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NEXT MEETING  27 September 2004 
Tuesday, 27 September, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington.  Meeting starts 
at 8:00 p.m.   Doors to the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members access to 
the Library and trading table.   
The speaker for the meeting will be Reg Shooter with slides of awarded plants. 
 
 
 

DIARY DATES  
 

24 September (Sat) Aldinga Scrub Conservation Park with F.O. Aldinga Scrub 
25 September (Sun) Wadmore Park, Athelstone 
Tues 27th Sept – Sat 1st Oct Orchids of Western Victoria 
8 October  Sevenhill Winery: Caladenia argocalla 
Tues 25th Oct  Special General Meeting [see ‘For Your Information’ p 76] 
Sat 29th Oct – Tues 1st Nov Orchids of the Beechworth area (Victoria) 
4 December  Annual BBQ 
 
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wed, 5th October at the home of Malcolm Guy.  Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 



AUGUST MEETING 
 
Epiphytes benched  
Species 
Dendrobium speciosum; Dockrillia teretifolia 

Hybrids 
Dendrobium Amber Banks; Dendrobium Anne’s Rainbow Surprise; Dendrobium Aussie 
Angel x Lorikeet; Dendrobium Avrils Gold ‘Jesse’; Dendrobium Bardo Rose; Dendrobium 
Colonial Campio; Dendrobium Egret; Dendrobium Ellen; Dendrobium Glamour x 
Bicentennial Rose; Dendrobium Kathryn Banks; Dendrobium Pee Wee x Aussie Victory; 
Dendrobium Pee Wee x Ellen; Dendrobium Sunglow x Gai Ellen; Dendrobium Superb King; 
Dendrobium Troppos Splendour 
 
Terrestrials benched 
Species 
Acianthus collinus (NSW); Acianthus caudatus (2 plants); Caladenia latifolia; Cyrtostylis 

reniformis; Corybas diemenicus (Sandy Creek); Corybas incurvus; Diuris conspicullata 
(WA); Diuris maculata; Diuris palustris; Diuris pardina; Pterostylis nutans; Pterostylis 
pedunculata (3 plants); Linguella nana; Urochilus sanguineus 
Hybrids 

Caladenia Fairy Floss (white form); Pterostylis Cutie ‘Harold Pride’ (2 plants); Pterostylis 
furcata x ingens; Pterostylis x ingens; Pterostylis Joseph Arthur 
 
Judging results 
Epiphyte species 
1st  Dendrobium speciosum grown by Malcolm Guy 
2nd  Dockrillia teretifolia grown by Brendan Killen 
No 3rd place 
Epiphyte Hybrid 
1st  Dendrobium Anne’s Rainbow Surprise grown by Brendan Killen 
2nd  Dendrobium Colonial Campio grown by John & Bev Gay 
3rd  Dendrobium Egret grown by Steve Howard  
 
Terrestrial Species 
1st  Corybas diemenicus grown by Les Nesbitt 
2nd  Acianthus caudatus grown by Peter McCauley 
3rd  Acianthus collinus grown by Les Nesbitt  
Terrestrial Hybrids 
1st  Caladenia Fairy Floss grown by Les Nesbitt 
2nd  Pterostylis x Ingens grown by Les Nesbitt 
3rd  Pterostylis Cutie ‘Harold’s Pride’ grown by Malcolm Guy  
 
Flower of the night 
Corybas diemenicus ‘Sandy Creek’ grown by Les Nesbitt 
 
Popular vote results 
Epiphyte Hybrid  Dendrobium Colonial Campio grown by John & Bev Gay 
Epiphyte species  Dockrillia teretifolia grown by Brendan Killen  
Terrestrial Species  Corybas diemenicus ‘Sandy Creek’ grown by Les Nesbitt 
Terrestrial Hybrids Caladenia Fairy Floss grown by Les Nesbitt 
 
Commentary on Terrestrials given by Les Burgess and on Epiphytes by John Gay. 
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AUGUST SPEAKERS 
 
Before the Main Speaker we had Renate Faast and Susan Lengyel each giving an outline of 
their work on Caladenia species to determine pollination rates while taking into account the 
degree of disturbance each population has suffered . 
Reg Shooter gave a powerpoint presentation on the Dijon (France) 18th World Orchid 
Conference.  Arriving in freezing conditions it did not seem the setting to view orchids but 
inside the exhibition buildings was a warm atmosphere and beautiful orchids along with an 
accompanying flower show. 
 
