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The Native Orchid Society of South Australia meets every 

4
th

 Tuesday of the months February -November 
 

NEXT MEETING  22 JUNE 2010 

Tuesday, 22 June, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington.  Meeting starts at 8:00 

p.m.   Doors to the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members access to the Library 

and trading table.    

The speaker for June will be Jane Hicks on Orchids on her property. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tues, 29
th

 June at the home of Bodo Jensen.  Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

 

Wed June 23rd   Morialta.  Diplodium 

July 25th    Porters Scrub for winter helmet orchids 

September 18-19  NOSSA Spring Show 

 



MAY MEETING 
Plants Benched 
Epiphyte Species:  Dendrobium bigibbum (6 plants benched); Dendrobium kingianum „Pink Stand‟; 

Dendrobium lithocola; Dendrobium monophyllum; Dockrillia wasselli; Liparis reflexa; Schistotylus 

purpuratus. 

Epiphyte Hybrids:  Dendrobium Aussie Angel x Aussie Victory; Dendrobium Hilda Poxon; 

Dendrobium Wasyl. 

Terrestrial Species: Diplodium alatum (Tas.); Diplodium bryophylum; Diplodium reflexum (NSW); 

Diplodium robustum; Diplodium torquatum; Urochilus sanguineus. 

Terrestrial Hybrids:  Pterostylis x Toveyana 
 

Judging Results 

Open Division Epiphyte Species                                                                   Grower 

1
st
  Dendrobium bigibbum ……….                                                             Steve Howard 

2
nd

  Dockrillia wassellii                                                                             Noel Oliver 

3
rd

  Liparis reflexa                                                                                     Steve Howard 
 

Second Division Epiphyte Species 

1
st 

  Schistotylus purpurata                                                                        Kris Kopicki 

No 2
nd

 or 3
rd

 
 

Open Division Epiphyte Hybrids                                                                       

1
st
  Dendrobium Hilda Poxon                                                                   Malcolm Guy 

2
nd 

 Dendrobium Wasyl                                                                             Malcolm Guy 

3
rd

  Dendrobium Aussie Angel x Aussie Victory                                      Bodo Jensen 
 

Second Division Epiphyte Hybrids 

None benched 
 

Open Division Terrestrial species 

1
st
  Urochilus sanguinea                                                                   L Nesbitt   

2
nd

  Diplodium robustum                                                                  L Nesbitt 

3
rd

  Diplodium reflexum                                                                   M Guy 
 

Open Division Terrestrial Hybrids                                                                       

1
st
  Pterostylis x Toveyana                                                                         M Guy  

No 2
nd

 or 3
rd

 
 

There were no terrestrial species or hybrids in the 2
nd

 Division 
 

Popular vote results 

Terrestrial species Open Division 

Diplodium truncatum.                                                                              Les Burgess 

Epiphyte species Open Division 

Dockrillia wassellii                                                                                 Noel Oliver 

Epiphyte hybrids Open Division 

Dendrobium Aussie Angel x Aussie Victory                                          Bodo Jensen 

Epiphyte species 2
nd

 Division 

Schistotylus purpurata                                                                            Kris Kopicki 
 

Orchid of the night 

Dendrobium biggibum                                                                            Steve Howard 
 

Commentaries on terrestrials given by Les Burgess & on epiphytes by Noel Oliver 
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May Speaker. 
Our Speaker for May, Paul Harvey of Leda Consulting Pty Ltd, provided us with an 

enlightening power-point show and talk on the River Murray “Is the drought over?”  We 

were given an update on where the water has come from and where it has gone following the 

rains that filled the River Darling.  Then we saw results of acidification and learnt how much 

money and work has gone into preventing this from happening to the Lower Lakes in SA.  

For those who missed this talk I have provided as link to a paper by Paul below.  

http://www.hydsoc.org/pdf/papers/Harvey_LowerLakes_20090528.pdf 
 

 

 

 
 

 

FIELD TRIPS 
 

 Wednesday June 23rd annual Morialta midweek ramble, meet 10am by main carpark 

adjacent the creek, Diplodium special. 

 July 25th, Porters Scrub for winter helmet orchids.  Meet Lobethal Bakery at 10am.  

