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The Native Orchid Society of South Australia meets every 

4th Tuesday of the months February -November 

NEXT MEETING  23 SEPTEMBER 2008 
Tuesday, 23 September, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington.  Meeting starts at 
8:00 p.m.   Doors to the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members access to the 
Library and trading table.     
The speaker will be Les Nesbitt with "Propagation methods for increasing numbers of 
Caladenia tentaculata and other fungus dependent orchids in pots and in the bush."   
Les will run through the results of his project over the past 6 years. 
 
 

DIARY DATES  
 

20-21 September  NOSSA SPRING SHOW 
Sat 27 - Mon 29 Sept New Species weekend trip to South East – please note new 
    meeting place - details p.69 
October meeting  Annual Auction 
November meeting Justin Priddy 
30 November  Xmas BBQ 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wed, 1st October at the home of Bodo Jensen.  Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 



AUGUST MEETING 
PLANTS BENCHED 
 
Epiphyte species:  Dendrobium speciosum; Dockrillia teretifolia 
Epiphyte hybrids:  Dendrobium Anne’s Rainbow Surprise; Den. Burgundy Bride x Graham Hewitt; 
Den. Egret; Den. Victoria Darlington x Aussie Bonanza.  
 
Terrestrial species:  Acianthus fornicatus; Chiloglottis formicifera; Corysanthes (Corybas) 
dilitatus; Diplodium scabrum; Diuris brumalis; Diuris palustris; Linguella nana; Pterostylis nutans; 
Taurantha concinna 
Terrestrial hybrids:  Diuris orientis x behrii; Diuris Pioneer ‘Big Ears’; Pterostylis Cutie ‘Harold’s 
Pride’; Pterostylis Dusky Duke. 
 
Judging Results                                                                        Grower 
Epiphyte species Open Division 
1st  Dockrillia teretifolia                                                                 Steve Howard 
2nd  Dendrobium speciosum                                                            Les Nesbitt 
3rd  Dendrobium speciosum                                                            G & J Burford 
 
No epiphyte species in 2nd div 
 
Epiphyte hybrid Open Division 
1st  Dendrobium Egret                                                                    Steve Howard 
2nd  Dendrobium Annes Rainbow Surprise                                    M & L Guy 
3rd  Dendrobium Victoria Darlington x Aussie Bonanza               M & L Guy 
 
Epiphyte hybrid 2nd div 
1st  Dendrobium Burgundy Bride x Graham Hewitt                      Janet Adams 
 
Terrestrial species Open Division 
1st  Linguella nana                                                                         Les Nesbitt 
2nd  Corysanthes (Corybas) dilitatus                                            Les Nesbitt 
3rd  Taurantha concinna                                                                 J & J Peace 
 
Terrestrial hybrids open division 
1st  Pterostylis Cutie ‘Harold’s Pride                                              Les Nesbitt 
2nd  Pterostylis Dusky Duke                                                           Malcolm Guy 
3rd  Diuris orientis x behrii                                                             Les Nesbitt 
No Second Division Terrestrials  
 
Popular vote results 
Epiphyte species Open Division 
Dendrobium speciosum                                                                  Les Nesbitt 
Epiphyte hybrid Open Division 
Dendrobium Egret                                                                          Steve Howard 
Epiphyte hybrid 2nd div 
Dendrobium Burgundy Bride x Graham Hewitt                            Janet Adams 
Terrestrial species Open Division 
Linguella nana                                                                                Les Nesbitt 
Terrestrial hybrid open division 
Pterostylis Cutie ‘Harold’s Pride                                                    Les Nesbitt 
 
Plant of the night             
Linguella nana                                                                                Les Nesbitt 
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Seedlings 
The only seedling (marked with a white ribbon) was Den. Burgundy Bride x Graham Hewitt. 
 
Plants of the month last meeting Aug 08 
 
Pterostylis nutans 
The two different forms brought along to the meeting were not the local tall species we 
expected to see.  One was the clone ‘Wensley Dale’ from the eastern states that has fatter 
flowers and shorter stems.  The other was the variegated leaf form.  This clone has normal 
coloured flowers on short stems and does not flower readily.  An albino form with white 
flowers and pale green leaves is in cultivation here but can be touchy if conditions are not to 
its liking.  The original plants came from near Anglesea in Victoria many years ago.  Tubers 
have been distributed through the ANOS-Vic grower’s tuber bank.  Ptst. nutans is an easily 
grown orchid that has readily identifiable nodding flowers.  Its fun to search for a collection 
of the different clones at trading tables and shows. 
 
