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The Native Orchid Society of South Australia meets every 

4
th

 Tuesday of the months February -November 
 

NEXT MEETING  26 OCTOBER 2010 

Tuesday, 26 October, St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington.  Meeting starts at 8:00 

p.m.   Doors to the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members access to the Library 

and trading table.    

The NOSSA Sarcanthinae Show 2010 will be held at this meeting. 

The talk at the October Meeting will be on Dendrobium speciosum given by Noel Oliver  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tues, 2
nd

 November at the home of Bodo Jensen.  Meeting commences at 7:30 

p.m. 
 

 

DIARY DATES 
 

October 23
rd

    All day Sunday, Christmas Tree Hill, donkey orchids & others 

October 30
th

  Mt Lofty Botanic Gardens ‘Walk with NOSSA’ see Sept Journal 

November 6   Chookarloo and Blackfellow Creek for Cinnamon Bells 



SEPTEMBER MEETING  

Plants Benched 
 

Epiphyte Species:  Dendrobium aemulum (2 plants):  Dendrobium falcorostrum: Dendrobium 

gracillicaule: Dendrobium speciosum ‘pedunculatum’: Dendrobium kingianum: Dendrobium 

kingianum ‘big foot’; Dockrillia striolatum: Sarcochilus aequalis: Sarcochilus argochilus: Sarcochilus 

spathulatus. 

Epiphyte Hybrids:  Dendrobium Aussie Starlight; Den. Australian Rose; Den. Bardo Rose ‘Pink 

Delight’; Den. Brinawa Charm: Den. Brinawa Charm x Aussie Quest; Den. Brinawa Charm x 

Bicentennial Blush’; Den. Elegant Heart ‘Bluetongue’ x ‘Cheeky Dons’; Den. Elegant Heart x 

speciosum ‘pedunculatum’ x Zip; Den. Gillian Leaney x Gay Ellen; Den. Gracious Cascades ‘Lemon 

Twist’; Den. kingianum ‘Corrigans Red’; Den. x delicatum; Den. Mem Alicia; Den. South Coast 

Ruby No 1; Den. Victoria Splendour; Den. Zip x falcorostrum (2 plants); Dockrillia linguiforme x 

racemosum x pugioniforme; Dock. Rosemary Jupp. 
 

Terrestrial Species: Caladenia carnea; Cal. latifolia; Cal. latifolia white; Cal. tentaculata; 

Chiloglottis platyptera; Chilo. trapeziformis; Cyrtostylis oblonga NZ; Diuris amplissima WA; D. 

laxiflora; D. orientis ‘yellow’; D. palustris; D. punctata; D. sulphurea; Leptoceras menziesii; 

Pterostylis nutans ‘Myponga’; Ptst. nutans white; Ptst. pedunculata; Thelymitra luteocilium. 

Terrestrial Hybrids:  Caladenia Fairy Floss; Diuris Earwig (3 plants); D. Pioneer Big Ears; D. x 

palachilus; Pterostylis Hoodwink (3 plants); Pterostylis (Cutie x baptistii); Pterostylis Bantam; 

Thelymitra ‘Queen Adelaide’. 
 

Judging Results                                                                 Grower 

Epiphyte Species Open Division 

1
st
  Dendrobium speciosum ‘pedunculatum’                                                Noel Oliver 

2
nd 

 Dendrobium falcorostrum                                                                      John & Bev Gay 

3
rd  Sarcochilus aequalis                                                                               Les Nesbitt 

Epiphyte Hybrids Open Division                                                                       

1
st
  Dendrobium Gracious Cascades ‘Lemon Twist’                                   Trevor Garard 

2
nd 

 Dendrobium Bardo Rose ‘Pink Delight’                                                John & Bev Gay 

3
rd

  Dendrobium x gracillimum                                                                    John & Bev Gay 

Epiphyte Species Second Division 

1
st
  Dendrobium aemulum                                                                             Kris Kopicki 

2
nd

 Dendrobium gracillicaule                                                                       Kris Kopicki 

3
rd

 Sarcochilus spathulatus                                                                           Kris Kopicki 

Epiphyte Hybrids Second Division 

1
st
  Dendrobium Zip x falcorostrum                                                             Janet Adams 

2
nd 

 Dendrobium Elegant Heart x speciosum                                                Janet Adams 

3
rd

  Dendrobium Zip x falcorostrum                                                             Janet Adams 
 

