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The Native Orchid Society of South Australia meets every 

4th Tuesday of the months February -November 

NEXT MEETING  26 FEBRUARY 2008 
Tuesday, 26 February, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington.  Meeting starts at 
8:00 p.m.   Doors to the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members access to the 
Library and trading table.   
The Speaker for the meeting will be Margaret Petridis with a talk on "Native Orchids 
of WA - Late Spring". 
 
 

DIARY DATES  
 

29th February to 2nd March Gardening Australia Expo Adelaide 
25th March    AGM 
Friday 2nd May   Annual Dinner at the Buckingham Arms 
20-21 September   SPRING SHOW 
 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wed, 5th March at the home of Les Nesbitt.  Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TUBER BANK 
 
Thank you to those who donated tubers to the Tuber Bank and also to all those who 
purchased tubers.  Some of the lots were in short supply, so I hope that the substitutes were 
satisfactory.  Thanks, 
 
Jane Higgs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gardening Australia Expo 
 

The Expo will be held at the Wayville Showgrounds from 29th February to 2nd 
March, 9:30am – 4:30pm.  (See back cover)  N.O.S.S.A. will be having a 
display stand there and we will be looking for assistance from our members to 
have the display “manned” at all times.  A roster will be circulated at the 
February meeting, or members can phone a committee member if they want to 
help but can’t make it to the meeting. 
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Subscription Renewals 2008 
 

Subscription renewals commence from 1st January. 
 

Those receiving a journal by Email     $15 per year 
 
Those receiving a journal by POST      $20 per year 
 
Membership for Students will remain at $10 per year and Juniors $5 per year 
 
For members joining at any time during the year, membership will now be based on a pro rata 
system. Email members will pay $15 for the first and second quarters, $10 for the third quarter 
and $5 for the last quarter. Likewise members receiving a POSTED copy will pay $5 per quarter.
 

RECEIPTS PROVIDED ON REQUEST ONLY 
 

RENEWAL FORM INSIDE BACK COVER OF DECEMBER JOURNAL 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION - NOSSA NEWS 

JUDGES MEETING 
 

9:30am, Saturday 1st March, at Les Nesbitt’s 
18 Cambridge St Vale Park 

ARTICLES/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT JOURNAL 
Closing date is Friday 7th March 



Novice Exhibitors        Les Nesbitt 
 
Until recently NOSSA has had only one open class of exhibitor with all orchids judged 
against each other.  At the 2007 spring show there were no entries for the Margaret Fuller 
Awards for either best terrestrial or epiphytic species native orchid shown by a novice 
exhibitor.  To encourage new growers who may think their orchids are too small or not good 
enough to show, committee has decided to have separate benches at monthly meetings in 
2008 for novice growers to display their plants.  The usual benches at the back of the hall 
will be for open growers. Judging and popular voting will be separated for the two divisions.  
 
In South Australia there is one system of exhibitor’s numbers for all orchid clubs so that you 
have one number that you use at any orchid club or society to which you belong.  Your 
number stays with you for life.  The system allows for three levels of exhibitors, open, first 
division and second division.  The general idea is that a new grower starts in second division 
and after winning a certain number of major prizes over several years gets promoted to first 
division.  Win more prizes and you get promoted to open division where the best growers 
end up. If you get promoted in one orchid club then you are promoted in all.  Anyone can 
ask to rise to a higher level but you cannot go back down without a very good reason.  Roger 
and Pauline Rankine allocate new numbers and manage the state exhibitor data base. 
 
NOSSA proposes to have only two levels of exhibitor, open and novice.  This means that 
open and first division exhibitors will be open exhibitors at NOSSA.  Second division 
exhibitors will be novice exhibitors at NOSSA.  It is proposed that the NOSSA judging 
panel will recommend to committee when novice growers should be promoted based on the 
quality and variety of plants exhibited during the past year or two. 
 
There could be a card at the end of the year for the aggregate points winners in each of the 
four sections at monthly meetings.  This would be based on 3 points for first, two for second 
and 1 point for third in each of the terrestrial species, epiphytic species, terrestrial hybrid & 
epiphytic hybrid sections.  
 
