
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOSSA Journal - February 2017 
Volume 41 No. 1 

  



Native Orchid Society of South Australia Journal February 2017 

 

Volume 41 Number 1  Page 2 
 

 
 
 
 
President 

Vacant 
Vice President 

Robert Lawrence 
Email: nossa.membership@gmail.com 

Secretary 
Rosalie Lawrence 
Email: nossa.secretary@gmail.com  

Treasurer 
Christine Robertson 
Email: nossa.treasurer@gmail.com  

Editor 
Lorraine Badger 
Email: nossa.editor@gmail.com 

Committee 
Michael Clark 
Bob Bates 
Kris Kopicki  
 

Other Positions 
Membership Liaison Officer 

Robert Lawrence 
Ph: 8294 8014 
Email:nossa.membership@gmail.com  

Botanical Advisor 
Bob Bates 

Conservation Officer 
Thelma Bridle Ph: 8557 6553. 

Field Trips Coordinator 
Michael Clark 
nossa.fieldtrips@gmail.com 

Librarian 
Pauline Meyers 

Registrar of Judges 
Les Nesbitt 

Show Marshall 
Vacant 

Trading Table 
Vacant 

Tuber Bank Coordinator 
Jane Higgs 
Ph: 8558 6247 
Email: jhiggs@activ8.net.au 

Website Manager 
Rosalie Lawrence  
Email:nossa.enquiries@gmail.com 

     NOSSA WEBSITE https://nossa.org.au/ 

 
 

The Native Orchid Society of South Australia promotes the conservation of 
orchids through preservation of natural habitat and cultivation.  
Except with the documented official representation of the management 
committee, no person may represent the Society on any matter. All native 
orchids are protected in the wild; their collection without written Government 
permit is illegal. 

Contents 
Title Author Page 
Bulletin Board  3 
Vice President’s 2016 Report Robert Lawrence 4 
Editor’s 2016 Report  Lorraine Badger 4 
2016 NOSSA Conservation Report Thelma Biddle 5 
Orchid Collecting and The Law Rosalie Lawrence 6 
2016 Tuber Bank Report Jane Higgs 6 
New Orchids for 2016 in SA Robert Bates 7 
2016 Library Report Pauline Meyers 8 
2016 Diuris Behrii Report Les Nesbitt 9 
Dipodium roseum 2016 Les Nesbitt 9 
Letters to Editor & Others  10 
2016 Picture Competition  Rosalie Lawrence 11 
2016 Website Report Rosalie Lawrence 11 
2016 Benched Orchid Photos David Hirst photos 12 

 

Life Members 

Mr R Hargreaves† Mr G Carne Mrs T Bridle 
Mr H Goldsack† Mr R Bates  
Mr R Robjohns† Mr R Shooter  
Mr J Simmons† Mr W Dear  
Mr D Wells† Mrs C Houston  
Mr L Nesbitt Mr D Hirst  

Patron: Mr L. Nesbitt 
The Native Orchid Society of South Australia, while taking all due care, takes no 
responsibility for loss or damage to any plants whether at shows, meetings or 
exhibits. Views or opinions expressed by authors of articles within this Journal do 
not necessarily reflect the views or opinions of the management committee. We 

condone reprints of any article with full acknowledgment. 

Front cover – Celebrating 40 years - Lorraine Badger with the help of Adrian 
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On 22 March 1977 at an inaugural meeting NOSSA was formed but it was not until 
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Bulletin Board  
The Native Orchid Society of South Australia meets every fourth Tuesday of the months February to November at St 
Matthew's Hall, Bridge Street, Kensington. Meeting starts at 8:00 p.m. Doors to the hall open from 7:15 pm to allow 
Members access to the Library, Trading Table and Grower’s Forum. 