Dendrobium aemulum 
Several plants were brought along but none with flowers open.  The long thin cane type grows 
on the lower trunk of brush box trees where the bark is not shed annually.  The other form that 
grows on ironbark trees has shorter fatter canes.  Both host trees are eucalypts.  Most growers 
in Adelaide mount their plants on weathered hardwood slabs.  Slab mounted plants require 
daily watering in hot weather. 
 
Plant of the Month for September 
 
Epiphyte is Dendrobium speciosum.  Terrestrial is Pterostylis baptistii. 
Bring along your plants whether in flower or not.   
 

 
 
 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION - NOSSA NEWS 
 

Orchid CD's available 
 

1:  Western Australian Orchids first edition 2008 
2:  Orchids of South Australia second edition 2008.  Produced and edited by NOSSA 
members, the second CD of Orchids of South Australia is formatted by Andrew Dilley ANOS Vic.  
Both CD's are $10 each and with over 500 glorious orchid images in each.  Proceeds are shared 
between NOSSA and AOF. 
Postage.  The CD mailer comes in two sizes; large, which will hold 2 CD’s, is $1.45 and the 
slim mailer for a single CD is $1.00. Add to the cost of your mailer a postage cost of $1.00. 
 
Notes from R. Bates 
The new book Orchids of Western Australia by Brown, Dixon, Dundas and Hopper is 
available in September from UWA Press 35 Stirling Highway Crawley WA 6009 
Cost per book $90 plus $10 postage. 
The book (of 420pp) features every known WA species from Tropics to South Coast in 
glorious colour featuring Pat Dundas fabulous art.  (Google in Pat Dundas; pages from 
Australia and then click on ‘Australian Botanical Art, paintings & books’ a site maintained 
by Pat Dundas.  A few examples of her work are featured.  Interesting that all her paintings 
appear in the book and are on sale in entirety.  Ed.) 
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N.O.S.S.A. FIELD WORK 
 

The Nangwarry Native Forest Reserve roadsides survey continues.  Accommodation will be 
at a converted woolshed which is run in the style of back packing accommodation.  Costs 
are $10 per head per night (during the survey time this is paid for by the project); own 
sleeping needs and food will be necessary.  There will be some money for assistance with 
transport costs, so it will be essential to keep good records.  
We are also assisting Department for Environment & Heritage with surveys of swamps in 
the South East.  
 
Below is a calendar of dates.  
For further information and expressions of interest please contact Cathy Houston on 
83567356 or Bob Bates on 83429247. 
 
 

September   
Sat 20 - Mon 22 DEH - searching SE swamps: accommodation can be at Whiskas Woolshed 
Tues 23 - Fri 26 ForestrySA - Nangwarry NFR survey: accommodated at Whiskas Woolshed 
Sat 27 - Mon 29 NOSSA field trip - South East  

  Please note change of meeting place for commencement of field trip: 
  Meet at Penola in the main street in the centre of town at the Park: 9:30am  
    

October   
Saturday 4 Scott Creek – meet 10am at Almanda Mines car park 

Mon 13 - Tues 14 Pt. despectans - Koolunga & Peppermint Gully 
Sun 28 - Tues 30 ForestrySA - Nangwarry NFR survey: Accommodated at Whiskas Woolshed 

    
November   

Sat 1 - Tues 4 ANOS Vic, Portland 
Tues 11 - Wed 12 Pt. despectans - Koolunga & Peppermint Gully 

 
Annual Auction 
Members are reminded that this years Auction has been moved to the October meeting.  
Please note this in diaries so you can be there for this wonderful evening. Start by putting 
together all those unusual and/or attractive items that you no longer have any use for instead 
of forever hoarding them.  Allow the enjoyment of them to be shared by others. 
 

Next Judges Meeting - will be on Saturday 4th October at 9.30am at Les Nesbitts.  

 
Christmas raffle 
The Annual Christmas raffle will be drawn at the November meeting. To facilitate this 
members are asked to bring donations to the general meetings prior to that month.  With 
thanks. (The November meeting will be guest speaker from Queensland, Justin Priddy, 
followed by the usual Christmas Supper). 
 
 

69



 
 
 

 

ARTICLES/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT JOURNAL 
Closing date is Friday 10th October 

 
NOSSA SPRING SHOW 20-21 SEPTEMBER 2008 

St Bernadettes Hall, South Road, St Marys 
 

For details see the August journal 
Please remember 
 
Volunteers: are needed to man the entrance and raffle table, the trading table, answer 
questions and assist the public in selecting plants.   
 
