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The Native Orchid Society of South Australia meets every 

4th Tuesday of the months February -November 
 

NEXT MEETING  25 SEPTEMBER 2007 

Tuesday, 25 September, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington.  Meeting starts at 
8:00 p.m.   Doors to the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members access to the 
Library, trading table and to set up plants for show on the benches.   
The speaker for September is Chris Obst (DEH) on his work with threatened species 
[including orchids] in the Murray N.R.M. District. 
 
 

DIARY DATES  
 
22-23 September   ANNUAL SHOW 
Wednesday 3rd October  Kyeema & Mt Magnificent 
Wednesday 10th October  Altona Scrub & Kaiserstuhl 
Saturday 13th October  Scott Creek 
Tuesday 23rd October  Sarcanthinae Show [see page 66] 
Sunday 2nd December  Xmas BBQ 
 

 
 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wed, 3rd October at the home of Bodo Jensen.  Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 



PLANTS BENCHED AUGUST MEETING 
 
Epiphyte species 
Dendrobium kingianum; Dendrobium speciosum (2 plants); Dockrillia teretifolia  
Epiphyte hybrids 
Dendrobium Annes Rainbow Surprise (2 plants); Den. Aussie Angel x Aussie Victory; Den. Aussie 
Ira x Gracious Cascades; Den. Aussie Starlight; Den. Brinawa Sunset; Den. Brolga; Den. Brolga x 
Dot Sheen; Den. Cobber; Den. Elegant Heart x Cheeky; Den. Elegant heart x Vivid; Den. Glen Star ; 
Den. Graham Hewitt x speciosum; Den. Hamilton; Den. Hilda Poxon; Den. Jesmond Sparkler; Den. 
Jesmond Treasure x Jesmond Gold; Den. Karson x Andrew Persson; Den. Lorikeet x Delicatum; 
Den. Mini-Spec; Den. Northmead x Zip; Den. Pee Wee; Den. Pee Wee x Regal Affair (2 plants) ; 
Den. Victorian Blush; Den. Victorian Splendour; Den. Unknown 
Terrestrial species 
Caladenia latifolia; Caladenia latifolia (white);Chiloglottis trapeziformis; Chiloglottis truncata; 
Corybas diemenicus; Cyrtostylis reniformis (2 plants); Cyrtostylis robusta; Diplodium 
erythroconcha; Diuris brumalis (WA); Diuris maculata; Diuris sp; Glossodia major; Linguella 
nana; Pterostylis baptistii ‘Gosford’; Pterostylis curta (variegated); Pterostylis erecta; Pterostylis 
foliata; Pterostylis nutans. 
Terrestrial hybrids 
Caladenia Fairy Floss; Diuris Pioneer ‘Big Ears’; Pterostylis Joseph Arthur. 
 
Judging results  
Epiphyte species 
1st  Dockrillia teretifolia grown by Steve Howard 
2nd  Dendrobium speciosum grown by Malcolm Guy 
3rd  Dendrobium speciosum grown by Malcolm Tiggerman 
 
Epiphyte hybrids 
1st  Dendrobium Hilda Poxon grown by Noel Oliver 
2nd  Dendrobium Victorian Blush grown by David Cammack 
3rd  Dendrobium Aussie Ira x Gracious Cascades grown by Bodo Jensen 
 
Terrestrial species 
1st  Glossodia major grown by Les Nesbitt 
2nd  Diplodium erythroconcha grown by Jane Higgs 
3rd  Corybas diemenicus grown by Les Nesbitt 
 
Terrestrial hybrids 
Results not available 
 
Orchid of the Night 
Dockrillia teretifolia grown by Steve Howard 
 
Popular vote results 
Terrestrial species 
Equal Diplodium erythroconcha grown by Jane Higgs 

Corybus diemenicus grown by Les Nesbitt 
Terrestrial hybrid 
Caladenia Fairy Floss grown by Les Nesbitt 
Epiphyte species 
Dockrillia teretifolia grown by Steve Howard 
Epiphyte hybrid 
Dendrobium Annes Rainbow Surprise grown by Noel Oliver 
 
Commentary on Terrestrials given by Bob Bates & Epiphytes by Reg Shooter. 
 