 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION - NOSSA NEWS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
A Special general meeting will be held on 25th October at St. Matthew’s 
Hall, Bridge St, Kensington at 8:00p.m.  
 
The meeting is called for the purpose of passing a new Constitution for the Society.  
 
 
The Committee has spent many hours reviewing and updating the Constitution over the 
past year or so.  A final draft is now ready and this can be perused at the next general 
meeting [September].  
 

 
Giant Christmas Raffle 

 
It is that time of the year again when I start collecting for the Christmas raffle of which you 
all seem to enjoy. 
 
Goods can be brought in to the September & October meetings; you will see the basket for 
the reception of goods alongside the raffle table at these meetings. 
 
If bringing perishable goods please ensure the “use by” date has not expired [or will not 
expire] and the goods are intact.  
 
This raffle will be drawn at the November meeting.   
 
 

Gill Shooter 
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NOSSA Judges 
 
The Society thanks all those members who give of their time as judges at general meetings and 
shows.  They share the job of choosing best plants, winners of cultural certificates, trophies and 
certificates.  They give plant commentaries at meetings, help organise and set up shows, liaise with 
other clubs and attend a regular monthly Judges’ meeting.  They tend to be growers and are therefore 
major exhibitors at shows as well as fund raisers by helping out and donating at plant sales.  They 
also donate plants for raffles. 
 
They regularly provide articles for the journal and details for the ‘Plants Benched’ page. They 
provide these services gratis and yet it takes four years of study before they can officially become a 
Judge.  Most have also been committee members, President etc over the years. 
Well done to Reg Shooter, Bodo Jensen, Noel Oliver, Malcolm Guy, Les Nesbitt, John Gay, Graham 
Eakins, Les Burgess, Graham Zerbe and others who have done it in the past.  Thank you from the 
President. 
 
 

How it is done         Reg Shooter 
 
A very colourful array of both terrestrials & epiphytes were benched at the August meeting. 
Brendan Killen brought in a plant of Dendrobium Superb King.  This is one of the “Hot/Cold 
Dendrobiums.  These are hybrids between the cooler growing species and the warmer growing 
tropical species; mainly Den. bigibbum and Den. discolor.  The aim by the hybridists is to introduce 
colour from Den. bigibbum and the different flower form from Den. discolor, in a combination that 
allows these orchids to be grown & flowered in the cooler southern parts of Australia.  It depends on 
the percentage of the tropical species used in the hybrid as to the hardiness of the progeny.  It is 
generally accepted that 50% of each is the maximum to ensure flowering successfully, more than 
50% of tropicals would require some additional heating during the winter months. 
 
The plant Brendan exhibited is a 50-50 hybrid.  It is Den. x superbiens (bigibbum x discolor) crossed 
with the cool growing Den. speciosum used to increase the flower count.  It was a tall plant carrying 
two racemes of pink and white open flowers nicely displayed on the stem.  Brendan brought many of 
this type of flower to Adelaide when he moved from Queensland a few years ago.  He still manages 
to flower them here with minimum heating, most of them he grows in his shade house.  You will 
always recognise his benched plants as he goes to the trouble to attach a small card to each of them 
with notes on culture, parentage etc.  Thanks Brendan. 
 
There were a large number of terrestrials benched at the meeting, both species and hybrids.  The 
outstanding pot of Corybas diemenicus grown by Les Nesbitt attracted both the judges and the 
popular vote.  The judges awarded it the flower of the night and should have considered it for a 
cultural award however by the time the judges got together Les had gone home with the plant.  Still 
there is always next year and I am sure that with the skill Les grows his terrestrials we will see it 
again then. 
 
