diplodium 
reflexum. 
 
Hybrids 

Taurodium x furcillatum 
 
Unfortunately the Judging results were not available by the time the journal went to print. 
We should be back on track with judging results next issue.  This months judging results will be 
posted in the next issue also. 
 
 
 
 
 
APRIL SPEAKER 
 
What a magnificent feast for our eyes!  Brendan Killen was the speaker and he presented 
about 120 slides of his own home grown epiphytic orchids.  Each was carefully named so the 
viewer was left in no doubt about any they may wish to acquire.  Several times he had a 
series of flowers that had come from the same crossing; the comparisons and variations were 
fascinating.  Brendan explained that he seeks interest in a plant when he is considering 
buying.  He concentrates mainly on hybridising.  The main characteristics he is looking for 
include spike habit, presentation of the flower, focal point of the lip and intensity of colour. 
Those who were not able to be present missed a glorious array of flowering orchids (in 
pictorial form). 
[by Cathy Houston] 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 FOR YOUR INFORMATION - NOSSA NEWS
SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE 
Have you remembered to renew your subscription. 
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Vale 
Hans-Heinrich Pankoke 

Hans-Heinrich Pankoke better known to us as Rick passed away peacefully on 22nd April 
2005. 
He was a very quiet and well liked man.  Rick was a recognized AOC Judge for many years 
and during that time was registrar of judges for the South Coast Orchid Club for 2 years.  He 
was also a judge at NOSSA for many years.  He was involved in judging at meetings and 
shows for a number of clubs in and around Adelaide. 
                                                                                                      
All who knew him will miss him and his quiet and conscientious approach to his judging 
duties. 
Our sympathy goes to his wife Muriel and his children and grandchildren. 
 
 

NOSSA FIELD AND CONSERVATION TRIPS 2005 
 

PLEASE NOTE. The field trip planned for May 29 to Cox’s Scrub 
Conservation Park has been cancelled. 

 
SOCIAL DAY 

Social day for discussion of Royal Adelaide Show details and what OCSA can do for 
affiliated clubs 
TIME: 12pm to 4pm Saturday 25th June 2005 at the Enfield Community Centre, 540 
Regency Road, Enfield. 
For a charge of $2 you will get a sausage sizzle and sweets for lunch and tea & coffee & 
biscuits all afternoon. 
There will also be a raffle.  
 
 
Dockrillia schneiderea       Noel Oliver 
 
I have owned this plant for 3 years and it has flowered for me every year. 
It is a very small plant that only produces one new bulb per year. 
The flowers are of a greenish yellow on a raceme approximately 14cms long with 23 
perfectly formed flowers.  
The plant is mounted on a piece of hardwood with underfelt covering the roots and tightly 
tied to the mount. 
In cultivation these plants are not the easiest to grow, one of the secrets is to make sure 
they dry out between watering. 
It is an epiphytic species endemic to Australia found in Northern NSW to Central 
Queensland. There are 2 varieties schneiderea & schneiderea var major with the latter 
being the larger of the two. 
Their normal flowering is January to April but will flower sporadically at other times 
throughout the year. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Nature created species; Man created genera. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Another Pollenator Observed .      Les Nesbitt 
 
April 1st was a very hot day with a temperature above 30°C in the Adelaide Hills.  At about 
midday I was standing in my shadehouse looking at flowering plants of Eriochilus cucullatus.  
What had been just opening buds two days before were now dying flowers.  My first thought 
was that the exceptionally hot weather had dried them out.  On closer inspection the columns 
were still fresh so I decided to hand pollenate them.  Looking closer still I noticed that the 
pollen was missing from the dying flowers.  Then along came a normal honeybee that alighted 
on a freshly opened flower and then flew away.  It did not seem to collect any pollen.  Before I 
could get over that visitation a small native bee appeared and pushed its head right into a fresh 
flower.  My head was no more than a foot away but it took no notice of me.  The bee withdrew 
from the flower with the yellow pollen stuck firmly on the top of its head.  The bee visited two 
more flowers and each time picked up another load of pollen.  By now it must have had trouble 
seeing where it was going so it flew out of the open shadehouse door.  What happens to the 
pollen?  Is it taken back to the hive for food?  
 