Terrestrial species Open Division 

1st  Caladenia latifolia                                                                                 M & L Guy 

2
nd Caladenia latifolia                                                                                  M & L Guy 

3
rd  Diuris laxiflora                                                                                        Les Nesbitt 

Terrestrial Hybrids Open Division                                                                       

1
st
 Diuris Earwig                                                                                           Les Burgess  

2
nd

  Pterostylis (Cutie x baptistii)                                                                  D & J Higgs 

3
rd

 Pterostylis Hoodwink                                                                               Les Nesbitt 

Terrestrial species Second Division 

1st Chiloglottis platyptera                                                                             Kris Kopicki 

2
nd

 Caladenia tentaculata                                                                              Kris Kopicki 

3
rd

  Pterostylis pedunculata                                                                           Kris Kopicki 

Terrestrial hybrid Second Division 

1
st
 Thelymitra ‘Queen Adelaide’                                                                   Kris Kopicki 

2nd Diuris Earwig                                                                                          Janet Adams  

3
rd

  Diuris Earwig                                                                                          Janet Adams 
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Popular vote results 
 

Terrestrial species Open Division 

Caladenia latifolia                                                                                        M & L Guy 

Terrestrial Hybrids Open Division 

Pterostylis Hoodwink                                                                                   Les Nesbitt 

Terrestrial species Second Division 

Chiloglottis platyptera                                                                                  Kris Kopicki 

Terrestrial hybrid Second Division 

Diuris Earwig                                                                                                Janet Adams 
 

Epiphyte Species Open Division 

Dendrobium kingianum ‘big foot’                    equal                                   M & L Guy 

Sarcochilus aequalis                                         equal                                   Les Nesbitt 

Epiphyte hybrids Open Division 

Dendrobium Gracious Cascades ‘Lemon Twist’                                         Trevor Garard 
Epiphyte Species Second Division 

Dendrobium gracillicaule                                                                             Kris Kopicki 

Epiphyte hybrid Second Division 

Dendrobium Zip x falcorostrum                                                                   Janet Adams 
 

Orchid of the night 

Dendrobium Gracious Cascades ‘Lemon Twist’                                           Trevor Garard 
 

Commentaries on terrestrials given by Les Nesbitt & on epiphytes by Les Burgess 
 

 

September Speakers. 
Members were able to wander between practical demonstrations given around the hall by the 

following experts.  Kris Kopicki demonstrated the technique of mounting epiphytes to slabs.  

Trevor Garard was busy deflasking Sarcochilus and members were encouraged to apply hands 

on to gain any confidence needed.  Les Nesbitt demonstrated potting on of terrestrials and 

likewise Les Burgess showed how with potting up of Pterostylis tubers.  John Gay potted up 

keikeis of a Dendrobium while Bodo also was deflasking some Dendrobium kingianum 

hybrids.  I was impressed with the shredded bark used by Trevor Garard but perhaps we will 

have more on that in a future issue.   

The email version of this journal has a page with a photo of each group.  

 

 

 

 

FIELD TRIPS 
 

October 23
rd

  All day Sunday Christmas Tree Hill meet at  Kuitpo Forest Headquarters at 10 

am; bring picnic lunch.  Looking for sun-orchids and more 

 

October 30 Mt Lofty Botanic Gardens ‘Walk with NOSSA’  
  11am-12am lower car park.  see the back cover of the September Journal. 
 

November 6
th

   Gastrodia special [Cinnamon Bells]. Meet at gate to Chookarloo camp 

grounds Kuitpo at 10 am or Meadows service station corner at 9.30. After 30 minutes at 

Chookarloo we head to Blackfellow Creek about 8 km south. Trip to finish at 12.30. 

Contact Bob Bates. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION - NOSSA NEWS 



 

 

XMAS RAFFLE 
 

Please bring in to the October meeting any items to Faye Eaton that can be added to the 

Christmas Stocking/Basket Raffle prize.  Please check that the use by dates on the products 

will still be current into 2011.   
 

 

ANNUAL BBQ  
 

The venue for the Annual BBQ in November 28th will be in idyllic settings at Jane & Don 

Higgs property at Myponga.   

 

Details will be in the November journal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seedlings 
 

Les Nesbitt has suggested that seedlings be provided free to people attending the NOSSA 

Spring Show in 2011.  He is prepared to donate seedlings of Dendrobium kingianum / 

Thelychiton kingianus that could be deflasked for this purpose.   