The genus Corybas consists of about 15 species found throughout Australia and into New Zealand 
and surrounding Islands the genus spreads through China, Malaysia, Polynesia and New Guinea with 
one species; Corybas macranthus growing on Macquarie Island on the edge of the Antarctic circle 
holding the distinction of being the most southerly orchid in the world.  It survives there by growing 
in deep moss protected from the gale force winds.  Here we do not get such severe weather but 
precautions have to be taken to shelter them from wind and dry air as the delicate flowers quickly fold 
if exposed to these types of conditions.  Many growers place an inverted bottom half of a plastic Coke 
bottle over the pot when transporting them to a show or meeting as even the walk from the car to the 
venue can do the damage. 
Thanks to all the members who brought in the plants for us to enjoy. 
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ORCHID GRID – 26 August 2005     Les Nesbitt 
 
Another month has passed and still no orchid flowers have opened in the grid this autumn-
winter.  Both Corybas diemenicus and incurvis have multiplied but there were no flowers 
this year.  The Corybas have not spread out much with the extra leaves crowded together in 
a tight clump.  Why were there no flowers on Corybas diemenicus when only 50m up the 
ridge the original plants flowered well? 
 
Another question that I cannot answer is why do the leaves on some greenhoods get eaten 
while others do not?  Pterostylis nana and pedunculata have minimal damage yet Ptst. 
curta, nutans and Diplodium robustum are eaten alive each year and do not thrive.  
On a happier note there are buds on Diuris lanceolata, orientis and pardina with pardina the 
most advanced. 
 
 
Kuitpo Karers Kolumn  August 05      Les Nesbitt 
 
Pots of four species from the 2004 Kuitpo rescue dig were displayed at the August meeting. 
They were Acianthus caudatus, Cyrtostylis reniformis, Ptst. nutans & Ptst. pedunculata.  I 
could have brought along Ptst. nana and Corybas diemenicus to make six species.  The two 
pots of Acianthus caudatus were flowering magnificently.  This species is believed to be 
fungus dependent as plants from earlier rescue digs faded away after a few years.  Treat 
them as fungus dependent and they may last longer.  That means: do not repot, no fertiliser 
at all, add a new layer of leaf litter each summer and allow pots to dry out in late summer for 
a few weeks.  As they are colony forming it is not necessary to set and sow seed. 
More Caladenia tentaculata seedling leaves are showing.  I have spotted them in 10 mother 
pots to date.  The tiny seedling leaves are about 1mm wide and up to 10mm long at the time 
of writing.  I probably have as many seedlings as mother plants already.  The buds on the 
larger mother plants are rising up out of the leaves now. 
The bottom bud on the giant form of Thelymitra pauciflora is waiting for a warm day and it 
will open, unless of course it self pollinates first.  Last year the bottom bud opened but later 
buds higher up the stem self pollinated without opening at all. 
 
 
Climate change – benefit for an orchid species   Thelma Bridle 

 
The lizard orchid (Himantoglossum hircinum) is a European species that has always been 
rare in southern England as the climate is too cold. Named the lizard orchid for its 
appearance it has about 150 greenish-purple flowers per stem, each flower with a long 
twisted ‘tail’ and two ‘legs’. Seed blows across from Europe but after germination the plants 
have not survived for long. Now there is a positive effect of climate change. The additional 
warmth in southern England has encouraged the growth and spread of this orchid along the 
south coast with plants spreading west from Kent to Dorset. In the past 15 years the 
population has increased from a couple of hundred plants to thousands, which should soon 
see the species removed from the endangered list. The lizard orchid grows on sandy soils 
and is found almost exclusively in the rough of golf courses. It is thought that golfers 
searching for balls from wayward shots have contributed to the spread of the orchid by 
disturbing seedpods and picking up the dust-like seeds on clothing. Each orchid produces up 
to 1200 seeds per pod and 50 pods per spike. The seed may then be transported to other golf 
courses, where similar sandy situations encourage germination of the seeds. 
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FIELD TRIP REPORT  -  NEWLAND HEAD CONSERVATION PARK 24/6/05 
Thelma Bridle 

 
Newland Head Conservation Park consists of 945ha of mallee-heath scrubland, providing an 
example of natural vegetation on the southern Fleurieu Peninsular prior to European 
settlement.  NOSSA was privileged to attain permission to access and drive 3.9km through 
the Park surveying orchid populations at 3 separate points along the track.  Fourteen 
members attended on a sunny, winter Sunday.  Many kangaroos reside in the park and a 
small group of these inspected us on arrival. 
 
The soil was white sand overlying limestone with small mallee eucalypts - white mallee, 
ridge fruited mallee and pink gums and an understorey of mallee shrubs.  As a number of 
mallee plants flower in the cooler, wetter months the bush was looking attractive with 
Baeckea crassifolia, Leucopogon sps, Lissanthe strigosa (peach heath), Spyridium 
coactilifolium, Correa pulchellum and C. reflexa providing pink, white, orange and red 
colour to the scene.  The nectar produced by these and other mallee shrubs attracts many 
native birds especially honeyeaters.  With the sun shining a number of white Drosera 
whittackeri (sundew) flowers were enticed to open. 
 
