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The Native Orchid Society of South Australia meets every 

4th Tuesday of the months February -November 
 

NEXT MEETING  24 JULY 2007 

Tuesday, 24 July, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington.  Meeting starts at 8:00 
p.m.   Doors to the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members access to the Library, 
trading table and to set up plants for show on the benches.   
The speaker for July is Doug Bickerton on Threatened Orchids of South Australia.   
 

DIARY DATES  
Sunday 22nd July   Scott Creek, Greenhoods & Diplodiums 
Friday 3rd August   Morialta for Cyrtostylis 
Saturday 4th August  Jenkins Scrub and Cromer Cons Park, helmet orchids 
mid August   Gawler Ranges 
Sunday 26th August   Totness Recreation Park and Mt Barker summit 
22-23 September   ANNUAL SHOW 
Sunday 2nd December  Xmas BBQ 

 
 
 
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wed, 1st August at the home of Bodo Jensen.  Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 

Next NOSSA Judges Meeting Date - Saturday August 4th 



JUNE MEETING 
Plants Benched 
 
Epiphyte species 
Dockrillia rigida  (2 plants) 
Epiphyte hybrids 
Dendrobium Alick Dockrill; Den. Annes Rainbow Surprise, Den. Beryl Wuth; Den. Coffs 
Bonza (2 plants); Den. Jesmond Dazzler; Sarcochilus melba. 
 
Terrestrial species 
Acianthus pusillus ‘Kuitpo’ (3 plants); Acianthus scoliosa (Qld); Diplodium robustum; 
Linguella nana; Pterostylis nutans; Taurantha concinna; Taurantha ophioglossa; Urochilus 
sanguineus (2 plants). 
Terrestrial hybrids 
Pterostylis Rogoff; Pt. Toveyana [=X Taurodium toveyanum]. 
 
Judging results  
Epiphyte species 
1st   Dockrillia rigida grown by Noel Oliver 
2nd  Dockrillia rigida grown by Noel Oliver 
No 3rd  
 
Epiphyte hybrids 
1st  Dendrobium Annes Rainbow Surprise grown by David Cammack 
2nd  Dendrobium Coffs Bonza grown by David Cammack 
3rd  Dendrobium Alick Dockrill grown by David Cammack 
 
Terrestrial species 
1st   Urochilus sanguineus grown by Les Nesbitt 
2nd  Acianthus pusillus grown by Malcolm Guy  
3rd  Diplodium robustum grown by Les Nesbitt 
 
Terrestrial hybrids 
1st  Pterostylis Toveyana grown by Malcolm Guy 
2nd  Pterostylis Rogoff grown by Les Nesbitt 
No 3rd  
 
Popular vote results 
Terrestrial species 
Acianthus pusillus grown by Malcolm Guy 
Terrestrial hybrid 
Pterostylis Rogoff grown by Les Nesbitt 
Epiphyte species 
Dockrillia rigida grown by Noel Oliver 
Epiphyte hybrid 
Dendrobium Alick Dockrill grown by David Cammack 
Orchid of the Night 
Urochilus sanguineus grown by Les Nesbitt 
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JUNE Speaker 
Graham Zerbe gave a powerpoint presentation on the 17th AOC Conference held at Port 
Macquarie NSW.  They went in group in a chartered bus, enjoyed tours of orchid nurseries 
as well as the conference show and dinner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Field Trips for July-August 
 
Sunday 22nd July (the last weekend of the school holidays).  We will be looking for 
Diplodiums and Greenhoods.  This day is at Scott Creek Conservation Park via Coromandel 
Valley and there are few if any directional signs.  Meet at the corner of Dorsett Vale and 
Cherry Gardens Roads with a picnic packed ready for another full day.  As usual, the early 
birds get to have their coffee before we head off by 10am.  The park is steep in parts with 
deep gullies, gurgling creeks, rare black cockatoos, abundant wild flowers and bushland 
views. (details of the parks lifted from 40 Real bushwalks around Adelaide by George Driscoll) 
 