(Photos of Terrestrials taken at the meeting can also be found on L Thornton’s website 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/chug/collections/72157600002649052/ ) 
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August Speaker 
Les Nesbitt gave a power-point presentation on Orchids in China and these were Cymbidiums, few 
in species, but everywhere evident in huge pots as healthy specimens.  We were also treated to the 
magnificent sights of the Great Wall, Beijing, the upcoming Olympic site, a railway journey and the 
sacred mountains of southern China.   
 
 
 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION - NOSSA NEWS 
 

NOSSA SPRING SHOW 22-23 SEPTEMBER 2007 
St Bernadettes Hall, South Road, St Marys 

 
 
 

Field Trips  
Susan Secomb 

 
Unfortunately I am having to resign from the position of field trips co-ordinator and 
contact person.  I will not be attending many of the coming trips but feel sure you will 
be adequately led.  The role has been interesting and not too demanding with the side 
benefits of great company in the great outdoors.  This is a good time for someone new 
to step into the role given that trips have been planned through until next April. 
 

October Field Trips 
 
All three proposed local trips are in the school holidays.  Remember to pack a picnic and 
thermos. 
 
Depending on the weather, those trips may prove to yield little in the way of orchids, but 
should be delightful walking. 
 
Wednesday October 3rd (1st week school holidays) – meet at Kuitpo Forest Headquarters.  
Kyeema Conservation Park shows amazing examples of how plants survive fire having been 
extensively burnt in 1983, 1994 and 2001.  Mount Magnificent is only 90 hectares and its 
history of forestry, grazing and cropping has left it with an interesting patchwork of habitats.  
The views from the 380m summit are well worth the steep climb. (Walks with Nature, 
updated 3rd Edition – Nature Conservation Society of South Australia) 
 
Wednesday October 10th (2nd week school holidays) – we can still meet at my house (25 
Whiteman Road, Williamstown) for early coffee.  Altona Scrub is just out of Lyndoch.  This 
abandoned Sand Quarry boasts remnant vegetation including grass and heath lands.  
Williamstown and Lyndoch District Landcare Group have undertaken rehabilitation work.  
The bird life and geology provide even more interest.  Kaiser Stuhl Native Forest Reserve is 
spectacular with its granite boulders and spring flowering shrubs including the unusual 
green flowered Hairy Correa.  (Exploring the Barossa, page 77) 
 
Saturday 13th October (last weekend of the school holidays) – this is a follow up trip from 
a very well attended and successful trip in the July holidays.  The trip is to Scott Creek 
Conservation Park via Coromandel Valley and there are few if any directional signs.   Meet 
at the corner of Dorsett Vale and Cherry Gardens Roads.  As described in 40 Real 
Bushwalks around Adelaide by George Driscoll, the Park is steep in parts with deep gullies, 
gurgling creeks, rare black cockatoos, abundant wild flowers and bushland views. 
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The following new trial show was announced in the June Journal and it is hoped that all your 
plants have been prepared and will be flowering at their best for the  
 

NOSSA Sarcanthinae Show 2007 
 

Held at October monthly meeting [Tuesday 23rd] 
 

Show Schedule 
 
Class Description 
1 Sarcochilus  hartmannii 
2         "  falcatus 
3          "  fitzgeraldii 
4 Other Sarcochilus species 
5 Other allied species 
6 Specimen species 
7 Seedling, line bred species, first flowering 
 
8 Sarcochilus Hybrid - white 
9         " Hybrid - cream 
10         " Hybrid - pink 
11         " Hybrid - red 
12         " Hybrid - yellow/green 
13         " Hybrid - any other colour 
14 Intergeneric Hybrid - white/cream 
15         " Hybrid - pink/red 
16         " Hybrid - yellow/green 
17         " Hybrid - any other colour 
18 Specimen hybrid 
19 Seedling, hybrid, first flowering 
 
Champion Sarcanthinae of the Show 
 
Confined to Australian species and hybrids of wholly Australian parentage. 
(ie those eligible for listing in the ANOS "Checklist of Australian Native Orchid Hybrids") 

 

 
 

 

ARTICLES/ITEMS FOR THE JOURNAL 
Closing date is Friday 5th October for that months Journal 

 
 

NOSSA now has a New Tuber bank Coordinator, Jane Higgs 
Many thanks to Malcolm Guy who has retired after seven years in the position. 
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Native Orchids - The Epiphytes         Steve Howard 
 