  

TO NEW MEMBERS 

                   Peter Hemmings of Salisbury Pk 
Lorraine and Garth Woodcock of Kidman Pk  

NEXT GENERAL MEETING FEB 2017 

Tuesday 28th February 2017 

FIELD TRIP PLANNING SESSION 

12 noon to 3:30 pm Saturday February 25th 2017 
23 Cumming St., Craigburn Farm  

Please bring a plate of finger food to share,  
along with a list of your favourite orchid spots and 

best month to visit or even a list of orchids you would 
like to find. All welcome to attend 

Please note – no parking on the south side of  street. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS NOW  

Subscriptions were due as of 1st 
January 2017. Remember you need to be financial to 
vote at the AGM in March and to receive journals. 
Refer to previous invoice for banking information. 

39TH AGM – 40TH ANNIVERSARY - 22 MARCH 

Come and join the 
celebrations. 

AGM Nomination Forms 
accompany this journal and 
can be handed in at the 
next meeting or to a 
current committee member 
by Tuesday 7

th
 March.  

VACANCIES – Secretary*, 
Show Marshall, Trading 
Table, President/Vice 

president are most urgent.  

*Secretary Role Statement available from Rosalie 
Lawrence  Email:nossa.enquiries@gmail.com 



 

FOR THE 2017 DIARY 

* 29th & 30th April –  

APS Autumn Native Plant Show 
Volunteers  needed  

*9th  & 10th  September  

NOSSA SPRING SHOW  
NOTE: show brought forward 1 week 
Volunteers  needed – contact Rosalie Lawrence 

Email:nossa.enquiries@gmail.com 
 

INTERNATIONAL ORCHID FAIRS FOR 2017 

 Queensland – March 3rd, 4th & 5th 

 Castle Hill – March 31st April 1st  

 Victoria – On hold for now 

Further information at:  
http://orchidfair.com.au/index.html OR 
www.facebook.com/OrchidFairs 

ANOS VIC ANNUAL SPRING SHOW 

23rd & 24th September Mt Waverley Community 
Centre, Victoria. 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

Next committee meeting is on Tuesday 4th March 
At the Laurence home – 24 Patricia St., Camden Pk  
Observers welcome. 

ARTICLES FOR NEXT JOURNAL 
Articles / Reports need to reach the Editor no later 
than Thursday 2nd March. Thank you. 





 

Date Event 
Feb 25th Sat Field Trip Planning Session – 23 Cumming St., Craigburn Farm 
Feb 28th Tues General Meeting – TBA– Planning for 2017  observers welcome 
Mar 2nd Thur  Journal articles due – NOTE one day earlier than previously 
Mar 7th Tues Committee meeting 
Mar 28th Tues AGM and 40th Anniversary Celebrations 

mailto:nossa.enquiries@gmail.com
mailto:nossa.enquiries@gmail.com
http://orchidfair.com.au/index.html
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From the Vice President 
Robert Lawrence 

 

2016 was the first year since NOSSA 
began in 1977 in which there was no 
President, but the Society has continued 
to function as normal. It reflects the 
times and the pressures placed on many 
groups with less people available to 
serve on management committees. 
Needless to say, the efforts of our 
volunteers are always greatly 
appreciated. Without them we could not 
have achieved so much. 

In 2016, 6 couples and 8 individuals 
joined NOSSA and to those folk I hope 
that the Society provides you with opportunities to 
become involved in a wide range of activities, thus 
enabling a greater appreciation of our native 
orchids. Special thanks go to those new members 
who wrote field trip reports. 

2016 saw the first trial of seed kits for terrestrial 
orchids and the commencement of a seed bank to 
complement the invaluable tuber bank. Growers are 
displaying and selling a new range of epiphytic 
orchids, including some spectacular new colours. 
The judges add value to the orchids benched at our 
meetings and annual show.  

Field trips continue to be a highlight. There have 
been new opportunities for folk to become involved 
in monitoring our rarer local orchids.  

Suppers have been provided at the 
general meetings, thanks to Nenah 
who, sadly, is unable to continue to 
do so in 2017.  

Our Editor has maintained the 
quality of the Journal while 
travelling. The NOSSA websites and 
Facebook page have been active 
and continue to attract interest, 
supported by the spectacular 
photographs from the picture 
competition. 