 
 
 
How it is Done        Reg Shooter 
 
An orchid that catches everyone’s eye is Dendrobium Anne’s Rainbow Surprise.  This is a 
hybrid registered by Florafest Nursery in 1995.  It has four species in its make up, speciosum 
50%, kingianum 10%, bigibbum 12% & tetragonum 28%.  With so many different species in 
its make up the progeny can be quite varied and can vary in colour from almost white 
through pinks and bicolour to deep red/purples.  The specimen benched at the meeting was a 
fairly large plant carrying five open racemes and five still in bud.  The flowers were of a 
good shape and well displayed on the spike.  In colour they were an unusual creamy white 
with lilac tips to all segments with a complementary purple pointed labellum.  This hybrid 
grows quite well in a shade house of 50% shade for most of the year only requiring 
protection of the developing flowers as they form in late winter early spring.  
 
Another to attract attention was Den. Egret, only a small plant carrying one raceme with 
large good shaped deep magenta coloured flowers.  Registered in 2000 it is a combination of 
six different species.  One of these is Den. bigibbum contributing just 12.5% of its genes to 
the hybrid but is most obvious in its influence as far as colour.  Like the previous plant 
discussed it can be grown in the shadehouse satisfactorily but if a more protected 
environment can be provided, at least during the cooler months, it will reward you with 
bigger & better flowers. 
 
Not many plants on the bench this month possibly due to a number of factors, the hot spell 
we had earlier in the year that did a lot of damage followed by quite cold conditions 
recently.  Also members are aware of up & coming shows and could be holding them back 
for exhibition, let’s hope so.   
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Native Orchids.  The Epiphytes: September.             Steve Howard 
 
Spring has come and with it the peak of our native flowering season.  One by one our plants 
will burst into colour and release their perfume, sometimes so strong it will drive you out of 
the shade house.  As a rule flowers on most natives are not long lasting. 2 to 3 weeks would 
see most of them finish.  Warm weather and shopping centres will certainly reduce the 
flowers keeping qualities.  One problem we all face as growers is the best plants always 
manage to peak just before or just after we display them but there are some tricks to learn 
here.  To hold a plant in good condition you need to keep it cool.  I have heard of plants 
being placed in fridges similar to those a florist shop uses to hold a plant.  The aim is for 
cool dry air.  Moist cool air will spot the flowers almost overnight.  The other extreme is to 
warm up a plant to force them open a bit quicker.  Be careful.  By warm I mean around 20C, 
not 30C in front of a roaring fire.  We all know how long flowers last when they flower out 
of season in summer.  Same if you get them too hot.  I will put them in the laundry where it 
is 18C for two or three days and maybe the night before the show in the lounge at 25C for 
one night but no more.  Being inside too long will cause buds to soften and drop.  If too hot 
too quickly you will get smaller flowers and some of these will not open properly. 
 
Another tip is to improve colour and the best way to do this is light.  I have always stressed 
the importance of light in assisting the plant grow and provide strong spikes to support the 
flowers.  This same bright light will bring out the colours especially with the pinks, reds and 
yellows.  I have put some of my yellows in full sun for a couple of hours a couple of days 
before a show and the intensification of the colours is noticeable. 
 
Presentation is another key area.  How many times do we see drooping flowers.  These 
spikes can be held upright with aid of a fine stake.  I use green wire stakes and florists tape. 
The aim here is to hide the stake as much as possible so the focus is towards the flowers. 
Keep any ties below the first flower.  It would pay to check with the judges because not all 
clubs permit staking of natives.  Staking should be done as the spikes have lengthened to full 
size and before the flowers open.  If you leave this to the last night before a show your spike 
will look a mess with flowers pointing in all directions, including up.  If you stake too early 
you will restrict the development of the spike that is in most cases rather rapid.  This 
restriction will yield twisted and contorted spikes so timing is important.  If this sounds too 
hard stick with those natives that display themselves without assistance.  I find some of the 
older Dendrobium Hilda Poxons and some of the few flowered hot/cold varieties are prone 
to this drooping flower/spike habit.   
 