Orchids could be found on both sides of the track immediately after alighting from vehicles. 
Small Pyrorchis nigricans leaves and Acianthus pusillus and Nemacianthus caudatus leaves 
were numerous.  Both species of Cyrtostylis leaves were in evidence.  C. robusta has plain 
green oval-shaped leaves flat on the ground, whilst those of C. reniformis are kidney-shaped 
blue-green and veined.  C. robusta flowers from June to August and these had a few flower 
spikes, whilst C. reniformis flowers in spring.  Four flowers on a spike of Urochilus 
(Pterostylis) sanguineus was a record, the species having been generally stunted by the 
autumn weather conditions. 
 
Diplodium aff dolichochilum ‘Newland Head’ was the only D. sp found and there were 
many more rosettes than flowers.  All flowers had a labellum which only just reached the 
slight notch of the sinus.  One group with dark, reddish marked flowers was almost finished, 
whilst close by a large group of pale, yellowy-green flowers were fresh.  Ken Bayley 
remarked that he has found these greenhoods flowering from early July through to 
September at Newland Head.  Other colonies were found scattered throughout the bush, 
especially under the mallee eucalypts. 
 
Several Thelymitra spp leaves were found, but not commonly, the most frequent species was 
colonies of the early flowering T. antennifera, each with a purple bud well protected by the 
narrow, upright leaf. 
 
Caladenia latifolia leaves were plentiful in colonies, but buds could not yet be determined. 
C. valida (plate 48, Bates and Weber, Orchids of South Australia), with narrow leaves only 
hairy near the base, were again in scattered colonies, but buds were visible, some quite well 
developed.  The flowering season will be delayed.  In previous years flowers have been 
found in early August. 
 
Driving to the end of the track we found spectacular views from the sheer cliffs over the 
Southern Ocean.  A short walk along the cliff top revealed many dwarfed coastal shrubs. 
Correa alba ssp spinosa was particularly attractive with felty grey foliage and large white 
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flowers.  Orchid species were also growing here, Acianthus pusillus, Caladenia latifolia and 
Linguella nana were found in sites sheltered from the prevailing wind.  Along the cliff top 
the view extended across coastal islands to the Bluff at Victor Harbor. 
 
A few leaves were found for Prasophyllum elatum, but Guy Fishlock, a regular visitor and 
Friend of the Park has never seen this species in flower here. 
The promised late afternoon showers were moving in just as we started for home. 
 
ORCHIDS SPECIES RECORDED: 
 
Acianthus pusillus (l) abundant   Genoplesium sp (fo) 
Caladenia latifolia (l) widespread  Linguella nana (f) widespread 
C. tensa (l) occasional    Nemacianthus caudatus (b) abundant 
C. valida (b) localised    Prasophyllum elatum (l) uncommon 
Cyrtostylis reniformis (l) abundant  Thelymitra antennifera (b) scattered 
C. robusta (f) abundant    T. aff nuda (l) uncommon 
Diplodium aff dolichochilum (f) widespread T.sp (l) 
       Urochilus sanguineus (f) widespread 
 
 
 

AOF Awareness Campaign 
Optimum Size for Successful Division of Orchids 

 
We have all divided small divisions of a desired plant only to see it languish for a couple of 
months or years then die.  In my experience different species need different size divisions to 
grow and flower successfully in a reasonable time. 
 
Cymbidiums seem to be one of the easiest genera to divide and propagate successfully.  
Even single pseudobulbs have numerous dormant shoots that readily sprout into growth 
when suitable conditions prevail.  However two back bulbs and a growth will produce a 
mature plant that will flower sooner and larger divisions may even flower that same year. 
Lycaste and Anguloa in my experience are more difficult to propagate from a single 
pseudobulb – appearing to have less dormant shoots; so two back bulbs are preferable for 
successful propagation.  However, two back bulbs and a new growth will possibly flower 
the following year. 
 