In 2016 NOSSA made a significant 
contribution to the recovery costs of one of our 
rarest orchids, Caladenia gladiolata. We also ran a 
Flagship Orchids workshop as a possible precursor to 
others. There have been new developments with 
Wild Orchid Watch.  

I particularly want to recognise the contribution of 
our new treasurer, Christine Robertson, who has put 
a lot of effort into developing this role and learning 
how the Society functions. She has brought a wealth 
of experience from other societies. 

The annual barbeque at the Higgs’ was a fitting end 
to the year and we look forward to seeing what our 
40th year holds. 

 

Editor’s 2016 Report 
Lorraine Badger 

The 2016 journals were prepared in our caravan, 
whilst we travelled Australia, and despite 
experiencing extreme storms and king tides for five 
of the issues, all were issued on time although, on a 
couple of occasions Word auto corrected some 
orchid names which I now keep an eye on. An upside 
of journal preparation during tempests was that my 
mind was taken off whatever was raging outside.  

More importantly, throughout the 2016 year we 
witnessed an increase in the number of different 
contributors, amongst whom were a number of new 
members. It is exciting to see more members taking 
ownership of the journal and making it a truly 

society journal. I would like to thank everyone for 
their contributions from field trip reports, journal 
articles, through to letters to the editor. Thank you 
for your interest, enthusiasm and time. 

I would also like to thank those considerate folk who 
took great care to get their articles in by the due 
date and in some cases immediately after an event. 
As the production of the journal runs to a tight 
schedule, between other commitments, late articles 
in future will not be published in that month’s issue. 

I look forward to continued interest and ownership 
in 2017, making NOSSA’s 40th year extra special. 
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2016 NOSSA Conservation Report 

Thelma Bridle, NOSSA Conservation Officer 

NOSSA members continued with monitoring, caging, 
weeding etc. throughout the year for the SA listed 
threatened orchid species. Some of these events 

were carried out with TPAG (Threatened Plant 
Action Group) and 
DEWNR. There are 16 
threatened  orchid species 
in the Southern Lofty 
Block (Gawler to Fleurieu 
Peninsular) and 9 in the 
Northern Lofty Block 
(Gawler to Southern 
Flinders Ranges and Yorke 
Peninsular). Records, 
results and any further 
threats to populations are 
pre-sented at regular 
meetings with DEWNR. 

Orchid seed collections for the Adelaide Botanic 
Gardens Seed Bank were made in 2016 for 
Thelymitra cyanapicata, Calochilus cupreus and 
Prasophyllum murfettii. As for 2015, Caladenia 
gladiolata in the Adelaide Hills failed to produce a 
seedpod. Some of the collected seed will be used for 
laboratory propagation or trials to establish methods 
for successful post-germination and growth. 
Establishment of a partnership with a specific fungus 
is essential for post-germinated seed to grow to 
develop a protocorm. 

In 2015, two NOSSA members sampled a range of 
Thelymitra species for DNA analysis by Dr Lars 
Nauheimer. A 20 mm sample of leaf was dried in 
silica gel and a single flower pressed to lodge in the 
Herbarium. Being a very dry season it was not 
possible to collect the full range of species. Lars was 
able to renew the DEWNR permit for further 
collections in 2016 and made a short visit to SA to 
meet June and I and make a few collections himself. 
Over the two years almost 100 samples were 
collected from various sites in SA and Lars is in the 
process of preparing the samples for DNA analysis, 
together with orchid collections he has made from 
other Australian states. We anticipate some very 
interesting results later in 2017. 

Lars was travelling in SA with Dr Mark Clements and 
an offer of a DNA analysis of Calochilus cupreus was 
gratefully taken up as this has been on the DEWNR 
wish list for some time. A sample was collected 

together with a number 
of photographs. 