The bee was small, shorter than the white sepals which when I measured them later are 8-12 
mm long.  This makes the bee about 6-7mm long.  It had a black head and body with a fat red-
orange abdomen seemingly too large for the body.  The wings were small making it a rather 
dainty slow flier.  The bee fitted neatly into the flower while searching for some reward at the 
base of the column.  As always this magic moment passed quickly.  I rushed for my camera in 
the car but the bee did not return. 
 
Later I checked out a patch of Eriochilus flowers along the fire track and these had all been 
pollinated also. 
 
 
 
Loss of semi-aquatic orchids in the Southern Lofty Region           Bob Bates 
 
Introduction:  Before European settlement much of the Mount Lofty Ranges was well 
watered, open grassy woodland with a diverse assortment of aquatic habitats.  There were river 
red gum flats with billabongs which filled with water in winter, and were fringed with reeds 
and titree.  
There were numerous shallow streams, many of them semi permanent; not the eroding-edge, 
grazed messes we see today but fern, lily and orchid lined creeks with water ribbons, water 
lilies and orchids.  There were the much discussed reed-beds such as those from Glenelg to Port 
Adelaide where the main creeks and rivers emptied each wet season, these reed-beds were full 
of lagoons.  There were swamps, springs, peat bogs, fern bogs and much more, perhaps as 
many as twenty different sorts of aquatic habitat occurred before European settlement.  
 
Within a hundred years of settlement most had been altered so drastically that their rich 
diversity of plants including orchids was gone.  Today the old wet-lands have been replaced 
with new but they are not the same.  None has the same hydrology as in 1836.  Today we have 
reservoirs, farm dams, rivers full of Murray water pumped up in the Summer, artificial lily 
ponds and swimming pools. 
 
Most have have no orchids today, some dozen species are probably lost or now threatened. 
What were these semi-aquatic orchids?  Well I am old enough to have seen many of them 40 
years ago. 
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The species: 
1: perhaps the best known was the billabong orchid Hydrorchis orbicularis which grew from 
the Barossa to Victor Harbor and Lake Alexandrina, probably in millions.  Mostly they formed 
a ring in the shallow water around the edge of large waterholes, especially on the river red gum 
flats.  Today this species seems to be extinct in the SL region. 
 
2: there are a number of semi aquatic sun orchids…. and to see what we have lost we only need 
to visit the South-East and have a look at the last few water holes there.  The best known 
species are the blue flowered T. lucida and T. holmesii, the latter still survives in the Southern 
Lofties because it also occurs in bogs but T. lucida, the shining water-hole sun-orchid 
disappeared from Glen Shera about 1970.  Fortunately there are also two surviving un-named 
sun orchids which also grow in water holes ie near Lobethal and Mt Crawford. 
The first of these which can be found around the Lake in Lobethal Bushland Reserve has 
flowers which smell of violets.  Another species only discovered in 2004 grows near Mt 
Crawford in degraded winter-waterholes.  It looks like T. holmesii but has large white cotton 
wool hair tufts.  A final sun orchid which once grew around waterholes is T. flexuosa.  The 
waterhole form has cream rather than yellow flowers.  
 
3: Several evergreen orchids of water hole edges included Spiranthes australis with wide 
opening pink blooms and the Spiranthes ‘selfing white’.  The latter is restricted to Fleurieu 
Peninsula today while the former probably grew as far north as Mt Crawford once.  Both are 
endangered today and restricted to swamps. Similarly endangered in SL is Cryptostylis 
subulata, the moose orchid, still hanging on near Mylor but otherwise restricted today to 
Fleurieu swamps. 
 
4: Many of those beautiful slow flowing streams with mossy beds harboured an unusual 
greenhood Pterostylis aff. falcata which grew completely immersed in winter and flowered in 
late spring as the water level subsided.  A colony of this species disappeared from Almanda 
Creek about 2002 but another colony was found in Higgs Swamp about the same time.  This 
species is critically endangered in SA due to drastic changes in hydrology and swamping by 
weeds! 
 