Bring warm clothes and umbrella or raincoat.  Average max temp here in July is 12 degrees 

so be prepared for 8 degrees. 
 

 Advance notice:  

An additional trip in October to see Prasophyllum elatum and Pyrorchis in flower at Filsell 

Hill burn.  Also looking ahead a walk to Mt George Lookout in April 2011 for midges and 

Eriochilus and fringed hares. 
 

 

 

Coming Talks 

Current Speakers/Events Program for 2010: 

 June  Jane Hicks - Orchids on her property 

 July  Renata Faast -  

 August  Robert Lawrence 

 September Growers Meeting 

 October Noel Oliver - Dendrobium speciosum 

 November Auction and Supper 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION - NOSSA NEWS 

JUDGES MEETING 
The next NOSSA judges meeting will be on Saturday 3rd July commencing at 9.30 am 

at 18 Cambridge St, Vale Park.   

A new mailing officer is required as Bob Gunn is retiring from the position 

in August.  Please contact Bob or Bodo Jensen if you are interested. 

ARTICLES/ITEMS FOR THE NEXT JOURNAL 
Closing date is Friday 9

th
 July. 

http://www.hydsoc.org/pdf/papers/Harvey_LowerLakes_20090528.pdf


Plant of the Night – May 2010      Les Nesbitt 

 

The best plant at the May meeting according to the judges was Dendrobium biggibum 

„Greens‟ grown by Steve Howard.  A nice specimen plant with 4 or 5 racemes of 

pink/mauve shapely flowers.  The plant was in a small pot containing small bark and 

diatomite.  It is watered daily with rainwater in summer but only once a fortnight in winter 

or if canes shrivel.  Steve applies Miracle Grow and Horticultural Solutions Native Mix 

fertilisers in summer.  No fertiliser is given from April to October.  The plant gets 50% 

shadehouse conditions in summer.  When flowering and resting the plant is grown indoors 

in the lounge room.  

 

Steve says this orchid is easy to grow if kept warm and dry over winter.  Plants must be 

brought inside when night temperatures fall below 12‟C especially when in bud otherwise 

bud drop will occur. 
 

 

 

Epiphytic Species No. 1 – Dendrobium kingianum   Les Nesbitt 
 

Dendrobium kingianum grows naturally along the east coast in NSW and Qld.  It is found 

from sea level to the ranges growing on rocks and cliffs.  It is a neat compact plant with 

smallish flowers ranging from pure white, white with purple lip, pink & dark pink to almost 

purple.  The plant habit varies from short fat canes to long spindly type canes.  I have seen a 

backyard collection of hundreds of nothing but kingianum plants in Sydney. 

 

The flowering period in Adelaide is September-October.  Most clones flower after the 

NOSSA Spring show.  The best plants cover themselves with flowers for 2-3 weeks. 

Den. kingianum has been used extensively in breeding.  It dominates flower shape and size. 

Its hybrids make good pot plants.  Some well known primary hybrids that grow easily in 

Adelaide are Delicatum (x with speciosum), Bardo Rose (x falcorostrum), Ellen (x 

tetragonum), Suffusum (x gracilicaule) and Ella Victoria Leaney (x jonesii). 

 

Den. kingianum grows best in pots in a bark mix under 50% shadecloth.  The leaves burn 

badly in summer heat waves and drop off.  An extra layer of 50% shadecloth and misters in 

summer will help prevent burn.  Seedlings and new growths are very tasty for red spider in 

summer.  Use a systemic insecticide drench such as confidor to control these tiny pests. 

Spraying under the leaves with water in hot weather helps dislodge red spider.  Other pests 

are scale and caterpillars.  Give your plants plenty of light in winter.  Extra shadecloth 

should be removed before Anzac Day.  

 

Den. kingianum is easy to pollinate and the smallish pods are packed with seed.  When 

flasked, every seed grows.  A number of nurseries list line bred kingianum seedlings aimed 

at richer colours, spots or stripes and nice compact free flowering plants that hold the 

flowers erect on strong stems.  A few of these are included in the raffle prizes this year. 
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An Eriochilus study in the Southern Flinders Ranges: 2010 
R. Bates 

 

Until 2009 when NOSSA did an orchid study of Wirrabara Forest Reserve the parsons bands 

or Eriochilus were thought to be rare in the Flinders Ranges, but that year Eriochilus were 

found all the way north to Mount Remarkable and were often seen as locally common. 