In 2016 Dr Ryan Phillips 
requested collections 
of Caladenia species for 
a project on floral 
evolution in Caladenia. 
Leaf samples and an 
occasional flower were 
dried in silica gel. Using 
knowledge gained from 
orchid collecting in 
2015, June Niejalke 

travelled much of SA making many collections. I 
added species mainly from the Adelaide Hills while 
Erica Rees (Mid-North), Pam Hewstone (S. Eyre 
Peninsular) and Bev Overton (KI) collected from their 
localities. Well over 70 collections were made. Some 
Herbarium collections were also collected, as the 
DEWNR permit requested, and are now lodged in the 
Adelaide Herbarium.  

Late in 2016 a NRM grant of $5,000 was made to the 
Southern Lofty Block Threatened Orchid Recovery 
Team. The money will be used for appropriate 
weeding, slashing and/or caging of Prasophyllum 
murfettii, Pterostylis cucullata, Caladenia behrii, C. 
rigida and Thelymitra cyanapicata. NOSSA would like 
to thank Tim Jury (TPAG) for preparing this 
successful grant application. 

2016 was the ninth year NOSSA members have 
surveyed for orchid species for Forestry SA along 
tracks in NFRs (Native Forest Reserves). These occur 
amongst pine plantations. Three or four visits are 
made each year to the same area to ensure all 
species are recorded. In 2016, tracks in the Caroline 
Forest were walked in groups of 2 or 3 and the 
location of each orchid encountered on both sides of 
the track was recorded. This has proved a valuable 
learning experience for all participants over the  

years, learning to recognise species from leaves or 
seedpods as well as flowers. Lunchtime discussions 

centre on identifying finds. A detailed report, with 
maps of GPS points, are sent to Forestry SA to 
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provide information as to the location of  threatened 
species. Plants can then be protected by ensuring 
felling equipment, pine trunks, vehicular damage 
and weed spraying does not damage less common 
orchid species. Forestry SA provides some 
remuneration for these surveys. 

Any orchid or part thereof was collected with 
DEWNR collecting permits. Only photographs are 
permitted without written authority. 

Thank you to all NOSSA members who assisted with 
the care and maintenance of SA’s threatened orchid 
species. Your ongoing interest and help is much 
appreciated. 

Editor’s note: NOSSA members are involved in various 
conservation activities. E.g. orchid surveys, monitoring 
and weed control. If you would like to become involved 
in any of these activities contact our Conservation 
Officer, Thelma Bridle [Ph: 8557 6553] for details.  

Orchid Collecting and The Law 
South Australia has some beautiful and delicate 
orchids. Most are not showy. Instead they have a 
subtle attractive beauty. HOWEVER they are 
declining! For that reason, they are protected by the 
law, specifically the Native Vegetation Act 1991. 
Picking the flower is illegal, let alone digging up the 
whole plant. Further, such behaviour is 
counterproductive to the aims of NOSSA; being the 
promotion of knowledge and scientific study, 
cultivation and propagation of our native orchids.  

The only situation where a person can legally 
remove an orchid or part thereof is when they hold a 
government authorized permit. Legitimate reasons 
for collecting orchid material include specimen for 
the State Herbarium, scientific research, rescue or 
salvage situations when a development is occurring, 
or collecting seed of threatened species to store 
with the Seed Conservation Centre. 

Without a permit, no one can remove any part of a 
plant even if the reason seems legitimate. 

NOSSA members may, from time to time, collect 
specimens (either part of or the whole plant) from 
the wild as part of a botanical study BUT this must 
always be done within the legal framework of having 
the appropriate documentation ie permit from 
DEWNR. Further, it behooves members to be 

cautious of anyone who asks for assistance with 
collecting, transporting or even photographing 
illegally collected orchids. It is not enough for 
someone to say they are doing so for research 
purposes, or that they have a permit but not show it. 
Ask to see the permit thus avoiding complicity in an 
illegal activity. 