Maxillaria appear to do better in larger divisions and the same applies to Coelogyne, which 
may ‘sulk’ for years if divided too small.  Bifrenaria also seem to do better in large 
divisions.  This was learnt by experience when the first species I bought Bifrenaria 
harrisoniae as a very small piece – took 12 years to flower.  Masdevallia seem happy in 
small pieces if adequate roots are available. 
 
For successful propagation of desired plants it is worth considering the following; Plants 
should be healthy, the plant should have a minimum of four mature pseudobulbs (in the case 
of Cymbidiums), or four stems (e.g. Dendrobium), and a minimum of 3-4 strong roots when 
top-cutting monopodial orchids such as Vandas etc. 
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Another view on Peat and Perlite Culture    Jim Male 
From ‘The Kalhari’ July 2005 
 
This item was prepared for COS Bulletin March but I haven’t as yet published it and it is an item I 
was to present to the COS Day group meeting in June. This printing was prior to tile talk by John 
Roberts in May.  
 
There seems to be a fairly large swing to the use of perlite and peat as a potting medium.  We have 
some growers who swear by it and others who aren’t so sure and again other growers who don’t like 
using it as a potting medium.  All this is very confusing to a novice grower.  I have come to the 
conclusion after years and years of orchid growing and seeing potting mediums come and go in the 
popularity stakes, that you have to find a medium that suits your bush house environment and the 
individual orchids growing in it.  Your bush house.  NOT what suits your neighbour. Trial and Error.  
Todea fibre was on the way out as a potting medium when I first started growing orchids circa 1961. 
I started using top grade American Fir Bark.  Without a doubt, for me, and in my bush house 
environment, that has been the best potting medium I have ever used.  Unfortunately as soon as it 
became popular, the quality slipped and the price skyrocketed.  Next I tried she-oak bark.  Put a 
tarpaulin on the ground around a tree and with a axe shave the outer bark off the she-oak.  Very time 
consuming, for very little product, and the bark only lasted about 6 months before it broke down in 
the pots.  I then tried quincan gravel.  The only orchid that did well in gravel was Lc Stanley Page.  
At that time this orchid from Limberlost Orchids in N.Q. was considered a break through in 
breeding. Today you wouldn’t even give it bench space.  I grew this orchid for about 10 years in 
quincan, and when I took it out and put it in bark, it died.  Then I tried pine bark with not good 
consequences.  It was a while before we found out that the bark had to have the tannin leached out of 
it before it was used.  I have mainly used treated bark up until 4 years ago when I shifted.  I have 
seen charcoal, bark and charcoal, limestone chips, bark and limestone chips, cork, both cork sheets 
and cork chips, and compressed cork as potting medium come and go.  Whether it was Australian or 
exotic orchids that were potted.  
I have also tried sphagnum moss without success.  I think you have to have a very vigilant watering 
program for this medium.  I know some growers who get marvellous results using this medium.  Not 
me.  When I shifted I had a close look at the Peat and Perlite mix being used.  It was 1: 8.  I did not 
feel happy with so little peat that I used a 1: 6 mix.  As nearly all my collection needed repotting I 
happily went ahead and potted with 1: 6.  That was in September.  We had that extremely hot 
December and January.  All orchids did marvelously well.  There is a very high humidity factor in 
my bush house.  
That extreme hot summer was followed by a very cold winter.  The Dendrocoryne Dendrobiums did 
not do well at all in that winter.  I lost a few and most went backwards.  So much so that I removed 
them all and put them back in bark.  Last year when I repotted I used different mixes for different 
orchids.  Anything that was in Peat and Perlite and not looking so good went into bark, and those in 
bark that didn’t look so good went into a Peat and Perlite mix.  It was 1 part german peat to 8 parts 
large perlite.  The exception were the semi-terete Vandas.  I used a 1: 8 mix of coconut peat to large 
perlite.  They seemed to love the mix - well not the mix in theft own pots, but the mix in their 
neighbour’s pots.  
So this year I am altering the mix once again to see how it goes. See if it suits my conditions. For a 
few, I am using 1 part compressed coconut peat 10 parts super grade Perlite. I buy a brick of 
compressed coconut peat for about $2. I cut the brick into 1/3rd. This 1/3rd I throw into a 5 litre 
bucket of water in the morning. That afternoon (the compressed fibre has swelled up to almost fill 
the bucket) I tip it all out into a sieve I have. The next afternoon I put the hose into the top of the bag 
