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The Native Orchid Society of South Australia meets every 

4
th

 Tuesday of the months February -November 
 

NEXT MEETING  22 FEBRUARY 2012 

Tuesday, 22 February St Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington.  Meeting starts at 8:00 

p.m.   Doors to the hall will be open from 7:15 p.m. to allow Members access to the Library 

and trading table.    

David Hirst will give talk and computer show on using RAW files and associated 

programs to bring out the best in your photos and even rescue some over or under 

exposed shots. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tues, 31
st
 January.  Meeting commences at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Robert and 

Rosalie Lawrence, Camden Park.   
 

DIARY DATES 

 



Plants Benched November meeting 

 
Epiphytes benched:   

Species:  Cymbidium sauve; Cymbidium canaliculatum Cymbidium maddidum; Dendrobium. 

canaliculatum (3 plants).  Second Division. Sarcochilus hillii. 

Hybrids:  Sarcochilus Sweetheart, Sarcochilus Velvet Chocolate. 

Terrestrials benched;  

Species:  Phaius takervilleae; Diuris drummondii. 

 

Judging results NOT AVAILABLE 

 

 

 
 

FIELD TRIPS 

 
NB: Please check the NOSSA website for any changes to field trip schedules. www.nossa.org.au  

coming field trips.   
 

 

 

The address for a PDF of Orchids of South Australia Bates & Webber 
 

http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/Knowledge_Bank/Science_research/State_Herbarium/Re

sources/Publications/Book_search/Orchids_of_South_Australia  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cover drawing for the 2012 NOSSA journals. 
 

Do you have a drawing suitable for our cover? 

If so please submit either by post or email to the Editor by last week of 

January. 

 

 

AUCTION, XMAS RAFFLE and SUPPER 
 

Good bargains were snapped at the Annual Auction and due to a good response at the 

meeting it was possible to make up five good sized Christmas Basket Raffle prizes.  Thanks 

to those who contributed.  A delicious Supper was enjoyed by all. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION - NOSSA NEWS 
 

ARTICLES / ITEMS FOR NEXT JOURNAL 
Articles / items for the December journal need to reach the Editor by Friday Feb 10

th
. 

 

EDITOR FOR THE JOURNAL 
The current Editor is offering all or part of his position to anyone who has a desire to be 

involved in this branch of work.   

Assistance will be provided where necessary and the photographic work can be carried 

on by the current Editor if desired. 

If interested please see the Editor or the Secretary.  

 

http://www.nossa.org.au/
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/Knowledge_Bank/Science_research/State_Herbarium/Resources/Publications/Book_search/Orchids_of_South_Australia
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/Knowledge_Bank/Science_research/State_Herbarium/Resources/Publications/Book_search/Orchids_of_South_Australia


NOSSA’S orchid walks 2011 in Mount Lofty Botanic Garden ! 

Bodo Jensen 
 

After three well attended and well organised walks in 2010 we enjoyed a bit of the same this 

year.  Three walks were planned, the first one on the 3rd of Oct. second on the 12
th
 of Oct., 

and the last one on the 29th of Oct.  The weather was good except for a few drops of rain on 

our second outing.  

 

On the first walk 15 visitors and four NOSSA members attended and we spotted a good 

number of orchids in flower Diuris orientis / pardina, Glossodia major, Caladenia 

tentaculata, Thelymitra rubra and lots of Microtis. 

 

On the second walk 16 visitors and 4 NOSSA members attended.  We had a few short 

showers of rain but that did not dampen the enthusiasm of the visitors.  On the banks of the 

lower road hundreds of Caladenia tentaculata were in flower and the Diuris, Glossodia’s 

and Microtis were also still in flower and we also spotted a small patch of Calochilis 

robertsonii which we were all very excited about.  

 

On the final walk of the year nine visitors and seven NOSSA members attended, the warm 

weather a few days earlier had taken its toll on the orchid population, flowering plants were 

not easily found, but we still spotted the odd Caladenia in flower.  All Diuris were gone or 

had seed pods but Microtis were still going strong.  Although we were not able to show the 

visitors a lot of orchids, we all had a very pleasant return walk to the car park through the 

New Zealand gully and we all enjoyed the stunning vista into the Piccadilly valley.  