We are asking for volunteers to grow seedlings on for distribution at the Show.  Flasks could 

be brought to the November meeting.  If interested and you are unable to get to the October 

meeting please contact Les.  
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TUBER BANK 

Tubers (or, at this stage, promise of prospective tubers) are urgently needed for the Tuber 

Bank.  Could you please let me know if you will have any, and what they are, as soon as 

possible, so that I can compile a list before December.  Thank you.  Contact details are as 

follows:- 

Jane Higgs  

Phone no. 08 85586247 

P.O. Box 134  

MYPONGA.  S.A.  5202 

email:  jhiggs@activ8.net.au 

 

 

2010 NOSSA SHOW PHOTOS. 

 

The Editor has copied all his pictures of awarded plants in the 2010 NOSSA SHOW and a few 

other photos of plants or participants to CD.  If interested a copy of the CD is in the NOSSA 

Library for borrowing 

mailto:jhiggs@activ8.net.au


 

 

 

NOSSA Sarcanthinae Show 2010 
 

Held at October monthly meeting [Tuesday 26th] 
 

Show Schedule 

 

NOSSA Sarcochilus Show Schedule October 2010 
 

Class  Description  

1  Sarcochilus hartmannii  

2  Sarcochilus falcatus  

3  Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii  

4  Other Sarcochilus Species  

5  Other allied species  

6  Specimen species  

7  Seedling - species 1
st 

flowering (Mark with a white ribbon)  

8  Sarcochilus Fitzhart  

9  Sarcochilus Hybrid – predominately white  

10  Sarcochilus Hybrid – white with red centre  

11  Sarcochilus Hybrid – pink/red  

12  Sarcochilus Hybrid – yellow/green  

13  Sarcochilus Hybrid – any other colour  

14  Intergeneric hybrid including a Sarcochilus  

15  Specimen hybrid  

16  Seedling - hybrid 1
st 

flowering (Mark with a white ribbon)  

Grand Champion of the show  

 

Bring in all your sarco plants for a good showing and a chance for a prize or 

two. 
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ARTICLES / ITEMS FOR NEXT JOURNAL 
 

Articles / items for the October journal need to reach the Editor by Friday Nov. 5
th

  
 

JUDGES MEETING 
Next judges meeting is on Saturday 6

th
 November starting 9.30 am at 18 Cambridge St Vale 

Park 



 

SPRING SHOW CHAMPIONS 2010 

DESCRIPTION  Orchid Grower 

Grand Champion  

Dendrobium Amber Banks 'Wobble' Trevor Garard 

(NOSSA Trophy) 

Donated by NOSSA 

Champion Terrestrial 

Species 

Diuris orientis 'Kuitpo SA' Bodo Jensen 

(The Roy Hargreaves Trophy) 

Donated by the Hargreaves 

Family 

Champion Terrestrial 

Hybrid 

Pterostylis Dusky Duke Jane & Don Higgs 

(The Kay Nesbitt Trophy) 

Donated by Les Nesbitt 

Champion Epiphytic Species 

Dendrobium speciosum var speciosum x var 

curvicaule Steve Howard 

(The Wells Trophy) 

Donated by Bubs Wells 

Champion Epiphytic Hybrid 

Den. Amber Banks 'Wobble' Trevor Garard 

AOC Trophy 

Donated by NOSSA 

Champion Novice Terrestrial 

Species 

Pterostylis curta Janet Adams 

The Fuller Terrestrial Trophy 

Donated by Margaret Fuller 

Champion Novice Epiphytic 

Species 

Dendrobium gracilicaule Kris Kopicki 

The Fuller Epiphyte Trophy 

Donated by Margaret Fuller 

Champion Floral Art Exhibit 

Vase of Native Orchids Janet Adams   

Best Australian Species 

Diuris orientis 'Kuitpo SA' Bodo Jensen 

Bill Murdoch Trophy 

nomination 

Les Nesbitt Award nomination 

Best Australian Hybrid 

Den. Amber Banks 'Wobble Trevor Garard 

Ira Butler Trophy nomination 

Reg Shooter Award 

nomination 

Best Australasian Species  

No entries   

G. Herman Slade Trophy 

nomination 

Best Australasian Hybrid 

No entries   

G. Herman Slade Trophy 

nomination 

Best Floor Display 81 points Jane & Don Higgs 

Best Table Top Display 70 points Noel Oliver 
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Growers Group Tips #1       Les Nesbitt 
 

Sarcochilus 
Here are some growing tips I picked up from the lecturers at the recent Newcastle Native 

Orchid Conference.  
 