Canes can also be staked and tied into a more presentable form.  Trim leaves that have dead 
or dying tips.  Cut these in a way that the leaf still maintains a natural shape and avoid 
cutting at right angles to give a square end that looks un-natural.  Clean up the leaves both 
sides with a 50/50 mixture of milk and water.  This will remove dirt and salts from Adelaide 
water and fertiliser.  Remove old leafless canes that you are sure will not flower again.  Top 
dress pots with some new mix to give the plants a fresher look.  Clean pots, especially at the 
drainage holes where salt build up is most concentrated.  Remove old sheaths if you can, 
especially those that look tatty.  I find wet sheaths peel away easily.  New seasons sheaths 
are usually clean and undamaged and should be left.  Remove last years flower spikes.  
Make sure your labels are fresh and the writing clear so we know what you are displaying.   
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Grab a few decorative pots.  It is amazing how a complimentary pot can really improve the 
look and display.  Take a nice pot of Sarcochilus hartmanii.  It looks ok in a black pot at 
bench level.  The same plant in a tall decorative container looks so much better with the 
viewer able to see all round the plant and closer to eye level.  These pots are dirt cheap in 
some of your second hand places.  In a tight competition between two excellent plants it can 
often boil down to the presentation of the plant after all the other factors such as shape, 
colour etc have been taken into account by the judges.  These are just a few ideas that will 
help you show your plants to their best. 
 
I am not sure how this year will pan out.  Many Den. speciosum growers seem to have a 
common complaint about the lack of spikes.  I see that as a positive in the fact that a poor 
year is followed by an outstanding year.  Already with eyes set for 2009 I am taking the 
steps to help my non flowering plants of 08 do their stuff next year.  A couple of frosts in 
July did not help either with some of the hot/colds aborting.  Only those under cover and 
hung high held their buds.  Many natives also appear to be a bit early this year.  This most 
likely was caused by a warmer than usual June. 
 
I have decided to stock up on mix etc in preparation for a busy time re potting.  Many 
natives have not been done for some time, the legacy of a large collection and long hours at 
work.  Re potting is especially important for your seedlings as it will push them along.  This 
is the aim as a sulking seedling will take years longer to flower. 
 
With the weather starting to warm we will soon start having to water our plants.  Let the 
weather dictate this for you.  September is a changeable month and October even more so. 
Warm then cold and back to warm can happen a day apart.  Same applies with the wet dry 
cycle.  Water your plants only if very dry.  In nature spring on the east coast where the bulk 
of our natives originate is traditionally the driest time of year.  This is when they flower so I 
am assuming they flower this time when their pollinators have a chance to do their stuff 
without getting rained on.  Top dress your natives with a little blood and bone this month. 
Not too much as we do not need any sludge at the bottom of the mix to rob the roots of air. 
Some growers also add a little lime to their natives as well.  1 gram per litre of water is an 
ample amount.  Be aware of fungal problems that increase from now.   
 
Many plants are weakened by the cold winter that has passed and as such will be susceptible 
to the many rots that affect our plants.  Natives that grew new growths over the winter will 
be very susceptible to fungal attack so do not be surprised to lose a few new canes.  
Preventative sprays of a contact fungicide will assist from now and if you have a suspect 
plant that was attacked over winter then add in a systemic as a double precaution especially 
if it is a good plant.  Mancozeb as a contact and Fongarid as a systemic usually sort most 
attacks out.  Be aware there are fungal problems that cannot be cured.  It is best to discard a 
plant that won’t respond rather than infect other plants in the vicinity. 
 
I hope this September flowering will be a good one for you.  Next month is October and it 
too remains a prime flowering month for natives with the focus more on the Sarcochilus 
clan.  See you at the shows. 
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Field Trip Report: Diplodium special to Fleurieu Peninsula July 2008 
R. Bates and Deidre 

 
Fifteen members and friends attended this day trip with leaders Barbie and Ken Bayley of 
Victor Harbor. 
 
Four different Diplodium were seen in flower and many other orchid species found. 
 
We began at Myponga where in fifteen minutes we saw in flower or bud Acianthus pusillus 
(F), Anzybas unguiculatus (F), Corysanthes dilatatus (F), Cyrtostylis reniformis (B), 
Linguella ‘Hills nana’(F), Nemacianthus caudatus (B), Pterostylis nutans (F) and many 
other species identified by leaf only. 
 
Our next stop was at Hindmarsh Tiers where we met guides Barbie and Ken, saw some 
wonderful green flowered Acianthus, more Pterostylis nutans and our first Diplodium ie D. 
bryophilum in flower along with deep purple Corysanthes and Linguella as before but in 
greater numbers. 
 
We then moved on to Parsons Beach Conservation Park, and wandered into soap mallee on 
sand and limestone near the beach.  Our guides soon found us large numbers of two different 
undescribed Diplodium, or shell orchids to the uninitiated.  The first was the soft green 
flowered Diplodium species ‘Newland Head’ (F)  which was growing with Urochilus 
sanguineus (F) and Linguella sp. ‘Mallee nana’ (F) and lots of Pyrorchis leaves.  On the 
other side of the road Jocelyn found us Diplodium species aff. dolichochilum (F) with 
purplish flowers mostly spent.  In the same area were many Leporella flowers mostly past 
their best, and Corunastylis species flowers over.  
 