 

In 2010 I did two visits, one in April and one in May to see how well they flowered after a 

wet spring the previous year.  

 

Results: all colonies at Wirrabara flowered spectacularly in April 2010 but at Mt 

Remarkable flowering was poor.  No leaves were visible at the time.  The flowers were 

white with some strong colour and stems were quite bristly, see image.  At Wirrabara plants 

were sturdy with up to four flowers per scape yet at Mt Remarkable plants were spindly and 

flowers mostly single.   

 

It was thought that the reason for this difference lay in the wet spring of 2009 at Wirrabara 

with much less rain at Mt Remarkable. 

 

The second visit in May showed a different picture.  Very little rain had fallen at Wirrabara 

in autumn and the stems of all plants had hardly elongated.  Yet seed capsule were plentiful.  

In contrast, Melrose near Mt Remarkable had received good autumn rain and stems there 

had doubled in length.   

 

So it seems that the number of flowers and strength of plants depends on rain the previous 

season whilst height of stems depend on rain during the current flowering season. 

 

Curiously, in both areas a second flush of flowering occurred in May with the second flush 

at Wirrabara producing tiny flowers on short spindly stems (see image) while those at Mt 

Remarkable had larger flowers on tall stems.  

 

Flowers seen in both areas were similar in appearance and both had leaves which were large, 

apiculate, dark green, ribbed and hairy above, purple below.  Both the April flowered and 

May flowered plants belonged to the same taxon and clearly flower size and number, and 

scape length, are not useful in separating species as they are so variable.  On the other hand 

leaf shape, texture, ribbing and colour below are important in identifying the species as these 

are constant features. 

 

Conclusions: only one species of Eriochilus occurs in the Flinders Ranges and this is the 

same as the common woodland species in the Mt Lofty Ranges.  This species has never been 

named officially but is generally known as Eriochilus sp „Hills woodland‟ and is best 

identified by its leaf … see image.  This is the most common of three or four Eriochilus 

species in SA. 
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Leaf of April flowering Eriochilus at Wirrabara dwarfing later May flowered 

plants behind it. 

 

Eriochilus species Hills near Mt Remarkable in May 2010 
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Surveying in the South East     Cathy Houston 
 

In recent years a number of N.O.S.S.A. members interested in field work have been involved in 

surveys for orchids.  These include surveys for individuals as well as government or semi-

government organisations. 

Late in March this year we undertook an Autumn survey of a forest in the South-East known as The 

Marshes.  As the name suggests the area is well served with swamps as well as forest of Stringybark 

with sandy soil.  Several members met the day before to check some areas in the upper SE.  Here in 

sandy-heath there were two species of Corunastylis in flower, often not very distant from each other, 

but each favouring different habitats. In the heath were C. aff. rufa in flower and capsule.  In mallee 

open forest C. tepperi had recently commenced flowering. 

In areas dominated by granite outcrops were found Eriochilus cucullatus flowering and perhaps 

another un-described Eriochilus species.  Leaves were not present, so no distinction could be made 

from flowers alone.  However, in mallee the flowers were larger and supported on much taller stems.  

Those on the granite were small flowered on short stem, there being no apparent difference in the 

flowers themselves.  Here also the C. aff. rufa was seen in flower and capsule. 

In the lower SE a sojourn into Honans Native Forest Reserve produced yet different species, some in 

flower.  C. ciliata was already in capsule, the distinctive greenish-yellow lateral sepals still evident 

and under magnification hairs could be detected on the labellum.  C. despectans had the very last 

flowers on the top of the scape as well as capsules on earlier flowering specimens.  Speculantha 

obesa had just commenced flowering.  In most cases the inward facing, smallish flowers had only 

the bottom one open with buds on the stem above.  Rosettes were not yet present.  We were amazed 

to find Pterostylis nutans rosettes already emerging.  A little less surprising was Leporella fimbriata, 

but the number of flowers seen at this early stage was few. 