 

[Rosalie Lawrence adds:]  We had overseas visitors on the walks.  We have had Irish, 

Polish, English, Dutch people attend.  Our last walk we had a chap from the Isle of Wight.  

Though there are no wild orchid clubs on the island itself, he would take people on walks 

there.  The emblem for the Isle of Wight is an orchid – pyramid orchid. 

 

 

OLIGOCHAETOCHILUS ARENICOLA   Cathy Houston 
 

A small colony of Oligochaetochilus (Pterostylis) arenicola remains within the suburban 

area of Adelaide.  The species is nationally threatened, having a rating of vulnerable under 

the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (usually referred to as 

EPBC).  The main populations of O. arenicola are located south of Tailem Bend through to 

the Narrung Peninsula.  A sand loving, coastal species in the rufa group of Pterostylis, it 

starts flowering in September and can continue through to November, depending on climatic 

conditions and number of flowers on the scape.  Flowering is progressive up the stem.  Like 

so many of the rufa group the ground-hugging rosette is frequently senescing or senesced at 

the time of flowering.  

 
A working bee has been held each year to maintain/improve the habitat for the suburban 

population.  This work has been on-going for at least 20 years with Veldt grass (Ehrharta 

calycina) being one of the main target species.  Numbers of plants more than a decade ago 

were about 120.  In more recent years the count has been somewhere below 100, with some 

years as low as about 75.  
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This year the story is different.  Recruitment was conspicuous by the number of juvenile 

leaves and rosettes observed.  In fact, 160 juvenile plants were counted.  The tally for all 

plants this year was 326.  Many plants, especially flowers were suffering from the long dry 

spell experienced here during September.  No pollinated flowers were observed although our 

visit may have been a little early, however in 2010 many naturally pollinated capsules were 

present.  
 

The mysteries about the emergence or dormancy of terrestrial orchids remain.  Recruitment 

to this extent (or any noticeable amount for that matter) has not been observed here before. 

One can speculate about the particularly cool, wet summer but autumn did not follow with 

good rain, so what promoted this event is still unknown.  However, it is great for this 

population and one can only hope some of the 160 make it through to maturity and boost the 

size of the colony.  

P.S. Second prize in the popular vote for photos shown at the September general meeting 

was of this species.  

 

 

NOSSA members assist in Ursinia anthemoides eradication at Sandy 

Creek SA  Clive Chesson 
 

Ursinia anthemoides was recently discovered at Sandy Creek to the north of Adelaide.  It is 

an invasive weed now recorded for three sites in SA.  On the 14th of October, a working bee 

was held at Sandy Creek Conservation Park, organised by Joe Quarmby Threatened Flora 

Ecologist DENR, comprising DENR staff, Friends of Sandy Creek Conservation Park and 

five members from NOSSA.  Incidentally, it was some NOSSA members that discovered the 

presence of the species in Sandy Creek Conservation Park.  This serves to illustrate some of 

the side benefits that NOSSA members bring to the community in pursuing a passionate 

interest in orchids  

Ursinia anthemoides commonly called Ursinia, is an annual daisy plant originating from 

Namibia and South Africa and is widely grown in gardens with a number of flower colours 

ranging from cream to pale yellow to deep orange. The photographs, below, are of plants in 

Sandy Creek CP. 

In Australia it has escaped from garden cultivation and become widespread in South-west 

WA. In more recent years it has become naturalised in Newland Head Conservation Park 

and Verran Hill, Eyre Peninsula.  In Newland Head CP at least, the outbreak is close to 

eradication through the volunteer efforts of the Friends of Newland Head Conservation Park 

under the leadership of Ron Taylor. 
 

 It is through knowledge of this program at Newland Head that NOSSA members became 

aware that unidentified daisies seen in Sandy Creek CP were the 'dreaded' Ursinia, the latest 

invasive weed threat to South Australian natural areas. 