Friday August 3rd at 10am.  Cyrtostylis special walk at Morialta.  Meet at interpretation 
Centre in the Gorge.  Looking at both red and green flowered C. robusta and C. reniformis 
for comparison.  [This field-trip note from B. Bates] 
 
Saturday 4th August 
We will explore Cromer Conservation Park which is very tiny, and Jenkins Scrub.  These 
are both in Mt Crawford where earlier trips in July have proven to be really interesting and 
worthwhile.  Meet in Birdwood near the Post Office and Mill where there are toilets.  We 
will follow Cromer Road to the Park and continue to Jenkins Scrub after lunch.  As usual, 
pack your thermos and picnic lunch.  Be ready to head off at 10, so early arrivers can enjoy 
their coffee and a chat. 
 
Sunday 26th August 
This will find us in Totness Recreation Park and exploring Mount Barker summit.  It's the 
same picnic and thermos deal.  My suggestion is to meet in Mount Barker at the park just 
past Auchendarroch, the big old house which now houses a restaurant and cinema complex. 
 
Contact Susan Secomb 85246248 or 0409091030 with any queries. 
 
Gawler Ranges Regional Park is the Park of the Year for study.  Contact Peter McCauley 
83376181 who will be leading this camping trip for the grey nomads from approximately 
Sunday 12th August. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION - NOSSA NEWS 

ARTICLES/ITEMS FOR THE JOURNAL 
 

Closing date is Friday 10th August for the August Journal 

SOUTH COAST ORCHID CLUB SHOW 
Victor Harbor Lutheran Church 

Thursday August 16th-Sunday August 19th 
Thurs. 12-6pm; Fri., Sat. 10am-6pm; Sun. 12-4:30pm 

Entry $2.00 



Vale Don Wells. 
 
The Native Orchid Society of South Australia has just celebrated its thirtieth anniversary. Don and 
Bub Wells were foundation members of NOSSA. 
 
Dr Peter Hornsby remembers that in the second year of the Society he had organised the Society’s 
Field Trips.  For many of the longer excursions, Peter and his son Myall travelled with Don and Bub, 
and got to know them extremely well. 
 
Whenever they were near a railway line or crossed a level crossing, Don would sound the horn; as he 
said: “To wake the sleepers”.  It created a lasting impression on Peter’s four-year-old son.  
 
Don’s interests in native orchids began many years earlier, during war service in Queensland, when 
he found that the ‘weeds’ growing in the thatched roof of his hut were actually orchids.  That interest 
lasted throughout the rest of his life; and he spent many years cultivating them in his own home. 
 
Here in Adelaide, all our naturally-occurring orchids are found on the ground, and our excursions 
enabled Don to further extend his knowledge. 
 
Around that time 30 years ago, broad-scale land clearance was still occurring, although there were 
clear signs the practice would soon be curtailed here in South Australia.  With the permission of the 
land-owners, the Society avidly combed areas due to be cleared, and collected all the orchids that 
could be found.  That really gave Don the opportunity he was looking for, and he did two things.  He 
organised excursions by older members of the Society to recover these orchids.  They eventually 
became known as the MOP Group – Midweek, Observation, and Pleasure Group.  [Well, what they 
told us was that they were recovering orchids, but with a name like that; who knows!].  And 
secondly Don began the Society’s Orchid Seed and Tuber Bank.  This latter function he continued 
for many years after recovery of orchids from the wild had ceased. 
 
In 1988, in recognition of his activities, the Society awarded him Life Membership.  As an 
invaluable partner for Don, perhaps the honour should have gone to Bub as well. 
 
Don and Bub’s supported the Society’s shows with an exhibit from the first show. Usually it was an 
attractive floor display full of well grown plants. Don was one of the few growers who could 
cultivate both epiphytes and terrestrials to perfection. 
 
In later years, despite his deteriorating health, he hand crafted a number of wooden perpetual 
trophies for NOSSA to present to show winners each year. Each one is unique. These beautifully 
made works of art are a lasting tribute to Don’s woodworking skills. 
 
That was what he did.  What kind of a person was he? 
 