of perlite for a few minutes. Just to settle the dust. I then get a 5 inch squat pot, and into a 5 litre 
bucket I put 3 pots of perlite, then ½ pot of fibre from the sieve, as much blood and bone that I can 
pick up with my thumb and first 2 fingers, then 2 pots of  
perlite.  This I mix with my hand until I think it is well distributed, then I pour that into a poly 
garbage bin  
I keep this up until the peat is finished and that makes about 2 rubbish bins of mix.  
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The perceived advantages of this are:- You don’t have to buy a big bag of german peat.  Lord only 
knows how many years it will take you to use up a bag of german peat.  You don’t have to sieve the 
peat, as you have to with the german peat. and you don’t then need a dusk mask.  The coconut peat is 
supposed to be pH neutral whereas the german peat is slightly acid.  Using the coconut peat means 
you don’t have to add dolomite to the mix.  The perceived disadvantage I think will be that you will 
have to repot every 2 years as there won’t be any fibre left in the mix by that time.  Time no doubt 
will tell me if this suits my bush house conditions.  It is the winter that caused the problem.  The first 
one was so much colder than the next 2 we had here in Morayfield.  Morayfield is hotter in summer 
and colder in winter that where I was in Beerburrum.  
The other things I am doing when repotting:- (1). I put about 1 and ½ inches of gravel in the bottom 
of the pots.  This gives me good drainage; It means less potting medium being used (and I believe 
that we use too much potting medium on our epiphyte orchids, particularly Dendrocoryne 
Dendrobiums); This gravel being heavy, helps lower the centre of gravity in the pot so there is less 
chance of the pot tipping over.  (2) I also select a pot that allows for about 2 years growth - this 
decision gets over ridden if the active roots of the plant being repotted need a larger pot.  (3.) The 3rd 
thing I am doing this year with the peat and perlite repotting is that instead of using gravel on top of 
the peat and perlite to help keep the mix from being washed out of the pot, and to stop the perlite 
from going green with the light, I am using bark.  I feel that with the colder conditions here where I 
am, the bark will be a better insulator than the gravel.  This is all conjecture.  Time will tell.  Ask me 
in 2 years time if it was a success.  
Now about the bark.  I go to Bunnings or Macro or one of those and buy a bag of processed pine 
bark.  I tip it into a rubbish bin and fill with water.  In 4 days I have a look at the colour of the water. 
If still clear I scoop the bark that is floating and put it into a sieve, to allow the excess water to drain 
off.  I allow this to dry in the sun and then put it in a pot for later use.  What remains in the rubbish 
bin ( about 50% of the bag) goes into the garden to help build up the humus (You wouldn’t want this 
in your orchid mix YUK.)  There will be an odd bit of wood chip amongst the bark that floated. You 
just have to pick it out as you add that small layer to the top of the peat and perlite.  If the water isn’t 
clear, then you have to empty the water out and refill until such times as the tannin is gone.  I haven’t 
had this problem with the processed bark I buy.  I don’t use this bark for potting up orchids.  Only 
for that thin layer for insulation on top of the peat and perlite.  
You probably gathered it is a suck it and see situation.  Time may prove me wrong in believing that 
coconut peat will be as good as the german peat.  No doubt I will find out if it suits the conditions 
that are in my bush house.  
My bush house is made of weld mesh.  A hip roof.  It faces north.  It is 15 ft x 15 ft.  It has brown 
shade cloth and a layer of Solarweave for the roof.  The sides are green 50% shade cloth.  The 
southern and western wall has Solarweave as well, up to 6 ft high.  It has manual overhead watering 
system.  The floor is a well of gravel.  Between 4 and 6 inches deep.  The gravel sits on black plastic.  
This make a well for water to remain and help inc ease the humidity in the bush house.  I think the 
overall message I am trying to convey is that you pot to suit each orchid and the conditions that it 
will have to endure inside your bush house.  NOT what someone else does.  I am still trying to 
improve my potting regime to suit my conditions.  How about you?  Think about the concept, YOUR 
orchid, your bush house conditions NOT some one else’s.  
 
I did this article some 4 months ere I printed it. Since then I have made an observation about the 
coconut peat.  The peat & perlite mix made with coconut peat has to be kept damp in the rubbish bin. 
If it is allowed to dry out, the peat does not stick to the perlite as does german peat.  So keep the lid 
on the bin and occasionally make sure the mix is still just slightly damp.  
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