September is the month I can’t spend too much time in the shade house - the natives 
perfumes are so strong!  Still, I am happy if that’s the case because it means I have plenty of 
flowers.  
Most of the commonly grown epiphytes are out.  We have the cool growing species with 
Dendrobium kingianum, gracilicaule, falcorostrum and speciosum out in their glory.  There 
are plenty of the Dockrillia’s out as well.  These apart from Dock. teretifolia and 
linguiformis are not quite as showy as their Dendrobium counterparts as they don’t have as 
many flowers but still have a part in my collection.  These include Dock. striolata, 
pugionformis, mortii and schoenia to name a few.  Then of course there are the hybrids. 
Breeding lines have improved both species and hybrid representation but if you are after 
some oldies but goldies then a few Bardo’ Roses, Delicatums, Gracillimums and Ellens will 
kick off your collection with some very floriferous hybrids that when built into a specimen 
will hold there own in any show and they all grow cool in a shade house. 
Flowers do not last long.  A couple of weeks is a good return and if the weather turns hot 
then halve that.  In the middle of summer 3 days is a good effort.  I like to give my plants 
plenty of light to enhance the colors but keep them cool at the same time to preserve them 
prior to a show.  Timing is critical and it always happens that your best plant is either a few 
days too early or late.  You can however try and improve your chances.  To bring flowering 
forward warm them up a bit.  Stick them in front of the heater.  Great.  That’ll do.  Not 
quite!  A hot room will knock off the flowers quicker than a mid summers day, not to 
mention major damage to a plant.  At best you will experience considerable bud drop.  I start 
a couple of weeks early if I think a plant is dragging its heels.  These are put inside the 
laundry where it is airy and cool but with good light & a minimum 15C at night then back 
outside during the day.  This keeps them moving throughout the night and may advance 
flowering by a week.  No point forcing them too quickly as the flowers will be smaller if 
you do.  For a plant I want to hold it’s the laundry all day and night as the cooler conditions 
help flowers hold on that little bit longer.  I may get a few extra days flower life if I am 
lucky. 
September also sees a good flush of hot/colds.  These are cool growers crossed with a hard 
cane tropical.  Den. bigibbum is a common parent but some of the antelope orchids like 
johannis, canaliculatum and anteneanum have been used.  The results are less flowers than 
many of our other natives but usually much bigger, more substance and loads of color.  And 
they last longer!  They do however need a drier rest over winter and prefer to be hung.  
Apart from that their culture is rather easy.  We will find more on that in later issues. 
I try and keep all my natives that flower moist this month and commence feeding them 
again, usually every second week and increase when the new growths come away and that 
usually commences after flowering although with a large collection that will be happening 
somewhere in the collection all year round. 
As I admire my collection behind the scenes the next line up in my flowering of natives are 
getting a move on, the humble Sarcochilus.  Once upon a time we only saw a white orchid 
with a red or purplish centre.  Now we have pure whites, yellows, oranges, pinks, spots and 
splashes and the desired solid reds.  Spikes move quickly as the weather warms and no 
doubt we will see a few on the bench from now on but the peak is usually 
October/November. 
I keep plants evenly moist.  They dislike waterlogged conditions and will show this up as 
wrinkled leaves.  This is clear evidence that you have almost total root loss.  Best to re-pot 
in spag moss and mist regularly and hope they grow new roots.  Many plants at this stage 
have passed the point of no return, especially seedlings.  Some plants will also do this after  
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flowering.  It’s a sign of stress.  If the plant is stable in the mix and you can see solid roots 
don’t worry.  I did once.  I have a magnificent Sarcochilus falcatus I found in the bush.  It’s 
my prized native and I nearly died when it did this after flowering even though the roots 
remained strong.  It fully recovered a few weeks later and although it does it every year I 
still get heart flutters! 
I prefer to water with rainwater and feeding is weak half strength Horticultural Solutions 
with a little power feed.  Pots also have a light dressing of George Abel’s magic beads.  
They are a blend of slow release feeds, the combination being a well guarded secret not 
unlike Colonel Sanders and his famous 11 herbs and spices!  Potting mixes really need to be 
based on your watering regime.  I water heavily.  I have to.  There is loads of air movement 
in my place and lots of hanging and mounted plants.  Those underneath must learn to swim 
therefore their mix is very free draining.  Chunky bark, scoria and diatomite make up my 
mix.  A peaty, fine mix will have all my plants in orchid heaven all too soon but suits plants 
where watering is not as heavy but misting and high humidity is provided constantly.  My 
plants have good light over winter and rather heavy shade over the hottest part of summer.  I 
use squat pots but to be honest plants I have in terracotta look so much better again.  
Problem comes with re potting as the roots stick well to terracotta so any re potting will 
cause my plants considerable shock when the time comes.  I am not looking forward to that 
at all.  I may just smack up the pot a bit and grow it on in a bigger pot to minimise 
disturbance. 