So, what do you do if you suspect someone of 
picking the flowers or digging up the plants? Contact 
the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources Investigation and Compliance Unit 
Department Environment and Natural Resources 
Investigation and Compliance Unit. 
(https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/managing-natural-
resources/native-vegetation/clearing-offsetting/report-
suspected-illegal-clearance ) 

Only a few NOSSA members hold such permits and 
Thelma Bridle, NOSSA Conservation Officer, knows 
which members hold a permit. For more information 
on plant collection permits, contact DEWNR at 
DEWNRresearchpermits@sa.gov.au or visit the website: 
http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/licences-and-
permits/Plant_permits . 

Thanks go to Thelma Bridle and Doug Bickerton for 
their assistance and critiquing of this post. 

Tuber Bank Report January 2017  

Jane Higgs

This year I was able to supply 63 lots of tubers with 
only a few ordered lots requiring substitutions. This 
number was down by 30 lots over last year and I am 
not sure whether this was a result of the increased 
postage or not as the number of tubers offered was 
almost the same as last year. However, there are 
now 63 lots of native plants being grown on and this 
has to be a good thing. The express postage worked 

well as I had reports of tubers arriving interstate the 
next day as well as in South Australia; so, as I see it, 
the extra cost for postage was worth it. 

I would like to thank those who donated tubers and 
those who purchased them. I wish everyone ‘good 
growing’. The money from the sale of tubers goes to 
conservation work which is very worthwhile
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New orchids named in 2016 for South Australia: 
New hybrids, rediscoveries and more. 

Robert Bates 

Twelve new South Australian orchids were named in 
2016, five of them spider orchids, three bunny 
orchids, a plumed green hood, a tiny green hood, a 
sun orchid and a gremlin orchid. These following on 
from a helmet orchid, onion orchid, leek orchid, pink 
finger orchid, donkey orchid, spiral orchid and a sun 
orchid in 2015. All of the above were published in 

the Australian Orchid Review. 

The new 2016 orchids feature spider orchids 
Arachnorchis conferta ssp occidentale, A. diversiflora 
and A. viriosa published in February to take the 
number of spider orchids in SA to forty.  

Another new SA orchid had been named in the 
preceding Dec-Jan. issue; namely Plumatichilos 
gracilens DL Jones from Kangaroo Island (with 
images by SA’s Mark Clements). The name would 
appear to also cover similar plants in the South east 
and lower Eyre Peninsula.  

Also published (in February by Jones & Bates) were 
two new Eriochilus species thus tripling the number 
of named SA bunny orchid species; i.e. E. paludosa a 
rare swamp species from the Adelaide Hills and a 
common woodland species E. collinus. The latter was 
in August divided into two subspecies; a mountain 
ssp. and a plains ssp as in Orchids SA 2011, ie ssp 

collinus and ssp sericeus with soft trichomes on leaf 
and flowers.  

The April-May issue as usual emphasized NOSSA-
member teamwork with the publication of sun 
orchid Thelymitra abrupta; known for thirty years 
from a swamp south of Adelaide but waiting on a 
Type collection. June Niejalke made the necessary 
collection in Nov 2015 from near Mt Burr (SE) and 
provided better images of this distinctive, colourful, 
but tiny sun orchid.  

Two taxa were described in the Aug-Sep issue. First, 
Arachnorchis bruniella (previously known as 
Arachnorchis sp Small brown bayonets; secondly the 
first gremlin orchid (Stegostyla) restricted to south 
Australia. It was named Stegostyla transitoria ssp 
isolata, the first official Stegostyla record from 
Kangaroo Island and the first outside of the South-
east region.  

The Oct-Nov issue had the very important 
Arachnorchis campestris described; important 
because it is SA’s most widespread green comb 
spider orchid which had, for twenty years, been 
lumped with the much rarer Arachnorchis tensa. A. 
campestris, the plains green comb orchid, occurs 
right across the wheat-belt in SA.  

The Dec-Jan issue contained the new Tiny green 
hood Speculantha corpulenta DL Jones from the 
Lower South-east of SA and just over the border into 
the Glenelg River NP. It was listed in Orchids of SA 
DVD 2011 as Speculantha species aff. parviflora. 
Another team effort as the images were again by 
June Niejalke and the type was collected by R. Bates 
in 1983. SA now has four Speculantha species with 
three named. 