Winning prizes is not the only reason to bring your flowering plants to meetings and shows. 
The more orchids we all see the more we learn.  Often your plant will be the only one there 
of its type.  The photographers and members love to see lots of orchids.  Do not be too 
critical of your own orchids, if it is in flower bring it along. 
 
 

Wild Orchids in SA in 2007, a summary, including new discoveries and 
rediscoveries! 

R. Bates 
 

Despite 2006’s severe rainfall deficit during the orchid growing season rain in April 2007 
brought up wild orchids early in many areas.  The longer season meant that plants had extra 
growing time to reach normal size and at first it looked like a bumper year.  Then winter- 
early spring rains failed and for more than 50% of the states’ orchid districts there was a 
dismal season or no flowering season. 
Some coastal districts fared better. Lower Eyre Peninsula, parts of southern Flinders, 
Southern Lofties, Kangaroo Island and lower South-East all had reasonable flowering  
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despite well below average rainfalls simply because of timing.  Rain was light but most 
weeks there was some.  Orchids don’t need heavy rain, just regular showers. 
 
Not surprisingly all new discoveries and rediscoveries were in the Southern Lofty, Kangaroo 
Island and lower Southeast districts.  Rediscoveries included Thelymitra cyanapicata in SL 
which was thought to be extinct.  Over a hundred were found near the type location at 
Kuitpo in October.  The spiral leaf sun-orchid T. matthewsii as reported in the Journal, 
having not been seen in flower in SA for thirty years was found as a viable population at one 
of its previously known Kangaroo Island locations in September.  
Another rediscovery was the large bird orchid Simpliglottis valida which was last seen as a 
wild population over 80 years ago on Fleurieu Peninsula but turned up in October in the 
South-East at Caroline Forest. 
 
An undescribed leek orchid simply known as Prasophyllum ‘Bushfires’ was located in good 
numbers in the burned section of Mount Bold Reserve (SL) the first the author has seen in 
flower since Ash Wednesday 1983.  On the same burn over a thousand of the nationally 
threatened Diuris brevifolia were seen.  This is the first time such a large population has 
been seen since 1984.  The species was also located on the Cox Scrub burn by Thelma and 
Phil Bridle and a count showed nearly a hundred flowers there.  In addition a hundred plants 
in flower were located at Knott Hill during a survey in November.  Never have so many 
been seen in one season before. 
 
Species new to science included a Diuris aff behrii ‘sandhills’ found near Glencoe (SE) by 
Bryan Haywood. I am looking forward to seeing this one next year.  
 
A new Petalochilus aff mentiens was located in good numbers in coastal dunes south of 
Nora Creina and an undescribed Linguella found in good numbers in July in the same area 
now has a type collection and can be named. 
 
A possible new midge orchid Conunastylis aff rufa was found by Cathy and Mal Houston in 
Onkaparinga NP after fire.  This was sent to DL Jones. 
 
A new Prasophyllum species was located in Bagdad NFR in the SE in late September and 
closer to home a new form of Prasophyllum pruinosum was located by Jenny Skinner and 
Joe Quarmby on Sheoak Road Belair.  I look forward to seeing that one in 2008. 
 
June Njielke located many interesting orchids in 2007 including a large colony of duck 
orchids Paracaleana disjuncta on the burned area in Cox’s Scrub.  This species seems to be 
located in flower about once every ten years in SA.  June also found such unusual species as 
Calochilus pruinosus (SE) and Corysanthes dentatus (Sandy Creek) which most enthusiasts 
never see in their life time.  Well done June, I was also looking for Paracaleana on the 
Cox’s Scrub burn but did not see them. 
 
Several new taxa were verified in 2007 including the painted Petalochilus in Bagdad NFR 
and Linguella ‘tall mallee nana’ near Karte also found by June (SE).  A new species of 
Thelymitra, known as T. ‘long slender arms’ suspected at Lobethal was seen in good 
numbers this year and a Type collection made in late October.  This species was first seen 
on a NOSSA excursion in 2005.  
 