5: A really tiny, often ‘submerged until flowering’ orchid is dwarf onion orchid Microtidium 
atratum.  This still occurs in a few places such as along the creek at Kaiser Stuhl.  I have seen it 
flowering under water in a wet spring.  Of course it is not unusual to see several species of 
Microtis flowering in waterholes and I suspect we have probably lost an aquatic species or two.  
 
6: Similarly we are likely to have had several waterhole leek orchids, there are several in 
Victoria and our South-East today, most of them un-named and so rare that they have not been 
studied in detail.  Two species have been seen flowering while growing in water ie 
Prasophyllum  australe and P. murfettii in the SL region but neither of these is specific to 
waterholes and can grow in damp heath and swamps too so are only occasionally semi-aquatic. 
 
I wonder what else we have lost… was there a special Reed Beds orchid? Were there orchids 
along the Murray that only flowered after floods?  We will never know now.   
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My meeting with Cymbidium canaliculatum                                     Graham Eakins 
 

This occurred in early 2003, an old school friend and his wife rang asking why their orchid 
would not flower.  I asked the usual questions, when confronted with an unsighted plant, such 
as; what kind of orchid was it?  They had no idea what it was they had been given it in late 
2002 and it was growing on a hollow log.  I knew they had Cymbidiums as I had given them 
some previously, so my curiosity was aroused, I went to visit them at Fulham, a suburb of 
Adelaide. 
 
On the way to their shadehouse I saw a large log standing about waist high from a distance, it 
was not unlike our Australian Dendrobium.  However up close, it had small psuedobulbs like a 
Cymbidium.  I found that some of the plant was dying.  After further examination and 
questioning as to where it was grown previously.  I was able to work out why this had occurred.  
They had taken it from a position of nearly full sun all day to a more shaded position.  The 
plant now was conditioned to its new position but when the hot afternoon sun shone through a 
slit, not covered with shade cloth, it fell on the area which had died on the hollow log. 
 
Cleaning out the section of decay and upon finding a small bulb and lead amongst the decay, I 
said to my friend ‘I’m going to save this bit if I can’.  Finding out where the plant was situated 
prior to this from the previous owners, I was able to place it in a better position giving more 
light within the shadehouse.  I also pointed out that they might not have flowers during the next 
flowering season, because the plant had been moved again and it would have to re-acclimatise. 
  
Early 2004, my friends rang to say that the plant was re-growing in the area, which had been 
cleaned.  The piece that I had taken at the time was placed in Sphagnum moss over the top of 
the potting mix.  To my surprise it threw a new lead much stronger than the original one.  So I 
informed my friend that I too had success. 
 
Wanting to know more about the location where it originally came from I asked my friends to 
find out about the topography and area it grew in and what the flower arrangement was and the 
colour of the flowers, from the previous owners.  It appears that the plant was one of three that 
was rescued from a gum tree taken down in a private property in Proston, north of Kingaroy in 
Queensland.  The flowers are a yellow green with brown spots and are arranged on a pendulous 
raceme of twelve or more flowers and the pseudobulbs are a grey green as well as the leaves, 
which are thick and leathery and are deeply grooved along the centre vein, which looks like a 
‘V’.  They are very pointed at the tip like a spear, I believe it to be a form of Cymbidium 
canaliculatum because it matches all the technical attributes described by the experts.  The 
awards received by John Gay for his plant at the end of 2003 has inspired me to research this 
plant further, the piece I have of Cymbidium canaliculatum, is probably many years from 
flowering; but one always lives in hope of seeing it flower sooner. 
 
Cymbidium canaliculatum normally grows in hollow log trees.  The roots traverse through the 
soft centre or core of its host.  Any water from rain breaks this down and in doing so becomes 
the nutrient to the roots.  Occasionally birds may nest in the hollows for example parrots, and 
their droppings and any other rotting material also breaks down to form nutrients to the plant. 
 
By looking at the following rainfall information we see that the average and annual rainfall, 
which includes the average number of days that rain, does occur in Proston. We can see that it 
will tolerate long periods of dry sunny weather.  Using this information I have adapted to 
watering occasionally in winter and a couple of times during the week in summer.  I also try to 
protect the sides of the pot so that the chances of the roots burning are lessened.  
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Table 1.1 shows Proston’s average rainfall and their 
average days of rain.  This information was collected 
and compiled by Ian Westman for the period 1999 to 
2003 and averaged over this period by myself. 
 