Fortunately a rapid response from Steve Taylor (Senior Ranger) and Joe Quarmby resulted 

in a full survey of affected regions of the Park by a bushcare contractor, followed within the 

same week by the working bee.  As a result of the working bee, the number of Ursinia plants 
was reduced to a very low level.  The volunteers pulled and removed all plants found, 

ranging from those one cm to forty cm tall.  Note, these are annual plants and were 

flowering and coming into seed.  An indication of the potential for rapid multiplication is 

shown by the fact that plants less than 5cm tall were found flowering.  The bushcare 

contractor was engaged to remove any remaining plants found over the next few weeks.  It 

was very important to remove the plants entirely before seed could form and mature.  No 

more can be done now until next season.  However, with vigilance over the coming years it  
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is now considered possible to eradicate this weed from the several hectares within the park 

where it had become established.  Volunteers will again be needed.  Remember the old 

adage: One year's seeding leads to seven years weeding 

 

In damp sheltered positions In dryer conditions 

Buds droop prior to opening Flower: a typical daisy form 

 

 

New Discoveries, Rediscoveries and Extension of range for SA Orchids in 

2011           By R. Bates 
 

NOSSA has a Conservation and Orchid Study Group of keen members who travel the State 

doing orchid surveys, dealing with conservation matters and photographing rare orchids and 

their pollinators.  As the Government has no paid position equating to this job the members 

are not paid but thanks to Cathy Houston’s organising abilities we do receive some 

reimbursement of costs.  The Group of some 15 members averages about a thousand hours 

per year on the job. 
 

The 2011 orchid season saw below average rainfall in SA with different centres ranging 

from five to fifty% below average in the April to November period. 
 

Nevertheless we located an undescribed shell orchid at Hackett Hill NFR in the SE in 

August during the group’s survey for Forestry SA.  This pretty little species is to be named 

Diplodium collinum in a forthcoming revision of the genus.  
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In April this year June Niejalke took the first high quality images of a new midge orchid, 

Corunastylis species ‘Narrow segments’, which although recognised before had not been 

added to the SA orchid list until  collections and images were taken. 
 

In September: a new Rufous greenhood tag named Oligochaetochilus species ‘Upper 

Spencer Gulf’ was found by Bernie Hasse and shown to myself in his private reserve.  

See article in October journal. 
 

There were several rediscoveries of species thought to have possibly disappeared from SA.  

The first of these was the red cross spider orchid Arachnorchis cruciformis last collected in 

SA near Bordertown nearly a hundred years ago.  This discovery by June Niejalke and 

Dianne Richman in September meant that they were the first to be able to claim the NOSSA 

reward offered in the October Journal.  
 

Seven weeks later 

during a November 2
nd

 

visit to Messent CP as 

part of the NOSSA 

Survey of a burned area 

in the Park the author 

discovered a handful of 

the Tailem Bend leek 

orchid Prasophyllum 

constrictum on a 

limestone rise about 

50km south of Tailem 

Bend.  This was another 

of the reward species, 

an orchid not seen for at 

least thirty years.  See 

also report in Journal on 

the rediscovery of 

Thelymitra matthewsii  

in this same park in 

September. 
 

When we add to these 

species Caladenia 

pygmaea and C. 

subulata added to the 

SA plant species list 

earlier this year it seems 

quite impressive, 

although these latter 

two were long 
suspected to be real 

species.  See previous 

report in Journal. 
 

Extensions to known range include Caladenia x idiastes (the name given to any cross 

between Caladenia patersonii complex and C. latifolia) and was found for the first time in 

the Adelaide Hills (SL region) by Richard Hall.  This form was also the first time a cross 

between Caladenia behrii and C. latifolia had ever been recorded. 
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BASSNET ROAD SITE                 Karen Hall 
 

I am not sure how Richard discovered the “Bassnet Rd” site but it seems that it was in spring 

2005 that we visited the site first and Richard, still getting the hang of close up photography, 

wasn’t able to get any startling photos unfortunately.  Nevertheless, he was rapt with the site 

and now, although we wander around various patches of bush in South Australia, this site is 

the one Richard keeps returning to over and over again. 