The Marshes is not renowned for being prolific in Autumn flowering orchids but our visit was 

scheduled to try to locate as many as we could.  By the second day we were rewarded with the 

discovery of plenty of Spiranthes alticola, which were represented in most of the swamps in the 

western sector.  It is interesting to note that years ago they were found prolifically in the eastern 

sector but this appears to have dried out too much for them these days.  S. obesa was found in very 

low numbers and this time one of the plants already had a capsule. 

Perhaps the greatest excitement was afforded when two members thought they found Cryptostylis 

subulata leaves.  All the surveyors collected for lunch and soon were down at the site considering if 

the leaves lived up to the name.  Much discussion ensued. If only there was a flower to confirm the 

diagnosis.  After what seemed like an age a “tired” flower was located!  C. despectans had 

previously been recorded for the forest and a considerable amount of time was spent in searching 

known locations but to no avail.  Not Autumn flowering but the other orchid found was Dipodium 

roseum which was heavy with capsule.  Some of the stems had up to eight large pods hanging on 

them. 

At Mt. Lyon Native Forest Reserve we were able to view many Cryptostylis subulata in flower and 

capsule.  Another trip was made to Honans to locate C. subulata from provided GPS readings.  After 

a bit of interesting navigation both swamps were located.  However we were unable to find the target 

species, one swamp appearing to now be too dry to sustain this species. 

A quick trip was made to Telford Scrub Conservation Park following one of the survey days.  Here 

we saw Eriochilus sp. in flower.  This time they were large flowers with tall, almost robust stems.  

Leaves were yet to emerge.  Another surprise was to await us here. Bunochilus spikes were well up 

and it was evident there were two species represented.  Some of the spikes were quite pinkish with 

leaves still tightly furled on the spike.  Flowering will clarify more for us; some of the spikes will 

have a long growing time. 

Upon completion of the surveys some members headed for Piccaninnie Ponds Conservation Park in 

yet another attempt to locate Eriochilus in flower.  This time we were successful.  It is a long way to 

travel when not knowing the exact flowering time for the area, and those times can change with each 

season!  On short thin stems, small flowers with still the same general appearance were what greeted 

us.  There we buds and capsules present as well, but most interesting to us was the presence of  
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obviously earlier capsules.  One had already dehisced and all were far more robust and distinctly 

different from the smaller red-striped hairy capsules of the currently flowering species. 

On next to more Native Forest Reserves.  Once again the target species was Eriochilus but 

we were hoping to find among the flowers some colourful pink specimens.  It seemed this 

time we were a little too early because few flowers were seen.  However, a strong coloured 

pink flower was located and so became much photographed.  The next area was low open 

forest with bracken and heath understorey.  Showers caught up with us and lowered the 

visibility very considerably.  This made it hard to look for small greenhood type flowers but 

possible to find, once again Eriochilus sp.  Some lovely double headed flowers were seen 

but no leaves were evident. 

At this early stage of the year it was amazing how many orchids were seen, albeit over quite 

a wide ranging area.  Perhaps some worthwhile early rains in the lower SE had been useful, 

but most of the species are not heavily dependent upon this for their Autumn appearance. 
 

[A picture accompanying this article which is available on the NOSSA website has been 

omitted. Ed.] 

 
 

My way of growing Native Orchids      Ken Wilson 

 

I do not have a shade house or bush house as such. 

Two thirds of my back garden is covered with % of 70% green shade cloth and % of Sun 

Protection Plastic. 

 

At present, I don't grow any epiphyte orchids.  I only grow Native Terrestrial Orchids. 

At present, I have approximately 70 pots of various species and a few hybrids. I 

also grow and hybridize other plants, in particular Gesneriads. 

 

My way of growing the terrestrials is as follows: 

I cease watering when all the leaves have turned brown and shriveled.  Potting is carried out 

in November/December/January, whilst the tubers are dormant. 

The tubers are all cleaned of all the old potting mix, pots are washed and sterilized in a weak 

solution of bleach (1 tblspn) in 5 litres of water for 2 to 3 hours. 

New potting mix is prepared in the following manner, 25% of the old mix to 75% new mix.  

The new mix is 50% premium commercial potting mix, 40% course sand, 10% leaf mould 

and to this I add 1 tblspn of blood and bone in 10 litres of mix. 