 Sarcochilus hartmannii always grows on rocks, never on trees or in the ground.  

Therefore you can use stones in the mix.  Roots run across run across the rocks in full sun 

for up to 1m searching for a crevice with cool moisture and detritus.  There is always a 

strong updraft to cool the plants during the day.  At night the temperature can drop as low as 

3ºC.  Does this indicate larger pots for hartmanii in Adelaide? 
 

 Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii also grows on rocky cliff faces but in dense shade where mists 

rise most days.  Its roots like to find cool crevices so it was suggested that a stone or two be 

placed on top of the pot to cover some roots.  This species hates stale compost so repot 

annually. 
 

 The volcanic rocks on which these species grow in nature contain sulphur, so local 

growers use fertilisers very low in phosphorous.  They also have water with very low salt 

content available.  Adelaide water is alkaline and has a high salt content so we probably 

need some phosphorous in our fertilisers. 
 

 Growers in NSW & QLD add sugar, molasses or honey to their fertilisers.  They believe 

that the Aussie bush provides plenty of sugar which improves plant growth. 
 

 Sarcs have a reputation for aborting seed pods before maturity.  A tip for Sarc. breeders 

is to place a drop of honey on the tip of a half developed flower spike.  This causes a small 

new plant (keikei) to develop on the end of the spike which keeps the spike growing long 

after the flowers have faded.  Any pods produced on the spike have an excellent chance of 

growing to maturity.  

 

 

6
th

 Australasian Orchid Conference Report    Les Nesbitt 
 

What an experience the 6
th

 Australasian Orchid Conference and Show was?  So much 

happens it is hard to take it all in at the time.  There are the friends new and old, the fabulous 

orchids, the technical stuff, the vendors, the future plans, the local knowledge & perspective 

of Newcastle, newspapers with no news of AFL teams, pies but not pasties.  The clashes of 

events when you want to attend both.  The changes you want to make when you get home.  I 

took photos and wrote notes each night to help digest later what happened in those 5 hectic 

days.  What a pity that only 3 South Australians were there.  We have fallen a long way 

from the heady days of 1996 when NOSSA organized The 3rd Australasian Native Orchid 

Conference and Show. 
 

After months of preparation the roller coaster started at the August meeting when flowers 

were cut and lovingly packed for the NOSSA cut flower display.  Too large for cabin 

luggage, the box of flowers and props had to go in the aircraft hold at 5am next morning. 

The plane was jam packed but got to Sydney on time at 8.10.am.  Lugging 2 bags and The 

Box it was onto the train to Sydney Central Station and then on the very relaxing country 

express to Newcastle.  We were going very fast but I thought I saw one Cymbidium suave 

plant in a gum tree on the way. 
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On arrival at The Panthers Club at 12.30pm you sign in and get immersed in the organized 

chaos of show setup.  Our table was found and The Box opened.  Having never done a cut 

flower display before this was all new.  What a disappointment to discover that some 

flowers had come out of their tubes of water gel.  All the flowers were wilted.  Some would 

not recover.  It was embarrassing.  Still you have to make the best of a bad situation and go 

on with the show.  The 2pm deadline for judging registration was fast approaching so water 

was added to the pre-prepared green jars and the limp stems inserted while hoping for a 

miracle.  More experienced exhibitors advised me later that I should have immersed the 

flowers in sugary water for an hour or so on arrival and they may have stiffened up.  Tiny 

flowers with no water holding capacity like Cyrtostylis robusta and Acianthus caudatus 

went straight into the bin as they could not be saved.  The epiphytes stayed wilted so the 

judges gave no prizes to them.  The greenhoods perked up temporarily until judging was 

over then slowly deteriorated day by day.  The best performer was the blue Thelymitra nuda 

that opened up each day in the warm conditions inside the auditorium and lasted in 

reasonable condition until the end.  It was the only sun orchid in the show.  As the only cut 

flower table top exhibit in the show, the NOSSA display won first prize of $150.  Our thanks 

are due to those members who provided the flowers. 
 