It was just a hop step and jump to Newland Head CP from Parsons Beach (but longer by 
car).  Our guides had the gate key and after a shared picnic lunch in faint sunshine we 
crammed into the Four Wheel drives and lurched toward the headland through mallee and 
yaccas.  First stop on limestone yielded Cyrtostylis robusta (F), Corysanthes despectans (B) 
leaves of Thelymitra ‘laxifolia’ and leaves of Microtis, Caladenia latifolia, Pterostylis 
pedunculata, Linguella sp ‘Hills nana’ and the like but no Diplodium in flower. 
 
The next stop closer to the sea had great numbers of Diplodium sp. ‘Newland Head’ (F), 
Diplodium ?dolichochilum (S), Urochilus (F), with Glossodia, Arachnorchis and Pyrorchis 
leaves.  
The exciting climax saw us heading in the vehicles toward a 50m cliff into the sea before 
‘jumping out’ and walking a section of the Heysen Trail to a lookout over the Islands and 
Rosetta Bluff. There were a few Diplodium in flower, Caladenia latifolia (b) and leaves of 
Arachnorchis cardiochila. 
 
After returning to the other cars we managed to talk our guides into escorting us to Cut Hill 
near Victor Harbor where we saw Bunochilus viriosus (F), Pterostylis nutans (F) and leaves 
of Leptoceras, Thelymitra and Petalochilus amongst others. 
 
It had been a great trip and although four Diplodium could not equal our previous one day 
record we were satisfied as we knew we would see three more in a few days time at the 
Morialta excursion.  Thanks Barbie and Ken and all others who attended. 
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South-east Linguella Special Field Trip Report August 2008        R. Bates 
 
Up to ten members and friends attended this trip which was led at various times by June 
Niejalke, Christine Jackson and Cathy Houston. 
We began early Saturday morning in Karte Conservation Park under very dry conditions and 
ended late Monday at Nangwarry in pouring rain.  
 
We saw a total of five different Linguella: Linguella ‘Wheatbelt nana’ around Pinnaroo, L. 
‘Tall mallee nana’ at Karte,  L. ‘Mallee nana’ at Ngarkat, Desert Camp and Gip Gip, L. 
‘Coastal nana’ southern form at Nora Creina and L. ‘Hills nana’ at Nangwarry; that is we 
saw most of the Linguella known for the South-east in flower. 
 
Last year we did a similar trip in early July looking at Diplodium, this year we saw very few. 
What a difference a few weeks makes. 
Other orchids to delight us this trip included helmet orchids, in fact we could have called the 
trip ‘Helmet orchid special’ as we saw in flower Corysanthes incurvus at Desert Camp and 
Gip Gip; C. despectans, C. expansus, their hybrid and C. incurvus at Nora Creina, C. 
dilatatus and an unknown hybrid at Penola CP; then C. dentatus, C. dilatatus, C. incurvus, 
C. x miscellus and Anzybas unguiculatus at Nangwarry. 
 
The C. dentatus found by Cathy, Malcolm and Troy was a new record for the South-east. 
 
We also achieved well with Bunochilus finding numerous B. prasinus in two forms, small 
dark and large stripy near Pinnaroo; B. littoralis around Beachport in large numbers and 
finally B. chlorogrammus and B. smaragdynus at Nangwarry.  The latter were found by 
Christine Jackson and her daughter in law who are recent new members.  The whole trip 
provided a smorgasbord for photographers. 
 
The highlight of the trip came as part of the survey we are doing at Nangwarry for SA 
Forestry when June and Dizy found a huge patch of the nationally endangered spiral leaf sun 
orchid Thelymitra matthewsii on a bare fire break.  This represented an extension of its 
known range and was the first time in fifty years it had been seen in our South-east.  Troy 
Horn has arranged for the colony to be afforded extra protection.  
 
Other orchids seen in flower on the trip include Cyrtostylis reniformis, C. robusta, 
Pterostylis nutans, P. pedunculata and Taurantha concinna. 
 
 
 
Dendrobium tattonianum  Bateman  1865           Len Field 
 
Previous known as a syn. of Dendrobium canaliculatum. 
Found from between Rockhampton and Cairns in North Queensland on the Melaleuca 
species mainly in coastal swamps. 
There is very little difference between Dendrobium canaliculatum and this species except 
some difference in the colouring and a difference in the perfume of the flower. 
 
D.L. Jones (2006) gives the common names of ‘southern tea tree orchid’ or ‘onionbulb 
orchid’. 
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