We were also fortunate that a dozen new species were named in 2007 by DL Jones.  We 
only have ninety more to be described officially! 
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Native Orchids:  The Epiphytes            Steve Howard 
 
Summer has taken toll on our natives in particular those that have the cool growing 
Dendrobium falcorostrum in the breeding and many of the Sarcochilus clan.  Pitted leaves, 
burnt tips and in some cases total defoliation are common stories that has come my way 
and there is much heat left in summer yet to cause more damage.  What can be done?  Well 
for starters once the damage has occurred it cannot be reversed but it does show what 
plants are more susceptible to heat and those that can hack it.  These sensitive plants 
should be offered more protection the next bout of heat that comes our way.  This can be as 
simple as more shade and humidity.  Basically I lower sensitive plants to the floor of the 
shade house and under the benches.  Here they are well shaded and the covering of babys 
tears I have offers local humidity.  Unfortunately here they are also exposed to hungry 
nocturnal critters that like to chomp on the new leaves from this growing season.  Burnt 
leaves or chewed leaves.  What a dilemma.  Some of the real sensitive plants will go into 
the laundry until the heat has passed. 
 
Native epiphytes are hardy and even a plant totally defoliated will react almost 
immediately and activate a couple of dormant eyes at the base of the canes.  These growths 
will generally be smaller than the parent and may not flower this year but it does prove 
how they can recover.  Trimming leaves is a personal choice.  I normally don’t worry 
unless I am showing it, then it gets a trim.  It is worth keeping an eye out over the cooler 
months as the burnt areas do provide an entry point for some of the fungal problems we 
encounter in the cooler months. 
 
Hopefully most of the growths have now reached full size and are beginning to harden. 
Caterpillars will find these soft leaves a delicacy so it would pay to keep an eye out.  Try 
and keep water out of these growths as while soft they will rot out easily and this can take 
out the apical node(s) where the best flowers will come from.  Sometimes leaves will get 
caught in the sheathing bracts and if this does happen split and pull the bracts away from 
the leaves.  These bracts are also a water trap that will encourage fungal attack that could 
take out the entire new lead.  Some hybrids are very susceptible to this, for example the 
Hilda Poxon’s and anything with “Yondi” in the mix.  I peel back these sheaths as soon as 
the growth is big enough.  Keep the plants well watered and feed weekly with a low 
nitrogen based feed.  Many epiphytes will show a new crop of roots from the base of these 
maturing leads indicating the plant is receptive to water and feeding. 
 
Sarcochilus are still in a semi dormant state at this time of year and they start moving later 
next month as the weather cools and humidity increases.  Ensure they are kept as cool as 
possible and well shaded.  The heat has played havoc with this group with many losses as 
the main growing tip has been burnt out.  They are a monopodial plant meaning that if the 
growth tip is gone then that’s it.  Unless the plant produces a new growth further down you 
have lost it.  Fortunately this does not happen too often to mature plants that have clumped 
earlier on but for a small seedling the outlook is not good as they often do not have the 
strength to recover. 
 
Mounted plants need much care when the weather is hot.  Misting needs to be done several 
times a day when over 40C.  Again with the north wind comes up I find that the smaller 
plants survive better under the benches until the heat has passed.  Most mature mounted 
plants have plenty of old mans beard draped around it and when wet provides local 
humidity and partial shade to the plant.  So happy are some that the roots have left the 
mount to ramble through the old mans beard. 
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My plant of the month is Dendrobium linguiformis.  The thumb nail orchid or tongue 
orchid.  These are a very easy orchid to grow and should be mounted for best results.  They 
have small rounded rough to the touch psuedobulbs that are produced at the rate of two to 
thee a year.  Some will grow in a straight line, others zig zag all over the place and some 
will branch out.  They like a long lasting mount, one that preferably will hold its bark.  I do 
have a preference for paperbark limbs but Callistemon, cork and even tree fern slabs are 
fine.  The paperbark logs do not usually rot away in the environment I growth them.  In 
fact more often than not the borers eat out the core and leave the bark in tact.  In a situation 
like this I peel the bark off, complete with orchid attached and wrap it onto a new mount. 
All too easy!  I water them daily and they prefer 70% shade in the summer and 50% in the 
winter for best flowering results.  Flowering is usually late September although I have a 
northern NSW variety out at the end of October and another one out in August.  Flowers 
last for a week or so in good condition before looking tired.  They are very hardy and will 
tolerate extended periods of dryness and are one of the mounted plants I have that does not 
appear to be affected by heat.  In fact the biggest plant I have ever seen grows on the old 
Pacific Highway just as you enter Brunswick Heads and it grows in full sub tropical sun. 
These plants take on a rather purplish tinge but it does indicate light levels are good and 
you can expect good flowers. If grown shady they take on a dark green coloration and 
flowering is adversely affected. The plant is common in collections and reasonably easy to 
obtain.  Certainly worth getting hold of a piece and giving them a try. 
 