Range extensions, new hybrids and discoveries. 
Adelaide had its second-wettest year on record and 
its wettest since 19921 and not surprisingly 
encouraged the discovery of new species in drier 
parts of the state where in recent times very few 
orchids at all were seen. 

Several new Eyre Peninsula orchid enthusiasts 
including Andrew Primer of Cleve, Shane Graves of 

                                                           
1
 http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/current/annual/aus/ 

issued Thursday 5 January 2017 

A. campestris Halbury photo: Robert Bates 
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Mt Wedge and Wendy Newbury of Port Lincoln have 
begun imaging EP orchids resulting in the discovery 
of a new Oligochaetochilus and a western extension 
of range for Prasophyllum sp. EP at Mt Wedge by 
Shane; a new Prasophyllum from North of Cleve by 
Andrew who provided several images allowing 
publication of new Arachnorchis and Eriochilus. A 
new attractively striped Oligochaetochilus species 
was also found in the northern Flinders Ranges in 
October.  June Niejalke continued her work and 
proved that Arachnorchis calcicola still occurs in SA. 
That the southern Eyre Peninsular form of 
Arachnorchis conferta is a separate subspecies (ssp 
occidentale) and that MIcrotis oblonga is the correct 

name for the long labellum species in River red gum 
swampy flats across SE and SL and that M. rara does 
not occur in SL. The photographic work of NOSSA 
members Leo Davis and Ed Lowrey also allowed 
publication of several new species. In October Leo 
rediscovered Prasophyllum constrictum near the 
type locality thus confirming the application of the 
name. A new hybrid sun orchid T. pallidifructus x T 
ixioides from Topperwein NFR and a rediscovery, 
Diuris x fastidiosa imaged at Wirrabara by June 
Niejalke added to the excitement.  

R Bates Dec 25th 2016 
 

  

 

Speculantha corpulenta David Jones (KB)  
Photo Ken Bailey 

New & undescribed Oligochaetochilus 2016  
Shane Graves at Mt Wedge Eyre Pen 

Library  REPORT JANUARY 2017 

Pauline Meyers

It was pleasing to note that all library books were 
returned at the November meeting. I hope to do a 
stock take early in the year, and will continue 
stamping the books with the NOSSA stamp and 
weed out unused and out of date books. I would like 

to remind everyone that we have some very 
interesting books in the Library, and it would give 
me great pleasure if more members borrowed books 
at the meetings each month. 
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2016 Diuris behrii Project Report 
Les Nesbitt 

2016 was a very, very wet year with 1548 mm 
recorded at the nursery site; almost double the 2011 
average of 851 mm. Undisturbed plants produced 
large, fat tubers and it was also a good year for 
flowers and seedlings. The downside being very poor 
multiplication by tuber removal so the number of 
Diuris in the shadehouse has not increased much. 

Precautions were taken against rats in Autumn and 
no plants were eaten this year. At the end of May, 
95 daughter plants were returned to the mine site 
bringing the total return to 285 
plants. Twenty two clones have 
no representative back at the 
mine site as yet. 

Flowering of the Diuris plants 
was delayed by about a week 
and flowers stayed in good 
condition longer than usual. 
The pots were too wet to 
handle for tuber removal. 
Some were moved under cover 
but still took a long time to dry off. Consequently 
only 3 trays of daughter plants had tubers removed. 
Disappointingly some produced no extra tubers 
while others made mostly tiny extra tubers. Fifteen 
flowers were pollenated but due to the continual 

wet spring weather, half were not successful. Seven 
seed pods were collected for seed sowing on all pots 
next Easter.  

A number of seedlings germinated in 2016 in 
different size pots but again only in ones and twos 
per pot. There are now seedlings from the past four 
years. Two had 3 leaves and several had 2 leaves. 
Seedlings are growing slowly and most are still years 
from flowering. The seedling pots were not repotted 
this year except for those containing a daughter 

tuber and the 3 largest seedlings 
from 2013 and 2014. The 
largest seedling tuber was 
almost big enough to meet the 
criteria for a daughter tuber.  