Running the Tuber Bank was never a glamour role.  It required diligence, perseverance and 
meticulousness.  It was a role Don loved, and characterised the sort of person he was – quietly 
efficient, with a genuine and at times self-deprecating sense of humour – a gentle man in every sense 
of the words.  His jokes and yarns entertained us time and again. 
 
Don helped to make the world a better place, and we all feel privileged to have had him as a friend.  
His passing will create a gap that will be hard to fill. 
 
Our thoughts are very much with Bub at this special time; Don and Bub were such close and loving 
partners together. 
 
Go in peace, Don; and forever rest in peace. 
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Wild lavender: a friend or foe of orchids in the Clare Valley 
R. Bates  

 
Much has been written about orchids in the Clare Valley in the last few years and lavender is usually 
listed as a serious threat to these orchids.  Since June 2000 fifty four separate properties have been 
surveyed in this rich vine-growing area 100km north of Adelaide and wild lavender (Lavandula 
stoechas) has been recorded on all properties.  This lavender germinated in billions after the 1983 
bush-fires and was one of the few plants not eaten to ground level by sheep and kangaroos.   
NOSSA has been involved in a good deal of lavender removal, ostensibly to assist threatened orchid 
species like Arachnorchis argocalla.  So far we have noticed that orchid populations decrease where 
lavender is removed but increase in areas left untouched. 
In fact it is quite obvious that in reserves such as Neagles Rock where lavender dominates the 
understorey some orchid species are thriving.  The scented sun-orchid Thelymitra glaucophylla for 
example has huge populations there with great clumps of plants sticking up through quite dense 
lavender. 
 
Recently the author has had the opportunity to walk through properties not visited since the late 
1970’s and in every case orchids were numerous in lavender covered slopes but largely absent from 
areas devoid of lavender.  Twenty years ago there were very few orchids on these blocks so most of 
the populations have established since Ash Wednesday.  It was surprising this month to see 
enormous flowers of the shell green-hood Diplodium robustum in dense lavender and very few in the 
open nearby.  A close check revealed leaves of many other orchid species growing with them. 
It would appear that the lavender offers protection from frosts and grazing animals particularly 
kangaroos and euros but also rabbits and to a lesser extent sheep.  Quite clearly sheep do eat the 
lavender as there is very little of it in heavily grazed paddocks nearby. 
 
Naturally it would be preferable that the orchids were sheltered by native shrubs such as Pultenea 
and Bursaria but these are at present being hammered by roos and rabbits so it seems that shelter 
provided by lavender is better than no shelter. 
There is not a lot of competition between orchids and lavender for nutrients as the lavender is deep 
rooted and the orchid’s roots are mostly in the leaf litter and moss which collects under the lavender. 
We hope this year to add a few more species to the orchid list for the Clare Valley but much more 
rain is needed in the next few months. 
 
 
Orchid Grid July 07        Les Nesbitt 
 
A potful of plants of Caladenia latifolia transplanted last year have all reappeared with healthy 
leaves but it is too early to see flower buds.  It would be nice to see pink flowers in spring. 
One leaf of Pyrorchis nigricans has come up in a patch of sand that I used to fill an old stump hole. 
Last year there were 2 or 3 leaves I think so this species is going backwards.  My plants from Kuitpo 
are still alive in pots and are multiplying.  One pot was potted-on into a 300mm clay squat pot so that 
a fire can be lit over it this summer to try to stimulate flowering next year.  I will have to bring the 
pot down to the city to do this because fires are not allowed in the Hills in summer.  I treat this 
species as fungus dependent. 
I now have a clump of Diuris Pioneer (orientis x pardina) growing due to vegetative multiplication. 
Some of the 4 or so plants look strong enough to flower.  One parent, Diuris orientis, is well 
established on the eastern side of the grid.  The colony is slowly spreading out year by year. 
Unfortunately it wants to move out into the road rather than into the centre of the grid.  It is a shy 
flowering species.  It is a bit like Dendrobium speciosum, flowering better in some years than others.  
The whole colony flowers after a bushfire. 
Finally Thelymitra antennifera has established a foothold with four adult leaves showing this year. 
This species likes good drainage and hates wet feet in Spring.  I have planted it in raised ground 
against the northern side of a stump where it seems to be happy. 
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Rescuing apparently ‘dead’ orchids.     By Brendan Killen 
 
In late Spring 2006, I had an ‘open shade house’ event at my place in Belair, South Australia.   As 
part of the programme, I demonstrated how I rescue orchids that have all but died.  My 
demonstration was based on many years of experience in not giving in to the demons that cause 
orchids to expire. 
 