Come Spring, our car is directed up to Bassnet road – not once, not twice, but perhaps quite 

a lot depending on whether the orchids are out yet or are still to come.  Throughout the 

spring, we watch the orchids from bud stage to full bloom and then into their final 

shrivelling up stage. 

At times we even get a bit more adventurous to look a little further a-field than the patch of 

roadside vegetation between the 2 stiles.  I remember that initially, we had always been so 

satisfied at what we found on Bassnet road, that it was 3 years (2008) before we actually 

decided to go over the fence and see what the bush adjacent to the pine forest had to offer. 

We were so thrilled with all the Arachnorchis behrii straddling both sides of the walking 

track (including in the edge of the Pine forest itself), that it became mandatory to add that to 

the list of sites to see (sadly this year – 2011 – the pine forest has been cut down, and the 

track is now bulldozed into humps and bumps and we saw no behrii on that track this year.) 

We also found that by going over the Stile by the parking area and walking down the fence 

line that the Bassnet road site was also very attractive when viewed from that angle, so that 

is also now part of the experience. 

We have also explored over the years, along the various other tracks nearby, but these tracks 

were never as exciting as the areas I have just mentioned.  The Bassnet road edge yields the 

most variety in such a small area, and we always seem to find something new there. 

At first, springtime was the only time we visited, as when we were new orchid hunters, we 

thought that springtime was the only time to go looking for them, - and besides, the Spider 

orchids are Richard’s favourite orchid, so he didn’t need to visit the site outside of spring, 

but then Richard for some reason went up in winter 2008, and was rewarded with the helmet 

orchids.  So now, on occasions our car is to be seen on Bassnet road at other times of the 

year as well.  

A day out anywhere near the southern Mt Lofty ranges has to include a Bassnet road detour, 

and we have been known to even detour up there on our way to the Flinders in order to view 

a Giant Sun orchid (Thelymitra grandiflora) just down from the intersection. 

A couple of times we have taken people for a country drive along every back road we can 

find, and after being mystified as to where they actually were, they were also mystified as to 

why we were stopping – but of course we had end up on Bassnet Road and of course we 

couldn’t be on Bassnet road without stopping to look at the orchid population. 

Exploring on a road verge like that however does have its problems.  For one thing, there are 

a few anxious moments when the road has been graded again whether some of the plants 

have been lost. 

Then there is also the problem as to what it looks like to people when we are hanging around 

the edge of the road instead of walking the nearby-dedicated walking tracks of the reserves. 

Without a placard proudly proclaiming “I am orchid hunting” or a whole heap of expensive 

photographic equipment for people to note, Richard’s motives for crouching and lying down 

in the middle of the bush by the side of the road, can look highly suspicious.  One day for 

instance, as he crouched down to take a photo, a fellow stopped his car and yelled to us 

about fines for picking wild flowers, (of course as we weren’t picking any flowers, we 

ignored him and let him rage on), another day, as he lay down among the bushes on the side 

of the road, a wild life ranger slowed down past us, looked at us, then U-Turned down the  
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bottom of the hill and returned to question what we were doing, seeing the camera in his 

hand and Richard chatting enthusiastically about orchids, he realised we were not up to 

anything sinister and went off with a cheerful “enjoy”.  Most commonly, local landholders 

would stop and think we had lost something.  Having a little pocket sized camera does have 

its’ disadvantages.  

Nowadays they probably recognize us better, because we tend to get waves as they travel 

past. 