At year end there were 78 
plants in 150 mm mother pots, 
322 daughter tubers in 100 mm 
pots, 483 small tubers in 125 
mm pots and 41 pots of 
seedlings. This gives a total of 

about 924 Diuris tubers in the shadehouse. At the 
same time last year there were 893 tubers. Starting 
in 2012, the original 168 Diuris plants have been 
propagated to produce 1209 tubers in 5 years; a 
seven fold increase. 

Dipodium roseum 
Les Nesbitt 

Heavy rains in the summer months of 
November, December and January 
have resulted in a magnificent 
flowering of the hyacinth orchid, 
Dipodium roseum on my property. 
Many were cut off by slashing for fire 
breaks which was delayed until mid-
December as it was too wet to mow 
earlier. The kangaroos ate their share 
while those that remained in tree 
guards and along fence lines were tall 
and healthy. 

At mid-January the flowers were 
unmarked and in what judges call 
show condition. In other years the 
flowers are affected by heat and 
dryness but not in 2017. One tall plant had 33 

flowers and buds. Spikes in 
clusters of up to 4 growing in a 
clump are also unusual. Flower 
spikes have never appeared under 
the benches in my terrestrial 
shade-houses before but this year 
there were 4 in one house and 2 in 
another. I had to move pots so the 
spikes could grow up through the 
mesh benching. 

Pollinators must have been busy 
because by Australia Day the 
bottom flowers were forming seed 
pods while there were buds at the 
top still to open. There should be 
plenty of seed in winter when the 

pods normally burst open.  
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Letters to the Editor & Others 
Hi Lorraine! Well done Lorraine 
and the contributors of articles 
and photos. Very entertaining 

articles. The journal just keeps getting better. 
Nevertheless I'm sure people will enjoy the reports 
promised for the February journal. … R. Bates, 
Science Consultant (Botanist) 

Lorraine! Further to the Scott CP Field Trip on 26th 
November as reported in the December issue, both 
Robert and I took GPS reading for all the plants we 
found and collated the data once we were home. 
After discounting duplicates, we marked over 180 
plants in amongst sword sedges covering an area of 
0.4 hectare. As various members had been out 

looking for them in the weeks previous  without 
much success, it was encouraging to find so many 
flowering plants on the excursion. 

Hi Lorraine! Where did you get the list of Spring 
Show winners? These are the champions from 2015 
not 2016.    Regards, Les 

Editor:  Sorry for the confusion and thanks for 
pointing this out, Les. 

Erratum - NOSSA 2016 Spring Show Winners as 

published in the December journal Vol 40 No 11 p 
124 were in fact the 2015 winners. The 2016 winners 
were actually published in the October journal Vol 
40 No. 9 p. 105. . 

 

Hi Les! A quick question if I could. After potting up the bare rooted plants that I received and watering, 
as per sheet, should I keep watering them or let them dry out a bit? Thanks, Don. 

Les: Watering is tricky in January. The mix around 
the tuber should be almost dry but not so dry that 
the tuber shrivels up.  
I water once a week, just enough to wet the top 5 
mm of mix. That's a very light sprinkle. Pots are dry 
again the next day in Adelaide's heat. 

Too much water and tubers can rot in hot weather  

or make leaves too soon which are then attacked by 
thrip and mites. 
After mid-February when the nights get longer 
watering is not so critical. Many tubers have long 
shoots below the surface by then.  

Hope this helps,      Les. 

 

Ever tried growing Prasophyllum? 

Perhaps you could help a PhD student seeking assistance. 