October is soon with us as the flowering season gets into full swing.  
Next month we will take a look at mounted natives, in particular the terete group. 
 
 
Gnat Orchid Special at Morialta   
R. Bates Aug 2007 
 
Just 15 minutes from the Adelaide CBD is Morialta CP and its wild gorge, with three 
waterfalls on a rushing rocky creek.  This is a park rich in orchids and the handful of elderly 
citizens from NOSSA relished the chance to do some mountain climbing.  
 
Within 2 minutes we began to find helmet orchids Corysanthes dilatatus all along the track 
like rubies in the moss.  Within three minutes we were onto the gnat orchids, the late 
flowered, black stemmed Cyrtostylis reniformis took over as the most abundant orchid, 
some with buds right down in the leaf would flower in October but others with fat buds were 
just a week from blooming.  Onward and upward we went, the photographers kept busy with 
flowers of three different Diplodium greenhoods as well as Urochilus sanguineus and 
Linguella sp. 
 
At last near our highest point, with a wonderful view of the City Centre below us and in 
heath full of orchid leaves, Arachnorchis, Bunochilus, Caladenia latifolia, Glossodia, 
Thelymitra, Diuris and Microtis- a patch of the early gnat orchids Cyrtostylis robusta was 
found in full bloom on the track itself, one specimen 20cm tall with 6 orange-brown flowers 
showing their characteristic line of nectar down the centre of the pointy tipped labellum. 
Nearby under the flame heath were green flowered gnat orchids and tiny mosquito orchids 
Acianthus pusillus with dozens of seed pods already.  At this point a decision needed to be 
made, hike on to the top of the range or head back for lunch via the waterfall lookouts.  The 
latter choice gave us the chance to stop looking for orchids and take in the many spectacular 
views of waterfalls and we were indeed back in time for lunch.  With some of us playing 
sport in the afternoon and dancing that night we had to agree that being retired and NOSSA 
members too really keeps one fit! 
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Greenhood Special Fieldtrip Report - Scott Creek, July 2007 
Larry Leader 

 
Fifteen members and friends attended this excursion looking for greenhood orchids of the 
supergenus Pterostylis.  Our first stop on a clay rise overlooking the Almanda silver mine 
was a real eye opener with Bunochilus viriosus galore, up to 60cm tall, one with 12 flowers 
of verdant hue.  Right next to these was a 40cm tall Urochilus sanguineus with eleven 
flowers of deep purple.  In contrast the tiny Linguella sp ‘hills nana’ was only 5cm tall with 
a single flower.  Mixed with these were Pterostylis nutans and P. pedunculata in bud and 
colonies of Nemacianthus the mayfly orchid leaves. 
 
A 3km walk down into Greenhood Gully warmed us nicely and although greenhoods were 
sparse we did find a wonderful patch of Diplodium aff robustum including twin flowers 
which got the photographers going.  Also seen in Greenhood Gully were clusters of 
Plumatichilos (the yellow plumed greenhood) in early bud and a large colony of Acianthus 
pusillus in full flower.  It was a long walk back to the cars for lunch but even our leader’s 
octogenarian mum made it ok. 
 
After lunch the Houston’s took us on a short walk along the main road where the local 
endemic Diplodium ‘Adelaide Hills’ were growing on clay banks right down to the bitumen. 
At one location on the Echidna track we found both Diplodium robustum and the small 
slender D. ‘Adelaide Hills’ growing together.  Also present were flowers of the common 
helmet orchid Corysanthes dilatatus.  We were reminded that another greenhood 
Hymenochilus nemoralis once grew on this bank too but none were seen. 
 