 

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 
 

To Authors 
 

Vista users (or possibly all users of Microsoft word 2007) please save & send your 
files as a word 2003 format or older version otherwise your file will not be readable 
by computers not running Vista (& windows 2007?).  The editor is still using the older 
Windows version.  Apparently there is a downloadable upgrade available from Microsoft 
that allows earlier versions to read the Vista files.  
 
When submitting an article for publishing in the journal in ‘MSWord’ and photos or 
illustrations are imbedded into the file to demonstrate preferred layout, please also 
provide the photos or illustrations separately in electronic form if possible.   
 
Photos should not be excessively downsized. 
 
Sending the file as a PDF means the file could be imported directly into the Journal once it 
is near completion but I am unable to add page numbers nor shift part of the page to an 
adjoining part-filled page.  I would prefer to receive the file in MSWord but will accept a 
PDF if that is not possible. 
 
 
Requests for Email Journals 
 
In addition to notifying the Treasurer please also email the Editor with your email 
address.  This minimises any errors in adding your address to my list. 
 
Ed. 
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NOSSA Dipodium Summer excursion to Crafers: survey report 
R. Bates and Deidre 

 
On a cool, mid January day after overnight mist we met at the top gate of Mount lofty 
Botanic Gardens to survey the number of Dipodium plants in flower, what species there 
were and record what they were growing under.  
The results were surprising: on the track-sides alone we counted 5600 flower spikes, some 
spindly but most healthy, the December flowered specimens now with fat seedpods, others 
in full flower and some just coming through.  We found plants growing under 
rhododendrons, in a group of pines, with laurels, in a cluster of ornamental pear trees a 
hundred metres from the nearest stringy bark, and one on a lawn.  Most however were near 
stringy barks Eucalyptus obliqua.  All plants seen were Dipodium roseum, mostly dark 
stemmed plants with dark flowers.  In one case the flower spike was forked and one 
specimen was almost a metre tall with 22 flowers open at once, almost a record probably 
because it was a week without 40 degree temperatures to scorch them off. 
As a whole morning was not enough for us we continued in the afternoon with a walk 
around the streets between Crafers and Stirling.  The native gardens smelled sweet and 
fresh after the 1mm of overnight rain and most contained Dipodium, often green stemmed 
and pale flowered specimens.  Frequently they were in not so native gardens too and one 
garden had almost fifty in a row of blue and white Agapanthus.  Another garden had three 
perfect spikes under birch trees.  We finished the day with a walk along the delightful 
Crescent walkway between the two towns completely amazed that we could see 6000 
spikes of hyacinth orchid in one day.  
Although only 10mm had fallen in the previous 4 weeks the 30-40mm in December 
seemed to have made for a great display.  We all enjoyed a coffee in one of Stirling’s 
famous coffee shoppes. 
We are already planning a similar NOSSA excursion next January and we will certainly 
include the back streets of Crafers and a visit to Woottens Scrub.  If the weather is as cool 
as our January 20th visit this year it should be most enjoyable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                          Dipodium growing with Agapanthus 
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The Genus Sarcochilus  R.Br.   1810       Len Field 
The genus was name by Robert Brown in the year 1810.  While nearly all are endemic to 
Australia with the majority small epiphytes ore lithophytes that are confined to the east 
coast of Australia stretching from Tasmania to Cape York Peninsular where in this large 
area they are found growing in many various conditions.  Named by Robert Brown from 
the Greek word sarx meaning fleshy and cheilos, a lip in reference to the fleshy labellum 
on some species. 
 
Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii       F.Muell. 1870    Len Field 
 
Previous name         Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii F.Muell. var. alba Schultz     1927      
                                 Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii F.Muell var aemulus Rupp    1944      
Common name the Ravine Orchid                                                               
 
Named after R.D.Fitzgerald the original discoverer who first found the plant at the Naroo 
Falls on the Bellingen River below the Dorrigo Plateau.  Fitzgerald sent the type plant to 
his friend Baron Von Mueller at the Botanical Gardens Melbourne who described the plant 
and named it after Fitzgerald.  The original description was published in Fragmenta 
Phylographia Australiae in 1870.        
 
Found on the Eastern Coast of Northern N.S.W. and S. E. Queensland from about the 
Macleay River in N.S.W. to Maleny in the Blackall Ranges in S.E.Queensland.  Here it 
makes its home in the deep ravines of the foothills of the eastern slopes of the Great divide 
where it is seldom found above 600 metres.  Its home in these deep ravines is the rocks and 
cliff faces where it grows as a lithophyte forming extensive colonies that cover the rock 
faces with a dense mat formed by hundreds of individual plants.  It is usually found very 
close to running water with its roots often under this water, extending for many metres as 
they scramble over the rocks and cliff faces.  During heavy wet seasons the plant can 
become completely immersed under water and the plants suffer a fair bit of damage from 
debris carried in these rushing torrents but seems to recover fairly quickly.  While almost 
strictly a lithophyte it can on occasions be found growing on the base of large trees that 
have fibrous bark such as Tristania conferta. RBr. (the brush box) but this growing habit is 
very rare.  While its home is in the dense rainforest it seldom grows on the forest floor but 
prefers to grow almost exclusive on rocks and cliffs in almost complete shade pushing its 
roots into the rock crevices to feed on the humis that gathers in these hollows.    
 
One of the largest of the Sarcochilus genus and while once abundant it is another of our 
species that has suffered badly from over collecting but like many other of the genus it can 
recolonise an area if left undisturbed for a length of time.  I would like to describe where 
this plant grows which in my opinion is one of the most scenic areas in Australia in fact 
having travelled over just about all the Continent I have never seen anything to rival these 
rugged majestic ranges with their deep ravines covered with rain forest trees and huge tree 
ferns and at bottom of these ravines the swift flowing mountain streams and waterfalls. 
When standing on the high cliff faces looking down into the deep blue mist shrouded 
bottom of these gorges you can always feel an updraught of cool moisture laden air and at 
the bottom the atmosphere is always cool and humid with constant air movement created 
by the fast flowing water as it rushes down over the rocks.  This is what has caused 
Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii to be such a prolific grower in nature and I have always been 
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amazed at how large some of these growths could become.  I would often find them with 
debris covering them a legacy of the rise of these mountain streams during heavy rain but 
they can withstand these raging torrents because of their huge and extensive root system 
that anchors the plant firmly to the rock.  Sadly when I visited these areas some 20 years 
later I found very little remaining of these large colonies which were once formed by 
hundreds of plants a legacy of over zealous collecting.    
 
One of the largest growing plants with the largest flowers of the Sarcochilus genus it is 
very closely related to Sarcochilus hartmanii in appearance and growth habits but its 
leaves are slightly more flaccid and are a much deeper green as well as being much thicker, 
more fleshy and brittle.  These leaves number four to eight and are about 200mm long 
growing from the top of long stems.      
 
Flowers.  These are large in size being about 25mm to 40mm in diameter, wide opening 
and often numerous, numbering four to fifteen but usually less in cultivation where at 
times they can be very shy to flower.  The racemes are up to 200mm long these are arching 
to pendulous and rise from below the leaves on an old stem.  Colouring is very beautiful 
and varies considerably and is much more colourful than either Sarcochilus hartmanii or 
Sarcochilus falcatus.  The flowers are usually white on the petals and sepals with the base 
of both heavily blotched with crimson or on rare occasions can be completely crimson and 
on even rarer occasions this crimson centre can extend out almost over the whole flower. 
Flowering period is October to November.    
 