 

 

Average 
amount per 
month 

Average 
number of 
days of rain 
 

Month / 
Measure 

mm Days 

January 48.6 4.4 
February 103.2 6.8 
March 40.2 4.0 
April  34.6 4.2 
May  28.0 3.6 
June 47.0 4.4 
July 29.2 2.6 
August 38.6 3.0 
September 7.0 1.6 
October 62.6 4.2 
November 84.4 5.0 
December 77.2 5.0 
TOTAL 600.6 48.8 

 
Table 1.1 
 
 
Proston is approximately 400 kilometres north west 
of Brisbane and is a part of the Wondai Shire, which 
is located in the South Burnett region of Queensland 
(images 1.2 and 1.3) below.  Proston is 
approximately 42 kilometres from Wondai. 
 
It was founded in 1910 by the introduction of a land 
ballot, reserving 24 parcels of land for international 
settlers, mostly from England.  The parcel was part 
of the historic Wigton Station.  The population of 
the town is about 200 with the surrounding  
area boosting the numbers to around 800 covering 
an area of 1500 square kilometres. 
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Image 1.2 
 

Image 1.3     
 
The land which is predominately Brigalow Scrub, is made up of the following soil types: red 
soil; heavy black soil; volcanic rock; clay and sandy forests.  The forest originally supported a 
large timber industry.  It is between 350 to 400 metres above sea level.  Proston is situated in a 
dry temperate zone where the climatic conditions have hot summer days from 35°C to 40°C, 
and then dropping to around 15°C to 20°C at night.  Winter consists of dry sunny days of 20°C 
to 25°C and cold nights often dropping to 0°C. 
 
The area produces beef cattle, piggeries, honey production, legumes, various grains, olives, 
grapes, and Duboisia.  However the town still has small parcels of natural pristine scrub which 
has been kept intact since the beginning of time.  The people have ensured that it remains, and 
most of this is under the control of the Parks and Wildlife of Queensland.  However it is not 
being utilised as a tourist attraction at present but the locals think it will in the future. 
 
I have urged the two local ladies, who have given me the help in my research, to have it 
become part of the environmental study area for our future children.  They thought that was an 
excellent idea and suggested that it be passed onto the authorities to be assessed.  There are 
several large towns nearby so having school children on field excursions would not be a 
problem.  The town of Proston has a golden opportunity to have their area recognised, thus 
bringing tourists to its doorstep.  When you have something as unique as this, we should all be 
involved in making people aware of it and seek the authorities to be empowered to be 
responsible for its future care.  Many of out areas have been cleared in the name of progress but 
using the natural scrub as borders around properties has proven to lower soil erosion by 
forming wind breakers. The nutrients in the soil also are retained so crops grow better.  
Proston’s unique scrub can be encouraged to re-grow and in doing so preserve the original 
flora, for the others to see.  
 
So as I, myself have a plant of Cymbidium canaliculatum from Proston, I share a little bit of 
their uniqueness.  As those of us who cultivate orchids and in particular native orchids we 
wonder where it really came from, I know where my piece came from and as a result I have 
better information on how to adapt my growing techniques. 
 
Distribution 
Cymbidium canaliculatum is endemic to Australia.  It covers an area from Western Australia 
(Kimberly region), Northern Territory; Northern Queensland (Cape York) down to the central 
parts of New South Wales with some sightings near the Hawkesbury River (see image 1.4).  It 
can stand drought conditions as well as tropical climates near the coast.  Most commonly found 
west of the Dividing range in woodlands of gum trees of the north and inland Australia.  In the 
south it grows inland but in the tropics it can be seen along the coastal areas.  It is found in  
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decaying hollows of trees as well as suitable forks in trees.  The Eucalyptus tree is the host 
plant across the whole area.  The roots can be extensive travelling great distances through the 
decaying heartwood of its hosts.  The rhizome can travel the same way and can appear metres 
way from the hollows.  The orchid Cymbidium canaliculatum can develop large densely packed 
masses growing over itself as it dies back.  They adapt to various climate exposures and grow 
just as well in full sun as in shaded areas. When in full flower they make a spectacular display.  
The flowers are fragrant especially before mid-day. The pseudobulbs are ovoid and the leaves 
are rigid, curved, grey green and it is very unlikely to be confused with any other native orchid 
in Australia especially the Cymbidium we have as they are completely different in form and 
shape to one another. 
 