My role in this orchid hunting partnership is more or less as ‘spotter’.  I am not able to take 

close up photography of what we see, so I have given up even trying and let Richard take all 

the close-ups; and as to remember all the names of all the orchids and all the stuff you have 

to look at to tell them apart, seems too much “data overload” for my poor memory recall - I 

have given up even trying to identify the orchid beyond the fact it is a “Spider orchid”, 

sanguinea, a blue fairy, Thelymitra or a greenhood, and let Richard do the identifying of 

what we’re actually looking at.  Instead I just roam around to see if I could find more or 

better examples of the different orchids.  Then, when Richard is finally finished taking his 

photos at the last site, I alert him to the next patch. 

“What have you got there?” he’d ask me and as of course as I have already forgotten in the 

last few minutes, what is a behrii, what is a tenaculata and what is a reticulata, the safest 

thing is to say is “More of those orchids you’ve just been looking at” (at least for a few 

minutes I can tell the difference between orchids by sight, so usually am pretty well correct 

in saying that they are the ‘same’). 

Regardless of my handicaps in these directions, it is still nice getting out there in the sunlight 

and having a purpose to be combing the bush. 

 

With such a long connection to Bassnet road, it was no wonder that on Saturday 24
th

 

September this year, after already filling the morning in with Bob Bates on a field trip at 

Carey Gully and Woodside, that we made our way to Bassnet Road to show our friend our 

favourite orchid spots (this trip also included Sandy Creek later in the day).  It was thus part 

devotion and part fluke that we happened to be on Bassnet road on that particular day, and 

when stopping to look at a good patch of behrii, Richard spotted the hybrid of an 

Arachnorchis Behrii and Caladenia latifolia (Pink Fairy).  

This was certainly a highlight for Richard as in the past (particularly as a newer member), 

anything ‘different’ ended up being just a variation of the same, more common orchids. 

But now, this natural hybrid (so we found out later), apparently may have been the first time 

it had been seen in South Australia.  

It helped that both parents were to be found nearby to work out how it had been created 

(Richard believes this is the first time he had actually seen a Pink Fairy in that area) 

On that Saturday, photos were taken by both men, however Richard, not being entirely 

happy with his Saturday photos, returned to the site the next afternoon, and already the 

hybrid was starting to fold up.  By Monday, when Cathy Houston tried to look for it, it 

couldn’t be found, so Richard did a quick trip up there on Tuesday morning before work.  It 

had shrivelled up already, hence the reason Cathy could not find it.  

Because of the interest in this orchid, Richard has since marked the site and all eyes will be 
looking to see if it will be come up again next year giving more people a chance to look at it, 

and once again our car will be directed to Bassnet Road.  
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Possible cross between Caladenia latifolia and Arachnorchis behrii 
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The winning photo for November – a Caleana major by Helen Lawrence 
 



Editor’s Note on the November winning photograph. 
This is an excellent example of what we should be striving for in our photography.  Helen 

has delivered an extremely sharp image of the orchid thus separating it from the background.  

As we read from left to right, here the lead-in is from the bottom left and flows up smoothly 

through to the top right hand corner.  Exposure is almost perfect.  Well done and we hope to 

see more of Helen’s work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N.O.S.S.A Tuber Bank for 2011/2012 
Jane Higgs 

 

Available to financial members only! Closing date for orders is the last mail on the 4
th

 of 

January 2012.  Tubers will be posted during the week beginning the 9
th

 January 2012. 

 

I thank all growers who have generously promised tubers, which need to reach me during 

the first week of January. 

 

NOTE; 44 lots in all.  

   

Circle each lot number that you wish to order & mark ‘Sub’ by any that you would like if 

your first choice is not available.  Lots will have from 2-10 tubers depending on supply & 

demand.  Tubers in short supply will be issued on a first come first served basis.  Please 

record the provenance of tubers you receive if known. 

 

Price per lot is $1.00.  An additional charge of $5.00 for postage & handling costs 

applies. 