Culture.  For the Sarcochilus genus this is a reasonably easy plant to grow once it has 
become established but does need a temperate, cool moist climate with constant air 
movement.  Even though the plant is known to flower in 100% shade too much of this 
shade will effect the flower numbers also they do have some small degree of tolerance to 
strong light but nowhere near as much as Sarcochilus hartmanii does.  Like most of the 
genus they do not have a complete rest period although they do slow down in winter.  A 
light fertiliser can be used throughout the year and the plant can also be kept moister than 
most members of the genus.  Shallow pots with a very coarse mix would be best and keep 
away from snails and slugs as these pests have a great liking for these plants especially 
when the plants are young.   
  
                                
 

Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii F.Muell. var. alba Schultz     1927  
 
  This is no longer a valid variety and the type location is not known    
   
     

Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii  F.Muell. var. aemulus  Rupp  1944.  
    
This again is no longer a variety and were found at Naroo Falls on the Bellingen River 
within thirty kilometres of where Fitzgerald found the type species.  
The considerable variation in colour markings is not considered to be sufficient to give the 
plant variety status even when there is a complete red form such as what was known as 
variety aemulus                    
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First Adelaide Gardening 
Australia Expo kicks off the 
2008 calendar 
A new city has been added to the 
Gardening Australia Expo calendar in 
2008. For the first time, South Australians will 
have their own Expo, tailored to their 
needs, at the Adelaide Showground, 
Wayville.  

 
The Gardening Australia Expo will be held over three days in Adelaide from 
February 29-March 2.   This spectacular gardening expo brings ABC TV’s popular 
Gardening Australia to life, as its presenters appear on stage to provide advice and 
answer questions.  Other horticultural and landscape industry experts will also be on 
hand to help create a dynamic, informative and inspirational event for all 
gardeners, from beginners to seasoned enthusiasts.  
 
There will be thousands of products to see and buy and non-stop practical 
gardening presentations by experts on five stage areas will keep you entertained 
and informed during the three days of the expo. You’ll be fascinated by the 
hundreds of plants and products on show. 
 
Don’t miss your chance to experience the exciting and inspirational Gardening 
Australia Expo.  You’ll see ABC TV’s Gardening Australia program come to life as 
presenters Peter Cundall, Sophie Thomson and Josh Byrne give informative 
presentations and demonstrations on a range of topics including climate-
compatible, drought-proof, permaculture, organic and Mediterranean gardens.  
Peter Cundall is the renowned host of Gardening Australia, radio talkback presenter 
and writer. He is an enthusiastic supporter of organic gardening methods and 
deeply involved with many environmental campaigns. "Adelaide is a bloomin' 
gardener's paradise so we'll make sure we put on a Gardening Australia Expo that'll 
leave people jumping for joy.  We can hardly wait," said Peter Cundall. 
Sophie Thomson, Gardening Australia’s SA presenter has an infectious enthusiasm 
for plants and gardens. Sophie is a popular speaker among garden clubs and plant 
societies. 
Josh Byrne, Gardening Australia’s WA presenter, is fast becoming an Australian 
leader on permaculture and organic gardening. Josh is currently completing his 
PhD in Environmental Science and is a lecturer and consultant on sustainability. 
 
Autumn is the best time for planting in South Australia and you’ll go home inspired 
to transform your own backyard with what you’ve seen, learnt and bought at the 
expo. 
 
Where & When:  Adelaide Gardening Australia Expo,  Adelaide Showground, 

 Wayville February 29 – March 2, 2008 
Open:   9.30am – 4.30pm daily   
Tickets:   Tickets available at the door. 
Groups: Pre-booked tickets are available for groups of a minimum of 10 people at 

a discounted rate.  To arrange a group call (02) 9452 7575. 
Information:  Visit www.abcgardeningexpo.com.au or call 02 9452 7575. 
 
Supported by: 
 

http://www.abcgardeningexpo.com.au/
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	The genus was name by Robert Brown in the year 1810.  While nearly all are endemic to Australia with the majority small epiphytes ore lithophytes that are confined to the east coast of Australia stretching from Tasmania to Cape York Peninsular where in this large area they are found growing in many various conditions.  Named by Robert Brown from the Greek word sarx meaning fleshy and cheilos, a lip in reference to the fleshy labellum on some species.