Image 1.4 

 
 
Closely Related Species 
Distinguished from C. madidum and C. 
suave by its pseudobulbs as above and by 
the lip callus. 
 
Cultivation 
Cymbidium canaliculatum can be difficult 
to grow in cultivation and many die when 
compared to the ones that survive.  But 
the ones that succeed in cultivation give 
unforgettable displays.  Large plants are 
difficult as this species does not like 
disturbances and recovery is very slow.  
However small pieces appear to re-
establish more readily.  They appear to 
grow better in hot dry weather.  Coastal 
areas may need warmer conditions such 

as a glasshouse.  This plant suffers in stagnant conditions, so an air movement has to be 
abundant.  Bright light should be plentiful.  Watering should be regular during summer as new 
growth occurs.  During winter the plants should be kept on the dry side.  Drainage should be 
free and open, such as pine bark, rotten or decaying Eucalyptus and charcoal combined appears 
to be the recommended formula from my research.  Terracotta or plastic pots are suitable.  
Once established, it is recommended that the plants not be re-potted regularly. 

Distribution of Cymbidiums around the World 

 
Variation 
Cymbidium canaliculatum exhibits an amazing variation in flowers and colours with at least 
seven of the colour variations have been given botanical names as either varieties or forms in 
their own right.  The most common of these is sparksii which has flowers from red to almost 
black.  There is a rare form, which has clear apple green flowers with a white labellum. 
 
History 
Living species were collected as specimens by J.C. Bidwell near the Hunter River in the middle 
1800’s but it had been previously described by R. Brown in 1810 in his Prodromus Florae 
Novae Hollandiae.  Its name was given for the high rigid grooved leaves.  John Gould Veitch 
first introduced plants into cultivation in Europe from plants he collected around Cape York. 
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Synonyms 
Cymbidium hillii F. Muell  
Cymbidium sparksii Rendle 
 
Plant Characteristics 
Cymbidium canaliculatum is epiphytic and can reach 50 cm high 

Leaves:  Linear, smaller to the base, erect rigid thick and grooved above 15-50cm 
long, 1.5 to 4cm broad, acute dull grey green colouring. 

Stems:  Clustered pseudobulbs 3-10cm long, 1.5-4cm in diameter with greyish 
green base covered with leaf sheaths from 2 to 6cm. 

Inflorescent:  Erect to pendulous 1 to 2 per pseudobulb up to 40cm long with 12 or more 
flowers per raceme.  Flowers up to 5cm across with green brown, purple or dull red sepals and 
petals, with a creamy white labellum marked red or purple. 

Sepals:   Spreading oblong-to-oblong elliptic 1.2 to 2.5 cm long, 0.5 –1cm broad 
acute. 
Petals:  Elliptic lanceolate up to 1.8cm long 0.4 to 0.7cm wide broad acute. 

Hip:  3 lobed up to 2cm long. Mid lobe deflexed ovate acute with a ridge to the 
base of the mid lobe. 

Column: Short stout slightly acute 1cm long. 
 
The above characteristics of the plant have been confirmed by Mrs Maureen Semgreen of the 
South Burnett Growers Club.  She also informed me that the Wondai Shire Council had 
recently constructed fences and board walks around a large tree with a Cymbidium 
canaliculatum, just outside the town of Wondai.  This enables people to view this wonderful 
sight and preserve it for as long as possible. 
 
I have not seen this species in its true habitat so I had problems visualising the size it can grow 
to, so thanks Mrs Semgreen for her time and friendliness in confirming the above. 
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                                                                                                                                                                               Top  Diplodium laxum 

  Photo: D. Hirst 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Dipodium sp. pods unopened as 
at 25 April.  Minnawarra [S of 
Myponga] 
 Photo: D. Hirst 
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