The next leg of the excursion had about half of us driving into the eastern block of the Park 
where our second stop for the day was at the old Helipad.  There was some excitement when 
we found the largest known population of Linguella aff. nana ‘Scott Creek’, a line of small 
colonies along a clay bank.  This species is the smallest member of the genus, with tiny 
crinkled rosettes and dark flower buds.  At the helipad where a control burn occurred in 
April this year were many leaves of Pyrorchis nigricans but no buds, further evidence that 
this species only flowers after a hot summer burn! 
 
Our final stop was very productive as we saw four different Diplodium greenhoods, D. 
robustum, D. ‘Adelaide Hills’ D. aff. robustum and a hybrid. 
 
All up we had seen greenhoods of six different genera!  Sadly several species of greenhood 
seem to have disappeared from the Park ie Oligochaetochilus bisetus, Hymenochilus 
nemoralis, Pterostylis cucullata and P. x ingens with the populations of P. curta and P. 
falcata almost gone. 
 
Later this year we have a Prasophyllum special in the same Park to take advantage of the 
fire in Kangaroo Gully. 
 
 

 

Are you experiencing problems downloading your journal with Dial-up?  
If so let me know.  I will attempt to find a solution for those affected. 
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Climate Change and the future of South Australian native orchids  
R. Bates 

 
Introduction:  NOSSA has been following the effects of climate change on SA orchids 
since the early 1980’s, long before most Australians had heard of climate change.  See an 
article ‘Greenhouse effect, climate change and SA orchids’ in the Journal Native Orchid 
Society South Australia vol. 12 (1988).  I can remember discussing the same issue in 
Western Australia in 1984 with one time NOSSA member from Albany Ron Heberle.  At 
the time Ron was in his late 70’s and had kept note of the seasons around Albany for fifty 
years and he had no doubt by the 1980’s that the orchid growing season there was becoming 
steadily drier. 
 
Today:  Bureau of meteorology records for South Australia show that there has been a trend 
toward increasingly dry growing seasons in South Australia since the 1950’s and at the same 
time increasing temperatures and lower humidity leading to increased evaporation.  We in 
Adelaide are under threat of level five water restrictions this summer, with most of the state 
experiencing  drought, now extending into a third year for many districts. 
The fact that the flowering of spring orchids in SA last year was an almost total wipe-out 
and at the time of writing this we are heading for the same result this year is quite scary as 
we know that ‘climate drying’ is only just beginning. 
 
August this year has seen many days with temperatures over 20 degrees combined with low 
humidity.  This has seen the flowers of all helmet orchid species collapse even in damp 
gullies in the hills.  A similar effect has begun with greenhoods and mayfly orchids and on 
the plains buds of most spider orchids have begun to abort before spring has begun. 
 
DEH has been looking at the predicted effects of climate change on wetland species but in 
reality it is orchids of the dry inland that have already suffered most as they were always at 
the very limits of their rainfall requirements.  As an example the orchids of the central and 
northern Flinders have now failed for three consecutive years or four of the last five years. 
The number of orchid species in the Flinders Range National Park has halved since the park 
was declared.  Normally we would expect that removing stock and declaring an area a 
national preserve would see orchid numbers increase; instead there has been a steady 
extinction.  
 
Even in the southern Flinders at Mount Remarkable national park, orchids which in the 
1970’s were common at lower altitudes are now only present in the higher parts.  We at 
NOSSA are well aware that the swamps of the Southern Lofty region have dried out to such 
an extent that thick brush has overtaken most of them, with the local extinction already of 
some ten orchid species since 1970.  
 
Even islands are not spared as Kangaroo Island last summer was the driest it has been since 
European settlement.  All the swamps on KI have either been cleared, grown over or turned 
saline, leading to the probable extinction there of some twelve swamp species since 1980 
including Calochilus campestris, C. paludosus, Paracaleana disjuncta, Pterostylis falcata,  
Spiranthes australis, Thelymitra holmesii and Thelymitra matthewsii.  The number of 
threatened orchid species in South Australia is now rapidly approaching 50% of what we 
had at the time of settlement. 
 
Orchids are regarded throughout the world as indicator species of a healthy environment. 
The decline of orchids in SA is now telling us that our environment both natural and man 
made is very sick indeed. 
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