We were next to the table top display of the ANOS - Geelong Group.  Two members drove 

up and brought terrestrials and epiphytes.  They had a lovely big pot of Pterostylis curta that 

was the best specimen terrestrial in the show.  Other excellent terrestrials grown by Helen 

Richards were in the ANOS –Vic display which were not for judging.  The remaining 

terrestrials were mostly greenhoods with just a few flowering plants in 150mm pots.  There 

were lots of curta, some baptistii and a sprinkling of hybrids.  The best terrestrial orchid 

exhibit was Corybas diemenicus ‘Green Ghost’, a clone from South Australia, hiding under 

a glass dome to keep the flowers fresh.  There were several single plants of pinkish-white 

Caladenia catenata/carnea with huge flowers to our eyes.  The show was too early for the 

colourful terrestrials to be seen.  We have better terrestrials at our Spring Show. 
 

The ANOS Conference Show had the best display of Dendrobium’s I have ever seen.  There 

must have been a 100 Dendrobium speciosum plants in full flower that provided the 

backbone of the display.  There were classes for each variety and for intervarietal crosses. 

The grand champion was a specimen sized Den. speciosum with very long racemes of large 

flowers all in perfect condition.  Other plants had more shapely flowers but could not match 

the spectacle of this plant.  
 

The Dendrobium hybrids were spectacular in number, quality and colour combinations. 

Several displays consisted entirely of dendrobium hybrids.  Huge specimen Dockrillia’s 

covered in flowers were another feature of many of the floor displays.  The ANOS groups in 

NSW have a long history of competing against each other for the best floor display and go to 

great lengths to cover all five categories that gain points.  These are Design and appearance, 

Presentation, Finish and ticketing, Variety of colour and Quality of orchids.  Newcastle 

Group won the best floor display.  The floor displays all follow a pattern of mounted orchids 

hanging at the back grading down to the larger dens with the terrestrials and small epiphytes 
down low at the front.  The show rules say that 20% of the floor area must be open for 

judges to inspect each nominated plant.  I prefer the small plants to be raised up nearer to 

eye level so they can be seen.  The table top displays were ideal in this regard.  I took a 

number of photos which you may get to see later.  Certainly the Conference will be reported 

in the Orchid magazines including The Orchadian. 
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The speakers presented in a room next to the show.  All the speakers are well known in their 

fields and covered the natural history, conservation, breeding and cultural aspects of 

Australasian orchids.  There was something for everybody.  Registrants got in free but show 

visitors had to pay extra to hear each speaker.  After the first speaker, who was formally 

introduced, the rest of us had to help each other set up the room and equipment as it was 

very informal.  I must say that the show committee did a great job in organizing the 

conference but were visibly worn out by the end of the Wednesday setup day.  Running a 

conference is a huge task for a small group of elderly people.  They had recovered somewhat 

by the last day but then had to clean up after the visitors went home. 
 

There were some 10 vendors selling plants, pots, fertilizers, cork and every gadget 

imaginable from shade-houses down to small clips for supporting flower spikes.  

Sarcochilus were the latest craze with hundreds of small seedlings available.  You could buy 

New Guinea species and hybrids, tubs of Ptst. curta for $60, and Den speciosum plants for 

up to $200.  I was surprised to see exotic Cymbidium’s, Oncidinae and Clivia bulbs on sale 

at a native orchid conference. 
 

I had to choose between judging and the bus trip to see native orchids along the coast to 

Nelson Bay as these activities were on the same day.  I chose duty over fun and led the panel 

judging the terrestrials and the design and appearance category for all displays.  At the 

meeting of all ANOS judges later that day I raised the difficulties small groups are having 

achieving ANOS judging status.  Some of the NSW judges do not understand our problems 

and insisted on the rules being followed to the letter.  This means that ANOS awards are 

only available in NSW and QLD or at national conferences.  SA and WA are shut out in the 

cold.  
 

For me the highlights of the conference were catching up with old friends and meeting 

people you only read about or talk to on the phone (or email these days).  It is the 

conversations over breakfast or lunch or in a quiet corner that are remembered long after the 

fat lady has sung. 
 

 

Sarcochilus hartmannii  Muell 1874     Len Field 
 

Common name. Hartmanns orchid. 

Also known by the synonyms Thrixspermun hartmannii  Muell 1877  

Sarcochilus rubricentrum.   Fitzg .   1880     

Thrixspermun rubrocinctum   Fitzg. 1887 

Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii var. rubicentrum  Fitzg. 1900     

Named after C.H. Hartmann the original collector and was first described by F. Mueller 

from plants found on Spring Bluff just North of Toowoomba in South East Queensland in 

the 1880s.  It ranges from around the Border Range areas of the N.S.W. and S.E. 