 

The pots are 125mm, filled to 7cm from the top of the pot, the tubers are placed in the 

potting mix and fill to 2cm from the top.  Tubers of Leptoceras menziesii, I place in a plastic 

bag with the skin of a banana for two weeks, replace the skin after a week, then pot up as 

usual.  Water in and a covering of 1.5cm of Pine /Sheoak needles.  The pots are placed in a 

cool area.  At the first sign of growth, watering is increased. 

Do not allow the pots to dry out during the growing period. 

I do not fertilize my terrestrial orchids. 

 

The first orchids to emerge are Greenhoods, Diuris, followed by Thelymitra. 

Two of my species are swamp orchids, Spiranthes sinensis and Diuris drummondii.  These I 

stand the pot on a saucer with a small amount of water during the growing season. 
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ORCHID OF THE MONTH 

 

Dendrobium monophyllum  Muell   1859         Len Field 

 

Common name Lily of the valley 

The name monophyllum comes from the Greek word Mono (single) and Phylon (leaf) and 

named by F.Mueller in the year 1859 from a plant found at Moreton Bay Queensland by 

W.Hill, it was also named as Dendrobium tortile Cunningham 1839 Callista monophyllum 

(Rev Kuntze  1891 and Australorchis monophylla (F.Muell) Brieger in Schlecter, 

Die Orchideen ed 3 (11/12):741 (1981) 

It is the largest of the species in this section and though known as monophyllum (one leaf) 

two leaves are quite common on this plant while the common name of Lily of the valley 

comes from the sweet smell of the flowers which all face the same direction. 

 

Distribution.  While ranging from New South Wales (approx Grafton although some reports 

place it much further south) up to N.E.Queensland (Annon River) in S.E. Cape York 

Peninsular where in tropical areas it is confined to above 600m altitude while in more 

southern areas it spreads to the coast.  I have even found it on offshore islands in 

S.E.Queensland growing quite happily into large clumps on Hoop pines (Araucaria 

cunninghamii).  This orchid in my opinion reaches its full glory on the high cliff faces of the 

ranges South West of Rockhampton where it can form huge mats on these high rock faces 

and when in flower are a sight to behold.  

 

Dendrobium monophyllum is the largest of the three species in the monophyllaea section of 

Dendrobium.  In the southern range of its habitat it can form huge clumps growing on trees 

and rock faces while in its northern area tends to be smaller in its growth habits.  In rain 

forests it tends to grow high up in the trees no doubt to get more light while in more open 

habitat it grows lower down on trees and even rock faces and large boulders.  I have seen it 

growing on Hoop pines (Araucaria cunninghamii) swamp oaks (Casuarina glauca) and 

beech trees (Nothofagus moorei) to name some of its hosts.  It can become quite common 

and widespread in its growing area. 

 

Flowering can take place several times a year with early spring and to a lesser degree mid 

autumn the main flowering times, very seldom in winter. Flowers range in colour from dull 

to bright yellow, bell shaped and half nodding. It usually flowers once from each pseudo 

bulb while the rhizome stands of from the host with the roots resembling rows of stilts and 

they do not bury themselves in the moss or litter, as do most epiphytes. 

 

Culture.  While this species is fairly easy to grow some care must be taken for while they 

can be grown in open bush house, they do not like the temperature to get down near zero, 

although some plants are more tolerant to the cold than others, no doubt due to where they 

originally came from.  Good light is also essential with high humidity and plenty of air 

movement is a must for while they need a lot of watering in the hot months they must be 
allowed to dry out between watering.  Slab culture seems to be the best so long as they can 

be tied tightly to their host and hung up high.  Slabs can consist of Tree fern fibre, cork 

hardwood etc.  The main thing is that they do not retain moisture in the host and I have had 

good results growing it on gutter guard filled with coconut fibre.  It also does well tied to 

live trees.  
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 Dendrobium biggibum  

 Plants benched May 2010                       1                              photo's D. Hirst

Dockrillia wassellii

Liparis reflexa

Dendrobium monophyllum  
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Schistotylus purpuratus

Dendrobium kingianum  

 Dendrobium Hilda Poxon

Dendrobium WasylDendrobium Aussie Angel x Aussie Victory
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Diplodium alatum

 Pterostylis x Toveyana Urochilus sanguineus

Diplodium reflexum

  Diplodium torquatum   Diplodium bryophilum

 