I used two orchids that everyone attending agreed would normally be tossed into the rubbish bin or 
compost – all bare canes; heavily shrivelled; all new growth ‘eyes’ at the base of the canes chewed-
out by insects.  In other words, an apparently hopeless situation.  I’ve never given up on these 
terminal plants, believing that they still had life in the old canes along as they hadn’t turned to 
fermented mush. 
 
I also used an apparently ‘dead’ cane from a treasured orchid that I was hoping would eventually 
produce a back-up plant using the method I describe in the following text. 
 
In one case (Dendrobium Jayden), I cut the canes into a number of segments and stuck them into a 
pot with heavily compressed sphagnum moss, topped with river gravel to suppress the moss from 
growing and overtaking the pot.  In the other two cases (Den. Alick Dockrill, & Den. Sarah Jane), I 
cut the canes into segments and placed them in a pot of small composted bark. 
 
The following photographs were taken about 3 months after the repotting demonstration and after the 
plants were relocated to Brisbane.  They demonstrate the benefit of the right technique and a ‘don’t 
give up’ attitude.  This technique has not failed me yet, allowing me to rescue many prized plants 
that have gone on to be show-bench winners. 
 
PLANT #1 – Dendrobium Jayden “Jane”. 
 

 
 
This photo illustrates the emerging new growth on a Den. Jayden “Jane”.  This is the first evidence 
that success is at hand.  It is also the first new growth discovered on this plant before I inspect the 
canes further to see if there are any other new growths buried within the sphagnum moss. 
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In this photo, you can see that the new growth is very pale from having emerged from deep in the 
sphagnum moss with little exposure to light.  The juvenile roots can be seen emerging on the right 
hand side. 
 
 
 

 
 
A closer inspection reveals another growth, on the other side.  Note that both growths are not coming 
from the ‘eyes’ at the bottom of the canes – simply because they were cut off at potting time.  They are 
emerging from the section that joins the cane segments. 
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Teasing away the sphagnum moss reveals even more of the young roots.  Note how the new growths 
are lacking any colour substance at this stage. 
 
If I were to ignore this plant for much longer, the new growths would have rotted in the very moist 
sphagnum moss, neutralising my efforts.  So, the lesson here is to ensure that you monitor the plants 
for new growths and ensure that you elevate the new growths above the sphagnum moss to give them 
a chance to ‘harden off’ from their immersion deeper in the sphagnum.   
 

 
 
This photo illustrates how I have re-seated the canes within the sphagnum moss, but much higher so 
that only the roots are exposed to the heavy moisture content of the moss.  I choose to do this instead 
of placing them straight into a bark mix as I find that the plants tend to go into a shock at the relative 
lack of moisture in bark and can die quickly, or suffer from stunted growth.  I wait until the new 
growths have matured with substantial green substance before I repot them in a bark mix.  And, I  
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tend to do this in late autumn when they are not under any temperature or light stress.  By spring, 
they will be racing ahead in the bark mix with new root growth and, possibly new canes and/or 
flower spikes. 
 
One Month Later………. 
 

 
 
After one month from the re-seating described previously, note that the pale new growth is now 
mature and bright green.  And, note how the roots are emerging from the growth above the 
sphagnum moss.  This plant will be ready for potting-on into a bark medium in the next few weeks 
as autumn cools the air in Brisbane. 
 

 
 
Den Jayden ‘JANE’ in flower    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is how I expect it to flower in spring 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               TO BE CONTINUED 
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