 

 

POST ORDER TO;   J Higgs 

P.O. Box 134  
MYPONGA.  S.A.  5202 
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2011 TUBER BANK ORDER FORM 
 

 
 

Qty Subs Name Comments/Provenance 

1.    Acianthus pusillus Kuipto  SA 

2.    Caladenia latifolia  pink  

3.    Corysanthes diemenicus  

4.    Corysanthes incurvis. Kersbrook  S.A 

5.    Dipl. laxum Bungonia  NSW 

6.    Dipl. obtusum  

7.    Dipl. reflexum  

8.    Diplodium truncatum Lara  Vic 

9.    Diuris conspicillata  

10.    Diuris orientus  yellow  

11.    Linguella nana  Hills variety  SA 

12.    Linguella nana  

13.    Microtis arenaria  

14.    Microtis arenaria Adelaide Hills  SA 

15.    Microtis brownie  

16.    Microtis fruterorum  

17.    Microtis rara  

18.    Microtis sp.  Lord Howe Island 

19.    Microtis unifolia  

20.    Myrmechila trapeziformis  

21.    Nemacianthus caudatus   

22.    Ptst. Bantam   

23.    Ptst. curta  

24.    Ptst. curta. Lake Paramatta NSW 

25.    Ptst. Dusky Duke Tasmania 

26.    Ptst. Dusky Duke  

27.    Ptst. Hoodwink  

28.    Ptst. Joseph Arthur  

29.    Ptst. nutans Myponga  SA 

30.    Ptst. nutans  

31.    Ptst. pedunculata  

32.    Ptst. pedunculata Kuipto.  SA 

33.    Ptst. pedunculata Marble Hill 

34.    Ptst. Trunkfish  

35.    Ptst. x ingens  

36.    Taurantha collina Copeland  NSW 

37.    Taurantha concinna Voyager Pt.  NSW 

38.    Taurantha concinna Fernbay NSW 

39.    Taurantha concinna Nelson Bay  NSW 

40.    Taurantha concinna   small form   Bicheno Tas. 

41.    Taurantha ophioglossum  

42.    Taurantha tenuicauda Mt. Koghis  New Caladonia 

43.    X Taurodium furcillatum West. NSW 

44.    X Taurodium toveyanum  

 

Order form on following page. 
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Native Orchid Society of South Australia Inc 
 

P.O. 565 Unley  S.A.  5061 
 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  2012 
 

Those receiving a journal by POST      $20 per year  
 

Those receiving a journal by Email     $15 per year 
 

Membership for Students remains at $10 per year and Juniors $5 per year 
 

For members joining at any time during the year, membership will now be 

based on a pro rata system. Email members will pay $15 for the first and 

second quarters, $10 for the third quarter and $5 for the last quarter. 

Likewise new members receiving a POSTED copy will pay $5 per quarter. 
 

Please note subscriptions are due and payable with effect from 1
st
 January 

 
 

I/We wish to renew membership of the Society. 
 

NAME:  Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms ____________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________Post Code________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Payment should be made to the Native Orchid Society of South Australia Inc. & forwarded 

to: The Treasurer, N.O.S.S.A. Inc, P.O. Box 565, Unley.  S.A. 5061. 
 

If you have already paid or are a life member please disregard this advice. 

Receipts are only issued upon request. 
 

OVERSEAS SUBSCRIBERS 
You are requested to pay in Australian Dollars. 

Due to the high cost of collection, monies paid in other currencies will not cover a 

subscription for the full year. 
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Name:  .............................................................................................. 
 

Address:  ................................................................................................................................. 

................................................................................................................................................. 

State.................................................................................Postcode......................................... 
 

#………lots             (Price per lot $1.00)                                    = $………..... 

  Plus $5.00 postage & packing     
 

Total of order                                                                                  $………….. 
 

Cheque/Money Order to be made payable to N.O.S.S.A.  (in Australian Dollars) 
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    Cymbidium madidum

 Sarcochilus Velvet Chocolate

 Sarcochilus Sweetheart

  Cymbidium canaliculatum 'Bundarra'

   Cymbidium suave
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  Sarcochilus hillii

  Phaius tankervilleae

   Dendrobium fleckeri

Dendrobium canaliculatum

 Diuris drummondii

      
Phaius tankervilleae

Note: new plants cut from the old flower stalk

 