Marc Freestone, who works with Noushka Reiter in 
The Orchid Conservation Program at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria (RBGV), is 
gathering anecdotal data for a PhD 
through the RBGV and ANU (Australian 
National University).  
He is looking at the “Prasophyllum 
species and their relationships with 
mycorrhizal fungi with the hope of 
working out, among other things, how to 
grow them reliably from seed in 
cultivation. Prasophyllum have proven 
extremely difficult to grow, usually not 
germinating at all, or germinating and 
then dying soon after. Occasionally some success 
has been had (particularly with symbiotic 

germination) but successful germination trials, to 
our knowledge, have so far proven un-
repeatable.  
Working out how to grow 
Prasophyllum is critical for the survival 
of many species at risk of extinction 
across southern Australia.  
As part of this project, “I am gathering 
anecdotal observations and feedback 
from as many amateur and 
professional growers as possible on 
their experiences with growing (or not 
growing) Prasophyllum.”  
Can you help?  Contact him at 

Email: marc.freestone@gmail.com 
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2016 Picture Competition Annual Report 
Rosalie LawrenceI

It has been particularly encouraging to have several 
new members participate in addition to others. 

The competition is not about competitiveness but an 
opportunity to share orchids. That is why there has 
only been one rule and judging is by popular vote. It 
is what appeals to people on the night. Even though 
most entries are photographs, it is called a Picture 
Competition to include other media such as 
drawings, paintings, embroidery, etc. Images can be 
photo shopped. Creativity is encouraged. 

The aim is to involve any member, even if they 
cannot make it to meetings and to use it as a 
launching pad to discuss some aspect of orchids. As 

always, the pictures have been varied with topics 
ranging from species description, freak orchids, the 
conservation work of NOSSA and orchid history. I 
trust that there has been something of interest to 
the reader. A new innovation for 2016 was the 
introduction of the November competition as the 
voting for an overall winner for the year. 

Although I have written the articles for 2016, anyone 
is welcome to write up the winning picture. I have 
found it a lovely way of learning and there is always 
someone who has been able to help me by critiquing 
my article. If you would like to contribute one of the 
articles, then contact me. 

NOSSA Website Annual Report 
Rosalie Lawrence 

The website continues to attract more visitors each 
year with a 30% increase for 2016. Visitors come 
from all over the world. Excluding Australia, the top 
five countries being the USA, the UK, Germany, 
France and Japan. 

Every week a new article is posted on the website. 
The most popular article was the 2016 Winning 
Orchid Picture of the Year. Topics varied from the 
light hearted through to serious research. 
Contributions are welcome from anyone, either your 
own work or one that may be of interest to the 
readers. Writing articles can be a good way to learn 
about our orchids. 

The About Us page which provides NOSSA history 
has been updated with information being taken 
from previous journals. If members have stories of 
their experience with NOSSA, please contact me. 

Some major changes were made to the website. One 
was the introduction of a List of Contents Page. Posts 
of similar subject matter have been grouped 
together under major headings eg Orchid Growing 

Information, Conservation Issues, or Individual 
Species information, etc. More images have been 
added to the Gallery section which has been divided 
into two sections – South Australian Orchids and 
Non-South Australian Orchids. 

An important addition has been a statement in a bar 
(widget) on the RHS of page, titled Orchid Collection 
and the Law. This was as a result of several 
incidences throughout the year and a member 
asking how to report suspected illegal collecting. 
There is a post associated with the widget and I 
would encourage all members to read the article. 

It was encouraging to receive feedback about the 
website. At a Field Naturalists Society of SA meeting, 
members were encouraged to visit the NOSSA 
website and at a conference in Victoria I met a lady 
who said that she found other websites were 
regularly referencing the NOSSA website.  

Finally, I would like to thank Robin Goodfellow for 
his technical help when needed. nossa.org.au 

.  
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Above: Discussing Survey Tracks in SE  Below June Neijalke explaining orchid species 

 

  



Native Orchid Society of South Australia Journal February 2017 

 

Volume 40 Number 10  Page 13 
   

Image Collection for Lars Nauheimer  
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Christmas BBQ & Orchid Hunt 
Don & Jane Higgs - Myponga  

 
 

 
 

  

  

 