Queensland border.  It was until very recent times ranging from the Manning and Hastings 

Rivers up to S.E. Queensland and orchids from this area were known as Sarcochilus 

hartmannii southern form.  These are now called Sarcochilus aequalis.  It was once reported 

from the Cairns district in N.E. Queensland as Sarcochilus rubricentrum by Fitzgerald in 

1884 but this was not recognised by botanists although the plants Fitzgerald described 

matched those from S.E. Queensland. 

Growing in high altitudes well above 600 metres it is almost completely lithophytic although 

it can at rare times be found on the butts of trees.  It is found on the high ranges well back 

from the coast where on these high ranges it can be found in shady ravines to highly exposed  
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cliff ledges.  From my own observations this high cliff ledge habitat seems to be its favourite 

place where it is exposed to huge Temperature changes with which it easily seems to cope. 

These temperatures can range in excess of 38º Celsius down to zero.  This is all right as long 

as the roots are protected and the air movement is constant with the roots which are large 

and fleshy can enter into the rock crevices and penetrate the soil and decayed humus to stay 

cool and seek out the nutrients.  It favours Eastern and northern aspects and in the areas it 

grows it enjoys very high rainfall.  It is very endemic to these areas and it can be found in 

smaller clumps and enjoys better light than its Southern form now renamed Sarcochilus 

aequalis.  It can at rare times be found near creeks in a shady position.  
 

Bush fires can be a problem but not as big as the extensive collecting this orchid has been 

subjected too.  Having visited some of the areas this orchid used to grow in the sixties and 

then going back 25 years later I have been astounded that so many orchids could be removed 

with or without official approval.  Whole cliff faces that were once covered with this orchid 

were almost completely bare on my return trip particularly in the Blue Knob area, although 

the Southern form has fared little better.  I know of one instance where a Helicopter was 

used to remove plants from the cliff faces.  Why plants have to be removed from these 

natural areas is beyond me for with the line breeding that has taken place by some growers 

cultured plants are easily obtained and far superior to collected plants.  A few years ago on a 

trip to the Border range area I was still able to see this orchid in nature and still quite 

plentiful as long as one kept away from the areas that had become famous for fine plants 

such as the Mount Blue Knob area on the Western end of the Nightcap Ranges or the 

Numinbah Valley in N.E. N.S.W.  Blue Knob is an area that Sarcochilus hartmannii is found 

and it is not a form or variety of the species.  Their fleshy leaves and stiff erect dark 

coloured raceme can identify plants from these areas. 
 

This plant is closely related to Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii but is much more exposed to sun in 

its growing conditions and is a lot more erect and robust plant.  It has thicker, broader and 

darker leaves than Sarcochilus aequalis (formerly Southern form) and is one of the most 

popular and easiest of all the Sarcochilus species to grow.  
 

Flowering which takes place about six weeks later than Sarcochilus aequalis has up to 26 

flowers on an erect or slightly arched raceme which can be up to 30cm long.  It is highly 

prized for its floral display.  Flowers are white with red centre although pure albino forms 

are not so uncommon.  While much hybridising has been done with other Sarcochilus 

species as well as plants from other genera the plant is quite showy enough on its own and 

does not really need any help to assist in its beauty. 
 

Culture.  While this is a very easy plant to grow and from my own experience and pointers 

from other growers I could suggest the following.  Grow them in a mixture of pine bark 

(coarse) and some gravel under reasonably heavy shade cloth with good light, warm humid 

conditions and good air movement in a shallow pot with very good drainage a must. 

Watering in summer should be done in the afternoon, do not water in the heat of the day and 

in Winter any watering should be done in the morning and not too often and if in doubt 

whether to water or not do not as over watering should be avoided at all costs.  Also do not 
water in very cold conditions for while the plant will withstand the cold it can not tolerate 

frost or freezing water on its roots, also to much watering at the wrong time of the year will 

cause rotting or die back.  Water carefully but do not allow the plant to dry out for very long. 

Watering should reach its peak in late February and this is when the plant starts to make new 

growths and continues to grow through the winter.  It does not have any growing rest period 

but does ease up in spring and summer.  A regular feeding during the main growth time 

would also be of some benefit.  There are no pseudo bulbs and the roots, that are big and 

coarse, are very attractive to slugs and snails. 
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